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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Editor of this Work is defirous in the firſt 

place to expreſs his Gratitude to divine Pro- 
vidence, which, (amidſt many - bodily infirmities, and 
various labours, both in the Chriſtian Miniſtry and 
in the Education of Youth,) has enabled him to 
complete it with ſo little interruption, 


- Hz would alſo make his grateful acknowledgments 
to his numerous and reſpectable Subſcribers for the 
encouragement he has met with in the courſe of it; 
and for the many publick and private notices he 
has received of its being acceptable and uſeful. 


Hs would likewiſe thankfully acknowledge the 

aſſiſtance he has received from ſome of his Friends, 
in tranſcribing ſeveral of the Reflections from Mr. 
Ox rox's ſhort hand; and feels himſelf particularly 
obliged to the Rev. Mr. Ropins, of Daventry, who 
reviewed the manuſcripts, and made many important 
corrections; and alſo to the Rev. Mr. Lucas, and 
another Gentleman, both of Shrewſbury, who with 
great attention reviſed the ſheets before they were 
printed off; to each of whom, both he and the Sub- 
ſeribers in general are under conſiderable obligations. 
N A 2 Ir 
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Ir affords him an high degree of pleaſure and ſatis- 
faction, in having been an inſtrument of ſending this 
Work abroad among his fellow chriſtians, after its hav- 
ing been reſcued from the very brink of deftrution.* 
He hopes he has by this means enlarged the ſphere 
of his late much honoured friend Mr. OxzTon's 
uſefulneſs, added ſomething to his reputation in this 
world, and, poſlibly, to his happineſs in the other. 


| Ir was at firſt intended (agreeably to the printed 
conditions) to have given a ſhort Account of the 
Author, by way of Appendix to this Volume, The 
Editor hopes it will be received as a ſufficient apology 
for omitting it, that the Materials neceſſary for ſuch 
an undertaking (and which have been collected prin- 

cipally 
* As Mr. Ox rex, in his Preface to the laſt volume of Dr. 
Dobatoen's Family Expoſitor, has recorded an account of the 
remarkable preſervation of the manuſcript copy of ſome of the 
volumes of that valuable work from being deſtroyed by Fire 
% the Editor of mi, thinks proper to inform his readers of 
in inſtance, ſomewhat ſimilar, in the preſervation of Mr. Ox ron's 
Expoſition. — Before the manuſcript copy came into the poſleſ- 
fion of the Editor, the whole, oria part of it, had been put 
into the bands of a reverend Gentleman in order to its 
being tranſcribed into long hand, Sometime afterwards this 
Gentleman died ; and his papers were diſpoſed of. The perſon 
who had intraſted Mr. OzTox's Manuſcripts to him, for the 
purpoſe above mentioned, became extremely anxious as to the 
fate of them; and, after much enquiry, found they had been 
fold to an inferior ſhopkeeper for waſte paper ; in one of whoſe 
garrets he met with them, where they only waited for their being 
called for in order to ſupply the uſes of his ſhop. % i. 
woi/e, and will obſerve ſuch things, even they ſhall underfland thi 
Solent of the Lord. oo 1 be 
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eh; by a Clergyman of the Eſtabliſhed Church) 
tre placed in much abler hands. One of the firſt 
Biographical writers of the preſent age, ſpeaking of the 
excellent Mr. Jos Ox row, whoſe valuable practical 
<< writings are ſo well known,” adds as follows; Of 
« whom particular notice is propoſed to be taken 
“ under the article of Dr. Pwitiy Doppripes, in 
% the new and enlarged edition of the Biographia 
4 Britannica.+” — The Editor has only to expreſs 
his concern that Dr. Kirris's Account is not yet 
publiſhed, or it would very readily have been given 
to the Subſcribers with this volume; and it is ſtill 
deſigned (with that Gentleman's leave) to furniſh 
them with it at a very moderate expenſe, printed in 
the ſame ſize and type with the Expoſition, that it 
may be bound up with it at any future time, 


Ir has been ſuggeſted to the Editor, that an 
Abridgement of Dr. Doppao's Family Expoſitor, 
after the manner of Mr. Oxrox's Expoſition, and 
with the Doctor's Reflections added to each Section, 
and ſome few of the principal Notes, would render that 
valuable Work more acceptable and uſeful to Fami- 
lies in general. This is propoſed to be done on the 
fame type and ſize with the preſent Work, and to 
be completed in three Volumes, at fix Shillings each 
Volume, which will be but one quarter - of the 

A 3 | original 

+ Zee Dr. ns introductory Preface to the Third Edition 

of An Exquizy 1nTo Tus Paix of TolsraTion, by 


the late Rev. Joszen Fownzs, Sold by Loxneman, London, 
Price 28. 6d. 
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original price; and which, together with Mr. OzTow's, 
will furniſh a complete and uniform ee of the 
Old and New wenn. 


en ö | 
1 December, 1791. 
t The Editor is well aſſured that Mr, Ox rox had expreſſed 
his wiſh for an Abridgement of Dr. Dobbaiboz's Expoſition, 
in which the greateſt part of the paraphraſe ſhould be left 
out; and only a few of the notes, but the whole of the 
IuraOoYIuENT on each Section, retained, He mentions this, 
28 one motive, among many others, for undertaking this work. 


— 
1 7 Tross Subſcribers to Mr. OrxTon's Expoſition, 
and others, who are willing to encourage the publi- 
cation of ſuch an Abridgement, are deſired to ſend 
in their names, as ſoon as poſſible, to the Editor, or 


to Meſſrs. Eppowrs and Son, Printers, in Shrewſbury, 
or to T. Loxcman, Paternoſter Row, London. 


3 0062 ; 
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Books publiſhed by the late Rev. Job Orton, and may be had of 
' the Printers, J. and W. Eddowes, in Shrewſbury, or 
T. Longman, Paternoſter Row, London. 
I. EMOIRS of the Life, Character, and Writings of the 
Rev. Dr. Doddridge. Royal Paper, 103. Demy 8vo, 58. 


1:mo. 28. 6d. 
2. The Chriſtian's Triumph over Death. A Funeral Sermon for 


the Rev. Dr. Doduridęe, 6d. 
3. Sacramental Meditations: or, Devout Reflections on various 
Paſſages of Scripture, 12mo, Second Edition, 38. 
iſcourſes on Practical Subjects, in 2 Vols, 63. 
. Diſcourſes on Secret and Family Worſhip, and the religious 
ſervation of the Lord's Day. zd Edition, 3s. 

6. Diſcourſes to the Aged; on ſeveral important Subjects. Second 
Edition, 3s. 6d. | | 

7. Three Diſcourſes on Eternity, and the Importance and Adyan + 
tages of looking at eternal Things, 6th Edition, 6d. : 

| Theſe are alſo publiſhed in Welſh, 6d. 
8. Chriſtian Zeal: Or, Three Diſcourſes on the Importance of 
ſeeking the Things of Cxz1sT more than our own, gd. 

9. Gkriſtian Worſhip: Qr, Three Diſcourſes on profitably hearing 
the Wonko, joining in public Pzares, and in Singing the Pxarsss 
of Gov, gd. The/e are alſo publiſhed in Welſh, 6d. 
| no. A Summary of Doctrinal and Practical Religion, by way of 
Queſtion and Anſwer ; with an Introduction, ſhowing the Importance 
and Advantage of a Religioys Education, 7th Edition, 18. | 

11. Noah's Faith and Obedience to Divine Warnings, and his 
Preſervation in the Ark, A Faſt Sermon, 6d. 

12. Hymns. By P. Dodaridge, D, D. 4th Edition, 18. 6d. 

13. The Life and Death of the Rev. Mr. Philip Henry, 4th 


Edition, 28. 6d. 


By the Editor of theſe Volumes, 


1. A Diſcourſe upon the Nature and Deſign of the Lord's Supper, 
with the Advantages which may reaſonably be expected from a regular 


and ſerious Attendance upon it, 4d. 
2. A Serious and EarneR Call to Repentance; being the Subſtance 


of ſeveral Diſcourſes delivered at the New Meeting Houſe in Kidder- 


minſter, 18. or 10s. 6d. a Dozen. 

3. The Young Engliſh Scholar's Complete Pocket Companion, in 
ſix Parts. Selected from the beſt Writers, divided into ſhort Leſſons, 
and adapted to the Capacities of Children, 28. 6d. bound. 

4. Extracts from the Author of the Diſſenting Gentleman's Letter 


to White, 3d. or 158. per Hundred, 
5. Hymns for Publick Worſhip on charitable Occaſions, and for 


Charity and Sunday Schools. In four Parts. Moi of which were 

never before publiſhed, 8d. or 7s. per Dozen. 

And by whom will be publiſhed ſpeedily, in one large Volume, Demy 12mo. 
Plain and affectionate Addreſſes to Youth, on various im portant 

Subjects. 38. in Boards, or 38. od. neatly bound. | 


Books printed and ſald by J. and W. Eddowes is Shrewſbury, 
and fold by T. Longman, Pater-ofter-row, London. 


1. T ETTERS to and from the Rev. Dr. Doddridge Publiſhed 
from the original Manaſcriptsz wich notes explanatory 
and biographical : By Stedman, M. A. Vicar of St Chad's, 
Shrewſbury —8yo. 68. in boards. | 
2. Letters to a Young Cl » from the late Rev, Mr Fob 
Orton. Publiſhed by Timna Stam, A. M.—1 2mo. 28. in boards 


3 The Portrait of St. Paurt : Or, The true model for Chriſtians 
and Paſtors, Tranſlated from. a French Manuſcript of the late Rev. 

Jokes i illiam de la Fleehere, Vicar of Madeley, To which is added, 
- Jome account of the Author. By the Rev. Joſhua Gilpin, Vicar of 
Rockwardixe, in the county of Salop.——2 vols. 8vo. ad Edition, Price 
108. 6d. in boards, 


41. Sermons upon ſeveral Subjects. William Adams, b. D. 
Late Mafter of Pembroke College, „ and Archdeacon of Llaa- 
daf. —_8vo 58. 


5. Sermons and Trafts, By Willian Adams, D. D.<#50. 46. in 


6. Every Man's Affitant, and the Sick Man's Friend. By James 
Stonkeuſe, M. D. formerly of St. John's College, Oxford, of 
Great and Little Cheverel, Wiltſhire, zd Edition, 38. in boards. 


7. Antipedobaptiſm Examined; Or, A Strict and Impartial In- 


: into the Nature and Defign, Subjects and Mode, of tiſm 
By Edward Williams.—2z vols. 2 6d. * 


8. Social Religion Exemplifed, in an Account of the Firſt Settle- 
ment ot Chriſtianity in the City of Caerludd ; in ſeveral Dialogues. 
Written originally by the Rev. Matthias Morrice. 4th Edit. reviſed, 
corrected, and abridged ; with occaſional Notes, a copious index, and 
a Preface containing ſome Account of the Author. By Edward 
Willi G 38 . . 

9. An Enquiry into the Principles of Toleration. By the late 
Rev. Jeſl Fownes. The third Edition, To which is added an [ntro- 
duQtory Preface, containing fome account of the Author, by 4adrew 
Kippis, D. D. F. R. S. and 8. A.—Price 28. 6d. 


10. Some Account of the Shrewſbury Houſe of Induſtry, its Eſtab- 
liſhment and Regulations; with Hints to thoſe who may have fumilar 
Inſtitutions in View. By J. Wood. The ſecond Edition. To which 
is added, The third Edition of the Bye laws, Rules, and Ordinances, 
of the ſaid Houſe,—8vo. 28. | 


11. Paſtoral Advice to Young Perſons before Confirmation. The 
twentieth Edition. —12mo. Price 2d. or 128. per hundred. Another 
| Edition of the ſame, 8vo. 6d. | 


12. Select Pſalms and Hymns for the Uſe of Churches. Price 9d. 
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THE BOOK OF 


The Prophet E Z E KIEL. 


INTRODUCTION. 


EZEKIEL was one of thoſe Fews who were carried cap- 

tive to Babylon along with Jehoiakim, or Jeconiah, 
king of Judah. In the fifth year of this captivity, the era from 
which he dates his prophecies, he began his office ; which he exer- 
ciſed about twenty one years. The commencement of this period 
falls on the year before Chriſt 595, and thirty four years after 
Jeremiah had began his office, ſo that the laſt eight years of 
Jeremiah coincide with the firſt eight of Ezekiel. — The chief 
deſign of this prophet ſeems to be, to convince his fellow captives 
in Babylon that they were miſtaken in ſuppoſing that their bre- 
thren who ſtill remained in Judea were in happier circumſtances 
than they ; and for this purpoſe he deſcribes the terrible judgments 
. impending over that country; the final deſtruttion of Jeruſalem, 
both city and temple ;, and inveighs againſt thoſe heinous fins which 
were the cauſe of ſuch calamities. 

More particularly, the firſt three chapters contain a glorious 
appearance of God to the prophet ; who is commiſſioned to his 
7 2 with inſtructiont and encouragements in the diſcharge of it. 
The prophet then, to chap. xxv. diſplays the fins and puniſbments 
of the Jews, eſpecially of thoſe left in Judea, by ſeveral apt 
viſions and fimilitudes. From thence to chap.” xxXili. he fore- 
tells the deſtruction of ſeveral neighbouring nations who were ene- 
mies to the Fetus; and from chap. xxxili to xl, cenſures the fins, 
murmurings, and hypocriſy of the jewiſh captives in Babylon ; 
with which, however, he interſperſes promiſes of their approach- 
ing deliverance, together with intimations of a ſtill more glorious 
. redemption in future times under th: M-ſfiah.—The nine laſt 
chapters contain a remarkable viſion of the ſtructure of a new 
temple and a new polity for Iſrael and ſtrangers; applicable, in 
> firſt infance to the return from the Babylonian captivity, but, 
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its ultimate ſenſe, to the glory and proſperity of the uni ver ſal 
church of Chriſt in future times 

The ſlile of Ezekiel is generally very bold and majeſtick. Ii 
is a peculiar ſpecies of the ſublime, to which ſome have given the 
name of The Terrible.“ From the nature of ts viſions, how- 
ever, more than from his language, ht is often obſcure, eſpeci- 
ally toward the beginning and end of his Book. The fredom 
with which he reproved his countrymen for their idolatry, is ſaid 
to have coft him tas life; the fate of many of the prophets.+ 


CHAPTER L 
This chapter contains an account of the glorious appearance of 
God to Ezekiel, to give him a commiſſion to execute the pro- 
+ Phetic office among the captives in Babylon, and to fill his 
mind with an holy awe of God. This vifion was before the 
«© defiruttion of the temple. 
1 T OW it came to paſs in the thirtieth year, 
£4 (either from the birth of the prophet, or the re- 
were Put 


ee nd as I [was] among the 


who were ſettled on the banks of that river, which runs into 
the Euphrates, that] the heavens were opened, and I 
2 ſaw viſions of God. In the fifth [day] of the month, 
which [was] the fifth year of king Jehoiachin's cap- 
3 tivity, The word of the Loxp came expreſsly unto 
Ezekiel the prieſt, the ſon of Buzi, or, 1% Ezekiel the ſon 
of Buzi the prieſt, in the land of the Chaldeans by the 
river Chebar; and the hand of the Loxp was there 
upon him; there was a deep, ſenfible influence of God's 
Spirit upon him, and then he ſaw a remarkable viſion; not 
any external object, but an impreſſion upon his mind. tho 
| 4 


„ Bp. Nswcour ſays, Nahum ſounds the trumpet of war: 
Hoſea is ſententious ; Iſaiah ſublime; Jeremiah pathetick ; Eze- 
kiel copious ; and this diffuſireneſs of manner in mild and af- 
ſectionate exhortation, this vehement enlarging on the guilt and 
conſequent ſufferings of his countrymen, ſeems wiſely adapted to 
their capacities and circumſtances, and muſt have had a forcible 
| tendency to awaken them —_ their lethargy.—Preface, p. 28, 
+ SMITH. 


netua of the covenant in Joftah'”s time, when the. 
on another trial) in the fourth month,) 


captives by the river of Chebar, with a colony of captives 
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EZEKIEL, I. 1 
4 And 1 looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of 


the north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itſelf, and 
a brightneſs [was] about it, and out of the midft there- 
of as the colour of amber, out of the midſt of the fire; 
a cloud, containing a large globe of fire, came rolling along 
from the north, to intimate the deſtruftion of Iſrael, uu 
was to come from an enemy out of the north, that is, the 
5 Chaldeans. Alſo out of the midſt thereof [came] the 
likeneſs of four living creatures. And this [was] their 
appearance; they had the likeneſs of a man; an ere, 
and, in the main, a human figure, and were intelligent crea- 
fures, deſigned to repreſent the angels as executing God's pur- 
6 poſes ;, they are called Cherubims, chap. x, 1. And every 
one had four faces, and every one had four wings. 
7 And their feet [were] ſtraight feet; the ſole of their 
feet [was] like the ſole of a calf's foot: and they ſpark- 
8 led like the colour of burniſhed braſs. And [they had] 
the hands of a man under their wings on their four 
fides : and they four had their faces and their wings ; 
they had all the ſame appearances and proportions, wings, 
feet, and hands, ta repreſent their ſteadineſs, dexterity, and 


9 diſpatch in buſineſs. Their wings [were] joined one to 


another ; they turned not when they went; they went 
every one ſtraight forward; his intimates the ſincerity of 
their intentions, the unanimity of their deſigns, and the con- 


| 10 ftancy of their purſuit. As for the likeneſs of their faces, 


they four had the face of a man, 10 ſignify their under- 
ſtanding and prudence, and the face of a hon, on the right 
fide, to denote their ſtrength and caurage : and they four 
had the face of an ox on the left fide, to ſhow their un- 
wearied diligence and application; they four alſo had the 
face of an eagle, to intimate their quickneſs and penetration, 
11 Thus [were] their faces: and their wings [were 
ſtretched upward; two [wings] of every one [were 
joined one to another, and two covered their bodies; 
they were in a flying poſture, to denote their readineſs in exe- 


12 cuting the divine commands. And they went every one 


ſtraight forward : whither the ſpirit was to go, the Spirit 


of God, the principle of all their motions, they went; [and] 
13 they — when they went. As for the li : 
B 2 | 
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of the living creatures, their appearance [was] like 
burning coals of fire, [and] like the appearance of 


lamps: it went up and down among the living crea - 


tures ; and the fire was bright, and out of the fire went 
14 forth lightning. And the living creatures ran and re- 
turned as the appearance of a flaſh of lightning, 7 
denote ther diligence and activity, and that, when they had 
diſpatched their buſineſs, they returned to their proper ſta- 

15 tion. Now as I beheld the living creatures, behold 
one wheel upon the earth by the living creatures, with 
16 his four faces. The appearance of the wheels and their 


work [was] like unto the colour of a beryl, à gem of a 


bluiſh green: and they four had one likeneſs : and their 
appearance and their work [was] as it were a wheel in 
the middle of a wheel; lite four double wheels, or two circles 


in a ſphere; and yet they are ſpoken of as one wheel, to inti- 


mate, that the deſigns of providence, however complicated, 
17 are perfetily harmomous. When they went, they went upon 
their four ſides: [and] they turned not when they went; 
they kept one ſtraight courſe and unbent line of direction, to 

- ſhow that the ſchemes of providence are always tending to 
18 their accompliſpment, As for their rings, they were ſo 
high that they were dreadful, 40 denote the vaſt deſigns of 
providence ; and their rings [were] full of eyes round 
about them four; they were all directed by perfect wiſdom 

19 and forefight. And when the living creatures went, the 
wheels went by them: and when the living creatures 
were lifted up 8 the earth, the wheels were lifted up. 

20 Whitherſoever the ſpirit was to go, they went, thither 
[was their] ſpirit to go; and the wheels were lifted up 
over againſt them : for the ſpirit of the living creatures 

21 [was] in the wheels. When thoſe went, [theſe] went; 
and when thoſe ſtood, [theſe] ſtood ; and when thoſe 

| were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up 
over againſt them : for the ſpirit of the living creature 
[was] in the wheels; ey were all ſubordinate to the firſt 
cauſe, the ſame principle of underſtanding animated them; 
and this is deſigned to intimate the alacrity with which all 

22 the inſtruments of providence carry on its deſigns. And the 
likeneſs of the firmament upon the heads of the living 

| KAY creature 
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creature [was] as the colour of the terrible cryſtal, 
ſtretched forth over their heads above ; it twas /o bright as 
23 to dazzle the eye. And under the firmament [were] their 
wings ſtraight, the one toward the other: every one 
had two, which covered on this fide, and every one 


had two, which covered on that fide, their bodies; . 


24 And when they went, I heard the noiſe of their wings, 
like the noiſe of great waters, as the voice of the 
Almighty, the voice of ſpeech, as the noiſe of an hoſt; 
or, the ſound of their ſpeech was as the ſound of an hoſt : 
when they ſtood, they let down their wings,  hearkening 

25 and waiting for the word of command. And there was a 
voice from the firmament, that was] over their heads, 
when they ſtood, [and] had let down their wings. 

26 And above the firmament that [was] over their 
heads [was] the likeneſs of a throne, © of which theſe 
angels were the ſupporters, as the appearance of a ſapphire 
ſtone : and upon the likeneſs of the throne [was] the 
likeneſs as the appearance of a man above upon it; 
Chriſt, the repreſentative of the inviſible God, as the She- 


kinah or repreſentation of the divine glory in the temple, and 
27 higher than the angels. And I ſaw as the colour of am- 


ber, as the appearance of fire round about within it, 
from the appearance of his loins even upward, and 
from the appearance of his loins even downward, I ſaw as 
it were the appearance of fire, and it had brightneſs 
28 round about, à bright golden flame. As the appearance 
of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, fo 
[was] the appearance of the brightneſs round about; 
like a rainbow, to repreſent God's dealing with his people in 

a covenant way, and his faithfulneſs to his promiſes. - This 
[was] the appearance of the likeneſs of the glory of the 
LorpD; it was only the appearance of the likeneſs of God's 
glory; which is added, to prevent our entertaining unworthy 
conceptions of it, as if there in realily were any ſuch ſhapes 
and form. And when I ſaw [it,] 1 fell apon my face, 
quite overcome with the ſplendour, and I heard a voice of 


one that ſpake. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1. E may here reflect how little the happineſs of 
man depends upon his particular circumſtances 
in life. Ezekiel was now among captives in Babylon; but 
there God viſited him with this glorious viſion. The godly 
may be involved in the ſame calamity as others; the dif- 
ference between them and the ungodly is not in events, but 
in the frame and temper of their ſpirits. Thus when we 
are at a diſtance from our friends, or in any diſagreeable 
circumſtances, we may have acceſs to the throne of grace, 
and there God can viſit us with manifeſtations of his favour. 
Let it be our care to ſecure his love and friendſhip, then 
we may be eaſy and happy any where. 
2, What awful and glorious thoughts of God, ſhould 
this grand repreſentation excite in our minds. Undoubt- 
edly it was deſigned to impreſs the prophet's heart with an 
holy reverence of God. Here we ſee his glorious attend- 
ants, his power over all creatures, his majeſty and ſplen- 
dour, in tie heavens his providence managing the affairs 
of the world; his vaſt, yet harmonious defigns; and 
Chriſt fitting upon the throne, directing and ſuperintend- 
ing all. We ſhould dwell eſpecially on the leading truth here 
ſuggeſted, that all things are under the conduct of a wiſe, 
over-ruling providence. Its deſigns may be deep and won- 
derful ; but are all wiſe and good. Let us reverence this 
glorious Being, truſt in him, and wait for the clearing up 
of = myſteries of providence, till mortality be ſwallowed 
e's Let us learn to imitate the holy angels in their prin- 
ciples, and the manner in which they ferve God. This 
viſion repreſents to us their attention, ſimplicity, prudence, 
dexterity, activity, unanimity, diſpatch, and perſeverance, 
in executing the divine commands. They make no miſ- 
takes, mind no diverſions, but are always intent, cheerful, 
ſpeedy, and unwearied. Theſe are the glorious examples 
we are to purſue. Have we not need to pray, that God's 
will may be done by us and others on earth, as it is done 
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in heaven ; and long for that day, when we ſhall be like 
the angels of God in heaven? In the mean time, 
4. Let it be our concern and ambition to ſecure an in- 


tereſt in him as our covenant God and father in Chriſt. 


The rainbow about the throne ſpeaks comfort to us, amidſt 
all the ſplendour and majeſty which adorn it. Without this, 
the glory would only dazzle and confound us. Let us re- 


joice in God, as our covenant God; that Jeſus our head 


and ſaviour preſides over the affairs of the church and the 
world; that in him all the promiſes are Yea and Amen, 
May we be intereſted in him, whoſe mercy is from everlaſting 
to everlaſting, and whoſe truth endureth throughout all gener- 
altons. 


- li. 
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CHAP. II. and CHAP. III. 13. 


The prophet, having been overwhelmed with the glorious viſion 
in the preceding chapter, is here ſtrengthened and comforted ; 
he is then commuſſioned to his office, and encouraged to be 
faithful, though he muſt be the meſſenger of unpleaſing tidings. 

I ND he ſaid unto me, Son of man,“ ſtand upon 
thy feet, put thyſelf in @ poſture of attention, and 

2 1 will ſpeak unto thee. And the ſpirit entered into 
me when he ſpake unto me, and ſet me upon my feet, 
that I heard him that ſpake unto me; being over. 
powered by the wiſion, he could not riſe without help, as 

3 was the caſe with Daniel and St. Fokn. And he faid 
unto me, Son of man, I ſend thee to the children of 
Iſrael, to a rebellious nation that have rebelled againſt 
me: they and their fathers have tranſgreſſed againſt 

4 me, [even] unto this very day. For [they are] im- 
pudent children and ſtiff-hearted ; or, although they be 
of an hardened countenance and a firm heart; though they 
have caſt off all ſhame, and grown worſe and worſe, I do 
ſend thee unto them ; and thou ſhalt ſay unto them, 

B 4 | Thus 
Some ſuppoſe this was an honourable title; others think it 


a diminutive one, and that there was ſomething in Ezekiel's cir- 
cumſtances which might render it proper. 
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Thus faith the Lord Gop ; thou ſhalt ſpeak in my name, 
5 and produce my authority. And they, whether they will 

hear, or whether they will forbear, (for they [are] a 
_ rebellious houſe,) yet ſhall know that there hath been 
a prophet among them; the wicked ſhall know it by the 
fulfilment of my threatenings, and the righteous by the per- 

formance of my promiſes. 

6 And thou, ſon of man, be not afraid of them, 
neither be afraid of their words, though briers and 
thorns [be] with, thee, and thou doſt dwell among 
ſcorpions ; tho? theu expoſeſt thyſelf to injurious and malig - 
nant treatment : be not afraid of their words, nor be 
diſmayed at their looks, though they [be] a rebellious 
hou, who, tho" they cannot perſecute thee in other ways 
while they are captives in Babylon, will do it by angry and 
7 ſpiteful words and looks. And thou ſhalt ſpeak my 
words unto them, whether they will hear or whether 

8 they will forbear: for they [are] moſt rebellious. But 
thou, ſon of man, hear what I ſay unto thee ; Be not 

thou rebellious like that rebellious houſe ; do not refuſe 
to go, be not backward to deliver the moſt diſagreeable 

+ - meſſages : open thy mouth, and eat that I give thee; 

©. that is, receive my inſtrudtions, commit them to memary, me- 
ditale upon and digeſt them, 

9 And when I looked, behold, an hand [was] ſent 
unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book [was] therein; 

10 And he ſpread it, before me: and it ¶ was] written 
within and without; 4 parchment roll, written on both 
aides: and [there was] written therein lamentations, 
and mourning, and woe; terrible judgments on the peo- 

ple for their fins, and no mercy to the Jews of that genera- 
tion. 

i Cuae. III. Moreover ke ſaid unto- me, Son of 
man, eat that thou findeſt; eat this roll, and go ſpeak 

2 unto the houſe of Iſrael. So J opened my mouth, and 

he cauſed me to eat that roll; I readily complied with 

3 Cd's command. And he ſaid unto me, Son of man, 

- - | cauſe thy belly to cat, and fill thy bowels with this 
roll that I give thee. Then did | cat ( it;] and it was 
in my mouth as honey for ſweetneſs; it was a n gods 

to 


* 
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to be called and employed as a prophet of God, to converſe 
with Jum, and ſee the viſions of the Moſt High; tio the 
word was bitter, conſidering the oppoſition it met with, and 

the ſad conſequences of their deſpiſing the meſſage. 
4 And he iaid unto me, Son of man, go, get thee 
unto the houſe of Iſrael, and ſpeak with my words 
5 unto them. For thou [art] not ſent'to a people of a 
ſtrange ſpeech and of an hard language, that would 
have been an additional burden, but] to the houſe of 
6 Iſrael; Not to many people of a ſtrange ſpeech and of 
an hard language, whoſe words thou canſt not under- 
ſtand. Surely, had I ſent thee to them, they would 
have hearkened unto thee ; thou wouldſt not have found 
7 equal obſtinacy among them. But the houſe of Iſrael will 
not hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto 
me: for all the houſe of Iſrael [are] impudent, or, of 
8 a firm forehead, and hard hearted. Behold, I have made 
thy face ſtrong againſt their faces, and thy forehead 
9 ftrong againſt their foreheads. As an adamant harder 
than flint have I made thy forehead : fear them not, 
neither be diſmayed at their looks, though they be] 
a rebellious houſe ; I have given thee courage in propor- 
10 tion to their obſtinacy and impudence. Moreover he ſaid 
unto me, Son of man, all my words that I ſhall ſpeak 
unto thee receive in thine heart, and hear with thine 
17 ears. And go, get thee to them of the captivity, 
- unto the children of thy people, and ſpeak unto-them, 
and tell them, Thus ſaith the Lord Gop; whether 
12 they will hear, or whether they will forbear. Then 
the ſpirit took me up, and I heard behind me a voice 
of a great ruſhing, | ſaying, ] Bleſſed [be] the glory of 
the LoxDd from his place; from heaven, to which the 
©1/ion was returning; or, by us his miniſtring ſpirits, colo 
13 are now in the place where hs glory dwelleth, [I heard] 
alſo the noiſe of the wings of the hving creatures that 
touched one another, and the noiſe of the wheels over 
14 againſt them, and a noiſe of a great ruſhing. So the 
ſpirit lifted me up, and took me away, and I went in 
bitterneſs, in the heat of my ſpirit 3 w0ith a variety of ſen- 
liments; my heart was ful! of fear about the meſſage, and 
concern 
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 * concern for the deſolations of Iſrael, and warmed with the 
favour that God had ſhown me: but the hand of the 


Lon was ſtrong upon me; ru K me 
to execute my 2 — 


REFLECTIONS. 


. is deſirable that the ſpirit of God ſhould accom- 
pany the word; and we have reaſon to expect it 
will, Ty Aus ſeck it. Ezekiel was commanded to ftand up 
and hear, and the ſpirit ſet him upon his feet. The ſpirit 
of God is the ſource of all our ſtrength and ability, and 
will enable us to perform what he commands us to do, if 
we attempt it. Then we may expect that God will ſpeak 
to our ſouls, when we are ready to do whatever he com- 
mands Let us therefore hear his word with reverence 
and a reſolution to comply with it; and then he will teack 
1 to profit by it. 

2. God's prophets have need of great diligence, cou- 
rage, and patience, in delivering their meſſages to men. 
It is their duty to ſtudy the ſeriptures, to receive and 
digeſt them; to turn them firſt into the nouriſhment of 
their own ſouls, then to explain and inculcate them faith- 
fully and boldly. They will find much difficulty in this 
work ; many rebellious perſons among thoſe whom they 
are to addreſs, who will give them a worſe reception than 
infidels, and try every method to frighten and diſc 
them. But they muſt do their duty, whether men will 
hear, or whether they will forbear. It is no wonder that 
there are many who will not hear them, for they will not 
hear God himſelf. But their obedience to difficult com- 
mands, and faithful perſeverance in their duty, will be 
attended with ſuch comfort, as will make them abundant 
amends for their labours, notwithilendmg the bitterneſs 
and reproach they meet with. 

ow deteſtable is the character of Iſrael, as here de- 
ſeribed⸗ and how careful ſhould we be to avoid it. All who 
deſpiſe the word of God, and will not regard what he ſays, 
are really againſt him; and they are prejudiced againſt 
W and do not heed what they ſay, becauſe they are 
prejudiced 
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eee © on law, But at they 
ſhall know, to their confuſion, that God hath ſent them; 
that they ſpake in his name, and by his authority ; and ſhall 
find what a dreadful thing it is to deſpiſe his meſſengers. 
The word of God, like the prophet's roll, is of , 
lamentation and mourning and woe, againſt thoſe who make 
light of it. May we act a contrary part; hear what God 
faith, by his word and miniſters ; eſteem his word more 
than our neceſſary food, receive it with appetite, meditate 
upon it, and digeſt it. Thus ſhall we be nouriſhed up 
in the word and doctrine, and at length be permitted to 
96 1 Ha ODE, Th the Lord in his heavenly place. 

! NON 


— — 


CH A P. III. 5, to the end. 


The propliet's glorious viſion and general commiſſion wwe have had 
before; he is here ſhown the tmportanct of being faithful; 
has another viſion, and further direftions. | de 

15 HEN I came to them of the captivity at Tel- 

abib, a place high up in the country, north of Baby- 
lon, but on the ſame river, that dwelt by the river of 

-  Chebar, and I fat where they fat, and remained there 
- aſtoniſhed among them ſeven days; ob/erving their diſ- 

Poſition, and waiting for a revelation from God, and I was 
' aſtoniſhed at their pride and corruption, and the terrible 

16 judgments _ upon the nation. And it came to pals 

at the end of ſeven days, prebably on their /abbath, that 

17 the word of the Loxp came unto me, ſaying, Son of 

man, I have made thee a watchman unto the houſe of 
Hrael : therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give 
them warning from me; 1 appoint thee a centinel to fore- 

18 ſee and foretell dangers.” When 1 ſay unto the wicked, 

Thou ſhalt ſurely die; and thou giveſt him not warn- 

| ing, 

» The prophets are often ſo repreſented, that foreſeeing the evil 
coming on many, they might warn them of their danger and duty. 

They were often ſent to particular .perſons; but miniſters now 


can only give general warnings; except where there is ſuficient 
information to ground a particulat addreſs upon. 


— 


26 among them: And I will make thy tongue cleave to 
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ing, nor ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked from his wicked 
way, to fave his life; the ſame wicked [man] ſhall die 
in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine 
hand ; he ſpall die, ſpall be puniſhed for his fins; the neg- 
left of the prophet ſball not be any excuſe for him, fince he 
had underſtanding and warning other ways; but the prophet 
all. be accountable for the loſs of his ſoul, as a man is for 
19 à murder to which he is acceſſary. Yet if thou warn the 
wicked, and he turn not from his wickedneſs, nor from 
his wicked way, he ſhall die in his iniquity ; but thou 
20 haſt delivered thy ſoul; art clear from guilt. Again, 
When a righteous [man] doth turn from his righteouſ- 
neſs, and commit iniquity, and I lay a ſtumbling- block 
before him, a temptation to fin, and particularly to idola- 
try, «ohich he might have reſiſted, he ſhall die: becauſe, 
or, altho* thou haſt not given him warning, he ſhall. 
die in his fin, and his righteouſneſs which he hath 
daone ſhall not be remembered; his former righteouſneſs 
Fall not avert the puniſpment , but his blood will I re. 
21 quire at thine hand. Nevertheleſs if thou warn the 
. righteous [man, ] that the righteous fin not, and he 
doth not fin, he ſhall ſurely live, becauſe he is warned; 
alſo thou haſt delivered thy foul. + : 
22 And the hand of the Loxp was there upon me; 
and he ſaid unto me, Ariſe, go forth into the plain, 
and I will there talk with thee, the place where thou art, 
not being ſo proper for the diſcoveries now to be made unto 
23 thee. Then I aroſe, and went forth into the plain: 
and, behold, the glory of the Loxp ſtood there, as 
the glory which I ſaw by the river of Chebar : and I 
24 fell on my face, Then the ſpirit entered into me, and 
ſet me upon my feet, and ſpake with me, and ſaid 
unto me, Go, ſhut thyſelf within thine houſe; pro- 
25 bobly to denote the fiege of Jeruſalem. But thou, O ſon 
of man, behold, they ſhall put bands upon thee, and 
ſball bind thee with them, and thou ſhalt not go out 


| the 

< Mr. Hear interprets this, that he ſhould be bound as a cri- 
minal or a madman, a diſturber of the publick peace; but it may 
be rendered, bonds ſhall be upon thee ;” and may be explained 
by the next verſe, | "a 
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the roof of thy mouth, that thou ſhalt be dumb, and 
ſhalt not be to them a reprover; that is, for ſome ſpace 
of time I will withhold revelations from thes: for they 

27 fare] a rehellious houſe. But when I ſpeak with thee, 
that is, give thee a commiſſion, and I will open thy 
mouth, thou ſhalt have free liberty to ſpeak, and thou 
ſhalt ſay unto them, Thus faith the Lord Gop; He 
that heareth, let him hear; and he that forbeareth, 
let him forbear at lus peril: for they [are] a rebellious 
houſe ; and this is the laſt warning I will give them, 


REFLECTIONS. 


i. TTERE is a deſcription of the difficulty and im- 
H portance of the miniſterial office; it is that of 


watchmen; a neceflary, but a laborious and dangerous 


office. To obſerve the ſtate of their people, to give them 
plain and faithful notice of their danger and duty, whether 
they be pleaſed or diſpleaſed; this is hard work ; the guilty 
will blame them, if they are faithful, and God will con- 
demn them if they are unfaithful. It will be a ſatisfaction 

to them to have done their duty and delivered their own 
' ſouls; and in many caſes this is all the ſatisfaction they 
muſt expect. With this awful paſſage before them, 

2. Minifters ſhould folemnly warn the wicked in the 
name of God. He faith, he wicked in general ſhall die in 
their iniquity. He faith to every wicked man, without 
diſtinction, Thou ſhalt ſure y die, if thou turneſt not from the 
wickedneſs of thy way and heart. Yet there is room for 
repentance; it is intimated, that if he turn, he ſhall live. 
This warning I give you; and were I to negle& to do 
this, it would be no excuſe for your wickedneſs ; you will 
die notwithſtanding; for your conſciences warn you, the 
providences of God warn you: therefore turn ye, turn ye, 
why will ye die, O houſe of 1ſrael ? 

3. Miniſters ſhould warn the righteous againſt apoſtacy. 
It is here plainly ee that a righteous man may turn 
from his righteouſneſs and practiſe iniquity; and therefore 
they have great need to be cautious and watchful. Men 
firſt leave the paths of righteouſneſs, and then commit 


iniquity 
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iniquity; thus they provoke God to lay a ftumbling- 
block in their way ; to withhold reſtraining grace, and = 
them up to their own hearts? luſts. By this means they 
will loſe what they have wrought, .and periſh in their 
iniquities ; their knowledge, profeſſions, learning, and en- 
joyments, will but aggravate their condemnation. Take 
heed therefore, brethren, leſt there be in any of you an evil 
heart of unbelief in departing from the living God. | 
4. Frequent retirement from the world is neceſſary, in 
order to our enjoying communion with God. The pro- 
phet was. to leave his countrymen, and retire into the 

lain, where God promiſed to talk with him; to ſhut up 
; himſelf in - his houſe, where God vifited him. Thus. 

miniſters muſt find time, much time, for ſtudy, and give 
themſelves to reading, meditation, and prayer, that they 
may be fitted for publick worſhip: and their friends 
ho hinder them, by expecting long and unneceſſary viſits, 
injure both their miniſters, their fellow chriſtians, and 
themſelves. It is the duty of all ſo to contrive their 
affairs, that they may have time for religious retire- 
ment. Thoſe who have a great deal of worldly buſineſs, 
(more than they need have if they were not earthly 
minded,) and thoſe who — a round of viſiting and 
amuſement, can enjoy but little of God, and the comforts 
of religion; and they loſe the nobleſt pleaſures that 2 
rational creature can enjoy upon earth. 

5. See how eafily and juſtly God can puniſh men for 
their contempt of his word and miniſters. The people 
flighted the prophet and his meſſage, and therefore God 
ſilenced him for a while, that he ſhould not reprove them. 
This intimates, that reproof is adapted to make men 
better; but that when it has often been given in vain, it 
is juſt in God to withhold it. The wicked look upon 
this as a privilege ; but, in the judgment of God, it is a 
calamity and a puniſhment. God may fee fit to remove 
or filence thoſe faithful miniſters whoſe ſervices are deſpiſed 
and neglected. And if all their labours and pains are 
thrown away upon ſuch an inſenſible people, he may re- 
ſolve to let them alone, and deprive them of the beſt 
means of improvement and happineſs. Upon the whole, 

| this 
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this is the comfort of faithful miniſters, that hey are unto 


God @ ſweet ſavour in them that periſh, and in them that are 
ſaved : to the former they are @ ſavour of death, and to the 


latter of life unto life : and who is ſufficient for theſe things? 


— - — nn 


The prophets taught by ations as well as by words; thus Exe- 
kiel delineates Feruſalem, and lays fieve to it, as a type of the 
manner in which the Chaldean army ſhould ſurround that city. 
The inhabitants there encouraged the captives to hope for a 

return; and they did hope for it, as long as Jeruſalem was 
ſafe , and began to repent of their ſubmitting to the Baby- 
lonians. But this viſion was deſigned to overthrow their con- 
fidence. I call it a viſion, for I have no doubt but it paſſed in 
viſion, and was afterwards rehearſed to the captives ;, or if it 
happened while the prophet was dumb, it was written down 
and communicated to them. 


" Hound ho mis take thee a tile” and © 


lay it before thee, and pourtray upon it the city, 
ſeven] Jeruſalem; draw a picture of a beſieged city and 

2 enemies ſurrounding it with warlike engines: And lay ſiege 
againſt it, and build a fort againſt it, and caſt a mount 
againſt it; ſet the camp alſo againſt it, and ſet [batter- 

3 ing] rams againſt it round about. Moreover take 
thou unto thee an iron pan, or plate, to ſhow the vio- 
lence of the attack made by the Chaldeans, and the obſtinate 
reſiſtance of the jews, and ſet it [for] a wall of iron be- 
tween thee and the city : and ſet thy face againſt it, 
and it ſhall be beſieged, and thou ſhalt lay fiege againſt 
it. This [ſhall be] a fign to the houſe of Iſrael. 

4 Lie thou upon thy left fide, and lay the iniquity of the 
houſe of Iſrael upon it: [according] to the number of 
days that thou ſhalt lie upon it thou ſhalt bear their 

5 iniquity. For I have laid upon thee the years of their 
iniquity, according to the number of the days, three 
hundred and ninety days, or years, 4 day being put for a 


| year : ſo ſhalt thou bear the iniquity of the houſe of 


Iſrael. 
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6 Iſrael.“ And when thou haſt accompliſhed them, lie 

again on thy right fide, and thou ſhalt bear the iniquity 

of the houſe 'of Judah forty days: I have appointed 

7 thee each day for a year,* Therefore thou ſhalt ſet thy 

face toward the ſiege of Jeruſalem, /ook toith a ſtern and 

angry countenance, and thine arm [ſhall be] uncovered, 

to denote the vigour and activity with which the Chaldeans 

would attack, and the jews refit them, and thou ſhalt pro- 

8 pheſy againſt it. And, behold, I will lay bands upon 

thee, and thou ſhalt not turn thee from one fide to an- 

other, till thou haſt ended the days of thy fiege; 7s 

denote the continuance of the fiege, that the Chaldeans ſhould 

be fixed and faſtened there, as by bonds, till the city was 
taken. | 

9 . Take thou alſo unto thee wheat, and barley, and 

beans, and lentiles, and millet, and fitches, he coar/eſt as 

well as the fineſt grain, to denote the famine during the ſiege; 

and put them in one veſſel, and make thee bread there- 

of, [according] to the number of the days that thou 

ſhalt lie upon thy fide, three hundred and ninety-days 

to ſhalt thou eat thereof. And thy meat which thou ſhalt 

eat, [ſhall be] by weight, twenty ſhekels a day; only ten 

ounces, becauſe of the great ſcarcity : from time to time 

11 ſhalt thou eat it. Thou ſhalt drink alſo water by mea- 

ſure, the ſixth part of an hin, about a pin: from time 

| to 

4 By lying in this poſture in his own houſe, ſome part of every day 

for three hundred and nnety days, he was to repreſent how long God 

would bear with them; or preſignify the puniſhment they ſhould bear 

for ſo long iniquity ; there being juſt three hundred and ninety years 

from the time of Jeroboam's ſetting up the calves in Dan and Bethel, 

to the migration of the laſt gleanings of thoſe tribes in the captivity of 

Zedekiah : and as their fins and provocations continued ſo many 

years, ſo it ſeems by this place that the fiege of Jeruſalem continued 

about ſo many days; for to this alſo do theſe days refer, as appears 


by v 


2 Ir 2 forty years from the time their covenant was renewed in 


Jofah's reign, (which was a great aggravation of their fins) to their 
deſtruction by the Chaldeans ; that is, three hundred and ninety years 
for the whole houſe of Iſrael, the twelve tribes, and forty more for 
the houſe of Judah. It is very remarkable that the fiege laſted about 
three hundred and ninety days. It continued indeed for eighteeen 
months, but was raiſed for five months, by the Egyptians coming to. 
their help; ſo that there was thirteen months cloſe ſiege. 
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12 to time ſhalt thou drink. And thou ſhalt eat it [as] 
barley cakes, and thou ſhalt bake it with dung that 
cometh out of man, in their ſight; how Halt have no 
other fuel, and be glad to eat any thing, tho" it be ever ſo un- 

13 clean. And the Lorp faid, Even thus ſhall the child- 
ren of Iſrael eat their defiled bread among the Gentiles, 

14 whither I will drive them. Then faid I, Ah Lord 
Gop! behold my ſoul hath not been polluted : for 
from my youth up even until now have I not eaten of 
that which dieth of itſelf, or is torn in pieces; neither 
came there abominable fleſh into my mouth; I begged 
to be excuſed from the circumſtance of dreſſing my food with 
human dung, ſuppoſing that this would have been a ceremo- 

15 nial pollution. Then he ſaid unto me, Lo, I have given 
thee cow's dung, a common fuel, for man's dung, and 
thou ſhalt prepare thy bread therewith, 

16 Moreover he ſaid unto me, Son of man, behold, I 
will break the ſtaff of bread, he ſupport of life, in Jeru- 
ſalem, and they ſhall eat bread by weight, and with 
care; and they ſhall drink water by meaſure, and with 
aſtoniſhment ; they ſhall be aſtoniſhed and diſtreſſed for want 
of more proviſions, and eat with care and anxiety about the 

17 next meal: That they may want bread and water, and 
be aſtoniſhed one with another, and conſume away, they 
ſhall look upon one another like perſons aſtoniſhed, and waſte 
and periſh by degrees, for their iniquity, 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, 15 is particularly diſpleaſing to God, when perſons 


break their ſolemn covenant engagements. The 
prophet was to bear the fins, that is, declare the puniſh- 
ment of the whole houſe of Iſrael for three hundred and 
ninety years, and of Judah's for forty years, that is, from 
the time their covenant was renewed. God took notice 
of that great national tranſaction, and it was a high ag- 
gravation of their fins that they acted contrary to their 
engagements. Let us learn caution from hence; remember 
the vows of God that art upon us, eſpecially thoſe entered 
into at the Lord's ſupper, on the baptiſm of our children, 
Vor. VI. C or 
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or any more ſecret vows; and be careful to pay them; leſt 
we fall under the diſpleaſure of the faithful, holy, and 
almighty Gd. n 

2. Good men are afraid of the leaſt thing or circum- 
ſtance that may have a tendency to defile their ſouls. The 
prophet even ſerupled (unneceſſarily indeed) what God had 
commanded him; and appealed to him, that he had not 
from his youth up polluted his foul with any abominable 
thing. This ſuggeſts another leſſon of caution to us, that 
we do not allow ourſelves in any thing by which we may 
contract guilt and pollution, tho' it may not be expreſsly 
forbidden by the law of God. It is very deſirable to be 
able, with the prophet, to appeal to God, that we have not 
only complied with the lefler matters of the law, but have 
abſtaĩned even from the appearance of evil. It is a great 
ſatisfaction to be able to fay, that we have done this from 
our youth up, even until now; that we have been conſcien- 
tious in the ſmalleſt matters; and never knowingly violated 
the dictates of conſcience ; and it will be a powerful argu- 
ment againſt temptation to ſay, * Hitherto my foul hath . 
not been polluted, therefore 1 will not now comply with 

tation,” ; 

3. God's indulgence to the prophet's ſcruples, ſuggeſts 
how much allowance ought to = made to tender conſcien- 
ces. There was nothing unlawful in what God commanded 
him to do ; but as the prophet ſcrupled it, God diſpenſed 
with that circumſtance. Such a regard all, and eſpecially thoſe 
in authority, ought to ſhow to tender conſciences, (tho? per- 
haps they might be too ſcrupulous) that they do not tempt, 
much leſs force them, to do what they judge or ſuſpect to 
be evil: and it would have been happy for the world, if in 
the conſtitution of chriſtian churches, men had ſhown that 
tenderneſs to their brethren, which God here ſhowed td the 
prophet; tho? his commands were undoubtedly wiſe and 
good. 
4. How great a bleſſing is peace to the world, and how 
thankful ſhould we be for it. This is a leſſon which many 
parts of this, as well as of Jeremiah's prophecy, ſuggeſts. 
The horrors of war, and the miſery of beſieged places, are 
ſtrongly painted out by theſe prophetick viſions ; and 8 
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would be painful to humanity to deſcant further upon them. 
What inhuman creatures are thoſe who delight in war 
how ungrateful are they to God! How cruel are they to 
their fellow ſubjects and fellow men, who are not thankful 
for the return of peace, but had rather that the miſeries of 
war ſhould be continued, than their partial, proud, ſelfiſh 
defires ſhould not be gratified! All theſe miſeries came 
upon the jews for their pride and ingratitude. To prevent 
the like, let us accept with all thankfulneſs the peace which 
God hath given us: and render to him according to the 
benefits done to us; left he bring upon us the horrors of 
war in all their perfection. 


CHAP. 


This chapter carries on the argument of the former, and ſhows 
the general deſtruttion of the jews after the fiege. 

[ ND thou, ſon of man, take thee a ſharp knife, 
| take thee a barber's razor, and cauſe ſit] to 
paſs upon thine head and upon thy beard : then take 

2 thee balances to weigh, and divide the [hair.'] Thou 

| ſhalt burn with fire a third part in the midſt of the 
city, when the days of the ſiege are fulfilled, which de- 

© notes the famine and peſtilence, and the burning of the city : 
and thou ſhalt take a third part, [and] ſmite about it 
with a knife, or ſword, to intimate that a third part of the 
inhabitants ſhould periſh by the ſword in their ſallies and in 
the florming of the city: and a third part thou ſhalt ſcat- 
ter in the wind; and I will draw out a ſword after 

3 them, -that is, they ſhall be driven into captivity. Thou 
ſhalt alſo take thereof a few in number, and hind them 

4 in thy ſkirts ; a remnant ſhall be preſerved. Then = 

| C 2 


The jewiſh writers obſerve, with great propriety, that this could 
not be really done, becauſe Ezekiel was a prieſt, and it was contrary 
to the law for prieſts to ſhave their heads and cut off their beards, it 
Was therefore only a viſion. The head, e the hair, 
the great number of its inhabitants, the razor, king of Babylon, 
and the balances, the exactneſs of God's judgments, 
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gf them again, and caſt them into the midſt of the fire, 
and burn them in the fire; [for] thereof ſhall a fire 
come forth into all the houſe of Iſrael; which may refer 
#0 ih ſe who continued in the land under Gedaliah, and after- 
.. wards went into Egypt and were deftroyed, (2 Kings xxv. 
22. Jeremiah xlii. 43, 44.) ſo that the whole land of I/. 
mae was deſolate, | | 
5 Thus ſaith the Lord Gon; This [is] Jeruſalem, 

a tis ſiguiſies Feruſalem : I have ſet it in the midſt of the 
nations and countries ſ that are] round about her; 7 
ve ſet her in an honourable ſtation, and intended her as a 

6 bleſſing to other nations by being a pattern of religion. And 
ſhe hath changed my judgments into wickedneſs, per- 


veried them to colour over her wickedneſs, more than the * 
nations, and my ſtatutes more than the countries that mY 
[are] round about her : for they have refuſed my judg- 5 


ments and my ſtatutes, they have not walked in them; 
© they have finned againſt clearer light and ſtronger comviftions. * 
7 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop; Becauſe ye mul- 1 
tiplied your idolatry and wickedneſs more than the nations = 
that [are] round about you, and] have not walked in 2 
my ſtatutes, neither have kept my judgments, neither 7 
have done according to the judgments of the nations 
that [are] round about you; have not been fo faithful, 
_ conſtant, and ⁊calous in the worſhip of your God, as they 
8 have been of their s; Therefore thus ſaith the Lord Gop ; 
Behold, I, even I, [am] againſt thee, and will execute 
judgments in the midſt of thee in the fight of the na- 
tions; I will bring my heavieſt judgments on your capital 
9 city. And I will do in thee that which I have not done, 
and whereunto ] will not do any more the like, becauſe 
of all thine abominations ; your puniſhment ſhall be greater 
and of longer continuance than thoſe of other nations, (which . f 
10 may include even their preſent calamities.) Therefore the 1 
fathers ſhall eat the bag in the midſt of thee, and the 
ſons ſhall eat their fathers; and 1 will execute judg- 
ments in thee, and the whole remnant of thee will I 
11 ſcatter into all the winds. Wherefore, [as] I live, 
faith the Lord Gop; Surely becauſe thou haſt defiled 
my ſanctuary with all thy deteſtable things, and _—_ 
2 
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all thine abominations, therefore will I alſo diminiſn 
[thee;] neither ſhall mine eye ſpare, neither will I 
have any pity. 

12 A third part of thee ſhall die with the peſtilence, and 
with famine ſhall they be confumed in the midſt of 
thee : and a third part ſhall fall by the ſword round 

about thee; and I will ſcatter a third part into all the 
winds, and I will draw out a {word after them in Egypt 

13 and other countries which they ſhall flee to. Thus ſhall _ 
mine anger be accompliſhed, and I will cauſe my fury 
to reſt upon them, and I will be comforted ; 7o'fpeak 
after the manner of men, I ſhall be pleaſed when I have rid 
the earth of thoſe who are the ſcandal of it : and they ſhall 
know that 1 the Lorp have ſpoken [it] in my zeal, 
when I have accompliſhed my fury in them; hat 7 
have done it out of a juſt concern for my honour and au 

14 thority. Moreover I will make thee waſte, and a re- 

roach among the nations that [are] round about thee, 

15 in the ſight of all that paſs by. So it ſhall be a reproach 
and a taunt, an inſtruction, that they may take warning by 
my j ts, and an aſtoniſhment unto the nations that 
[are] round about thee, when 1 ſhall execute judg- 
ments in thee in anger and in fury and in furious re- 

16 bukes. I the Loxb have ſpoken [it.] When I ſhall 
ſend upon them the evil arrows of famine, which ſhall 

be for their] deſtruction, and] which-1 will ſend to 
deſtroy you: and I will increaſe the famine upon you, 

17 and will break your ftaff of bread : So will 1 fend upon 
you famine and evil beaſts, wild beaſts ſhall deſtroy many 
of thoſe who flee or are carried captive, and they ſhall be- 
reave thee; and peſtilence and blood, or @ bloody peſti- 
lence and plague, that ſhall deſtroy multitudes, ſhall paſs 
through thee; and I will bring the ſword upon thee. I 
the Loxp have ſpoken [it.] This is often repeated, to 

ſhow how certainly and dreadfully theſe threatemngs ſhoula 
be accompliſhed. 
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ing a wicked people; they can fly to no place but 


Pa 


REFLECTIONS. 
E I us reflect on the variety and the rectitude of 


in his quiver; what a variety of ways he has of Xp 
ere he 

can reach and deſtroy them. Yet ſtill he weighs his judg- 

ments in the balance; all are exactly determined; there is 


* due proportion in his corrections, according to men's 


. Particular judgments are allotted to particular per- 

z and they are. lighter or heavier, according to their 

— — The conſideration of this is comfortable, when we 
think of the calamities of nations, that they are all deter- 


mined, regulated, and bounded, by unerring wiſdom and 


perfect righteouſneſs. 

2. When God diſtinguiſhes perſons by his providential 
bounties, it is with a view-to make them more uſeful to the 
world. When he gives them wealth or learning, and fixes 
them in ſtations of rank and power, it is that they may be 
more ſerviceable to others. Thus Jeruſalem was fet in the 


midſt of the nations round about, that it might enlighten 


and reform them. Let men of wealth and honour, and 
all heads of families, remember this, that God raiſes them 
* others, that they may be ſo much the more generous 
and charitable, and do more by their fortunes, influence, 
and example, to promote his glory, and ſupport the intereſt 
of religion: and that to whom much is given, of them much 
will be required. © 
3. Thoſe who abuſe religious advantages, are here de- 
ſcribed as the worſt of men. God (v. 7.) reproves the 
Iraclites as being worſe than heathens; for they had not 
changed their gods, nor neglected the worſhip of them, as 


Iſrael had done. Thoſe who have enjoyed a divine revelati- 


on and yet continue ignorant and yicious, will be condemn- 
ed by the ſober, virtuous lives of the heathens, who have it 
not: and when thoſe who have enjoyed a good education, 
been often and ſeriouſly inſtructed and warned by their 
parents and miniſters, who have at the ſame time ſet them a 


| good example, when ſuch forſake God and his ſervice, and 


turn 


the divine judgments, How many arrows are - 
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turn his judgments into wickedneſs, their guilt is highly 
aggravated; they are more vicious than others, do more 
diſhonour to religion, and miſchief to ſociety z and God 
will execute judgments upon them in anger and fury. 

4. The calamities which God brings upon nations, are 
intended to be warnings to others, When Jeruſalem was 


made deſolate, and the Iſraelites were deſtroyed and ſcatter- - 


ed by God's judgments, it was to be an inſtruction to the 
nations — about; for he expects that when his judgments 
are in the earth, the nations ſhould learn righteouſneſs. In like 
manner, when he puniſhes particular tranſgreſſors, he warns 
others; and it becomes us to hear, and fear, and not fin pre- 
ſumptuouſly. May we therefore obſerve his providences, and 
attend to the deſigns of them; come out from among the wick- 
ed, and be ſeparate; never partake of their fins, left we alſo 
partake of their plagues. X 


8 


— 


CHAP. VL 


We have here the judgment of Iſrael for their idolatry ; yet 6 
remnant ſhall be ſaved; and the faithful are exhorted to lament 


their calamities. | 
I ND the word of the Lozp came unto me, ſaying, 
2 Son of man, ſet thy face toward the mountains 


of Iſrael; (a ftrong way 1 people for their 
inattention and ſtupidity; and propheſy againſt them ; 
3 And ſay, Ye mountains of Iſrael, hear the word of the 


Lord Gop ; Thus faith the Lord Gop to the moun- - 


tains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the vallies, 
a8 all have been defiled with idolatry; Behold, I, [even] I, 
will bring a ſword upon you, the fiword of the Chaldeans, 
and I will deſtroy your high places ; either the places 
4 where the idols are worſhipped, or your fortifications. And 
Jour altars ſhall be deſolate, and your images ſhall be 
roken: and I will caſt down your ſlain [men] before 
your idols; they ſhall be flain before the idols, while 
committing themſelves to their protection, to ſhow how un- 


[0 a #.4 
y— an * 


5 able they are to help their worſhippers. And I will lay the 
i | C 4 | dead 


24 | 
© dead carcaſes of the children of Iſrael before their idols 
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and I will ſcatter your bones round about your altars, 
and thus pollute the places which are eſteemed ſacred. In all 
your dwelling places the cities ſhall be laid waſte, and 


the high places ſhall be deſolate; that your altars may 
be laid waſte and made deſolate, and your idols may be 


7 


= 
* 


9 


broken and ceaſe, and your images may be cut down, 
and your works may be aboliſhed. And the ſlain ſhall 
fall in the midſt of you, and ye ſhall know that 1 ſam] 
the Lon; I will nate the moſt ſtupid ſenſible of my 
hand, and own that the puniſhment was juſt. 

Yet will 1 leave a remnant, that ye may have [ſome] 


that ſhall eſcape the ſword among the nations, when ye 


ſhall be ſcattered through the countries, and to whom 
the promiſes made to their fathers ſhall be fulfilled. And 
they that eſcape of you ſhall remember me among the 
nations whither they ſhall be carried captives, becauſe I 
am broken with their whoriſh heart, or rather, when I 
have broken and ſubdued their whoriſh heart, which hath 
departed from me, ſo as 10 break their marriage covenant 


_ . with me, and with their eyes, ph o a whoring after 


10 


11 


their idols, which are tempted by ne ſhow which their 
idols make: and they ſhall lothe 2 for the evils 
which they have committed in all their abominations. 
And they ſhall know that I ſam] the Lok, [and that] 
I have not faid in vain that | would do this evil unto 
them; they ball ſee the threatenings accompliſhed, and that 
I have not puniſhed them without juſt canſe and a good fer, 
in bringing them back to God. 
Thus faith the Lord Gop; Smite with thine hand, 

and ſtamp with thy foot, and fay, Alas for all the evil 
abominations of the houſe of Ifrael ! for they ſhall fall 


by the ſword, by the famine, and by the peſtilence; 


deliver not prophecies of fuch tremendous evil in a cold, in- 
different manner, but with great ſerionſneſs and earneſtneſs, 


12 and with geſtures of grief and concern. He that is atar off 


from the city and the Chaldeons ſhall die of the peſtilence; 


and he that is near ſhall fall by the ſword ; he that is 
near the city, of to ſome ſtrong hold, where he thinks to re. 


tire, ſpall be flain before he gets thither| and he that re- 


maineth 
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maineth and is beſieged ſhall die by the famine : thus 
13 will IJ accompliſh my fury upon them. Then ſhall ye 
know that 1 ſam] the Loxb, when their ſlain [men] 
ſhall be among their idols round about their altars, 
upon every high hill, in all the tops of the mountains, 
and under every green tree and under every thick oak, 
the place where they did offer ſweet favour to all their. 
14 idols. So will I ftretch out my hand upon them, and 
make the land deſolate, yea, more deſolate than the 
wilderneſs toward Diblath, the worſt part of the wilder- 
neſs, in all their habitations : and they ſhall know that 

I ſam] the Lon pd. | 


REFLECTIONS” 


I. 1 T is juſt in God to make thoſe things our puniſh- 
ment which have been our fin, The idols of the 

Jews were deſtroyed by the Chaldeans, who were them- 
ſelves idolaters; and they were lain before their idols, 
that their fin might be ſeen in their puniſhment, and that 
thoſe who remained might have a proper conviction of the 
evil of their ways. Thus if men make money or pleaſure 
their idols, or make a god of their belly, it is juſt in God 
to bring poverty, pain, and fickneſs upon them. This 
thought ſhould be reflected upon, to prevent our being too 
fond-of any thing which may alienate the heart from God. 
2. The defign of afflictions is to bring God and fin to 
remembrance : that they may remember me and lothe them- 
ſelves, v. 9. Afflictions are intended and adapted to re- 
cover men's minds to a ſerious remembrance of God; of 
his patience with them, and mercy to them ; and of the 
various means he has uſed to lead them to repentance. 
They tend to convince men of the evil of fin, to make 
them abhor their former practices, and themſelves for 
being fo ſtupid as to be feduced into them : and when 
they duly conſider how highly they have provoked God, 
and grieved the good ſpirit of his grace, they will lothe 
themſelves ; and can hardly forgive themſelves, even when 
they hope that God hath forgiven them. This temper 
enters into the idea of true repentance z\ and tho* it be 
| excited 
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excited and occaſioned by trouble, yet a gracious God will 


accept it. | 
3. The dreadful conſequences of fin ought to be repreſent. 


ed to men with great earneſtneſs. The prophet is directed 


to ſmite with his hand, and ſtamp with his foot, that is, 
to deliver his meflage with life and emphaſis, and all the 
marks of deep concern ; to ſhow his ſenſe of the impor- 
tance of the meſſage, and how much his own heart was 
affected by it. And miniſters are ſtill to ſpeak like men 
in earneſt, to uſe every method of language and geſture 
that may be likely to awaken and influence the hearts of 
men. And they muſt be content to be ridiculed by con- 
ceited, captious hearers, if they can but rouſe, convert, 
and edify fouls. The authority of their Maſter, and the 
importance of their meſſage, require,” and will vindicate 
the moſt pathetic addreſſes. He that winneth ſouls is wiſe, 


| - | 
Wb be CH A'P.- VIL- 
This chapter foretells Judalls defalation, and the great diſtreſs 
e the ſmall remnant that ſhould eſcape ; and the prophet is 
directed to make a chain, as a type of the captivity, in which 
© both king and people ſhould be led in bonds to Babylon. 


I OREOVER the word of the Lon came unto 
3 M me, ſaying, Alſo, thou ſon of man, thus faith 
Lord Gop unto the land of Iſrael; An end, the 

end is come upon the four corners of the land; the four 
moſt diſtant parts; that is, a total deſolation;, and ſo it came 
to paſs, as moſt of thoſe uo were carried captive returned no 

3 more. Now is] the end [come] upon thee, and I will 
end mine anger upon thee, and will judge thee accord- 
ing to thy ways, and will recompenſe upon thee all 


. 4 thine abominations. And mine eye ſhall not ſpare 


. thee, neither will I have pity : but I will recom 
thy ways upon thee, and thine abominations ſhall be in 
the midſt of thee ; the puniſhment of them ſhall be manifeſt 
5 to all: and ye ſhall know that I ſam} the Loxb. Thus 
faith the Lord GOD; An evil, an only evil, an * 
; . ed, 
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6 ed, unparalleled evil, behold, is come. An end is come, 
the end is come: it watcheth for thee; it is juſt ready 

7 to ſeize thee; behold, it is come, The morning of that 
dreadful day is come upon thee, O thou that dwelleſt 

in the land : the time is come, the day of trouble [is] 
near, and not the ſounding again of the mountains, not 

4 vain echo and report. Now | will ſhortly pour out my 
fury upon thee, and accompliſh mine anger upon thee: 
and I will judge thee according to thy ways, and will 
recompenſe thee for all thine abominations.. And mine 
eye ſhall not ſpare, neither will I have pity : I will re- 
compenſe thee according to thy ways and thine abomi- 
nations [that] are in the midſt of thee; and ye ſhall 
know. that I [am] the Logo that ſmiteth ; not the king 

of Babylon, he is only my inſirument. Behold the day, 
behold, it is come: the morning is gone forth; the rod 
hath bloſſomed, pride hath budded ; the rod of oppreſſion 
and witkeaneſs prevails among them, and their pride increaſ- 
11 eh, Violence is riſen up into a rod of wickedneſs: there. 
fore none of them [ ſhall remain, ] nor of their multitude, 
nor of any of their's, neither {ſhall there be] wailing 
for them ; none of the tyrannical princes and magiſtrates, 
nor of the mob they ſet on; hardly any ſhall eſcape to bewail 
12 the calamities of others. The time is come, the day 
draweth near : let not the buyer rejoice, nor the ſeller 
mourn, for the enemy would ſoon have torn his property 
from him: for wrath [is] upon all the multitude thereof, 

13 both buyer and ſeller, rich and poor. For the ſeller ſhall 
not return to that which is fold, although they were yet 
alive; a young perſon, who has juſt ſaid an inheritance, 
ſhall ſcarcely ſee an end of the captivity ;, or if he ſhould re- 
turn, the land ſhall be jo deſolate that he ſhall not know his 
own inheritance: for the viſion [is] touching the whole 
multitude thereof, [which] ſhall not return; neither 
ſhall any ſtrengthen himſelf in the iniquity of his life, 

14 that is, in contempt of God's judgments. They have blown 
the trumpet, even to make all ready; but none goeth 

to the battle; hey are quite diſpirited, all their courage is 
gone : for my wrath 8 upon all the multitude thereof. 

15 The ſword [is] without, and the peſtilence and the fa- 
mine 
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mine within: he that [is] in the field ſhall die with 
the ſword ; and he that [is] in the city, famine and 

a ilence ſhall devour him. 

16 But they that eſcape of them, for a few, a ſmall rem- 

nat ſhall eſcape, and ſnhall be on the mountains like 

doves of the vallies, all of them mourning, every one 
17 for his iniquity. All hands ſhall be feeble, and all 
knees ſhall be weak [as] water, unable to fight, unable to 


18 fy. They ſhall alſo gird ſthemſelves] with ſackcloth, 


and horror ſhall cover them; and ſhame {ſhall be] 
all faces, and baldneſs upon all their heads; 
19 marks of confufion, ſorrow, and miſery. They ſhall caſt 
their filver in the ſtreets, and their gold ſhall be re- 
moved as an unclean thing ; they ſhall caſt it away from 
-' them, that they may flee more eaſily, and take away from 
' their purſuers the temptations to deſtroy them : their ſilver 
and their gold ſhall not be able to deliver them in the 
day of the wrath of the Loxp: they ſhall not ſatisfy 
their ſouls, neither fill their bowels ; ſhall not procure 
them neceſſaries during the fiege : becauſe it is the ſtum- 
bling-block of their iniquity ; 7t occaſſoned them to com- 
mit idolatry and other fins, and was employed in adorning 
their idols. 
20 As for the beauty of his ornament, heir beautify! 
- © * Femple, he ſet it in majeſty : but they made the images 
of their abominations ſand] of their deteſtable things 
therein: therefore have I ſet it far from them; I have 
21 removed them far from it, and have deſtroyed it. And 1 
will give it into the hands of the ſtran "Fi for a prey, 
and to the wicked of the earth for a and they 
22 ſhall pollute it. My face will 1 turn alſe o from them, 
I will wink at what their enemies are Sip to it, and 
fun away my face, as if I did not ſee them, and they 
ſhall pollute my ſecret [place :] for the robbers hi 
pay no regard to its holineſs, but ſhall enter into it, and 
e 
23 Make a chain, 10 link the captives together that they 
may be carried away: for the land is full of bloody 
crimes; of murders committed, or of capital crimes paſſed by, 


' ewhich the law condemned, and the city is full of violence. 
24 Wherefore 


—— 
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24 Wherefore I will bring the worſt of the heathen, the 
Chaldeans, the greateſt idolaters and moſt cruel oppreſſors, 
and they ſhall poſſeſs their houſes : I will alſo make 
the pomp of the ſtrong to ceaſe; and their holy places, 
the temple, its courts, and the whole city, ſhall be defiled. 

25 Deſtruction cometh; and they ſhall ſeek peace, and 

26 [there ſhall be] none. Miſchief ſhall come upon miſ- 
chief, and rumour ſhall be upon rumour ; then ſhall 
they ſeek a viſion of the prophet; but the law ſhall 
periſh from the prieſt, and counſel from the antients; 

| + their" prophets fhall be removed, or have no comfortable 

27 vi/ion, and their wiſeſt men ſhall be infatuated, The king, 

doo ſhould govern and comfort his people, ſhall mourn; 
and the prince, or general, who leads the army, ſhall be 
clothed with deſolation, and the hands of the people of 
the land ſhall be troubled ; there ſhall be à general con- 
fternation, none ſhall be able to help themſelves : I will do 
unto them after their way, and according to their 


deſerts will I judge them; and they ſhall know that I 


ſam] the Lorp. C 
R'EFL ECT FON'S. 


1. E are here taught the righteouſneſs of God in 

| his judgments; and that he deals with nations 
according to their deſerts. It is ſeveral times repeated 
in this chapter, I will recompenſe them according to their 
ways and all their abominations. He brings different calami- 
ties on different nations, according to their character. He 
judges men for all their conduct, their ſecret thoughts, 
and the principles on which they at, How careful then 
ſhould we be of all our ways, that we never forſake the 
path of righteouſneſs, never turn afide to any crooked 


2. We are here ſhown the vanity of earthly things. 
Publick troubles may ariſe; the buyer therefore ſhould 
not rejoice, nor the ſeller mourn; the ſeller in that caſe 
will have leſs to loſe, and the buyer more anxiety and fear ; 
men may be glad to caſt away that gold and filver, of 


them 


which they are fo fond, to preſerve their lives and aſſiſt 
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them in flight; and while it is continued, they may be in ſuch 
circumſtances that it will not furniſh them with meat and 
corn. Even in peaceful times ſuch circumſtances may ariſe, 
that money and eftates may be of no benefit, nor afford 


any comfort: at leaft a time will certainly come when they 


cannot profit. Since then the time 1s ſhort, it becomes 
thoſe that loſe, to mourn as tho? they loſt not; thoſe that 
buy, to rejoice as tho* they poſſeſſed not; and thoſe that 
uſe the world, not to abuſe it. 

3. How vain is boaſting and confidence in the form of 
godlineſs, while the power 1s wanting! The Jews boaſted 
of their magnificent temple, and thought God would never 
forſake his own palace: but he here declares, v. 22. My 
face will I alſo turn from them, and they ſhall pollute my ſecret 
place, for the robbers ſhall enter into it, and defile it. Thus, if 
men deſpiſe or negle& ordinances, God may take them 
away, and give his profeſſing people to be puniſhed by the 
heathen, by the worſt of the heathen. The Jews, in 
their trouble, ſought comfortable viſions from the pro- 
phets ; but as — ae 
in God's name, by way of reproof and exhortation, they 
ſhould have nothing to ſay to them by way of encourage- 
ment. God's miniſters can give no comfort in time of 


trouble to thoſe who have diſregarded their admonitions in 


time of proſperity. The general leſſon from the whole is, 
that the way of righteouſneſs is the only way of ſafety, 


peace, and happi 
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Here begins a ſcftion of prophecy, which extends to chap. xii. 

This contains Exeliel s 11/ion of jealouſy and the chambers of 

Imagery; the ſcene is at Feruſalem, ihe lime was fourteen 

months after the firſt viſion ; and the deſign is, to ſhow that 

the city ſhould not eſcape, as the captives hoped, and what 
abominations were done there in the midſt of their afflitions. 

I ND it came to paſs in the ſixth year, in the fixth 

month, ] in the fifth [day] of the month, ſas] 

ſat in mine houſe, and the elders of Judah fat before 

| me, 
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me, probably to attend worſhip in the 1 houſe, and 
receive inſtruction from God, that the hand of the Lord 
2 Gop fell there upon me. Then I beheld, and lo a 
likeneſs as the appearance of fire: from the appearance 
of his loins even downward, fire; and from his loins 
even upward, as the appearance of brightneſs, as the 
colour of amber, like the appearance in the firſt viſion, 
3 . i. 27. And he put forth the form of an hand, 
and took me by a lock of mine head; and the ſpirit 
lifted me up between the earth und the heaven, and 
brought me in the viſions of God to Jeruſalem,“ to 
the door of the inner gate that looketh toward the 
north, and that goeth into the court of the prieſts ; where 
| [was] the ſeat of the image of jealouſy, which pro- 
voketh to jealouſy ; that is, an image or idol ſet up to 
rival God in his own temple ;, thus affronting and pro- 
voking him, as the infidelity of a wife does her . 
4 And, behold, the glory of the God of Iſrael [was] there, 
to give. authorily to the viſion and to aggravate Iſrael's 
crimes, according to the viſion that I ſaw in the plain. 
5 Then ſaid he unto me, Son of man, lift up thine 
eyes now the way toward the north. So I Ii up 
mine eyes the way toward the north, and behold north- 
ward at the gate of the altar this image of jealouſy 
in the entry; it ſtood by the altar, that the people colo 
came to offer ſacrifices to Jehovah might be tempted to offer 
6 them to this idol. He ſaid furthermore unto me, Son 
of man, ſeeſt thou what they do? [even] the great 
abominations that the houſe of Iſrael committeth here, 
1 that I ſhould go far off from my ſanctuary? as # 
q he had ſaid, I appeal to thee and to them, whether this 
I not enough to provoke me, whether I am not as it were 
driven away from this place, and whether I can in honour 
inhabit or defend it any longer? but turn thee yet again, 
[and] thou ſhalt ſee greater abominations, committed by 
perſons of greater note, and nearer the moſt holy place. 
| ; 7 And 
t This is a key to other 288 in this book. He fell into 
a trance, and had as lively a repreſentation of the following 


ſcenes on his mind, as if he had actually ſeen them; and he 
related to the people what he ſaw. 
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15. Then faid he unto me, Haſt thou ſeen this,] O 
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7 And he brought me to the door of the court; and 
8 when 1 looked, behold a hole in the wall. Then ſaid 
he unto me, Son of man, dig now in the wall: and 
when I had digged in the wall, behold a door; à pri- 
9 vate back door by which they entered. And he ſaid unto 
me, Go in, and behold the wicked abominations that 
they do here; do not content thyſelf with looking thro? 
. the hole, but go in and take a full ſurvey of their wicked- 
10 neſs. So ] went in and ſaw; and behold every form of 
creeping things, and abominable beaſts wor/hipped as 
. © gods, and all the idols of the houſe of Iſrael, pour- 
trayed upon the wall round about; @ pantheon,. or tem- 
11 pie, adorned with the images of all their gods. And 
there ſtood before them ſeventy men of the antients of 
the houſe of Iſrael, and in the midſt of them ftood 
Jaazaniah the ſon of Shaphan, one whom the. prophet 
knew, with every man his cenſer in his hand; and 
- thick cloud of incenſe went up; theſe elders, who 
have known better and have puniſhed ſuch practices, 
were the greateſt idolaters; and all of them ated as prieſts. 
12 Then ſaid he unto me, Son of man, haſt thou ſeen 
what the antients of the houſe of Iſrael do in the dark, 
every man in the chambers of his imagery ? or in his 
bed chambers ; intimating, that beſides the things done in 
the: chapel abovementioned, they had little chambers, in 
imitation of it, in their own houſes: for they ſay, The 
Loxp ſeeth us not; The Loxzp hath forſaken the earth; 
therefore wwe are under no obligations to ſerve him, but may 
ſerve thoſe idols whoſe worſhippers are proſperous. 
13 He faid alſo unto me, Turn thee yet again, [and] 
14 thou ſhalt ſee greater abominations that they do. Then 
he brought me to the door of the gate of the Lorv's 
houſe which [was] toward the north; and, behold, 
there ſat women weeping for Tammuz ; and who pro- 


| bably proftituted themſelves in honour of their god, and 


gave themſelves up to vile affections.“ 


ſon 


ty Some ſuppoſe Tammoz to be the Ofiris of the Egyptians, 


and the Adonis of the Greeks. Pauſanias mentions a c * in 
ä Which 
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ſon of man? turn thee yet again, [and] thou ſhalt 

16 ſee greater abominations than theſe, And he brought 

me into the inner court of the Lorp's houſe, the 
court of the prieſts, and, behold, at the door of the 
temple of the Lorp, between the porch and the 
altar, [were] about five and twenty men, with their 
backs toward the temple of the Logp, and their faces 
toward the eaſt; and they worſhipped the ſun toward 
the eaſt ; theſe were probably prieſts, who turned their 
backs on the holy of holies, in contempt of Fehovah, and, 
like the heathen, worſhipped toward the eaſt. 

17 Then he ſaid unto me, Haſt thou ſeen [this,] O ſon 
of man? Is it a light thing to the houſe of Judah that 
they commit the abominations which they commit here ? 
for they have filled the land with violence, and have re- 
turned to provoke me to anger: and, lo, they put the 
branch to their noſe ; or rather, a branch to my wrath ; 
repreſenting God's wrath as fire, to which they, by their 

18 fins, added fuel. Therefore will I alſo deal in fury: 
mine eye ſhall not ſpare, neither will I have pity : and 
though they cry in mine ears with a loud voice for 
mercy, [yet] will I not hear them, 


REFLECTIONS. 


1, VI E here ſee that God did not leave his people 

W deſtitute of the means of grace, even in their 
captivity. It was an inſtance of his goodneſs to them, 
that prophets were among them, to teach, in their own 
houſes, thoſe who would come there to worſhip. Tho 
baniſhed from the temple, yet they had religious inftruc- 


tions in Babylon. This ſhowed that the preſence of God 


was not confined to the temple, and proves that divine wor- 
ſhip may ſtill be lawfully and profitably celebrated in pri- 
Vor. VI. D vate 


which the women wept for Adonis. Some learned men think 
that Tammuz, Ofiris, Adonis, and Apollo, were all names for 
the ſun; and we have accounts of ſome feaſts celebrated in Greece 
and Epypt like this. | 

i Biſhop Nzwcout tranſlates it, Lo, they ſend forth à ſcornfſul 
noiſe tire their noftrils, 
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vate houſes, where there are not other conveniencies; and 
it will be happy, if men's afflictions teach them to value 
the word and ordinances of God wherever they are ad- 
miniſtered. | 2 I 
2. The wickedneſs of this people is very lamentable. 
To think of the elders and prieſts of Iſrael, amidſt the 
calamities of their country, practiſing the idolatries of all 
their neighbours, even in the temple itſelf, and affronting 
God in his own houſe; what can be more monſtrous and 
deteſtable! How various were the abominations which 
were here practiſed, and how juſt were God's judgments 
upon them! Let us fear for ourſelves. The prophet's 
viſion is too juſt a deſeription of our own hearts. Some 
abominations preſent themſelves at firſt view; but the more 
narrowly we ſearch, the more and greater we ſhall diſcern ; 
which ſhould humble us before God, and make us careful to 
ſearch out and put away our ſins, which are ſo diſpleaſing 
to him. 
3. The ſource of iniquity is forgetfulneſs of the pre- 
ſence and knowledge of God. It is no wonder this people 
arrived to ſuch a piteh of impiety, when they ſaid, The 
Tord ſeeth us not. They did it in the dark, that they 
might keep their places and preſerve their characters; 
thinking, becauſe men did not ſee that God did not. 
But no darkneſs nor ſhadow of death can conceal us from 
his eye. He revealed what they did to the prophet, tho 
he was at a great diſtance from them. May we guard 
inſt this error; never think God to be ſuch an one as our- 
ſebves, but ſet him afways before us ;. and remember that here 
isn day coming when his righteous judgment ſhall be revealed, 
and he twill bring every work into judgment, with every ſecret 
thing, whether it be good or evil. | 
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Me had the viſion of Ifrael's wickedneſs in the former chapter; 
here is the viſion of their ruin, and the preſervation of the 
Plans remnant, 

i HE 
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1 ILIE. the majeſtic perſon on the throne, cried allo in 
mine ears with a loud voice, 10 engage my atten- 

tion, and to denote how terrible the judgments ſhould be, 
ſaying, Cauſe them that have charge over the city 
to draw near, or, thoſe that have a charge are drawing 
near, that is, thoſe wha are appointed to avenge me on 
Feruſalem, even every man [with] his deſtroying wea- 
2 pon in his hand. And, behold, fix men came from 
the way of the higher gate, which lieth toward the 
north, from Babylon, (perhaps referring to the Chaldean 
arm as compoſed of fix nations, for we read of fix princes 
or commanders of it) and every man a ſlaughter weapon 
in his hand; and one man, or angel among them [ was] 
clothed with linen, Zke @ prieſt ; with a writer's inkhorn 
by his fide; and they went in, and ſtood beſide the 
brazen altar, becauſe the Fews were to be flain as ſo many 
ſacrifices to divine juſtice, and to avenge the pollution of the 
3 altar. And the Shekinah, or glory of the God of Iſrael 
was gone up from the cherub, or cherubim, whereupon 
he was, to the threſhold of the houſe, or temple, as 
departing from it, and to meet the meſſengers of vengeance, 
and give them their commiſſion. And he called to the man 
clothed with linen, which [had] the writer's inkhorn 


| 4 by his fide ; And the Loxop faid unto him, Go through 


the midſt of the city, through the midſt of Jeruſalem, 
and ſet a mark upon the forcheads of the men that figh 
and that cry for all the abominations that be done in 
the midſt thereof; of thoſe who ſighed in ſecret and cried 
before God; ta intimate, that providence would in an ex- 
traordinary manner preſerve them; ſame of the pious might 
be carried captive, ſome of the wicked might be ſpared, and 
perhaps ſome of the godly might fall; but this was to be 
the general rule in the conduct of providence ; this therefore 
was firſt to be done. | 
5 And to the others he ſaid in mine hearing, Go ye 
after him through the city, and ſmite: let not your 
6 eye ſpare, neither have ye pity : Slay utterly old [and] 
young, both maids, and little children, and women; 
ut come not near any man upon whom [is] the mark, 


either to injure or frighten him; and begin at my ſanc- 
D 2 tuary, 
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6 tuary, <which had been more eſpecially polluted.* Then 
they began at the antient men which [were] before 
the houſe; the prieſts and elders, who worſhipped the ſun, 


7 (fee chap. viii. 16.) And he ſaid unto them, Defile the 


| houſe, and fill the courts with the ſlain: go ye forth, 
and they went forth, and flew in the city. 

8 And it came to paſs, while they were flaying them, 

and I was left, of which I had a grateful and affelion- 

ate ſenſe, that I fell upon my face, and cried; I imme- 


diately interceded for Iſrael as God's people, that a remnant 


might be ſpared, and ſaid, Ah Lord God! wilt thou 
deſtroy all the reſidue of Iſrael in thy pouring out of 
9 thy fury upon Jeruſalem ? Then ſaid he unto me, The 
iniquity of the houſe of Iſrael and Judah [is] exceed- 
ng great, and the land is full of blood, and the city 
of perverſeneſs, or, wreſting of judgment : for they 
ſay, The Loxp hath forſaken the earth, and the Lozp 
ſeeth not; he takes no notice, will not call ws. to account. 
10 And as for me alſo, mine eye ſhall not ſpare, neither 
will I have pity, [but] I will recompenſe their way 
upon their head; they have brought this judgment upon 
II themſelves, and I will not remove it. And, behold, the 
man clothed with linen, which [had] the inkhorn by 
hhhis ſide, reported the matter, ſaying, I have done as 
thou haſt commanded me, and have marked them all. 


REFLECTIONS. 


OW 8 to God are the ſins of men, eſ- 

pecially thoſe of his profeſſing people. Obſerve 

the dreadful expreſſion of this before us; he ordains and 
commands the inſtruments of his vengeance gt to have 
pity ; not to ſcruple to defile the temple elf with the blood of 
theſe obſtinate offenders ; and declares, that he himſelf would 
not pity. He commands them to begin at the ſanctuary, 
to puniſh the ringleaders and his miniſters firſt, He hates 
fin in all, but moſt in thoſe, who by their profeſſions and 
| Rations are neareſt to him, and have enjoyed the greateſt 
17 privileges 

* There is a reference to this in 1 Pet. iv, 17. Where judg- 
ment is ſaid to begin at the houſe of God, 
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privileges and advantages. This ſhould fill our hearts 
with a great and conſtant dread of fin, leſt we provoke the 
moſt merciful and compaſſionate of all beings 10 have no 
* We are again taught to what moſt of the impiety of 
the world is owing, namely, to a forgetfulneſs of God, 
v. 9. Therefore they hardened their hearts in wickedneſs. There 


may be ſuch abſurd and impious ſentiments in thoſe who 


are not idolaters; they may forget the perfect knowledge 
of God, his ſpotleſs righteouſneſs, and that he will call 
them to account for all that they have done. To keep us in 
the way of duty, let us labour to preſerve upon our hearts 
an habitual ſenſe of God; that he hath not forſaken the 
earth; but ſearches our hearts, remembers all our doings, 
and will bring every work into judgment. 

3. We learn the duty of God's people in times of pre- 
vailing wickedneſs, viz. To keep themſelves pure, and lament 
the ſins of others. Doubtleſs thoſe good men who were 
marked did not delight in the fins of others; but ra- 
ther attempted to reform a wicked age, by their admo- 
nitions and good examples. And when nothing elſe was 
left for them to do, they lamented their degeneracy before 
God, cried earneſtly to him for mercy toward a guilty 
land, and, like the prophet, earneſtly prayed that if the 
judgment might not be averted, it might be lightened. 
Thus it becomes us act; to behold tranſgreſſors with grief; 
to affect our hearts with that wickedneſs, which we cannot 
but ſee, and which it is not in our power to remove; tho” 
oy friendly effort ſhould be uſed, while there is any 
proſpect of ſucceſs, 

4. We ſee the care that God takes of his ſervants in 
times of general calamity, This figurative and beautiful 
deſcription ſuggeſts to us, that the Lord knoweth them that 
are his, however obſcure and overlooked, however deſpiſed 
and evil treated; that he will, if he ſees it beſt, by his 
tee u. preſerve them; but, if any of them ſhould fall 
y any general pagan - that he will amply reward their 


fidelity and zeal in a future ſtate, - Let us ſee to it that 


we be of this number: for of them it is written, They 
D 3 Hall 
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"oi ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, in the day when I make 
up my jewels. 


2 » | . 
R.. 


This chapter is deſigned to repreſent to the prophet, and by him 
zo the people, two great calamities that were yet to come upon 
them, the burning of Jeruſalem, and the departure of God's 
glory from the temple. — The viſion is repeated here which he 
Jaw at firſt of the glory of God, his attendant angels, and 

, . the adminiſtration of his providence. 
I HEN TI looked, and, behold, in the firmament 
| that [was] above the head of the cherubims 
appeared over them as it were a ſapphire ſtone, 
2 as the appearance of the likeneſs of a throne, And 
he ſpake unto the man clothed with linen, and ſaid, Go 
in between the wheels, [even] under the cherub, and 
fill thine hand with coals of fire from between the 
cherubims, and ſcatter them over the city; to intimate 
that the city and temple ſhould be burned. And he went 
? 3 in in my fight, Now the cherubims ſtood on the 
| right ſide of the houſe, when the man went in; and 
- 


the cloud filled the inner court as it was coming out of 
4 the temple. Then the glory of the Lox p went up, or, 
was hfted up from the cherub, [and ſtood] over the 


| | threſhold of the houſe; and the houſe was filled with 
=”. | the cloud, and the court was full of the brightneſs of 
5 the Loap's glory. And the ſound of the 2 — 
. © wings was heard [even] to the outer court, as the voice 


of the Almighty God when he ſpeaketh; that is, like 
the noiſe of thunder, as they were now going to execute terri- 

6 ble judgments. And it came to paſs, [that] when he had 
commanded the man clothed with linen, faying, Take 
fire from between the wheels, from between the cheru- 

- bims; then he went in and ſtood befide the wheels. 
7 And fone] cherub ſtretched forth his hand from be- 
tween the cherubims unto the fire that [was] between 
the cherubims, and took ſthereof,] and put [it] into 

| the 
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the hands of [him that was] clothed with linen: who 
took [it, ] and went out; 10 fignify his putting the com- 
mand immediately into execution. | — 
8 And there appeared in the cherubims the form of a 

9 man's hand under their wings. And when 1 looked, 
behold the four wheels by the cherubims, one whesl 
by one cherub, and another wheel by another cherub : 
and the appearance of the wheels [was] as the colour 

10 of a beryl ſtone.” And ſas for] their appearances, they 
four had one likeneſs, as if a wheel had been in the 

11 midſt of a wheel, When they went, they went upon 
their four ſides; they turned not as they went, but to 

the place whither the head looked they followed it ; they 

12 turned not as they went. And their whole body, and 
their backs, and their hands, and their wings, and 

the wheels, [were] full of eyes round about, ſeven] 

13 the wheels that they four had. As for the wheels, it 
was cried unto them in my hearing, O wheel; the wheels 
were animated, and therefore addreſſed as being capable of 
obeying the great charioteer ; and they are addreſſed as one 
wheel, to intimate the admirable unity of defign that runs 

14 tro all God's works and diſpenſations. And every one 
lad four faces: the firſt face [was] the face of a cherub, 
and the ſecond face [was] the face of a man, and the 
third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an 

15 eagle. And the cherubims were lifted up to attend the 
divine glory wherever it went. This [is] the living crea- 

16 ture that I ſaw by the river of Chebar. And when the 
cherubims went, the wheels went by them; and when 
the cherubims lifted up their wings to mount up from 
the earth, the ſame wheels alſo turned not from beſide 

17 them. When they ſtood, theſe] ſtood; and when they 
were lifted up, [theſe] hfted up themſelves [alfo: ] 

for the ſpirit of the living creature [was] in them; one 

18 principle of reaſon and obedience diretled them ail. Then 
the glory of the Loxn departed from off the threſhold 
of the houſe, and ſtood over the cherubims, and thus 
| D 4 deen 
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5 1 What is here ſaid to have the face of a cherub, has in the 
if firſt chapter the face of an ox; from whence it appears probabie 
that a cherub was repreſented by a winged ox, ; 
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49 went further from the temple. And the cherubims lifted 
2 


their wings, and mounted up from the earth in my 
they went out, the wheels alſo [were] 
and [every one] ſtood at the door of the 
gate of the Lond's houſe, and the glory of the 
Iſrael [was] over them above.“ This [is] the 
living ereature that I ſaw under the God of Iſrael, by 
the river of Chebar; and I knew that they [were] the 
cherubims ; having, as a prieſt, ſeen their form carved in 
21 the holy place. Every one had four faces apiece, and 
every one four wings: and the likeneſs of the hands 
22 of a man [was] vn, their wings. And the likeneſs 
of their faces [was] the ſame faces which I ſaw by the 
river of Chebar, their appearances and themſelves : 
they went every one ſtraight forward. 


REFLECTIONS, 


1. E T us endeavour to fill our minds with an hol 
awe of the majeſty and glory of God. To fun: 4 
the prophet and the people with this, a further view is here 
given of the eur of God, as before repreſented. Let 
us view him by faith as ſeated on a majeſtic throne, ſur- 
rounded with an hoſt of bright intelligencies, always ready 
to execute his commands, Let us think of the admirable 
' wiſdom and unity of defign, which runs thro' his opera- 
tions, however perplexed or contradictory they may appear 
to us. While we rejoice that the Lord hath prepared his 
throne in the heavens, and that his kingdom ruleth over all, 


let us think of him and worſhip him with due ſeriouſneſs 


and veneration; for God is greatly to be feared, and to be had 
in reverence of all them that draw nigh unto him, 


2. We obſerve the hand of Providence in the 


calamities that come upon mankind. The Chaldeans burn- 


ed the city and temple ; but here an angel is repreſented as 
-_, ſcattering fire over by the command of the 195 we 


irec- 
tion 

» Theſe cherubims were like a ſplendid chariot, to convey the 
glory of the Lord away from its antient reſiden ce in the temple; 


and accordingly are called in Chronicles, the chariot of the cheru- 
dims that covered the ark. 


Whether a town or houſe is burned, it is under the 
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tion of providence : whenever there is evil in a city, he 
Lord hath done it : and it becomes us to revere his power, to 


adore his juſtice, to humble ourſelves under his righteous 
hand, and learn wiſdom and obedience by what we our. 
ſelves or others ſuffer. 

3. How dreadful is the caſe of any people when the 
lory of the Lord is taken from them ! Its departure from 
eruſalem is deſcribed by many lively and affecting ſcenes, 

eſpecially here. Let us obſerve the juſtice of God in re- 
moving his preſence, when his people had affronted him, 
and tired out his patience by their idolatry and abomina- 
tions, Obſerve alſo his mercy z he removed by degrees; 
the cloud of glory came firſt into the holy place, from the 
moſt holy; then to the threſhold ; then to the court; then 
to the gates of the court; as if he was loth to remove, and 
waited to ſee whether the prieſts in the temple, or the peo- 
ple in the courts, would take warning, and by repentance 
and prayer engage his ſtay, God's — 7; — „his gracious 
preſence, the aſſiſtances of his Spirit, are the glory of our 


aſſemblies; and if we abuſe or neglect theſe, and thus 
affront him, he will remove; then he glory is deparigd, and 


nothing good remains. The ſhape of religion, the form 

leg, without its life and ſpirit, is unprofitable and 
d ive. Theſe things were toritten for our admonition ; 
and woe unto us if God depart from us! 


CHAP. XI. 


Contains matter of terror to the wicked preſumptuous jews at 
Feruſalem, and of comfort to the captives in Babylon. 


I OREOVER the ſpirit lifted me up, and brought 

me unto the eaſt gate of the Loxp's houſe, 
which looketh eaſtward ; where the glory of the Lord ftood, 
(ch. X. 19.) and where the court of juſtice was kept : and 
| behold at the door of the gate five and twenty men; 
among whom I ſaw Jaazaniah the fon of Azur, and 
Pelatiah the fon of Benaiah, princes of the people, 


who were chief inſtruments in cauſ/mg the city to hold out, 
| "OM 


: 
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2 and in preventing its ſurrender. Then faid he unto me, 
Son of man, theſe [are] the men that deviſe miſchief, 
tho they pretend the publick good, and give wicked coun- 
ſe] in this city, counſel to continue in idolatry and rebellion. 

3 Which fay, [It is] not near; let us build houſes ; he 
deſolation threatened is not near, tho“ it ſhould come at laſt ; 

et us therefore build houſes, and enjoy our fortunes and plea- 
= fares: this [city is] the caldron, and we be] the fleſh.” 

4 - Therefore propheſy againſt them, propheſy, O fon 

5 of man. And the Spirit of the Lon fell upon me, 

and faid unto me, Speak; Thus faith the Logp; 
Thus have ye ſaid, O houſe of Iſrael : for I know the 
things that come into your mind, [every one of] them; 
tue you have ſaid them ſecretly to one another, or only in- 

6 dulged the thoughts in your own mind. Ye have multiplied 

your ſlain in this city, and ye have filled the ſtreets there- 
of with the lain ; thoſe who have been or ſhall be deſtroy- 
ed in your city by your fooliſhly holding out, fhall be imputed 
to you as your ſlain, as well as thoſe whom you have actually 

7 deftroged by unjuſt edifis. Therefore thus faith the Lord 
Gop; Your flain whom ye have laid in the midſt of it, 
they [are] the fleſh, and this [city is] the caldron : but 

1 wilt bring you forth out of the midſt of it; the dead 
Hall be all tlas are left in the city, you ſhall neither be 
ſecure nor ſhall you die there, but be reſerved for another 

8 puniſhment. Ye have feared the ſword, and pretended 

1 . - that as @ reaſon why you did not ſurrender; and I will 
no | 3 9 bring a ſword upon you, faith the Lord Gov. And I 
| 
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will bring you out of the midſt thereof, where you think 
yourſelves moſt ſecure, and deliver you into the hands of 
ſtrangers, and will execute judgments among you; he 
ſtrangers whom you feared, and to whom you would not ſub- 
10 mit, ſhall overcome you. Ye ſhall fall by the ſword; I 


YA Y will judge you in the border of Iſrael; and ye ſhall 
5 4 11 know that I [am] the Lon vo. This [city] ſhall not be 
your 


This is a reference to Jeremiah's prophecy, ch. i. 13. he had ſeen 


2 profane men made a banter of this; they compared themſelves 
= to meat boiling in a pot., and intimate that they were yet very 

* firong, and ſhould bear a great deal of boiling before they came 
to Pie ccs. ; | 


a boiling pot, as an emblem of the city all in a fermentation ; theſe 
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your caldron, neither ſhall ye be the fleſh in the midſt 
thereof; [but] I will judge you in the border of Iſrael; 
the city (the caldron) as well as you ſhall be deſtroyed ; which 
was fulfilled when Nebuchadnezzar condemned and exe- 
cuted the princes and nobles of Iſrael in Riblah, on the bor- 
ders of Iſrael, Jer. In. 9, 10. And ye ſhall know that 1 
ſam] the Log : for ye have not walked in my ſtatutes, 
neither executed my judgments, but have done after 
the manners of the heathen that are] round about you; 
have practiſed their abominable idolatries, and therefore you 
cannot wonder that I ſhould forſake you. | 

And it came to paſs, when ] propheſied, that Pela- 
tiah the ſon of Benaiah died; he ſeemed to me in viſion to 
be firuck dead; a certain fign that his death would quickly 


follow, Then fell I down upon my face, and cried 


with a loud voice, and faid, Ah Lord Gop ! wilt thou 
make a full end of the remnant of Iſrael ? wilt thou take 
them all away by the ſtroke of thy vengeance ? 

Again the word of the Loxp came unto me, ſaying, 
Son .of man, thy brethren, [even thy brethren, ] the 
men of thy kindred, or, thy fellow captives, and all the 
houſe of Iſrael wholly, even all of them, [are] they unto 
whom the inhabitants of Jeruſalem have ſaid, Get you 
far from the Logp : unto us is this land given in poſ- 
ſeflion ; they looked upon the captives as apoſtates, becauſe 


they had ſurrendered to the Chaldeans; they thought that 


God had diſowned them, betauſe they were in a ſtrange land, 
and that themſelves were the only people of God, becauſe 
they were left at Jeruſalem. Therefore ſay, Thus faith 
the Lord Gop; Although I have caſt them far off 


among the heathen, and although I have ſcattered 


them among the countries, yet will I be to them as a 
little ſanctuary, ſuited to their number and circumſtances, 
in the countries where they ſhall come; they ſhall enjoy 
my preſence, have opportunities of converſe with me in Ba- 


17 Hlon, tho” far from the jewiſh ſanctuary. Therefore ſay, 


Thus faith the Lord Gop; I will even gather you, as 
a pretious commodity, from the people, and aſſemble 
you, as an honourable body, out of the countries where 
ye have been ſcattered, and I will give you the land 

| of 
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18 of Iſrael, you all have the grant and promiſe of it. And 
they ſhall come thither, heir poſterity ſhall poſſeſs it, and 
they ſhall take away all the deteſtable things thereof 
and all the abominations thereof from thence ; heir cap- 

. tivity ſball be the means of curing them of idolatry, which it 

19 afually did. And I will. give them one heart, entirely 
fer God, and not divided, and I will put a new ſpirit 
within you, new diſpo/itions, or, an excellent ſpirit , and 1 
will take the ſtony heart out of their fleſh, and will 
give them an heart of fleſh, 4 ſerious, humble, tender, and 

20 obedient heart: That they may walk in my ſtatutes, or 

moral law, and keep mine ordinances, the ordinances of 

religious worſhip, and do them : and they ſhall be my 
= people, and I will be their God; I will renew my cove- 

21 nant with them, tho they now ſeem to be caſt off. But [as 

-u | for them] whoſe heart walketh after the heart of their 

24 deteſtable things and their abominations, who love idol- 

4 atry as well as they formerly did, I will recompenſe their 

* way upon their own heads, ſaith the Lord Gop; I will 

4 Show my juſtice upon ſuck, and there needs nothing more to 

Aj; make them miſerable. | 

Y 22 Then did the cherubims lift up their wings, and the 

1 wheels beſide them; and the glory of the God of Iſrael 

23 [was] over them above. And the glory of the Loxo 
went up from the midft of the city, and ſtood upon the 
mountain which [is] on the eaſt fide of the city; the 
Shekinah came firſt out of the moſt holy place into the holy, 
then to the threſpold, then to the court, then to the gate of 
the houſe, and then to the mount of Olives ; thus it gradu- 
ally departed, and ſhowed that their glory would ſoon be 

one. 

24 5 Afterwards the ſpirit took me up, and brought me 
in a viſion by the Spirit of God into Chaldea, to them 
of the captivity. So the viſion that I had ſeen went up 

25 from me. Then I ſpake unto them of the captivity 
all the things that the Logp had ſhowed me; I faith- ; 
fully related what God had ſhown to me.“ | 

REFLECT- 


„This would be an encouragement to thoſe captives who might 
repent of their ſurrendering and going to Babylon, while Jeruſalem 
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REFLECTIONS. 


I. N E ſource of the obſtinacy and ruin of ſinners is, 

O their ſuppoſing that the judgments of God are at 
a diſtance. It is not near us, &c. Thus men now believe 
that tho? death and judgment will come, they are not near. 


They put afar off the evil day, and therefore ſay, Let us build 


houſes, follow the world, enjoy our pleaſures, and defer re- 


ligion; we ſhall have time enough to repent, reform, and 


be wiſe hereafter. By this means the arguments taken 
from the ſolemnity and awful conſequences of death and 
judgment loſe much of their force. But the folly of their 
conduct is moſt apparent, for they may be near, even at the 
door; and it is the duty of miniſters to propheſy againſt 
ſuch triflers, and in the plaineſt and moſt rouſing terms to 
give them warning. 

2, Let us impreſs this thought upon our hearts, that 
God knows the things that come into our minds, every one of them: 
not only actions and words, but thoughts; even the moſt 
tranſient ; what men think and intend, what impreſſions are 
upon their imaginations, what pains are taken to cheriſh 
thoughts, and to baniſh bad ones. And as he knows, 

o he remembers and will judge them. May we then keep 
our hearts <vith all diligence : let no vain imaginations lodge 
within us: but let us approve all our thoughts to the heart- 

3. God's promiſes to the captive jews, ſpeak encourage- 
ment to thoſe who are neceſſarily hindered from his houſe 
and worſhip. I ſay neceſſarily, for thoſe who forſake the aſſem- 
bling of themſelves together without neceſſity, have no claim 
toit, He engages to be to ſuch a little ſanuary ; to viſit, 
inſtruct, comfort, and accept them in their private meet- 


ings, as much as if they were at the temple in Jeruſalem. 


And God will be a little church to his people when confined 
; by 


held out; it would teach them not to be troubled at the inſults aud 
ſneers of their brethren; nor to expect redemption till the ſeventy 
years were completed. It is very likely that an account of this viſion 
was ſent to Jeruſalem, as they had a correſpondence with it; and it 
would have been happy for the jews there if they had taken the 
warning. 
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by ſickneſs, in the care of young children, or other neceſſary 

avocations. If their ſpirits be ſerious and devout, he will 
grant them the tokens of his preſence, the teachings of his 
Spirit, and communicate ſtrength and comfort to them, 
tho? their brethren may cenſure or deſpiſe them. Perſons 


in ſuch circumſtances. ſhould guard their ſpirits ; improve 


their ſolitude well, and employ their ſecret hours, even at 
home, as much as poſſible in ſacred and ſabbath work. 

4+ The greateſt of God's favours is a pious, tender 
heart; when its natural hardneſs is ſubdued ; corrupt diſ- 
politions rooted out; and the whole heart is for God and 
religion, tenderly affected with divine things, and fearful 
of fin. The beſt proof of poſſeſſing ſuch a heart is walk- 


ing in God's ſtatutes, and m_— his ordinances, It is 


happy when afflictions produce ſuch a temper; when a 
change of condition is attended with a ſuitable change of 
heart. Without this, there can be no well grounded hope 
of poſſeſſing the better country ; and this muſt ps 10D 
of Cad; for he alone can create in us à clean heart, and renew 
a right ſpirit within us. | 


CA P. III. 


ene of the captives in Babylon regretted leaving Judea, and 


thought that by Zedekiah”s continued reign, or the king of 
Babylon's being overcome, they might return to their own land; 
this chapter is deſigned to ſhow them that thoſe who were left 
at Jerujalem fhould ſoon be in @ worſe condition than they. 


I HE word of the Lord alſo came unto me, ſay- 
2 ing, Son of man, thou dwelleſt in the midſt of 
a rebellious houſe, which have eyes to ſee, and ſee not; 
they have ears to hear, and hear not: for they [are] a 
rebellious houſe; hey do not uſe their underſtanding, are 
many of them rebellious, and encourage the jews at Jeru- 
'3 ſalem to hold out, contrary to God's command. Therefore, 
thou ſon of man, prepare thee ſtuff for removing, and 
remove by day in their fight ; and thou ſhalt remove 
from thy place to another place in their fight : it * 
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be they will conſider, though they be] a rebellious 
houſe; pack up thy goods, as if going to remove, and do 

4 it by day, that all may ſee thee and conſider it. Then ſhalt 
thou bring forth thy ſtuff by day in their fight, as ſtuff 
for removing: and thou, ſhalt go forth at even in their 

5 ſight as they that go forth into captivity. Dig thou 
through the wall in their ſight, and carry out thereby. 

6 In their ſight ſhalt thou bear [it] upon [thy] ſhoulders, 
and] carry [it] forth in the twilight: thou ſhalt cover 
thy face, that thou ſee not the ground: for I have ſet 
thee [for] a ſign unto. the houſe of Iſrael ; thou foalt 
ſteal away quietly, as if afraid to be ſeen, and thro* the 
wall, becauſe the enemy ſurrounds the gate; and this ſhall be | 
a ſign that the inhabitants of Jeruſalem ſhall be glad to 

7 eſcape any how, And I did ſo as | was commanded : I 
brought forth my ſtuff by day, as ſtuff for captivity, 
and in the even I digged through the wall with mine 
hand; I brought [it] forth in the twilight, [and] I 

8 bare [it] upon [my] ſhoulder in their fight. And in 
the morning came the word of the Loxp unto me, 

9 ſaying, Son of man, hath not the houſe of Iſrael, the 
rebellious houſe, ſaid unto thee, What doeſt thou? [t 
was natural for them to make the inquiry, and a ftrange in- 

Lo ſtance of ſtupidity if they did not. Say thou unto them, 

Thus ſaith the Lord Gop ; This burden | concerneth] 

the prince in Jeruſalem, from whom the captives have ſuck 
high expetiations, and all the houſe of Iſrael that are] 

11 among them. Say, I [am] your ſign: like as I have 

done, ſo ſhall it be done unto them: they ſhall remove 

12 [and] go into captivity.” And the prince that [is] 

among them ſhall bear upon [his] ſhoulder in the twi- 
light his valuable things or neceſſary proviſions, and ſhall 
go forth : they ſhall dig through the wall to carry out 
thereby: he ſhall cover his face, that he ſee not the 
ground with | his] eyes, and that he be not diſcovered ; 

13 which was exattly the caſe with Zedekiah, My net alſo 

will I ſpread upon him, and he ſhall be taken in my 
ſnare: and I will bring him to Babylon [to] the land 
of the Chaldeans; yet ſhall he not ſee it, though he 
| ſhall 


- ; 


"IF 
* 8 
1 * 


W. a 4% 
75 0 , 
5 * oe ' — 


* 


5 
" ? & * 
LEW. 
UA 3-4; * 
— 42 


N — — 

* 70 
A * 3 
r 

r 5 k 33 


* 


21 And the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
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14 ſhall die there.” And I will ſcatter toward every wind 
all that [are] about him to help him, and all his 
bands, or guards, fo that they ſhall not be able to rally 
their forces for his deliverance, and I will draw out the 
15 ſword after them. And they ſhall know that I ſam] 
the Lorp, when I ſhall ſcatter them among the na- 
16 tions, and diſperſe them in the countries. But I will 
leave a few men of them from the ſword, from the fa- 
mine, and from the peſtilence ; that they may declare 
all their abominations among the heathen whither they 
come; and they ſhall know that I ſam] the Loxmy; 
ſome, tho* but few, ſhall remain; they ſhall be humbled, make 
an ingenuous confeſſion vf their fin, juſtify my proceedings 
againſt them, and thus give glory to the Lord. 
17 Moreover the word of the Loxp came to me, ſay- 
18 ing, Son of man, eat thy bread with quaking, and 
drink thy water with trembling and wi Ineſs ; 
look with an air of anxiety and terror, as if expecting that 
ſome one would come and take it away, or that it would be thy 
19 laſt; And ſay unto the people of the land, Thus faith 
the Lord Gop of the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, ſand] 
of the land of Ifrael; They ſhall eat their 
with carefulneſs, and drink their water with aftoniſh- 
ment, that her land may be deſolate from all that is 
therein, or rather, ſo that the land ſhall be deſolate, there 
Pall be no fulneſs thereof, becauſe of the violence of all 
20 them that dwell therein. And the cities that are inha- 
bited ſhall be laid waſte, and the land ſhall be deſolate ; 
and ye ſhall know that I [am] the Loxv. 


ſaying, 
22 Son of man, what [is] that proverb [that] ye have 
| in 

» This is a remarkable prediction; he was taken and brought 


to the king of Babylon at Riblah; there ſentence was given 
againſt him as a rebel, and his eyes were put out; he was then 


carried to Babylon, and died there, but he did not fee it, 2 


Kings Mv. 5—7. Joſephus tells us that Zedekiah thought this 
prophecy of Ezekiel inconſiſlent with that of Jeremiah, xxxiv, 3. 
and reſolved to believe neither. Both however were literally fol. 
filled, and the event convinced him that they were not irrecon- 
cileable. Thus, blinded by infidelity, finners ruſh on to that de- 
Aructien againſt which they have been ſufficiently warned, 


Qs 
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in the land of Iſrael, ſaying, The days are prolonged» 
and every viſion faileth? are prolonged beyond what 
the prophets foretold, and therefore there is no dependance to 


23 be placed upon am viſion. Tell them therefore, Thus 
- faith the Lord Gop; I will make this proverb to ceaſe, 


and they ſhall no more uſe it as a proverb in Iſrael ; but 
ſay unto them, The days are at hand, and the effect of 
24 every viſion ; every vifion ſhall take effect. For there 
ſhall be no more any vain viſion nor flattering divination 
within the houſe of Iſrael ; they have been encouraged in the 
uſe of theſe proverbs and fooliſh expefations by ſome falſe 
prophets ;, but by ſeeing events happen quite contrary to their 
25 prediftions, they ſhall regard ſuch prophets no more. For 


I fam] the Loxp: 1 will ſpeak, and the word that I 


ſhall ſpeak ſhall come to pals ; it ſhall be no more pro- 
longed: for in your days, O rebellious houſe, will I 
fay the word, and will perform it, faith the Lord Gop. 
26 Again the word of the Lorp, knowing how ready they 
were to flatter themſelves with the delay of judgments, came 
27 to me, ſaying, Son of man, behold, [they of] the 
bouſe of Iſrael ſay, The viſion that he ſeeth [is] for 
many days [to come, ] and he propheſieth of the times 


- 28 [that are] far off, Therefore ſay unto them, Thus 


ſaith the Lord Gopz There ſhall none of my words be 
prolonged any more, but the word which I have ſpok 
ſhall be done, faith the Lord Goo; it ſhall come to 2 
immediately, and be executed in all its terror. 


REFLECTIONS. 


| 1. Hos who will not uſe the faculties, and im- 


o prove the means which God has given them, are 
here ſaid to be rebellious. This is not only the character of 
thoſe who profane God's name, and flight his authority 
and laws; but of thoſe alſo who will not employ the powers 
of their ſouls upon religious objects: their ignorance will 
be no excuſe for them, becauſe it is voluntary, Let us 
therefore apply our minds to wiſdom, and our hearts to under- 


ſtanding ; leſt we periſh in rebellion againſt the Lord. 


2. God obſerves how men are affected by the pains that 
Vi. VI. E min! 
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miniſters take to awaken and reform them. He aſks the 
prophet, whether the people had not enquired into the 
meaning of what he had been doing : they could not but 
know that ſome inſtruction was defigned to be given them 
by it. It is the wiſdom and duty of miniſters to try every 

ent method to convince the judgment of men, and to 
mfluence their hearts. God obſerves what attention their 
hearers pay to their addrefles ; what effect they have upon 
their minds; and is much difpleaſed if they are careleſs 
and negligent ; and will, for the fieglect of theſe advantages, 
bring them into judgment. 


3. When God preſerves or raiſes up perſons from threat- 
ening dangers, his deſign is that they may glorify his 


name, v. 16. The few that were left were to give glory 
to God, by 3 their guilt, and making his being, 
power, and righteouſneſs, known among the heathen; as 
well as by knowing him better themſelves. Thus, when 
his peculiar mercy 1s extended to us, particularly by ſup- 


porting our lives, while many die around us, it ſhould lead 


us to humble ourſelves before him ; and if we have done 
injury to others, to acknowledge it, and make them what 
amends we can. Tt becomes us to own God's righteouſneſs 
and goodneſs, and exhort and -admoniſh others to know 
him, and fear before him. 4 
4. See how wretchedly men deceiye themſelves with the 
ion that divine judgments are far off With what 
falſe and trifling reaſons did this people buoy themſelves 
up with hopes of eſcape! Thus when men are now warned 
of the threatenings of God's word, and the approach of the 
eternal ſtate, they will not conſider, but ſay, v. 27. he pro- 
Phefieth of the times that are far off. At leaſt they think that 


death is not near, and that they ſhall live many years. But 


this is an ungrateful abuſe of the patience of God, and 
may provoke him to cut them off in their fins : and if fo, 
their deſtruction, being unexpected, will be ſo much the 
more dreadful. Watch, therefore, and pray, left ye enter into 


temptation ; and, left coming ſuddenly, he find you ſleeping. 


CHAP. 


— 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Contains ſolemn warnings and threatenings againſt the falſe pro- 
phets, who deceived the people to their ruin. ; 

I ND the word of the Lorp came unto me, ſay- 
2 ing, Son of man, propheſy againſt the prophets 
of Iſrael that propheſy, and ſay thou unto them that 
propheſy out of their own hearts, without any commiſſion 

3 from me, Hear ye the word of the Loy ; Thus faith 
the Lord Gop ; Woe unto the fooliſh prophets, that 
follow their own ſpirit, and have ſeen nothing ! who 

4 declare what- ſuits their preſent inclination and intereſt. O 
Iſrael, thy prophets are like the foxes in the deſerts, 

5 crafty, ravenous creatures, Ye have not gone up into 
the gaps, neither made up the hedge for the houſe of 
Iſrael] to ftand in the battle in the day of the Loxo; 

. - when fin had made gaps in the fence of divine prateFion, and 
at theſe breaches judgments came in, they did not by their 
admonitions lead the people to repentance, nor by their pray- 
ers avert the anger of God, when it was ready to be poured 

6 out, They have ſeen vanity and lying divination, they 
have forged lies concerning peace, ſaying, The Lord faith: 
and the Lob hath not ſent them: and they have made 


[others] to hope that they would confirm the word ; - 
rather, that the word ſhould be confirmed ; that is, they la 


7 others confidently to expe? profperity. Have ye not ſeen a 
vain viſion, and have ye not ſpoken a lying divination, 

, Whereas ye ſay, The Loxp faith [it:] albeit I have not 
8 ſpoken? Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop ; Becauſe 
ye have ſpoken vanity, and ſeen lies, therefore, behold, 

9 I ſam] againſt you, faith the Lord Goo. And mine 
hand ſhall be upon the prophets that ſee vanity, and 


that divine lies; they ſhall not be in the aſſembly of 


my people, neither ſhall they be written in the writing 
of the houſe of Iſrael, neither ſhall they enter into the 


land of Iſrael; and ye ſhall know that I ſam] the Lord 


10 Gop.* Becauſe, even becauſe they have ſeduced my 
E 2 people, 


* There is here a reference to the liſt, or record, of any ſociety 
or corporation, of ſuch as are entitled to its ** it 
eclares 
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people, ſaying, Peace; and [there was] no peace; and 


one built up a wall, and, lo, others daubed it with un- 
- tempered | morter ;] inſtead of providing a defence for the 
N People, they have only palliated a bad matter, like men finely 
| plaiſtering a rotten wall, which has no ſtrength, but ſoon 
* tumbles and buries the workmen in its ruins: ſo, ſome of them 
| have raiſed falſe hopes in the people, and others, ſeeing how 
agreeable this was to their countrymen, have purſued the 
11 ſame method. Say unto them which daub [it] with un- 
tempered |morter,] that it ſhall fall: there ſhall be an 
4 overflowing ſhower : and ye, O great hailſtones, ſhall 
0 fall; and a ſtormy wind ſhall rend [it;] hat is, this 
rotten wall: God's judgments ſhall deſtroy them and their 
12 falſe hopes together. Lo, when the wall is fallen, ſhall 
it not be ſaid unto you, Where [1s] the daubing where- 
with you have daubed [it?] men /hall ridicule your vain 
13 hopes and aſſurances. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord 
Gop , I will even rend [it] with a ſtormy wind in my 
fury; and there ſhall be an overflowing ſhower in mine 
anger, and 1 hailſtones in [my] fury to conſume 
14 [it.] So will I break down the wall that ye have daub- 
ed with untempered ¶ morter, ] and bring it down to 
the ground, fo that the foundation thereof ſhall be diſ- 
covered, and it ſhall fall, and ye ſhall be conſumed in 
the midſt thereof: and ye ſhall know that I [am] the 
15 Lond. Thus will I accompliſh my wrath upon the 
wall, and upon them that have daubed it with untem- 
pered [morter,] and will ſay unto you, The wall [is] 
. 16 no more, | neither they that daubed it; ¶ To wit, ] the 
rophets of Iſrael which propheſy concerning Jeruſa- 
. lem, and which ſee viſions of peace for her, and [there 
is] no peace, faith the ed Gop, This explains the 
former verſes, and introduces a reproof to ſome propheteſſes, 
uno were carrying on the ſame wicked deſign. 

17 Likewiſe, thou ſon of man, ſet thy face againſt the 
daughters of thy people which propheſy out of their 
own heart, and promiſe them ſafety in order to make them 
their 

declares that they ſhould be carried captive, never return to 


C- 
2 ſhould die without children, and have their name Jo in 
trat l. 
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18 their prey, and propheſy thou againſt them. And ſay, 
Thus faith the Lord Gop; Woe to the fwomen] that 
ſew pillows to all armholes, who, as 4 755 put pillows 
under perſons* arms, to denote, that inſtead of being flaves, they 
ſhould fit at their eaſe, and make kerchiefs upon the head 
of every ſtature to hunt ſouls, @ beautiful head dreſs, or 
garland, wore in times of rejoicing, to intimate, that inſtead of 
deſolation and diſtreſs, they ſhould be in a ftate of joy and 
triumph; and thus were hunting or deſtroying ſouls : Will ye 
hunt the ſouls of my people, and will ye fave the ſouls 
alive [that come] unto you ? or, Will ye ſave your own 
ſouls alive ? ye cannot preſerve your own lives, much leſs the 

19 lives of others, And will ye pollute me among my peo- 
ple for handfuls of barley, and for pieces of bread, to 
ſlay the ſouls that ſhould not die, and to fave the fouls 
alive that ſhould not live, by your lying to my people 
that hear [your] lies? il ye thus wickedly inſult me, and 
abuſe my people, for ſuch ſmall preſents as handfuls of barley 
20 and pieces of bread?" Wherefore thus faith the Lord 
Gop; Behold, I [am] againſt your pillows, wherewith 

ye there hunt the ſouls to make [them] fly, and I will 
tear them from your arms, and will let the fouls go, 
ſeven] the ſouls that ye hunt to make [them] fly. 

21 Your kerchiefs alſo will I tear, and deliver my people 
out of your hand, and they ſhall be no more in your 
hand to be hunted; and ye ſhall know that I ſam] the 

22 Lorp.* Becauſe with lies ye have made the heart of 
| E 3 the 

Mr. CosTard, an ingenious critick in the eaſtern languages, 
by comparing the words here uſed with ſome of the ſame kind 
in Arabic, gives a better tranſlation of. this paſſage, free from 
the odd jumble of metaphors in our tranſlation; he renders it 
thus; Woe to the women that weave nets to catch all legt, (or paws 
of beaſts, ] and make nets (of a ſmaller kind) for thi 2 of every 
» (bird) ring wp to fly; in alluſion to two forts of nets, the one 
ſtronger, with which they took wild beaſts, the other ſmaller, 
with which they caught birds. 

Or thus; Behold, I am againſt your nets, with which ye hunt 
ſeuli, and will tear them from your arms on which ye carry tem; 
and your ſmaller nets will J. tear. This makes a beautiful con- 
ſiſtent ſenſe, and admirably ſuits the connection; while they were 


propheſying peace to the people, they were only hunting them 
down, and deſtroying their lives. ; PM 


* 


— 


the righteous ſad, whom 1 have not made fad; and 
ſtrengthened the hands of the wicked, that he ſhould 
not return from his wicked way, by promiſing him 
life; diſcouraging thoſe who ſurrendered to the Chaldeans 
by groundleſs fears, and encouraging theſe who abſtinately . 
held out by groundleſs hopes; Treaty contrary lo what 
23 my prophets have warned and foretold: Therefore ye 
hall fee no more yanity, nor divine divinations; for I 
will deliver my people out of your hand: and ye ſhall 
know that I [am] the Loxp; ye hall be diſcouraged ſo 
as to make no more pretences to propheſy ; or be made inca- 
pable of any further attempt. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. XVI E are here taught who are really patriots, the 


| beſt friends of their country; even thoſe who 
make up the hedges and fences which fin has broken down, 
and by which judgments are entering in; they are thoſe 
who endeavour. by their admonitions, prayers, and exam- 
ples, to reſtrain vice and avert the wrath of God; who 
- ſtand up againſt the injquities of the times, and endeavour 
to bring the workers and abettors of them to juſt puniſh- 
ment. When iniquity abounds, let not our love wax cold 
but let us boldly appear on the Lord's fide, that we may 
© have the honour to be repairers of breaches, and reſtorers of 
paths to dwell in. 

2. All attempts that are made to leſſen the dread which 
men have of fin and of God's judgments, are diſpleaſing to 
him. Wicked men are fond of any thing which may lead 
them to believe that fin is not ſo great an evil, nor the 
puniſhment of it in a future ſtate ſo dreadful and durable, 
as they have been ſometimes taught to believe : and there 
have been many, who have given them too much encou- 
ragement to make light of fin and the wrath to come. But 
this is only plaiſtering and whitening a rotten wall, which 
will ſoon tumble, prove a refuge of lies, and deftroy thoſe 
who ſhelter under it. And thoſe who have propagated and 
encouraged ſuch dangerous notions, will find that they have 
| | | | been 
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been polluting God's name, and ruining themſelves and 


thoſe who were deceived by them. 


3. We are taught how to behave, both to the righteous 
and the wicked. God would not have the righteous ſad; 
and therefore we ought to be very careful not to do any 
thing to make them ſo; by confounding virtue and vice; 
repreſenting ſome of the beſt men as hypocrites and enthu- 
ſiaſts; or by any other methods rendering them odious and 
deſpicable; whereas they ought to be honoured, comfort- 
ed, and encouraged; to be kept in reputation, and have 
their hands ſtrengthened by all who profeſs themſelves 
friends to religion, to virtue, and to their country. On 
the other hand, let us be careful never to ſtrengthen the 
hands of the wicked, by giving countenance to thoſe who 
corrupt the morals or injure the families of others, by re- 
preſenting the vices of men in à favourable light, and 
willingly aſſociating with thoſe who, are known to be ene- 
mies to God and goodneſs; which is too much the caſe in 
the preſent age. We ſee how God reſents ſuch a conduct, 
and what miſchief it does to a nation ; and therefore ſhould 
be * our guard againſt it; and ſhow our concern for 
the honour and ſupport of religion, by frowning upon 


' thoſe who make themſelves vile, and by khonouring thoſe 


who fear the Lord. 


I _— * - 
C HAP. XIV. 


The defign of this chapter is to expoſe the kypocriſy of thoſe who 
pretended to be worſhippers of God wwhile they were idolaters, 
and to flow what calamities ſhould come on Judea. 


I HEN came certain of the elders of Iſrael unto 
2 me, and ſat before me. And the word of the 
3 Lord came unto me, ſaying, Son of man, theſe men 

wh 2” have 


t Who theſe elders were is - uncertain; probably ſome perſons 
of note, who came from Jeruſalem to the king of Babylon, or on 
ſome other buſineſs in that country. Theſe came to attend on 
Ezekiel with an ill deſign; particularly, to ſee if they could diſ- 
cern any contradiftion between his prophecies and Jeremiah's, in 
order to weaken the authority of both, 


* 
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have ſet up their idols in their heart, % they pretend to 

- have renounced them, and put the ſtumbling block of their 
iniquity before their face, ſet up idols as objef?s of wor- 
Hip, which is their fin and will be their ruin: ſhould I be 

- enquired of at all by them? ould I give ſuch hypocrites 

4 a x avert anſwer ? Therefore ſpeak unto them, and 

— fay unto them, Thus faith the Lord Gop ; Every man 
of the houſe of Iſrael that ſetteth up his idols in his 

heart, and putteth the ſtumbling block of his iniquity 

before his face, and cometh to the prophet; I the 

Lorp will anſwer him that cometh according to the 

_ - multitude of his idols; I will judge and puniſh him ac- 

5 cordingly; That I may take the houſe of Iſrael in their 
own heart, becauſe they are all eſtranged from me 
through their idols; that may give them up to the na- 
tural and judicial conſequences of their idolatry. 

6 Therefore ſay unto the houſe of Iſrael, Thus faith 
the Lord Gor; Repent, and turn [yourſelves] from 
your idols; and turn away your faces from all your 

7 abominations. For every one of the houſe of Iſrael, or 
of the ſtranger that ſojourneth in Ifrael, which ſeparat- 
eth himſelf from me, apoſtatixes from my ſervice, and 

ſetteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the ſtum- 
bling block of his iniquity before his face, and cometh 
to a prophet to enquire of him concerning me; I the 
Loxp will anſwer him by myſelf, by my awſul judgments 
8 wpon him: And I will ſet my face againſt that man, 7 

will direliiy and reſolutely oppoſe him, and will make him 
a ſign and a proverb, and 1 will cut him off from the 
midſt of my people; and ye ſhall know that 1 [am] 
the Lorp; his puniſhment ſhall be ſp remarkable, that it 

9 Hall become proverbial. And if the prophet be deceived 
when he hath ſpoken a thing, I the Loxp have de- 
ceived that prophet ; or, Have I the Lord deceived that 
prophet ? is it to be charged upon me] or rather, I have 
permitted him io be deceived (as ſuch an expreſſion in ſcrip- 
ture often ſignifies) as a puniſhment for his idolatries and 
pretences to inſpiration; and 1 will ſtretch out my hand 
upon him, and will deſtroy him from the midſt of my 


people 
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10 people Iſrael.” And they ſhall bear the puniſhment of 


their iniquity : the puniſhment of the prophet ſhall be 
even as the puniſhment of him that ſeeketh [unto him, ] 
becauſe they are both equally guilty; and the defign of the 
11 Puniſhment is, That the houſe of Iſrael may go no more 
aſtray from me, neither be polluted any more with all 
their tranſgreſſions ; but that they may be my people, 
and I may be their God, faith the Lord Gop. | 


12 The word of the Logp came again to me, ſaying, 


13 Son of man, when the land finneth againſt me by 
treſpaſſing grievouſly, then will I ſtretch out mine hand 
upon it, and will break the ſtaff of the bread thereof, 
and will ſend famine upon it, and will cut off man and 

14 beaſt from it: Though theſe three men, Noah, Daniel, 
and Job, were in it, they ſhould deliver [but] their 
own ſouls by their righteouſneſs, faith the Lord Gop.” 

15 If I cauſe noiſome beaſts to paſs through the land, 
and they ſpoil it, ſo that it be deſolate, that no man 

16 may paſs through becauſe of the beafts : [Though] 
theſe three men [were] in it, [as] I live, faith the 
Lord Gov, they ſhall deliver neither ſons nor daugh- 
ters; they only ſhall be delivered, but the land ſhall 
be deſolate, 

17 Or [if] I bring a ſword upon that land, and ſay, 
Sword, go through the land; ſo that I cut off man and 

18 -beaſt from it: Though theſe three men [were] in it, 
ſas] I live, faith the Lord God, they ſhall deliver 

neither 

" Hence it is clear that the divine permiſſion of his deception 
was conſiſtent with his juſtice in puniſhing it. 

God may be ſo provoked with the fins of a nation, and fo 
determined to deſtroy them, that he will hear no interceſſion for 
them; tho! Noah were to inteicede, who was himſelf delivered 
becauſe he was righteous, and delivered his children tho“ they 
were not al} good: or Job, who interceded for his friends, and 
wg To theſe Daniel is added, who was now alive, and 


but a young man. This honour God conferred upon him, as he 
intended to make him a great bleſſing to the publick, and to 


animate him to all his ſervices, and comfort him under all his 


ſufferings. The Jews at Jeruſalem might hear of the growing 


fame of Daniel, and think that if he had been with them they 


ſhould haye been delivered; but God aſſures them of the contrary, 
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neither ſons nor daughters, but they only ſhall be de- 
livered themſelves, 

19 Or [if] I ſend a peſtilence into that land, and pour 

out my fury upon it in blood, to cut off from it man 

20 and beaſt: Though Noah, Daniel, and Job, [were] 
init, [as] I live, faith the Lord God, they ſhall de- 
liver neither ſon nor daughter; they ſhall ¶ but] deliver 

their own ſouls by their righteouſneſs, 

21 For thus faith the Lord Gov; How much more 
when I fend my four fore judgments upon Jeruſalem, 
the ſword, and the famine, and the noiſome beaſt, and 
the peſtilence, to cut off from it man and beaſt ? The 
n, of this people are fo provoking, that I will unite all 

w judgments againſt them. 

22 - Yet, behold, therein ſhall be left a nan that 

| ſhall be brought forth, [both] ſons and daughters : 
behold they ſhall come forth unto you, and ye ſhall” 
ſee their way and their doings: and ye ſhall be com- 
forted concerning the evil that I have brought upon 
Jeruſalem, [even] concerning all that I have brought 
upon it; ſome ſhall be ſaved from the deſolation and carried 

_ -. captive; and thoſe that were in Babylon before, ſhall rejoice 
. that they have neither done wickedly nor ſuffered as others; 
and they ſhall rejoice likewiſe to ſee ſo good an eſtect upon 
the temper and lives of their countrymen, as their ſufferings 

23 will produce. And they ſhall comfort you, when ye 
ſee their ways and their doings : and ye ſhall know that 
I have not done without cauſe all that I have done in 
it, faith the Lord Gop; but that I have ated wit per- 
fe juſtice and a gracious Aalen, and have mercy * in 


Aore for them. 
REFLECTIONS. 


1. QEE how God reſents the hypocriſy of his profeſſing 
people. Theſe elders pretended to — wngy the 
will of the Lord, while they had caſt off his worſhip, and 
were entirely devoted to idolatry, Thus many come now 
to the houſe of God, ſeemingly with good intentions, yet 


-their hearts are ge” from him; they have a ſecret 
antipathy 


| 
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antipathy to him and his ſervice ; they attend, to keep up 


their reputation and ſatisfy their conſciences; yet are de 
termined to retain. their ſins, and will not part with their 


beloved luſts, This is highly affronting to God, who 


knows their hearts and deſigns. They cannot expect 
peace; their own hearts ſeduce them, their own conſcien- 
ces will chaſtiſe them, and God will condemn them. 

2. The hand of God is to be obſerved and acknow- 


ledged in all calamities. Obſerve how God ſpeaks of this 


in v, 13, 15, 17, 19. We ſee here his univerſal dominion, 
his power over all creatures, and how many ways he has 
of puniſhing a ſinful people, who will not fear before him 
continually. 

3. God's judgments upon men are deſigned to prevent 
their going aſtray, (v. 11.) or to reclaim them from 
wandering, and keep them near to him and faithful in his 
ſervice for the future; and to be a warning to others, that 
they do not pollute their ſouls, and loſe the comforts and 
privileges of God's people. Let us conſider our private 
afflictions in this light, and improve them to theſe pure 
poſes ; that we may be able to ſay with David, before I was 
afflited I went aſtray, but fince I have kept thy word. 


| 4+ See the efficacy of prayer, and how much it is our 


duty to intercede for a guilty land, v. 1420: This 
paſſage plainly intimates, that the interceſſions of holy 
men have great __ with God. He ſometimes ſpares 
a wicked country, for the ſake of the godly; but if they 
go on to fin preſumptuouſly, and the meaſure of their 
iniquities is full, even theſe will not prevail; no not even 
to fave their wicked children: nevertheleſs they will de- 


liver their own ſouls, and not loſe their final reward. 


— — — — — —ͤ— 


C H AS. XV. 


The deſign of this chapter is to repreſent how worthleſs Jeruſa- 
lem was become. The Jewiſh church is often compared to a 
vine, on account of its excellent fruit; but having quite loſt 
all goodneſs and uſefulneſs, it was fit for nothing but to be 
deſtroyed. | 

i AND 
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I ND the word of the Lord came unto me, ſay- 
2 ing, 'Son of man, What is the vine tree more 
« than any tree, [or than] a branch of any tree which is 
3 among the trees of the foreſt, if it bears no fruit ? Shall 
© wood be taken thereof to do any work? or will [men] 
take a pin of it to hang any veſſel thereon ? any common 
timber tree is more uſeful than à thouſand vines, only for 
fruit; ſo Jeruſalem is only honourable and ſerviceable by 
being holy; but, being degenerated, they are become good 
for nothing, as they know leſs of ſciences, trade, and poli- 
4 ticks, than other nations, Behold, it is caft into the 
fire for fuel; the fire devoureth both the ends of it, 
and the midſt of it is burned. Is it meet for [any] 
5 work ? Behold, when it was whole, it was meet for no 
work : how much leſs ſhall it be meet yet for [any] 
work, when the fire hath devoured it and it is burned ? 
Concerning other wood they ſay, it is a pity to burn it, it 
may do for this or the other uſe; but no man has a thought 
of taking a vine branch out of the fire: thus both the ex- 
' tremities of Judea ſhall be conſumed by the ravages of the 
enemy, and the capital city, which is in the middle, ſhall 
6 be deſtroyed. Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop; As 
the vine tree among the trees of the foreſt, which I 
have given to the fire for fuel, ſo will I give the in- 
habitants of Jeruſalem, becauſe they are become degenerate 
7 and worthleſs, And I will ſet my face againſt them 
they ſhall go out from [one] fire, and [another] fire 
- ſhall devour them; and ye ſhall know that I ſam] the 
Lorp, when I ſet my face againſt them; they ſhall go 
from one calamity to another, from one attack of the Chal- 
deans to another; if they eſcape one judgment, they fhall 
8 fall into a greater. And 1 will make the land deſolate, 
becauſe they have committed a treſpaſs, faith the Lord 
_- Gop; they have prevaricated with God, profeſſed to ſerve 
him, but ſtill afted wickedly. 


REFLECT- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


I, E may hence take occaſion to reflect on the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of God, in the various 


productions of the earth, eſpecially the trees. For how 


many uſes are they fitted and defigned ! Some for build- 
ing, others to make veſſels and utenſils of various kinds; 
ſome to delight us with their flowers and ſhade, and others 
with their fruit. But the vine is in this reſpe& the glory 


of all trees, as it produceth wine that maketh glad the heart 


of man, and, when uſed in moderation, contributes ſo much 
to his happineſs. We may well adopt the Pfalmiſt's words, 


O Lord, how manifold are thy works | in wiſdom haſt. than 


made them all. But, 

2. The great leſſon from this chapter is, That if they 
who profeſs religion are untruitful, they are the moſt deſ- 
picable and unworthy of men. The Jews truſted to their 
privileges; becauſe they were repreſented as God's vine- 
yard, they thought they ſhould not be cut down. But he 
lets them know, that no privileges would ſecure them if 
they were unfruitful ; that the heathen were better than 
they, who from a general ſenſe of God and their duty, were 
juſt, diligent, faithful, and compaſſionate. Fruitfulneſs is the 
main thing that is expected from us; and without it, we 
loſe all excellency and eſteem in God's ſight ; and, however 
men may reſpect us, we are in his account good for no- 
thing. Let us then look to ourſelves, that we improve our 


advantages, and abound in all the fruits of righteouſneſs, which 


are to the praiſe and glory of God, and for our own honour and 
comfort; otherwiſe we ſhall be fit fuel for the fire : for now 
alſo is the axe laid to the root of the tree, and every tree that 
bringeth not forth good fruit ſhall be hewn down and caſt into 
the burning. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


This chapter is deſigned to convince the Jews of their great and 
ſhameful ingratitude to God, eſpecially in their groſs idolatry, 
under the emblem of a perſon taking care of an helpleſs expoſed 

' infant, bringing her up, marrying her, and ſupporting ” 
wil the greateſt elegance and affeclion, but who after all 
proved lewd and abandoned. The whole is repreſented in a 

_ moſt beautiful and affecting light, and was probably ſent by 

letter to Feruſalem. 


GAIN the word of the Loxp came unto me, 

4 ſaying, Son of man, cauſe Jeruſalem to know- 
3 her abominations, And ſay, Thus faith the Lord 
Gop unto Jeruſalem ; Thy birth and thy nativity [is] 
of the land of Canaan ; thy father [was] an Amorite, 
and thy mother an Hittite ; hey were like them, as bad 


p 4 as the worſt of men, And ſas for] thy nativity, in the 


day thou waſt born thy navel was not cut, neither waſt 
thou waſhed in water to ſupple [thee ;] thou waſt not 
5 falted at all, nor ſwaddled at all. None eye pitied 
thee, to do any of theſe unto thee, to have compaſſion 
upon thee; but thou waſt caſt out in the open field, 
tothe lothing of thy perſon, in the day that thou waſt 


6 And when I paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee polluted 
in thine own blood, I ſaid unto thee [when thou. waſt 
in thy blood, Live; yea, I ſaid unto thee [when thou 


7 waſt] in thy blood, Live. I have cauſed thee to mul- 


tiply as the bud of the field, and thou haſt increaſed 
and waxen great, and thou art come to excellent orna- 


maents: thy] breaſts are faſhioned, and thine hair is 
8 grown, whereas thou [waſt] naked and bare. Now 


when I paſſed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, 
thy time [was] the time of love; and I ſpread my 
ſkirt over thee, and covered thy ber oh yea, 1 
ſware unto thee, and entered into a - covetgnt with 
. thee, faith the Lord Gop, and thou becaineit mine. 
9 Then waſhed I thee with water ; yea, I throughly 
waſhed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed _ 
WI 
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10 with oil. I clothed thee alſo with broidered work, and 
-  ſhod thee with badgers* ſkin, and I girded thee about 
11 with fine linen, and I covered thee with filk, I decked 

thee alſo with ornaments, and put bracelets upon thy 

12 hands, and a chain 6n thy neck. And I put a jewel on 
thy forehead, and earrings in thy ears, and a beautiful 
crown upon thine head; a nuptial crown ; referring in 
all this to the pains which'God had taken to falbion Hrael 

13 into an excellent, fate. Thus waſt thou decked with 
gold and filver; and thy raiment [was of] fine linen, 
and filk, and broidered work; thou didſt eat fine 
flour, and honey, and oil : and thou waſt exceeding 

14 beautiful, and thou didſt proſper into a kingdom. And 
thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy 
beauty, as a fine country: for it ¶ was] perfect through 
my comelineſs, which I had put upon thee, faith the 
Lord Gov. 

15 But thou didft truſt in thine own beauty, and play- 
edſt the harlot becauſe of thy renown, which fhow!d 
not have been done, and pouredſt out thy fornications 
on every one that paſſed by; his it was 40 impoſe coat 

16 kind of idolatrous ceremony he pleaſed upon thee. And of 
thy garments thou didſt take and deckedit thy high 
places with divers colours, and playedſt the harlot 
thereupon : [the like things] ſhall not come, neither 
ſhall it be [ſo;] I will not fuffer it any longer, but thou 

17 ſhalt be deſtroyed. Thou haſt alſo taken thy fair jewels 
of my gold and of my filver, which I had given thee, 
and madeſt to thyſelf images of men, and didit com- 

18 mit whoredom with them. And tookeſt thy broidered 
garments, and coveredſt them: and thou haſt ſet mine 

19 oil and mine incenſe before them. My meat alſo which 
] gave thee, fine flour, and oil, and honey, [where- 
with] I fed thee, thou haſt even ſet it before them for 
a ſweet favour : and [thus] it was faith the Lord Gop. 

20 Moreover thou haſt taken thy ſons and thy daughters, 
whom thou haſt borne unto me, and theſe haſt thou 
ſacrificed unto them to be devoured. [Is this] of thy 

21 whoredoms a ſmall matter, That thou haſt ſlain my 
children, and delivered them to cauſe them to pats 

through 
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22 through (the fire] for them? And in all thine abomi- 
nations and thy whoredoms thou haſt not remembered 
the days of thy youth, when thou waſt naked and 
bare, [and] waſt polluted in thy blood; thou haſt for- 
gotten thy low beginnings, and the divine goodneſs to thee. 

23 And it came to paſs after all thy wickedneſs, (woe, 

24 woe unto thee ! Fith the Lord Gop;) [ That] thou 
haſt alſo built unto thee an eminent place, and haſt 

25 made thee an high place in every ſtreet. Thou haſt 
built thy high place at every head of the way, and haſt 
made thy beauty to be abhorred, and haſt opened thy 
feet to every one that paſſed by, and multiplied thy 

26 whoredoms. Thou haſt alſo committed fornication 
with the Egyptians thy neighbours, great of fleſh ; 
and halt increaſed thy whoredoms, to provoke me to 
anger; thou haſt entered into idolatrous alliances with all 

thy neighbours, which has the guilt of adultery, becauſe 
thou waſt in covenant with God, and his by a kind of mar- 

27 riage, Behold, therefore, I have ſtretched out my 
hand over thee, and have diminiſhed thine ordinary 
food,] and delivered thee unto the will of them that 
hate thee, the daughters of the Philiſtines, which are 
aſhamed of thy lewd way ; thou art worſe than they, for 
they have not forſaken their gods and the religion of their 


28 country, Thou haſt played the whore alſo with the 


Aſſyrians, becauſe thou waſt unſatiable; yea, thou haſt 
played the harlot with them, and yet couldſt not be 
29 fatisfied. Thou haſt moreover multiplied thy fornica- 
tion in the land of Canaan unto Chaldea; and yet thou 
waſt not fatisfied herewith ; /hou haſt learned idolatry 
30 from all thy neighbours for and neer. How weak 1s thine 
heart, faith the Lord God, ſeeing thou doeſt all theſe 
[things,] the work of an imperious whoriſh woman, 
who is obſtinately bent upon her wicked way, and cannot 
31 endure any contradition therein; In that thou buildeſt 
thine eminent place in the head of every way, and 
makeſt thine high place in every ſtreet ; and haſt not 
32 been as an harlot, in that thou ſcorneſt hire; {But as] 
a wite that committeth adultery, [which] taketh ſtran- 
33 gers inſtead of her huſband ! They give Pn all 
| ' whores: 


\, 
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mi- 
red | and hireſt them, that they may come unto thee on 
and 34 every fide for thy whoredom. And the contrary is in 


thee from [other] women in thy whoredoms, whereas 


that thou giveſt a reward, and no reward is given unto 
_ thee, therefore thou art contrary ;. thou art more willing 
to admit the worſhip of idols, than others are to impoſe it, 


_— 35 Wherefore, O harlot, hear the word of the Logo : 
haſt 36 Thus faith the, Lord Gop ; Becauſe thy filthineſs was 
thy poured out, and thy nakedneſs diſcovered 1 thy 
thy whoredoms with thy lovers, and with all the idols of 
** tmhy abominations, and by the blood of thy children, 


37 which thou didſt give unto them; Behold, therefore, 
I will gather all thy lovers, with whom thou haſt taken 
pleaſure, and all [them] that thou haſt loved, with all 
[them] that thou haſt hated ; I will even gather them 


neſs unto them, that they may ſee all thy nakedneſs ; 
the friends of Jeruſalem ſhall mourn its fall, and its enemies 


that 38 fall inſult over it. And I will judge thee, as women 

are that break wedlock and ſhed blood are judged); and f - 
for 39 will give thee blood in fury and jealouſy, And I will 

Ar alſo give thee into their hand, and they ſhall throw 


down thine eminent place, and ſhall break down thy 
high places : they ſhall ſtrip thee alſo of thy clothes, 

and ſhall take thy fair jewels, and leave thee naked and 

40 bare. They ſhall alſo bring up a company againſt 
thee, and they ſhall ſtone thee with ſtones, and thruſt 
thee through with their ſwords ;, à reference to the manner 

41 of puniſhing adultery under the law. And they ſhall burn 
thine houſes with fire, and execute judgments upon 
thee in the fight of many women: and I will cauſe 
thee to ceaſe from playing the harlot, and thou alſo 
42 ſhalt give no hire any more. So will I make my fury 
toward thee to reſt, and my jealouſy ſhall depart from 
thee, and I will be quiet, and will be no more angry; 


c not 
it 25 which may refer to their being reformed by the captivity. 
. 43 Becauſe thou haſt not remembered the days of thy 


youth, but haſt fretted me in all theſe ¶ things; ] be- 
Vor. VI. F hald, 


whores: but thou giveſt thy gifts to all thy lovers, 


none followeth thee to commit whoredoms: and in 


round about againſt thee, and will diſcover thy naked- - 


66 . 


hold, therefore I alſo will recompen 22 | 
lt 


[thine] head, faith the Lord God: _Y thou 
not commit this lewdneſs above all thine abominations ; 
or, ton ſhalt not execute thy wicked device becauſe of all 
thine abomination. 
44 Behold, every one that uſeth proverbs ſhall uſe [this] 
proverb againſt-thee, ſaying, As [is] the mother, [ſa 
| is] her daughter; hey are as bad as the Canaanites, they 
45 are alike in their ſin and in their puniſhment. Thou [art] 
thy mother's da _—_ that latheth her hu 
her children; and thou [art] the ſiſter of thy fiſters, 


which lothed their —.— Ji their children: your 


mother [was] an Hittite, and your father an 3 
46 And thine elder fiſter [is] Samaria, ſhe and her da 
ters that dwell at thy left hand : and thy younger fi 
that dwelleth at thy right hand, [ſis] Sodom and her 
47 daughters; thou art like-them in guilt. Yet haſt thou 
at Wed after 3 nor done after their 
abominations: but, as [if that were] a very little 
thing,] thou waſt corrupted more than they in all thy 
48 = As] I live, faith the Lord Gop, Sodom thy 
not done, ſhe nor her wy nr as thou 
wk done, thou and thy daughters, confidering thy re- 
Kious advantages, and it ſball be more — for Sodom 
49 than for thee. Behold, this was the iniquity of thy 


ſiſter Sodom, pride, fulneſs of bread, and abundance 


of idleneſs was in her and in her daughters; neither 
did ſhe ſtrengthen the hand of the poor and needy, 
50 And they were haughty, and committed abomination 
before me: therefore I took them away as I ſaw good.] 
51 Neither hath Samaria committed half of thy fins z but 
thou haſt multiplied thine abominations more than 
they, and haſt juſtified thy fiſters in all thine abomina- 
tions which thou haft done; that is, comparatively juſti- 
32 fied them; mage them appear tf guilty, Thou alſo which 
—_ judged thy fiſters, bear thine own ſhame for thy 
fins that thou haſt committed more abominable than 
they: they are more righteous than thou : yea, be 
thou confounded alſo, and bear thy ſhame, in that 
53 thou haſt juſtified thy ſiſters. When I ſhall bring 


again 
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in their captivity, the captivity of Sodom and her 
— ke? captivity of Samaria and her daugh- 
ters, then [will I bring again] the captivity of thy 
54 captives in the midſt of them. That thou mayeſt bear 
thine own ſhame, and mayeſt be confounded in all that 


thou haſt done, in that thou art a comfort unto them; 
55 an encouragement to them in their wickedneſs. When thy 


ſiſters, Sodom and her daughters, ſhall return to their 
former eſtate, and Samaria and her daughthers ſhall 
return to their former eſtate, then thou and thy daugh- 
56 ters ſhall return to your former eſtate. For thy ſiſter 
Sodom was not mentioned by thy mouth in the day o 
thy pride; yon forgot her ruin, though the dead ſea was ſo 
near, but now by thy puniſhment other nations ſhall learn to 
57 deſpiſe thee for being as bad as they. Before thy wicked- 
neſs was' diſcovered, as at the time of ſthy] reproach 
of the daughters of Syria, and all ¶ that are] round 
about her, the daughters of the Philiſtines, which de- 
58 ſpiſe thee round about. Thou haft borne thy lewdneſs 
59 and thine abominations, ſaith the Lon p. For thus 
faith the Lord Goo; I will even deal with thee as thou 
haſt done, which haſt deſpiſed the oath in breaking the 
covenant; as thou haſt broken thy covenant with me, in 
not ſerving me as my people, fo I will not protef# and bleſs 
thee as thy God. 


60 Nevertheleſs I will remember my covenant with thee 


in the days of thy youth, and I will eſtabliſh unto thee 
61 an everlaſting covenant. Then thou ſhalt remember 
thy ways, and be aſhamed, when thou ſhalt receive thy 
ſiſters, thine elder and thy younger: and I will give them 


unto thee for daughters, referring to the converſion of the * 


jews and gentiles at laft, but not by thy covenant; not 
F 2 


* This ſeems to denote an irrecoverable captivity; but by So- 
dom may here be underſtood the Ammonites and Moabites de- 
ſcended from Lot, who may be called Sodom, an infamous name, 
as the Iſraelites were called Canaanites on account of their wicked- 
neſs; there are ſeveral prophecies of their reſtoration, and pro- 
bably much about the time that the Jews were reſtored by Cyrus; 
but Bp. Nzwcoust refers the words to the future reſtoration of 


the Jews, rather than to their return from Babylon. Some under- 


ſtand it of wicked gentiles, nations who ſhall be converted in the 
latter days, 


—_— 
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by the covenant of peculiarity; they ſhall not become Jews, as 
you expetied, but ſhall enter into the chriſtian church and 

62 covenant, And I will eſtabliſh my covenant with thee ; 

63 and thou ſhalt know that | [am] the Loa p: That thou 

mayeſt remember, and be confounded, and never open 
thy mouth any more becauſe of thy ſhame, when 1 
am pacified toward thee for all that thou haſt done, 
ſaith the Lord Gop; the remembrance of thy former guilt 
ſhall make and keep thee humble. 


"REFLECTIONS. 


1. E fee that it is a matter of great importance to 
| ſhow men their abominations. All fin is hateful 
to God; eſpecially idolatry, as that is peculiarly affront- 
ing to him, and deſtructive of every good principle and 
diſpoſition in the human heart. Men are unwilling to 
know their fins; love to be deceived, and excuſe or pal- 
liate them; but without knowing them they will not repent 
and reform. It is the duty of God's miniſters to be faith- 
ful reprovers; and their attempts ought to be kindly re- 
ceived, and their admonitions thankfully complied with. 

2, It 1s our duty to conſider the kindneſs of God to us. 
The wickedneſs of Iſrael was owing to their forgetfulneſs 
of the favours which God ſhowed them. Thoſe who have 
been remarkably favoured by providence, who from low 
beginnings are advanced to wealth and affluence, ſhould 
peculiarly -guard againft pride and ingratitude : and the 
regard God has ſhown to us all, in reſcuing our fallen race 
from fin and miſery, and bringing us into covenant with 
himſelf, ought carefully to be recollected, that we may 
make the moſt ſuitable and acceptable returns. 

3. Let parents obſerve how highly God reſents the ſacri- 
fice of his children, Your children are his, being by ba 
tiſm devoted to him, and in his covenant. You abhor * 
inhumanity and cruelty of the Jews in ſacrificing their 
children to Molech; but many chriſtian parents do worſe; 
they ſacrifice their children to mammon, to pleaſure, am- 
bition, and other idols, and fo are guilty of the m_ 
| cruelty 


F 
74 
5 
4 


EZEKIEL. XVI. 69 
cruelty to God's children, and offer the moſt impious 


affront to him. | 

4. How deteſtable was the character of Sodom! Ob- 
ſerve what led them to their enormities; pride, fulneſs of 
bread, and much idleneſs. Mr. Baxter obſerved man 
years ago, that this was an exact deſcription of the Engli 

entry; and I fear they are not mended ſince: luxury and 

idleneſs lead them to uncharitableneſs, haughtineſs, lewd- 
neſs, and all other ahominations ; and thoſe eſpecially who 
are in plentiful circumſtances ſhould take peculiar care, leſt 
they become devoted to ſenſuality and pleaſure; and fo 
deſtroy their own ſouls. | 

5. Let us hence learn the nature and neceflity of ha- 
bitual repentance, v. 63. not to forget former fins, tho? 
God has pardoned them ; but to remember, them, in order 
to keep us humble; never to open our mouths in com- 
plaints of God's word or 8 or in vindication of 
ourſelves, or cenſures of others; for God ręſiſteth the proud, 
but giveth grace to the humble. 


— 


CHAP. XVII. 


Under the parable of two eagles and a vine, is ſhowed God's 
judgment upon Jeruſalem, for revolting from Babylon to 
Egypt; and in v. 22, God promiſes to plant the cedar of the 
goſpel. | 4 
I ND the word of the Loxp came unto me, ſay- 
2 ing, 'Son of man, put forth a riddle, and ſpeak 

+ a parable unto the houſe of Iſrael; 4 figurative ſpeech, 

3 that they the better remember and talk of it; And 
ſay, Thus faith the Loxp Gop; A great eagle with 
great wings, long-winged, full of feathers, which had 
divers colours, came unto Lebanon, that is, Nebuchad- 
nezzar, who was a warlite prince, had a great extent of 
dominion, and many nations confederate with him, and 

took the higheſt branch of the cedar, that is, the king- 

4 dom of Juda: He cropped off the top of his young 

. twigs, and carried it into a land of traffick; he ſet it in 
F 3 T a city 
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a city of merchants; he took away Jeconiah the king, c 
was but eighteen years old, and carried him to Babylon, a place 
5 of great commerce. He took alſo of the ſeed of the land, 
Zedekiah his uncle, a native, and of the ſeed royal, and 
planted it in a fruitful field, in the land of Judea; he 
placed [it] by great waters, ¶ and] ſet it ſas] a willow 
6 tree, which grows. beſt in moiſt places. And it grew, 
and became a ſpreading vine of low ſtature, whoſe 
branches turned toward him, and the roots thereof 
were under him; the kingdom proſpered under Zedetiah, 
but it was flill low of ſtature, 4 tributary kingdom, ond 
acknowledged the power of Nebuchadnezzar for a while : 
ſo it became a vine, and brought forth branches, and 
ſhot forth ſprigs; he had children, and his kingdom coca 
7 in a peaceful and flouriſhing condition. There was alſo 
another great eagle with great wings and many fea- 
thers, but not "with ſuch length of wings and number of 
feathers, viz. the king of Egypt, whoſe alliance Zedekiah 
ſought : and, behold, this vine did bend her roots to- 
ward him, and ſhot forth her branches toward him, 
that he might water it by the furrows of her planta- 
8 tion; he ſent ambaſſadors to him for help. It was planted 
in a good ſoil by great waters, that it might bring forth 
branches, and that it might bear fruit, that it might be 
a goodly vine; Zedekiah was under great pbligations to 
Netuchagnezzar, that his kingdom was nat tarn in pieces, 
and that the form of government was preſerved, and he 
9 might have been very proſperous and happy. Say thou, 
Thus faith the Loxy Gop: Shall it proſper ? ſhall he 
not pull up the roots thereof, and cut off the fruit 
thereof, that it wither ? ſhall not Nebuchadnezzar plun- 
der and deſtroy the tity, and d:ftroy him and his family for 
his perfidiouſneſs ? it ſhall wither in all the leaves of her 
ſpring, even without great power or many people to 
pluck it up by the roots thereof; it ſhall be eaffly done, 
10 for God ſhall appear on his fide. Yea, behold, ſbeing] 
planted, ſhall it proſper ? ſhall it not utterly wither, 
when the eaſt wind toucheth it? toi is a parching wind, 
that blaſts the fruits of the earth : it ſhall wither ou the 
* | os 
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furrows where it grew; even amidſt the greateht and belt 
helps to make it flouriſh. X 
Il Moreover the word of the Loxp came unto me, 
12 ſaying, Say now to the rebellious houſe, Know ye not 
what theſe [things mean ?] will ye not apply your minds 
to conſider them ? tell them,] Behold, the king of Ba- 
bylon is come to Jeruſalem, and hath taken the king 
thereof, and the princes thereof, and led them with 
13 him to Babylon; And hath taken of the king's ſeed, 
and made a covenant with him, and hath taken an oath 
of him: he hath alſo taken the mighty of the land, 
14 to weaken it, or rather, as hoſtages: That the king- 
dom might be baſe, that it might not lift itſelf up, 
but] that by keeping of his covenant it might ſtand, 
15 But he rebelled againſt him in ſending his ambaſſadors 
into Egypt, that they might give him horſes and much 


ople. Shall he proſper? ſhall he eſcape that doeth 


h [things 7] or ſhall he break the covenant, and be 
delivered? breaking the covenant with Babylon, and his 
16 alliance with Egypt, were both forbidden. [As] I live, 

faith the Lord Gop, ſurely in the place [where] the 
king [dwelleth] that made him king, whoſe he 

'» deſpiſed, and whoſe covenant he brake, [even] with 
17 him in the midſt of Babylon he ſhall die. Neither 
ſhall Pharaoh with his] mighty army and great com- 
pany make for him in the war, by caſting up mounts, 
and building forts, to cut off many perſons; tho Pha- 
raok may come up to aſſiſt him, and the Chaldeans retreat for 

a while, they ſhall ſoon come again and take the city, ſo 
tial Pharaoh will be of no aſſiſtance to them in the end: 
18 Seeing he deſpiſed the oath by breaking the covenant, 
when, lo, he hath given his hand, and hath'done all 

19 theſe things,] he ſhall not eſcape. Therefore thus 
faith the Lord Gov; [As] I live, ſurely mine oath 
that he hath deſpiſed, and my covenant that he hath 
broken, even it will I recompenſe upon his own head. 

20 And I will ſpread my net upon him, and he ſhall be 
taken in my. ſnare, and 1 will bring him to Babylon, 
and will plead with him there for his treſpaſs, that he 
21 hath treſpaſſed againſt me. And all his fugitives with 
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all his bands ſhall fall by the ſword, and they that remain 

ſhall be ſcattered toward all winds : and ye ſhall know 

that I the Lorp have ſpoken it. Te chapter concludes 

_ with a remarkable prophecy, which ſome underſtand of the 

. reſtoration of the houſe of David under Zerubbabel ; but it 

. rather refers to Chriſt ;, the higheſt, from the ſtock of David, 
when the family was reduced very low. 

22 Thus faith the Lord Gop; I will alſo take of the 
higheſt branch of the high cedar, and will ſet [it;] I 
will-crop off from the top of his young twigs a tender 

one, and will plant [it] upon an high mountain and 
eminent; that is, at Feruſalem, the high and holy moun- 
23 tain, where the goſpel was firſt publiſhed. In the moun- 
tain of the height of Iſrael will I plant it: and it ſhall 
bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a goodly 
cedar : and under it ſhall dwell all fowl of every wing; 
in the ſhadow of the branches thereof ſhall they dwell ; 
it ſhall become a great and flouriſhing kingdom, and gather 
24 many of all nations under it. And all the trees of the 
field, all the nations, ſhall know that I the Lorp have 
brought down the high tree, have exalted the low tree, 
have dried up the green tree, and have made the dry 
tree to flouriſh ; I have been carrying on my great deſigns ; 
have brought down thoſe kingdoms which ſeenied moſt ſtrong 
and laſting, and have exalted the kingdom of my Son : 1 
the Lon have ſpoken and have done [it;] it Hal as 
ferrely be accompliſhed, as if it were already dane. 


REFLECTIONS. 
1. W E are here taught the ſacred nature and binding 


force of ſolemn oaths and covenants; and the 

dreadful guilt of falſehood and perjury. See how God re- 
ſented Zedekiah's violation of his oath and covenant. If he 
had any ſuch caſuiſts about him as there are in the church 
of Rome, they might perſuade him, that as a king he was 
not obliged to keep his oath, eſpecially as it was in ſome 
degree extorted from him, and made with an heathen, and an 
heretick. But God will not be mocked; oaths are too ſolemn 
things to be trifled with; he expects the greateſt of men to 
| 9 - keep 
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keep them inviolable, and will puniſh even kings if they 
deſpiſe them. The church of Rome, which has aſſerted, 
that no faith is to be kept with hereticks, has diſpenſed 
with kings for violating their engagements, and allowed 
ſubjects to break their oaths of allegiance, proves herſelf by 
theſe things to be the mother of falſehoods and abomina- 
tions. If ever we are called to take an oath of allegiance 
and fidelity; or, on any other account, to make a ſolemn 
publick appeal to the God of truth, let us be faithful to 
our engagements, Whatever covenants we enter into even 
with men, let us carefully fulfil them; and, tho? we ſwear 
to our own hurt, change not. But we ſhould eſpecially 
apply this to our covenant tranſactions with God, and our 
ſacramental oath of fidelity to Chriſt. Of how much ſorer 
Puniſhment ſhall he be thought worthy, who breaks this cove- 
nant, and thus tramples on the blood of Chriſt, and treats it as 
an unholy thing. | 

2. Let us rejoice in the advancement and ſecurity of the 
kingdom of God. Amidſt the tumults of the nations, God 
is always carrying on his own defigns. They have often 
been very different from the expectations of men: but his 
ſchemes ſhall ſucceed, while theirs ſhall miſcarry. He has 
-- raiſed up a kingdom out of the houſe of David, à root out 
of a dry ground. The beginning was ſmall, but ſhall be 
greatly increaſed, and many nations be made ſubject to it. 
Let us bleſs God that he has founded, ſupported, and de- 
fended it ; and that we are brought under the ſecurity and 
comfort of it. Let us fly to this tree, that is, to Chriſt, 
for ſhelter and happineſs ; and reverence and obey the laws 
of his kingdom. Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, who hath 
thus viſited and redeemed his people. 


= ————— 


CHAP. XVII. 


This is a chapter in which we are all highly concerned, as the 

Judge of the earth gives us an account of his dealing with his 

creatures; at the ſame time inſtrufting the jews that they 

| ſhould find it better or worſe with them, as they behaved 
themſelves in their captfuity. © a} "IA 
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HE word of the Lonp came unto me again, ſay- 
* ng. What mean ye, that ye uſe this proverb 
5 2 *. land of Iſrael, ſaying, The fathers have 
eaten ſour grapes, and the children's teeth are ſet on 
? intimating that it was as unjuſt to puniſh the ſon for 
the fins of the father, as that the children's teeth ſhould be 
kurt and pained by what the fathers had eaten : by this they 
;  infinuated that they were better than their fathers ; but their 
pretence was vain, their own fins being ſufficient to juſtify 
3 Ged in the puniſhment he brought upon them. | As] 1 live, 
faith the Lord Gop, ye ſhall not have [occafion] any 
more to uſe this proverb in Iſrael, there ſhall be fuch a 
4 ifible difference between the righteous and the wicked. Be- 
hold, all fouls are mine; as the foul of the father, ſo 
alſo the foul of the ſon is mine; they are equally my work, 
and therefore I will deal umpartially by them : the foul that 
finneth, it ſhall die; ke ſhall ſuffer for his own fault here, 
and be miſerable hereafter. 
s But if a man be juſt, and do that which is lawful and 
6 right, { And] hath not eaten upon the mountains, net- 
ther hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the houſe of 
- HUrael, neither hath defiled his neighbour's wife, neither 
7 hath come near to a menſtruous woman, And hath not 
opprefied any, [but] hath reſtored to the debtor his 
2 hath ſpoiled none by violence, hath given his 
— 2 , and hath covered the naked with a 
garment z if be dovwad only done no injury, but relieved and 
8 9 — in diftireſs ; He [chat] hath not given forth 
upon uiury to his brethren, neither hath taken any in- 
creaſe, am oppreſſive, unreafouable increaſe of ſtrangers, 
(both of which were forbidden under the law ) ¶ that] 
withdrawn his hand from iniquity when he perceived that 
ie began io aff wrong, and hath executed true judgment 
9 between man and man, Hath walked in my ftatutes, 
and hath kept my judgments, both the ceremonial and 
moral law, to deal truly, «prightly and fincerely, accord- 
ing to the beſt of his knowledge, he [is] juſt, he ſhall 
ſurely live, faith the Lord Gop; ſhall enjoy the comfort 
and reward of his obedience, and need not fear any of thoſe 
puniſhments that befall the wicked. io 
10 
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10 If he beget a ſon [that is] a robber, a ſhedder of 
blood, and [that] doeth the like to any] one of theſe 
11 [things,] And that doeth not any of thoſe [duties,] 
but even hath eaten upon the mountains, and defiled 
12 his neighbour's wife, Hath oppreſſed the and 
needy, Fath ſpoiled by violence, hath not red the 
pledge before the going down of the fun, as the law com- 
manded, and hath lifted up his eyes to the idols, hath 
13 committed abomination, Hath given forth upon uſury, 
and hath taken increaſe : ſhall he then live ? he ſhall 
not live: he hath done all theſe abominations ; he ſhall 
ſurely die; his blood ſhall be upon him; is deftruttion 

is owing to himſelf. 
14 Now, lo, [if] he beget a ſon, that ſeeth all his father's 
| fins which he hath done, and conſidereth, and doeth 
15 not ſuch like, [That] hath not eaten upon the moun- 
| tains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the 
houſe of Iſrael, hath not defiled his neighbour's wife, 
16 Neither hath oppreſſed any, hath not withholden the 
pledge, neither hath ſpoiled by violence, ¶ but] hath 
given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the 


17 naked with a garment, [That] hath taken off his hand 
from the poor, hath neither oppreſſed nor ill treated them, 
[that] hath not received uſury nor increaſe, hath exe- 
cuted my 17 hath walked in my ſtatutes; he 


ſhall not die for the iniquity of his father, he ſhall 

18 ſurely live. [As for] his father, becauſe he cruelly 
oppreſſed, ſpoiled his brother by violence, and did 
{that] which [is] not good among tus people, lo, even 
he ſhall die in his iniquity. 

19 Yet ſay ye, Why? doth not the ſon bear the iniquity 
of the father ? they appeal to their own experience for the 
contrary. God replies, When the fon hath done that 
which is lawful and right, [and] hath kept all my 
ſtatutes, and hath done them, he ſhall ſurely live. 

20 The ſoul that finneth, it ſhall die. The fon ſhall not 
bear the iniquity of the father, neither ſhall the father 

bear the iniquity of the ſon : the righteouſnęſs of the 

| | righteous 
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righteous ſhall be upon him, and the wickedneſs of 
the wicked ſhall be upon him.” 

21 But if the wicked will turn from all his fins that he 
hath committed, and keep all my ſtatutes, and do that 
which is lawful and right, he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall . 

22 not die, All his tranſgreſſions that he hath committed, 
they ſhall not be mentioned unto him: in his righteouſ- 

23 neſs that he hath done he ſhall live. Have I any plea- 
ſure at all that the wicked ſhould die? faith the Lord 
Gop: [and] not that he ſhould return from his ways, 
and live? 

24 But when the righteous turneth away from his righ- 
teouſneſs, and committeth iniquity, [and] doeth ac- 
cording to all the abominations that the wicked [man 
doeth, ſhall he live? All his righteouſneſs that he ha 
done ſhall not be mentioned: in his treſpaſs that he 
hath treſpaſſed, and in his fin that he hath finned, in 
them ſhall he die. 


25 Let ye ſay, The way of the Logo is not equal. 


Hear now, O houſe of Iſrael; Is not my way equal? 
are not your ways unequal? refle upon what 1 have 


26 been ſaying, and then judge. When a righteous [man] 


turneth away from his righteouſneſs, and committeth 
quitY, and dieth in them ; for his iniquity that he 

done ſhall he die. Again, when the wicked 
{man] turneth away from his wickedneſs that he hath 
committed, and doeth that which is lawful and right, 


28 he ſhall fave his ſoul alive. Becauſe he conſidereth, and 


turneth away from all his tranſgreſſions that he hath 

29 committed, he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not die, Yet 
faith the houſe of Iſrael, The way of the Lox is not 
equal, O houſe of Iſrael, are not my ways equal? are 
not your ways unequal? Then comes the application : 
30 Therefore I will judge you, O houſe of Iſrael, every 
one 

7 There are ſome paſſages in ſcripture that ſeem to contradict 
this; as when God is ſaid” to viſit the fins of the fathers upon 
the children; the meaning of which is, that God would bring 


ſuch national calamities upon the Iſraelites for their idolatry, as 
would affect ſucceeding generations; ſuch as war and captivity. 


But here, I imagine, he is ſpeaking of the manner in which he 


will finally deal with ſouls. 
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one according to his ways, ſaith the Lord Gop. Re- 
pent, and turn ¶yourſelves] from all your tranſgreſſions; 

ſo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin. 
31 Caſt away from you all your tranſgreſſions, whereby 
ye have tranſgreſſed; and make you a new heart and a 
new ſpirit : 2 why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael .? 


32 For I have no pleaſure in the death of him that dieth, 


faith the Lord Gop : wherefore turn [yourſelves,] and 
live ye; God has promiſed his ſpirit and grace to thoſe who 
attempt to do this, and therefore he may properly exhort them 
to make themſelves a new heart, to turn, and live. 


REF LE C:T:FONS: 


I, E T us obſerve and admire the condeſcenſion of 

L God, in reaſoning the caſe with theſe unreaſon- 
able men. He might have ſilenced their profane tongues, 
and deſtroyed them at once. A little reflection would have 


convinced them of the injuſtice of their charge againſt 


God, if they had attended to the remonſtrances of their 
prophets, and eſpecially their promiſes, and invitations to 
repentance. But, unreaſonable and profane as they were, 
God himſelf condeſcended to reaſon the caſe with them; 


choofing rather to convince, than condemn them. Thus 


he proceeds ſtill, at he may be juſt when he ſpeaketh, and 
righteous when he judgeth the children of men. | 
2. "Obſerve the claim which God has upon the ſpirits of 
men, v. 4. He breathed into men their ſouls; gave them 
rational capacities; ſupports them, and holds their ſouls in 
life: the ſouls of children are his; parents are the fathers 
of their fleſh, but God is the father of their ſpirits ; all are 
the work of his hands. Let us all remember and conſider 
this. It is a proof that he will deal juſtly and impartially 
with his creatures; and is a motive to devote our fouls, 


and the ſouls of our children to God; and to employ all 


our powers and capacities in his ſervice. 

3. We have important inſtruction to the deſcendants 
both of good and bad men. It is here ſuppoſed, and alas ! 
fact too often confirms it, that the children of good men 
may prove wicked, When they do fo, their birth and 
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deſcent will be of no ſervice to them: they ſhall be puniſh- 
ed; and puniſhed worſe than others, becauſe they have 
enjoyed ſuch advantages for religion. Let the children of 
— parents therefore rejoice with trembling. On the other 
if the children of wicked parents confider their 

conduct; what miſchiefs their fins brought upon them 
and their families ; what a reproach they were to them- 
felves, and what they have reaſon to fear their end was; if 
they confider theſe things, and avoid' the fins of their fa- 
thers, they ſhall not fare the worſe for their wickedneſs : 
but be accepted of God, and enjoy the fruits of their own 
righteouſneſs, | 

4. We ſhould keep this repreſentation continually in 
view; and expect this righteous judgment. There may be 
fome difficulties in the divine diſpenſations in this world 
and there were ſome rules of his proceeding peculiar to the 
jewiſh diſpenſation: but this chapter leads us to the rule of 
God's final judgment. And theſe truths are plainly taught; 
viz. that he does not force men to fin ; nor make their 
ruin inevitable; that no man ſhall be puniſhed hereafter 
for the fins of his father, grandfather, or firft father; how- 
ever he may in the ſtated courſe of providence ſuffer for 
them: but that every man ſball receive according to his own 
works, the things which are done in the body. La us then 
attend to our duty; confider aur ways; repent, and return to 
the Lord; that is, turn from all ſin to all righteouſneſs; 
and then, thro* Chriſt, e hall find mercy. Let thoſe who 
have done this, perſevere, If they turn from their righteouſ- 
neſs, they wwill loſe all they have wrought, and die in their ini- 
quities.. God has promiſed his grace to thoſe who will ſtir 
up themſelves, and uſe their beſt endeavours. Work out, 
therefore, your own ſalvation with fear and trembling ; for it 
is\God who workith in you to will and to do of his own good 
pleajure. 
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CHAP XIX. | | 
This chapter contains a lamentation- for the princes of Hrael, 
under the parable of lions' whelps taken in a pit; and for 
Feruſalem, under the parable of a waſted vine. | 
1 % MOREOVER take thou up a lamentation for 
2 the princes of Iſrael, And ſay, what [is] thy 
mother, the kingdom of Judah? A lioneſs : ſhe lay 
down among lions, ſhe nouriſhed her whelps among 
young lions; it hath been a bloody. and cruel kingdom, — 
and hath taught her princes to be ſo tao; ſhe hath learned | 
3 the ill manners of her neighboars and allies. And ſhe | 
brought up one of her whelps ; Jehoahaz the ſon of 
Fofiah, who wwas a tyrant, and made great deſolation.; it 
became a young lion, and it learned to catch the prey; 
4 it devoured men. The nations alſo heard of. him ; he 
_was-taken in their pit, and they brought him with 
chains unto the land of Egypt; the Anmonites, Syrians, 
and Moabites came againſt him, and plundered the cauntry; 
Pharaoh Necho took him priſoner, carried im to Egypt, | 
5 and he was heard of no more. Now when. ſhe ſaw that | 
ſhe had waited for his return in vain, [and] her hope | 
was loſt, then ſhe took another of her whelps, [and] | | 
made him a young lion; ſet up jus brother Jehoiakim, 
that is, Pharaoh did ſo with the people's conſent. He was 
tyrannical and oppreſſive, and imitated the vices of his 4 
6 brother, without taking warning by his misfortunes, And 
he went up and down among the lions, he became a 
young lion, and- learned to catch the prey, [and] de- | 
7 voured men. And he knew their deſolate palaces, f 
and he laid waſte their cities; and the land was deſo- 
late, and the fulneſs thereof, by the noiſe of his roar- 1 
ing ; he took away the houſes of the great men, and de- | 
$ populated the country. Then the nations, the Chaldeans - i 
and their allies, ſet againſt him on every fide from the - 
provinces, and ſpread their net over him: he was taken 15 
9 in their pit. And they put him in ward in chains, 
and brought him to the king of Babylon; they brought _ | 
him into holds, that his voice ſhould no more be E 
7 heard = 
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heard upon the mountains. of Iſrael; where he ſbould 
cauſe no more terror, nor make any more devaſtation. 
10 Thy mother ſis] like a vine, or, like a pomegranate, 
in thy blood, or, in thy guietneſs,* planted by the 
waters ; ſhe was fruitful and full of branches by reaſon 
of many waters; while Zedekiah was quiet, and paid his 
11 tribute regularly. And ſhe had ftrong rods for the 
ſceptres of them that bare rule, valiant princes, fit 
to fevay the ſceptre, and her ſtature was exalted among 
the thick branches, and ſhe appeared in her height, 
with the multitude of her branches; he kingdom was 
12 in great power and glory. But ſhe was plucked up in 
fury, ſhe was caſt down to the ground, and the eaſt 
wind dried up her fruit: her ſtrong rods were broken 
and withered ; - the fire conſumed them ; her Kings 
end princes were made captives, and many of the people 
12 deſtroyed. And now ſhe [is] planted in the wil- 
derneſs, in a dry and thirſty ground; is carried 10 
Babylon, wwhich is a wilderneſs, compared to her own coun- 
14 try; 4 diſagreeable and dangerous ſituation. And fire is 
gone out of a rod of her branches, [which] hath de- 
voured her fruit, ſo that ſhe hath no ſtrong rod [to be] 
a ſceptre to rule; Zedekjah, one of the royal family, hath 
brought this miſchief upon- her by breaking his oath with 
the king of Babylon. This [is] a lamentation, and ſhall 
be for-a lamentation ; they ſhall long lament it, and never 
be completely recovered. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


t. EE how lamentable are the circumſtances of a 
"© ple under tyrannical governors. What a no- 
ble yet dreadful deſcription is here of the miſery of Judah 


her princes are compared to lions, and very properly; for 
as roaring lions, and a raging bear, ſo are wicked rulers over 


| @ poor people, when they pervert the end of their office, 


employ their power for miſchief, deprive their ſubjects 


of their rights, break ſolemn engagements, and tram- 
ple upon every thing ſacred. Nations under ſuch gover- 


* See Bp. Nawcows in loc. 
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nors are much to be pitied. The ſufferers lament it, and 
their poſterity ſhall long lament it. Let us be thankful 
that it is not our caſe; but that we live under an equita- 
ble government; and earneſtly pray, that they who ruie over 
men may be juft, ruling in the fear of God ; and that he would 
raiſe up fome to humble and bring down the tyrants of 
2. When God removes men from his houſe and ordi- 
nances, they are in a wilderneſs. A remarkable phraſe, in 
v. 13. Babylon was a noble, rich, and fruitful country; 
far from being a wilderneſs in itſelf; but it was ſo to the 
Jews; not fo much on account of their hardſhips and ſuffer- 
ings there, as their being removed from the temple, ſacri- 
fices and feaſts of the Lord. Whatever excellencies any 
ſituation may have, it is a wilderneſs, without religious 
advantages. This ſhould direct us what to have principally 
diners opera rectory im- 
prove our privileges, left he plant us in a wilderneſs, in 4 
by auf s hy dans, * ' | - 


— 


Er a; 


- 


| n ts be confultel by ieee Jed! 
gives them an taftory of their rebrilians; and concludes with 
promuſes of their reftoration. | 


1 ND it came to paſs in the ſeventh year, in the 
fifth month,] the tenth [day] of the month, 

that] certain of the elders of Iſrael came to enquire - 

of the Lon, and fat before me: what their particular 
_ enquiry was, is mt ſaid; it ſeems to have been, whether 
they might” comply with ſome of the idolatries in Babylon, 
_ that fo they might be upon better terms with their neigh- 
2 Bari. Then came the word of the Loxy unto me, 


3 faymyg, Son of man, ſpeak unto the elders of Ifrael 


and tay unto them, Thus faith the Lord Gop; Are 
Je come to enquire of me ? [As] I live, ſaĩth the Lord 
God, I will not be enquired of by you; er, I will not 


ve you ſuch an anſwer as you . 
ol. VI. 9 4 Wilt 
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1. Wilt chou t judge them, ſon of man, wilt thou 
not judge them ?] and cauſe them to know the abomi- 
gone 1 wa And ſay unto them, Thus 
w. ſaith the, Lord Gop; In the day when I choſe Iſrael, 
Ad nd liſted up mine hand unto the ſeed of the houſe of 
| "3 21 Jacob. Loans hoon, dare chem, jo the land 
of Egypt, when I lifted up mine hand unto them, 
..' , ſaying; I fam] the Lozp 5 God, and entered into 
SN In the day that] I lifted up 
mine hand unto. them, to bring n 
of Egypt into a land that 1 had eſpied for them, that 
n mew te 

7 and, een 
- ſaid I unto, them, ye away every man the Pea 
+ nations of his es, theſe idol which you look upon with 
+1 and d not 47 with the idols of E- 


fury TT. I will pour out 
to accompliſh my anger 

9 them in the midſt of the land of E pt, But I 
3 
among whom they were, ] in whoſe 
myſelf known unto them, in bringing 
the land of Egypt; 1 delivered then 


promuſe, and leſt 1 
aN 


be a the win, And then i 
man do, he ſhall even live in them; they 

their lives, end promat bien der happineſs. 
12 ri bbaths, to be a fign 
between me and them, that might know that 1 
77 } tho Logo that ſanctify them; 4% ſabbaths tere 
| * E aſk maſters them no rej, 
command id Sherry them wa then renewed. . . 
, v.86 


S 5 ess Der 


20 keep my judgments, and do them; And hallow 
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13 But the houſe of Iſrael rebelled againſt me in the 
- wilderneſs: they walked not in my tes, and 
deſpiſed my judgments, which [if] a man do, he 
even live in them; and my ſabbaths they greatly pollu- 
ted; treating them as common days, or practi 
in ſecret: then I ſaid, I would pour out my upon 
14 them in the wilderneſs, to conſume them. But I 
'- wrought for my name's fake, that it ſhould not be 
polluted before the heathen, in whoſe fight I brought 
15 them out. Yet alſo I lifted up my hand unto them 
in the wilderneſs, I fware unto that I would not 
bring them into the land which I had given them, ] 
flowing with milk and honey, which ſis] the glory of 
all lands; that I would not bring” them to Canaan, but 
16 that their carcaſes ſhould fall in the ' wilderneſs ; Becauſe 
they deſpiſed my judgments, and walked not in my 
ſtatutes, but polluted my ſabbaths: for their heart 
17 went after their idols. Nevertheleſs mine eye ſpared 
them from deſtroying them all at once, it was done 
degrees, neither did I make an end of them in the wil- 
18 derneſs, but ſpared their young people and their ſeed. But 
1 aid unto their children in the wilderneſs, Walk ye 
not in the ſtatutes of your fathers, neither obſerve their 
. judgments, nor e yourſelves with their idols: 
19 1 fam] the Lon your God; walk in my ſtatutes, and 


my ſabbaths; and they ſhall be a fign 
you, that is, of your relation to me, and of 'my favour 
to you, that ye may know that I ſam] the Loxp your 
21 God. Notwithſtanding the children 'rebelled againft 
me: they walked not in my ſtatutes, neither kept m 
judgments to do them, which [if] a man do, he 
even live in them; they polluted my ſabbaths: then 


1 ſaid, L would pour out my fury upon them, to ac. 


- ...compliſh my anger againſt them in the wilderneſs; heir 

ſeveral rebellions were attended wii ſeveral judgments. 
22 Nevertheleſs 1 withdrew mine hand from @ full execu- 
tion, and wrought for my name's fake; that it ſhould. 
not be polluted in the fight of the heathen, in whoſe 


23 fight I brought them forth. 1 lifted up mine hand 
| | N ; unto 


*, 
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' unto them alſe in the wilderneſs, that I would ſcatter 


- cham amang the heathen, and diſperſe them through 
the countries; I ſtuore to them in a moſt ſalamm manner, 


ee after had brought thew to Canaan, 1 


on 


dg re 
ents,. put my pol- 
LIES 
2 yrs Wherefore I gave them alſo ſtatutes [that 


_ | n might know that I am] 
eds — Lond. — | 


ſptak unto the houſe of 


be and ſay unto them, ' Thus ſaith the Lord Gop; 
ICP ws. your fathers have blaſphemed me, in that 

me; nit great 
For] when 4 had brought 


a nh nd, (rt 3 
give it to „then every high hill, 


— 


N 
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of your fathers? and commit ye ant whoredom after 

31 their abominations? For when ye offer. your. gifts, 
when ye make your ſons to paſs through the fire, ye 
pollute yourſelves with all your idols, even unto. this 
day: and ſhall I be ired of by you, O houſe of 
Iſrael ? (As} 1 live, the Lord Go, I will not 
32 be enquired of by you. And that which cometh. into 
n. that ye ſay, We will be 
as the heathen, as the families of the countries, to 
ſerve wood and ftane; the end von propoſe to anſiver by 
22 ſhall be defrated, you' ſhall nat dus weh _ 

the heathen, nor enjoy the privileges of nali vas. 


33 [As] I live, faith the Lord Gon, ſurely - F 


mighty hand, and with a ſtretched out arm, and with 
fury poured out, will I rule over you; not gendly as 
34 before : And I will bri you out from the people, and 
will gather you out of the countries wherein ye! are 
. ſcattered, with a mighty band, *r 
35 out arm, and with fury poured out. And I will brin 
you into the wilderneſs of the people, and there will ! 
plead with you face to face, as I did with-your fathers 
in the wilderneſs, when they came out of Egypt's I will 


36 ſhow you your crimes,. and bring you to repentance. . Like. 
as I lende with your fathers in the wilderneſs, when 


I brought them out of the land of Egypt, ſo will I plead 
with you, faith the Lord Go; I will gather you from 
your diſperſion at rr 
37 good and the bad. And I will cauſe you to paſs under 
the rod, . 
counting their numbers, ing ſuch as eas 
rated, and I will bring you into the bond of the —— 
38 nant, the new or curiſtian covenant : And I will purge 
out from you the rebels, and them that tranſ- 
grels againſt me, as I deſtroyed the rebels. in the wilder- 
neſs : I will bring them forth out of the country where 
they ſojourn, er e ame eggs? # 


This and the following verſes are generally interpreted o 
God's bringing them from among the Moabites and Ammonites 
into Babylon, and not to Canaan again, But, I think, it refers 

to their converſion. in the latter day, and cannot underſtand it 


— any other ſenſe. 


26 EZEKIEL XX: 
| Iſrael: and e her phe Ds i nay 


wolf tr converted to chriſtianity, and receiving 
2 from chriſtian fates, = who" are ſtill infidels, 
will, for carnal reaſons, join themſebves to them to ſhare in 
" their — duct 1 will, by ſome extraordinary 
, ſeparate the infidels (who ſhall be deſtroyed or 
 difperſed) from the beligvers, who ſhall return to their own 
39 land. As for you, O houſe of Iſrael, you of the preſent 
generation, thus faith the Lord GOD; Go ye, ſerve ye 
every one his idols, (probably this is © ſpoken” ironically, ) 
| Dee 1 
22 my holy name no more with your gifts, 

ur bf": fog or, as it ſhould Ka 1 
L hearken to me, and ye ſball not pollute 
name any more with your gifts and with your idols. 
40 For in mine holy mountain, in the mountain of the 
height of Iſrael, faith the Lord God, there ſhall all 

| the houſe of Iſrael, all of them in the land, ſerve me: 
there will I accept them, and there will T require your 
offerings, and the firſt fruits of your oblations, with 

all your holy things; referring to the chriſtian church, the 
worſhip of which is > dferibed, in allufion to their antient 
| 41 worſhip. I will accept you with your ſweet favour, 
= when I bring you out from the people, and gather you 
i H out of the countries wherein ye have been ſcattered 

1 "= I will be ſanctified in you before the heathen, by 
my juſtice and mercy toward you. And ye ſhall know that 

Im the Lon d, when I ſhall bring you into the 

land of Iſrael, into the country [for] the which I 

43 lifted up mine hand to give it to your fathers. And 

there ſhall ye remember your ways, and all your do- 

ings, wherein ye have been defiled ; and ye ſhall lothe 

ves in your own fight for all your'evils that ye 
& 4 44 have committed. And ye ſhall know that I ſam] the 
1 Lord, when 1 have wrought with you for my name's 
a þ | ſake, when lade exerted my power for your deliverance 
EI | and diſplayed my faithfulneſs to my covenant with your fa- 
ers; not g to your wicked ways, nor accord- 
ing to rg doings, O ye hou'e of. Iſrael, faith 


the Lord OT OS 
wag Fats REFLECT: 
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wo 
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REFLECTIONS. © 


1. CYEE how much God is diſpleaſed with an hypocri- 
8 tical attendance upon ordinances. Theſe people 
and were determined to worſhip them. No 
attendance upon God will be beneficial to burſelves and 
to him, except we be ſincere and hearty in it. 
God is @ ſpirit; and they that worſhip him muſt worſhip lum in 


came to enquire of Jehov 
tion for idols, 


ſdirit and in truth. is As 

2, We may hence learn what, a 
the ſabbath is. Notice is taken of 
as one of the 
ſign between God and his people; a ſign of his favour to 


them and a concern for their happineſs; and their obſerv- 
_ ance of it is a ſign of their relation to him, a ſenſe of his 


authority, and a concern for his glory; and it is the way 
to be ſanctified and made holy, PIR his ſabbaths, 
by putting them to a common uſe 
of 


many impieties; and brings his fury upon a nation. 

g. To be ſteadily religious, is both our intereſt and hap- 
pineſs. God's ſtatutes are to be obſerved: he that. doeth 
them ſhall live in them: the deſign of them is to make us 
happy. But the Jews would ſerve God and idols too; 
they wanted to join them together; as men would now 
ſerve God and mammon. But ſuch ſelf-deceiving finners 
ſhall not proſper, and are only the more enſlaved by ſin ; 
whereas if we have no fellowſhip with the works of dark- 
neſs, but fully cleave to the Lord, we ſhall live; not by 
2 obedience to the law of God, conſidered in itſelf; for 
the apoſtle quotes this e, Gal, iii. 12. to e that 
the L ak of faith * Hall be ſaved and live eter- 
nally, by the grace of God in Chriſt Feſus. BE 

4. We are taught that God's faithfulneſs to his covenant 
is the ſecurity of the church, and of every true chriſtian. 
It is often mentioned, I wrought it for my own ſake, that 
my name might not be polluted ; his reaſon for defending his 
church, and preſerving his people thro* faith unto falva- 


ivilege and bleffin 
che A Retten of this 
favours to Iſrael, v. 12. It is a 


llute 
purſuing common 
and pleaſure, is an affront to him; it is the ſource 
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tion, are taken from his own glory; that he may ſhow his 
faithfulneſs and merey, and be honoured by all the world, 

Lee this engage all us ſervants to honour him, 5 

inen Ya" 


* f 
« * 


* CHAP. XX. 48, to the end, and CHAP: XXI 

rhe ve of the pewentieth chapter belongs ro the twenty 
ſhould not have been ſepur n 
e eplane in the fly , | 


OREQVER the. word of the Lozp came unto. 
ing, Son of man, ſet thy face toward 
thy T. — the ſouth, 
wu Bp the ſouth field; he 
„ Juda, which lay ſouth of Babylan, and 
| 8 pokes ge for en, which, loy. in, the auth 

2 ay of inhabitants, 1 trees is fe 

ately buildings; And ſay to 0 

8 . raped r 
the Lord Gop.; Behold, 1 will kindle a fire in thee, 
and. it ſhall devour every green tree in thee, and every 
. "dry tree: the flaming flame ſhall not be quenched, and 
all faces from the ſouth to the north ſhall, be burned 
_ therein; jon Hall Je made by the Chaldeans an rich 
: 48 and paar, fram ane end of the land to the ather.... And all 
-—_ fleſh ſhall bo that ihe Lend haze kindled es & Gall 
„n uenched. Then faid 1, Ah Lord Gon! they 

e bY ey parables ? 2 
_ that what the prophet 2 dark and uantelligible, he 

is therefore commanded to propheſy plainly in chap. xxi. 
1 Car., XXI. And the word of the Logp came unto. 
2 me, ſaying, Son of man, ſet thy face toward Jn 

lem, and drop [thy word] — FA places, like 

222 the rain, and propheſy again :olt the land of 
| e n 
3 courts, ſay to the land of Iſrael, Thus faith the 


882 


Lob; Behold, 1 am] againſt thee, and will draw 
forth my dead. ati aan -—- 
ath, 


vp 
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| ſheath, and. will cut off from thes the righteous. af 
the wicked; the righteous indeed were many of them 
. ſpared, e = ou mage ok, rg and 
4 carried captive, exing then that I will cut oft from 
ttzhee the 3 and the wicked, therefore ſhall my 
ſmord go forth out of his ſheath againſt all fleſh from 
the ſouth to the north; /he deſolation ſhall ſpread thro? the 
5 whole land: That all fleſh may know that I the Lo. 
have drawn forth my ſword out of his ſheath :_ it ſhall 
not return any more ful it has executed my. commiſſion. 
6 Sigh therefore, thou ſan of man, with the breaking of 
thy] loins; and with bitterneſs ſigh before their eyes; 
bs ol marks of gr ef and concern before the inhaditanis of 
eruſalem. 85 it ſhall be, when they ſay unto thee, 
herefore ſigheſt thou? that thou ſhalt anſwer, For k 
the tidings; becauſe it cometh: and every heart ſhall 
melt, and. all hands ſhall be feeble, and every ppirit 
ſhall faint, and all knees ſhall be mak [3s] water : 
behold, it cometh, and ſhall be cop gat faith 
the Lord Gop; they ſhall neither be 1 or flee, 


the firength of their boch and ſpirits ſpall 2 
faying, 


8 Again the word of the Loxn came unto me, 
9 Son o man, propheſy, and ſay, Thus faith the Loxp; 
Say, A ſword, a ſword is ſharpened, and alſo furbiſh.. 
ed; da not fludy fine expreſſions, but ery, 4 find! a 
10 ſword! as men do fire! It is ſharpened to make a fore | 
Lek hter ; it is furbiſhed that it may glitter: ſhould 
en make mirth ? is this 4 time 10 rejoice? it con- 
db the . 22 ſon, N every tree; er, alas! 
the ſcepire of my ſon it deſpiſeth every tree, it 
deflroyeth Jrael, and 2 the rayal family, the ſceptre, 
as eaſily. as. any other nation, as any common men, (ſee chap. 
11 XX. 11.) And he hath given it to be furbiſhed, that 
«It may be handled : the {word is ſhar and it is 
furbiſhed, to give it into the hand of the ſlayer. Crx 
12. and howl, ſon of man: for it ſhall be "ate my people, 
it [ſhall be] upon all the princes of I terrors by | 
reaſon of the Ng ſhall be upon my people: finite | 
13 therefore upon thy] thigh, Becauſe [it is] a trial, 
and, what 1 [the frord] — the rod ? it 1 | 
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ogy ney faith the Lord God. Thou therefore, 
propheſy, and ſmite [thine} hands to- 
5 — 1 let cke "fo be doubled the third time, 
lat is, often ;, or it may refer to Nebuchadnezzar's three 
© attacks wpon Judea and Jeruſalem, which brought entire 
-- defirufion on them; the (word of the ſlain: it [is] the 
Ws nb of the great [men that are] lain, which entereth 
* Jus chambers, where 7 22 hought to conceal 
L 5 —— 2 yh ve ſet the point of the ſword againſt all 
che ates, that [their] heart may faint, an u 
runs multplied: ah! [it is] made bright, [it is] 
16 wrapped up, or ſharpened, for the ſlaughter. Go thee 
one way or other, [either] on the right hand, [or] on 
the left, whitherſoever thy face [is] ſet; the ſword is 
commiſſioned to go where it would, it would find wicked peo- 
every where, and have work enough in every quarter. 


— 
2 


we 
17 F will alſo ſmite mine hands together thro juſt indigna- 
*. 


tion, and encourage the d 0 go On do thoroug 
execution, . thee : 1 
"the Lonp have faid [it.] 

18 ho, ee many n thee eo ena th 

19 Alſo, thou ſon of man, appoint thee two ways, that 8 
ſword of the king ylon' may come: both twain 
722 * land: and chooſe thou a 
place, chooſe [it] at the head of the way to the city; 


_ draw a plan the road, particularly of that part where the 
ways to Rabbath and Jaga z to repreſent 179 


20 chadnezzar's heſitation which he would attack juſt. 


point a way, that the ſword may come to Robbath bf 
the Ammonites, and to Judah in Jeruſalem the de- 

- fenced; as the Ammonites have entered into an alliance with 
- Egypt, as well as the 1 ns; therefore I am determined 
21 40 puniſh hoth. For the king of Babylon ſtood at the 
© parting of the way, at the head of the two ways, to uſe 
divination : he made his] arrows bright, or, ke mingled 
n two arrows were Put into @ quiver, on one Was 
written, 


It had better be rendered, It it a trial, and what if it alſo 


ED 70 47 the ſceptre it ſhall not remain, ſaith the Lord Jehovah ; that 


intend to try my by theſe judgments, and then this 
—— conte mptudus 2 be itſelf conſumed. 
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-» written; Rabbath, on the ether, Jeruſalem; @ perſon drew 


bn out, and which ever name was on that arrow, that 
country was to be attacked firſt ; he conſulted with images, 
22 he looked in the liver. At his right hand was the 
-- divination for Jeruſalem, to appoint captains, to open 
the mouth in the ſlaughter, to lift up the voice with 
ſhouting, to appoint | battering] rams againſt the gates, 
to caſt a mount, ſand] to build a fort; the divinations 
appeared apainſt Feruſalem, the omens and oracles determined 
for that to be attacked firſt, in order to inſtruct and animate 
23 the ſoldiers. And it ſhall be unto them as a falſe divi- 
nation in their fight, the Ifraelites ſball think his divina- 
tions falſe, and believe that he will not come, to them that 
have ſworn oaths, or, for the oaths made unto tem: but 
he, the king of Babylon, will call to remembrance the 
24 iniquity, that they may be taken. Therefore thus faith 
the Lord Gop ; Becauſe ye have made your iniquity to 
be remembered, in that your tranſgreſſions are diſcover- 
ed, ſo that in all your doings your fins do a ; 
becauſe, [I ſay,] ye are come to remem 

ye ſhall be taken with the hand. 
25 And thou, Zedekiah, profane wicked prince of If. 
rael, who haſt broken thy oath to the king of Babylon, whoſe 
day is come, the due ſeaſon for thy puniſhment, when ini- 
26 quity I ſhall have] an end, I hus faith the Lord Goo; 
emove the diadem, and take off the crown: this [ ſhall 
not be] the ſame : exalt [him that is] low, and a 
him that is] high; Zedekiah's reign ſhall be no longer, 
27 the ſame form of government ſhall be no more. I will over- 


turn, overturn, overturn it; I will overthrow the dif- 


ferent forms of government which ſhall be afterwards 
eBabliſhed: and it ſhall be no more, ] until he come 
whoſe 15 it is; and 1 will give it him ;] here ball 
no more . houſe of David, till the Meffiah 


come, who is to be my king. 


286 And thou, fon of man, propheſy, and ſay, Thus 


ſaith the Lord Gon concerning the Ammonites, and 
I reproach which they caſt upon Iſrael; 
even ſay thou, The ſword, the ſword [1s] drawn : for 
the laughter [it is] furbiſhed, to conſume becauſe — 


EZEKIEL. XXI. 
ing: Whiles they ſee ' vanity unto thee, 
tes they divine a lie unto thee, to bring thee upon 
[them that are] flain, of the [/rachites, 2/0 
in by them, adding them (tho deceived, as the Iſtaci- 
)- to tie number of the wicked, whoſe =o | 
their iniquity {ſhalt have] an end. Shall I 
ob; lit] to return into his ſheath? I will judge thee 
in where thou waſt created, in the land of thy 
wity ; they fall be deftrayed in their own land, where 
hues foall nat be carried into 
my indignation upon 
in the ſire of my 


their country was deftroyed by Nebu- 


REFLECTIONS. 


Is HEN men will not ſubmit to the authority of 
ü the word, they love to ſind fault with it. Eze- 
kiel's parables were ſametimes too high and obſcure, ſome- 
times tod plain and low; even when intended and 
for their inſtruction and edification. When the ftomach is 
diſordered, the food is complained of. This is a difficulty 
which miniſters. till have to grapple with. And it is well 
for them that they can, with the prophet, bring their com- 
Pflaints to God, and ſeek aſſiſtance and bleſſing from him. 
2. Ho abſurd and unbecoming is mirth in times of 
diſtreſs!] either of publick calamity, or private affliction. 
It is very unreaſonable. in itſelf, and diſpleaſing to God; 
defeats the deſign of his providence; prevents the ſpirit 
from becoming ſerious and wiſe, which is the end of cor- 
rection. There is not a ſurer fign of folly and irreligion, 
than to have a light, trifling ſpirie under affliction, and an 
unhumbled heart under humbling providences. ; 
3. The calamities of God's people, however grievous, 
v4. | arc 


8 - FS 


- | that be} near, and [thoſe that — 
380A; - m 
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thought to ſerious mourners! 
They are ſent to try their faith and truſt in God and his 
promiſes z to try what patience, fortitude, and indifference 
to the world they poſlets ; what pity they have for other 
ſufferets; and what charity for the inſtruments of their 
trouble; that is, to try and exerciſe their graces; and hap- 
py. will it be for them if the trial of their faith-turn out 10 
their prniſe, and honour, and glory, at the appearing of Jeſus 
4. Amidſt the commotions and changes of the world, 
Chriſt's kingdom ſhall be eftabliſhed, and ſhall endure. 
The throne of David is his right. God hath fulfilled this 
prophecy; the promiſe that he ſhould fit on the throne of 
David his father is accompliſhed. - Let us rejoice that he is 
come; truſt in him, and be faithful to him; for ke" Hall 
reign till he hath put down all rule and authority and poovers 
that oppoſed him, and hath brought all his ſubjects to glory. 


— —„—„— 
dee! * U HA. XA. 
Contains à recital of the fins of Feruſalem, and the ſevere puniſh+ 


ih, ment that ſbauld follow. 
Tol 'OREOVER the word of the Loxp came unto 
; G4 me, ſaying, Now, thou ſon of man, wilt thou 


judge, wilt thou judge the bloody city? yea, thou 

* ſhow her all abominations, © Then fay thou, 
Thus faith the Lord Go; The city ſheddeth blood 
in the midſt of it, that her time may come, the time of 

fer and maketh idols againſt herfelf to defile 

4 herſelf, Thou art become guilty in thy blood that 

thou haſt ſhed; and haft defiled thyſelf in thine idols 

which thou haſt made; and thou haft cauſed thy days 

to draw near, - the meaſure of thine iniquity is full, and the 

dt ef thy puniſhment are ut hand, and thou art come 

Leven] unto thy years, when thy kingdom foall end; 

therefore have 1 made thee a reproach unto the hea- 

5 then, and a mocking unto all the countries. \Thoſe 
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2 Thou haſt deſpiſed mine holy things, the times, 
| 9 haſt profane ſabbaths. In thee are men that carry 


11 humbled her that was ſet apart for pollution. And one 
12 daughter. In thee have they taken gifts to ſhed blood, 
4 3 —.— me, ſaith the Gop. Behold; there- 


446 Can thine heart endure, or can thine hands be ſtrong, 
15 have ſpoken it.] and will do fit.] And I will ſcatter 


5 „FETT 
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mock thee, {which art] infamous [and]. much vexed. 
6 Behold, the princes of Irac], . 2 


fed 
midſt of thee. have they dealt | 
ſtranger; took advantage of their neceſſities, or 


ignorance. of "the laws and cuſtoms of the country : 
--- thee have they 


—— — — — 


tales to ſhed blood, who bear falſe witneſs, who charge 
- others with treaſonable words or ſeditious actions; or who 
mate miſchief in families, till their quarrels end in murder: 
and in thee they eat upon the mountains: in the midſt 
10 of 'thee they commit lewdneſs. In thee have they diſ- 
covered their father's nakedneſs: in thee have they 


hath committed abomination with his neighbour's wife; 
and another hath lewdly defiled his daughter in law ; 
and another in thee hath humbled his ſiſter, his father's 


no to bear falſe witneſs, or bring in an innocent per ſon wy; 
thou ho taken uſury and increaſe, and thou: haſt 
gained of -thy neighbours by extortion, and 


fore I have ſmitten mine hand, CY _ 
rente at thy diſhoneſt gain which thou haſt made, and | 
at thy blood which hath been in the midſt of thee. 


in the days that 1 ſhall deal with thee? 1 the Loxo 


hen, and di 
tries, and will — thy fil 


"Bae: take thine inheritance in 


25 warnings of prophets. There is] a co 
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Lond 3" te I lave been your: inheritanet" you" are now 


. .caft off ;, ſhalt le laid open ; laue no diſtinguiſping privi- 
65 3, and ſhalt ſee what an inheritance you are t yourſelves, 


the heathen; that deſpiſe and perſecute you. 


| among 
17 the word of the Loxp came unto me, ſaying, 
18 Son of man, the houſe of Iſrael is to me become 


droſs, contemptible, and good for nothing; all they | are] 
has. and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midſt of 
the furnace; they are [even] the droſs of ſilver. 


19 Therefore thus faith the Lord Goo; Becauſe ye are all 


become droſs, behold, therefore I will gather you into 


20 the midſt of Jeruſalem, [As] they gather filver, and 


braſs, and iron, and lead, and tin, into the midſt. of 
the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt [it;] 


ſo will 1 gather [you] in mine anger and in my fury, 


and I will leave [you there, ] and melt you; you gather 
yourſekves to * . for ſafety, but I will gather you 
there for deſtruftion, and leave you there to be deſtroyed. 
21 Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire 
of my w ye ſhall be melted in the midſt 


22 — r in the midſt of the fur- 
nace, ſo ſhall ye be melted in the midſt thereof; and ye 


| ſhall know that I the Loxo have poured 'out my fury 


upon Jo. 
23 And the word of the Land came unto-me; ſaying, 
24 Son of man, ſay unto her, Thou art the land [that] 
is not cleanſed, nor rained r 


nation; not cleanſed by judgments, nor aprons 2 
piracy of her 


De thereof, lice atk Hoa 


ravening the prey ; they have devoured ſouls; they 
have taken the treaſure and precious things ; they have | 


made, her many widows in the midft thereof ; ber 
women of their huſbands, that is, putting them to death by 


26 Joie 2 and then plunderi e 2 treaſures. Her 


E have violated my law, profaned mine 
ly things: they have put no — between the 
holy and — neither have they ſhowed [difference] 

the unclean and the clean, and have hid their 
* from my abbaths, and I am profaned among 


them ; 


Y 


3 
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them; they have made no difference themſelves between 
clean and unclean food, ns 

Places, nor have they taught the people to gy it; 

Put contempt on my Jabbatks, and negleBed publick wor ſhip. 
27 Her princes in the midſt thereof [are] like wolves 
ravening the to ſhed blood, and] to deſtroy 
28 fouls, 28 Handneft gain. And her prophets have 
-- "daubed 9 with —— {morter, ] ſeeing vanity, 
and divining lies unto them, faying, Thus oy 
Lord Gopy, when the Loxp hath not fpoken ; the falſe 
Q | prophets havs encouraged and countenanced this ww fs, 

. e Set., The people of th 


29 Iyramical government. The people of the 


land 1 on, and exerciſed 
have vexed the poor and needy; yea, they have 


; 30 preſſed the — ly. And 1 for a 


man among them, that ould make up the hedge, 

und ſtand in the gap before me for the land, that 1 
mould not deſtroy it; who ſhould interpoſe to prevent the 
s which are entering in at the breach their fins have 

made: but I found none; therefore their ruin is inevita- 


35k Therefore have I poured out mine indignation 


upon them; I have conſumed them with the fire of 


my wrath: their own way have I per we 
g NN re Lord Gon. 


REFLECTIONS. 


90 GETFULNESS of God is the ſburce of all 


wickedneſs, After the black catalogue of Iſrael's 


fins it is added, v. 12. and haſt forgotten me, faith the Lord 


— — — their creator and preſerver; 
their ce upon him, and obligations 


ey , . 3 his favours, and and the teerors of his 


wrath, It is ſtrange that they *. = oa 
3 — of theſe tings as 
it is the general character. This not only brings wen 
deſpiſe ſabbaths, and neglect ordinances ; but it — 
them oppreſſors, talebearers, deſpiſers- of parents; it 


Heads them e allehood, perky, and murder, __ 
t 
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beware then that we forget not the Lord our Cad; but let the 
defire of our ſouls be to him, and to the remembrance of his 
name. | 
2. How awful a thing is it to fall into the hands of the 
living God! v. 14. God will deal with men as a judge. 
Ignorant and brutiſh people fear it not ; they think they 
can bear up under the weight of his anger, and there- 
fore make light of his judgments ; but they are dread- 
fully miſtaken. No heart can endure it. Who knows the 
power of his anger? Flee then from the wrath to come; flee 
to Chriſt, who delivers from it, that God may deal with 
you in mercy, and not in judgment. 

3. See what is our duty with regard to our nation. 
The + thirtieth verſe gives an inſtructive view of this. 
Sin makes gaps, at which judgments come in. There 
is a way of making them up; by repentance and re · 
formation of ourſelves ; admonitions to others, and fer- 
vent prayer. God expects that all ſerious perſons ſhould 
attempt this; he is pleaſed when they do ſo; their at- 
tempts ſhall not be in vain. And every one may thus be 
a friend and benefactor to his country. But when there 
are few ſuch, and thoſe few are deſpiſed by the multitude, 
it is a ſad ſymptom of approaching ruin. Let us exert all 
our influence to prevent this ; that we may have the honour 
to be called, repairers of breaches, and reſtorers of paths ta 


in. | 


W C HAP. XXIII. 
The idolatries of Samaria and Jeruſalem are repreſented in this 
chapter by the lewd practices of two common harlots; for 
which God denounces ſevere judgments againſt them.“ | 
Vol. VI. | H i THE 


Mr. OzTox' did not read this chapter in publick, and therefore 
paſſed it over without any notes or refleftions. Bp. Nzwcous ſays, 
The ſtyle of this chapter, like that of the fixteenth, is adapted to 
men among whom at that time no refinement ſubſiſted. Large allows 
ance muſt be made for language addreſſed to an antient Eaſtern 
people, in the worſt period of their hiſtory; all whoſe ideas were 

ual, and whoſe grand inducement to idolatry ſeems to have 
been the brutal impurities which jt encouraged, | 
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* word of the Loxp came again unto me, 
ſaying, Son of man, there were two women, 
= the daughters of one mother. And they committed 
whoredoms in Egypt; they committed whoredoms in 
| their youth: there were their breaſts preſſed, and there 
4 they: bruiſed the teats of their ity. And the 
De ee „ and Aholibah 
her ſiſter: and they mine, and they bare ſons and 
daughters. Thus [were] their names; Samaria [is] 
i And Aholah played 
the harlot when ſhe was mine; and ſhe doted on her 
6 lovers, on the Aſſyrians Cher} neighbours, [Which 
were] clothed with blue, captains and rulers, all of them 
.  defirable young men, horſemen riding upon horſes, 
7 Thus ſhe committed her whoredoms wich. thee, with 


n — And when her ſiſter Aholibah 
8 ———— | 
than ſhe, and in her whoredoms more than her ſiſter 
12 in [her] whoredoms. She doted upon the Aſſyrians 


13 young men. AERIE 
14 Char) they [took] both one way, And that] ſhe in- 
be ed her whoredams: for when ſhe ſaw men 
ed upon the wall, the images of the Chaldeans 

15 ed with vermilion, Girded with girdles x54 

Ly in dyed attire upon heir all of them 

princes to look to, after themanner of the Babyloni- 

* * 
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as ſhe ſaw them with her eyes, ſhe doted upon them, 
17 and ſent meſſengers unto them into Chaldea. And 


the Babylonians came to her into the bed of love, and 


they defiled her with their whoredom, and ſhe was 
- polluted with them, and her mind was alienated from 
18 them. So ſhe diſcovered her whoredoms, and diſ- 
covered her nakedneſs : then my mind was alienated 
from her, like as my mind was alienated from her ſiſter, 
19 Yet ſhe multiplied her whoredoms, in calling to re- 
membrance the days of - her youth, wherein ſhe had 
20 played the harlot in the land of Egypt. For the doted 
upon their paramours, whoſe fleſh [is as] the fleſh of 
21 aſſes, and whoſe iſſue [is like] the iſſue of horſes, Thus 
thou calledſt to remembrance the lewdneſs of thy youth, 
in bruiſing thy teats by the Egyptians for the paps of 


thy you 


22 Therefore, O Aholibah, thus faith the Lord Gop; 


Behold, I will raiſe up thy lovers againſt thee, from 
whom thy mind is alienated, and I will bring them 
23 againſt thee on every fide; The Babylonians, and all 
the Chaldeans, Pekod, and Shoa, and Koa, [and] all 
the Aſſyrians with them: all of them defirable yo 
men, captains and rulers, great” lords and 2. 


24 all of them riding upon horſes. And they ſhall come 
againſt thee with chariots, waggons, and wheels, and 


with an aſſembly of people, [which] ſhall ſet againſt 
thee buckler and ſhield and helmet round about : and 
I will ſet judgment before them, and they ſhall judge 


25 thee according to their Jadgments, And I will ſet my 


jealouſy againſt thee, and they ſhall deal furiouſly wi 
thee : they ſhall take away thy noſe, and think ears; 
and thy remnant thall fall by the ſword: they ſhall 
take thy ſons and = daughters ; and thy refidue ſhall 

26 be devoured by the fire. They ſhall alſo trip thee out 
27 of thy clothes, and take away thy fair jewels. Thus 
will I make thy lewdneſs to nals from thee, and thy 
whoredom ¶ brought] from the land of Egypt: ſo that 
thou ſhalt not li up thine eyes unto them, nor re- 

29 member Egypt any more. For thus faith the Lord 
Gop ; Behold, I will deliver thee into the hand [of 
them] whom thou hateſt, into' the hand [of them] 
H 2 from 


— © — 
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29 from whom thy mind is alienated : And they ſhall deal 

with thee hatefully, and ſhall take away all thy labour, 

"and ſhall leave thee naked and bare: and the nakedneſs 

of thy whoredoms ſhall be diſcovered, both thy lewdneſs 

30 and whoredoms. . I will do theſe [ things] unto thee, be- 

. cauſe thou haſt gone a whoring after the heathen, [and 

31. becauſe thou art polluted with their idols. Thou ha 

walked i in the way of thy ſiſter; therefore will I give | 

32 her cup into be hand. Thus faith the Lord Gop; 
Thou ſhalt drink of thy ſiſter's A ory: p and large: 

thou ſhalt be laughed — ſcorn and in deriſion; it 

33 containeth much. Thou ſhalt be filled with drunken- 

neſs and forrow, . with the cup. of aſtoniſhment and 

34. deſolation, with the cup of thy ſiſter Samaria. Thou 

_ ſhalt even drink it ws ſuck lie! out, and thou ſhalt 

break the ſherds thereof, and pluck off thine own 

breaſts ; for I have ſpoken [it,] faith the Lord Gop. 

35 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop; Becauſe thou 

haſt forgotten me, and caſt me behind thy back, 

> ns bear thou hoo thy lewdneſs and thy ow 

oms, 

36 The Lonp ſaid Ware unto me; Son of man, 

wilt thou judge Aholah and Aholibah ? yea, declare 

37 unto them their abominations z That they have com- 

., mitted adultery, and blood [is] in their hands, — 

with their ido 41 have they committed adultery, and 

have alſo cauſed their ſons, whom they bare unto me, 

to paſs for them through 2 fire,] to 7 [them.] 

38 Moreover this they have done unto me : they have de- 

filed my ſanctuary in the ſame day, and have profaned 

39 my abbath For when they had lain their children 

to their idols, then they came the ſame day into my 

fſanctuary to profane it; and, lo, thus have they done 

40 in the midſt of mine houſe. And furthermore, that ye 

ſent for men to come from far, unto whom a meſ- 

ſenger [was] ſent; and, lo, they came: for whom thou 

waſh thyſelf, paintedft thy eyes, and deckedſt 

41 thyſelf with 4 And ſateſt upon a ſtately bed, 

and a table prepared before it, whereupon thou haſt ſet 

42 mine — and mine oil, IP of * 
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© tude being at eaſe [was] with her: and with the men 
of the common fort [were] brought Sabeans from the 

wilderneſs, which put bracelets upon their hands, and 

43 beautiful crowns upon their heads. Then ſaid I unto 
her that was] old in adulteries, Will they now com- 

44 mit whoredoms with her, and ſhe [with them?] Yet 

they went in unto her, as they go in unto a woman 
that playeth the harlot : ſo went they in unto Aholah 
and unto Aholibah, the lewd women. 

45 And the righteous men, they ſhall judge them after 
the manner of adulterefles, and after the manner of 
women that ſhed blood; becaule they [are] adultereſſes, 

46 and blood [is] in their hands. For thus faith the Lord 
Gop ; I will bring up a company upon them, and will 

47 give them to be rempved and ſpoiled. And the compan 

all ſtone them with ſtones, and diſpatch them with 
their ſwords ; they ſhall flay their ſons and daughters, 

48 and burn up their houſes with fire. Thus will J cauſe 
lewdneſs to ceaſe out of the land, that all women may 

49 be taught not to do after your lewdneſs. And th 
ſhall recompenſe your 8 you, and ye ſhall 
bear the fins of your idols: ye ſhall know that I 
[am] the Lord Gop. 


= —_ 


CH A P. XXIV. 
The prophet now tells thoſe of the captivity the very day on which 
Nebuchadnezzar laid fiege to Feruſalem, (compare Jeremiah 
Iii. 4.) and deſcribes the fate of that city and its inhabitants by 
the fimilitude of a ſeething pot; ihe pot ſignifies Feruſalem, the 
fleſh and pieces, the inhabitants, and the coals and the water, 
tie calamities they were to endure. The prophet is alſo for- 
bidden to mourn for his wife; which intimates, that the ſuſfer- 
ings of the jews ſhould ſurpaſs all expreſſions of grief; and that 
private ſorrow ought to be abſorbed in the publick calamities. 
I GAIN in the ninth year, in the tenth month, in' 
| A the tenth day] of the month, the word of the 
2 Loxp came unto me, ſaying, Son of man, Write thee 
"049 the 
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name of the day, [even] of this fame day: the 
F 
day ; 4 remarkable circumſtance revealed to = gow 
8 209 Un of 4 be was to fore the de- 
ſtruftion of the e 6 Shen Fagan, ane he Fea 
3 yer pt an by erg N And utter a 

| unto the rebellious houſe, and * % yon. 4; 
Faith the Lord Gop ; Set on a pot, {et [it] on, and alſo 
pour water into it; 4 reference to Ferenuah's ſeeing à cal. 
dron, and the s ſaying, This city, the caldron, is as 

4 e as if ſurre with brazen walls: Gather the pieces 
into e 1 Al every . ece, the thigh, and 
[it] with the c — 4 — the chief 
_—— of the flock, and burn 
under it, [and] make it boil well, and 


is c torn to pieces, and even the 
faftened. W thus faith the Lord Gov; 

Woe to the bloody city, to the pot whoſe ſeum [is] 
therein, and whoſe ſcum. is not gone out of it! bring 

| "Fn hocy by pee; the principal men ſhall be brought 
out and ſlain; let no lot fall upon it; here ſhall be 


no lot caſ which to 55 and which to ſave, for all, 
7 one way or other, ſpall be deftroyed. For her blood, that 
is, "the blood ſhed by her, is in the midſt of her; ſhe 
ſet it upon the top of a rock; ſhe poured it not upon 
the ground, to cover it with duſt; fe committed her 

$ cruelties openly, ſhe took no pains to conceal them; That it 
might cauſe fury to come up to take vengeance : I have 
N. rr that it ſhould not 
be covered; her pumiſi ment ſhall be as notorious as her fins. 
9 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop; Woe to the 
bloody city ! 1 will even make IR: 
0 Heap on wood, kindle the fire, conſume the fleſh, and 
it well, and let the bones be burned; 1 will bring 

upon them utter deſtruttion : and it ſhall be as agreeable to 
Eran Pn as well 

11 meat is io the palate. n ſet it em 

coals thereof, that the braſs of it may he 4 * 

ay be burned, and [that] the filthineſs of it may be 

— in it, 2 the ſcum of it may be conſumed; 

which 
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which intimates, that the city irfolf ſhould be deftroyed; ure 
the ſcum or filth that cleaved to the pot would not be ſeparated. 

12 She hath wearied {herſelf ] with lies, with idolatry, and 
vain confidence in allies, and her ſcum, that is, her 

_ wickedneſs, went not forth out of her ; all the admonitions 
__ prophets were in vain: her ſcum. {ſhall be] in the 
3 her Tickedneſs ſhall be puniſhed in the fire that burns 

13 the city. In thy —— [is] lewdneſs; great corrup- 
tion and impudence : becauſe I have purged thee, that is, 
have attempted to purge thee, and thou waſt not purged, 

thou ſhall not be purged from thy filthineſs any more, 
till I have cauſed my to reſt upon thee ;. ill I have 

14 brought upon thee the deſtruction I intended. I the Lond 

have ſpoken [it:] it ſhall come to paſs, and I will do 
[it;] I will not go back, neither will I ſpare, neither 
will I repent; 2 to ney ways, and according 


to thy doings, thee, faith the Lord 
800 Twill be abſolutly dlc, and fulf my threaten- 
ings to the utmoſt. 


15 Allo the word of the Loxp came unto me, fyiog, 
16 Son of man, -behold, I take away from thee the defire 
of thine eyes, thy wife, the obje# of thy love. and affec- 
tion, with a ſtroke; yet neither ſhalt thou mourn nor 
17 weep, neither hall thy tears run down. Forbear to 
cry, make no mourning for the dead, bind the tire, ar 
turban, of thine head upon thee, and put on thy ſhoes 
upon thy feet, thou ſhalt not go bareheaded and barefoot, 
as 15 uſual in mourning, and cover not [thy ] lips, by put- 
ing a vail over the head, and eat not the bread of men, 


the proviſions which their relations uſed to fend in upon ſuck 

occaſions, as ſuppoſing the mourners not irclined to dreſs any 

for themſelves ; in a word, uſe none 1 
18 mourning. So ] ſpake unto the people in the morning: 

and at even my wife died; and I did in the morning as 

I was commanded ; I went abroad without mourning. 
19. And the people ſaid unto me, Wilt thou not tell us 

what theſe [things are] to us, that thou doeſt {ſo ?] 
They were ſurprized that Ezekiel, whoſe temper was /0 
3 was 208 12 5k bs Fe, 


8 
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_ | @nd imagined there was ſomething extraordinary in the caſe 
Perhaps they fancied it ſigniſied ſomething favourable to them 
' 20 Then I anſwered them, The word of the Lorxp came 
21 unto me, ſaying, Speak unto the houſe of Iſrael, Thus 
faith the Lord G00; Behold, I will profane my ſanc- 
tuary, the temple, which you are ſo fond of, ſhall be deliver- 
ed to the heathen, the excellency of your ftrength, the 
dieſire of your eyes, and that which your ſoul pitieth, 
br affefieth, and whereon you rely for ſecurity ; and your 
ſons and your daughters whom ye have left, and who | 
were as dear to you, as my wife was to me, ſhall fall by the 
22 ſword. And ye ſhall do as I have done: ye ſhall not 
23 cover year} Tipe, nor cat the bread of men. And your 
tires [ ] upon your heads, and your ſhoes upon 
your feet : ye ſhall not mourn nor weep : but ye ſhall 
pine away for your iniquities, and mourn one toward 
another; ye Hall have no heart to mourn for your neareſt 
relations; ye Mall be quite amazed and ſtupid ; ye ſhall look 
on one another with diſmal countenances, and yet have no 
24 true repentance. Thus Ezekiel is unto you a fign, 10 
ſhow you wwhat ſhall be your condition + according to all 
that he hath done ſhall ye do : and when this cometh, 
ye ſhall know that I ſam} the Lord Gop; that your idols 
are vain, and that my hand is in all theſe judgments. 
25 Alſo, thou ſon of man, [ſhall it] not [be] in the 
day when I take from them their ſtrength, the joy of 
their glory, the deſire of their eyes, and that whereupon 
* they ſet their minds, their ſons and their daughters; 
| when I take away their temple, their city, their relations, 
26 and comforts; [That] he that eſcapeth in that day ſhall 
come unto thee, to cauſe [thee] to hear [it] with 
27 [chine] ears? ſome one ſhall come and tell thee the news. Fn 
that day thy mouth be opened to him which is 
eſcaped, and thou ſhalt ſpeak, and be no more dumb : 
and thou ſhalt be a ſign unto them; and they ſhall 
know that I am] the Loa D: for @ year and a half no 
js 4. from God was ſent to them; for Ezekiel prophefied 
| cqncerning other nations; and there was an expreſſive 
| Gay ths his filence, if they had been wiſe enough to attend 
#8 td, | 
REFLECT- 
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REFLECTIONS. 
1. E may refle& upon the dreadful caſe of thoſe, 


on whom ordinances and providences have no 
good effect; to whom meſſengers, predictions, inſtructions, 
threatenings, and leſſer judgments have been ſent, but all 
in vain. God would have purged the Jews, but they would 
not be purged. They never conſidered his intentions, 


nor put away thoſe fins for which he contended with them, 


but were made worſe, rather than better, by them. This 
is the deſperate caſe of many finners till; and it is an 
awful conſideration that it ſhould be ſo. But God will be. 
true to his threatenings, v: 14. God grant that we may 
never know by our own experience what ſuch denuncia- 


tions mean, | 


2. The prophet's being commanded not to mourn for 
his wife, ſuggeſts ſome important inſtructions to us. We 
may have agreeable relations, eſpecially yoke-fellows, the 
defire of the eyes; moſt pleaſing objects, and — 
relatives. But are mortal; may be removed by 4 
ſtrote, ſuddenly and unexpectedly. Let us conſider them 
in this light. Thoſe who have wives, or other beloved 
friends, ſhould be as tho* they had none; ſhould not de- 
pend too much upon them for happineſs here, but by 
mutual piety and kindneſs, lay a foundation for eternal 
friendſhip. Let us remember it is the ſtroke of God that 
removes them. Behold, I take away. This is a teaſon for 
humble ſubmiſſion. We may weep, but it ſhould be under 
the reſtraints of reaſon and religion. Let us guard againſt 
exceſs of grief; and be careful to improve ſuch afflictive 
events; that we be not Jothful, but followers of them, who 
through faith and patience inherit the promiſes. . 

3- See how fooliſh it is to ſet our minds on earthly 
things; fine houſes, ſubſtance,” or even relations, v. 23. 
The heart follows the eye; we forget their fading nature; 
our affection for them leſſens our concern about unſeeu 
things. But they are all fading ; and if we ſet our minds 
upon them, it may provoke God to take them away, Let 

| us 
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us then be concerned to walk by faith; to ſet our minds on 
I 
CW SOA FLIRTY 


.CH AP. XXV. 


This chapter contains threatenings of the heavy judgments of 
God againſt the Ammonites, Moabites, Edomites, and Philiſ- 
tines, on account of their hatred to his people, and 
** them in the time of their diſtreſs. 


HE word of the Lonp came again 
— fſaying, Son of man, ſet thy face 
3 Ammonites, and propheſy againſt them; A 
to the Ammonites, Hear the word of the Lord Gop 
e 
my ſanctuary, when it was profaned; and a- 
the land of Iſrael, when it was deſolate; and 
againſt the houſe of Judah, when they went into cap- 
, e 3 becauſe thes df thi 2 
4 rival, and hatred to their religion 
we ele 
 fion, that is, io the Chaldeans, who lay north eaſt, (and 
| \- who came and defrged tis country about Sove Year after 
this propheſy ; upon which the Aarabians came and took 
Poſſeſſion of it,) and they ſhall ſet their palaces in thee, 
and make their dwellings in thee ; that is, the Arabian: 
| . e 
conguered country eat thy fruit, 
5 ſhall drink thy e cn mood 
taal city, a ſtable for camels, and the country 
monites a place for flocks : and ye | 
know that I [am] the Lorp, the God of Iſrael, and the 
6 Lord of the whole earth, For thus faith the Lord Gop; 
Becauſe thou haſt clapped [thine] hands, and 8 
vuith the feet, and rejoiced in heart, with all thy 
ac che land . Ils that 1s, haſt ſhowed pro- 
gious ſpite and malice ;, which was the more ſhameful, as 
* knew that Nebuchadnezzar intended to come againf 
inem, 
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on S 
againſt them or Jeruſalem fy jt : Behold, there- 
7 pn I "will will iretch out mine hand upon thee, and will 
deliver thee for a ſpoil to the — — and 1 will cut 
thee off from the people, and J will cauſe thee to 
periſh out of the countries: 1 will deſtroy thee ; and 
thou ſhall know that I ſam] the Lozo. 
$ Thus faith the Lord God; Becauſe that Moab and 
Seir, the poſterity of Lot and Eſau, do ſay, Behold, the 
—— of Judah [is] like unto all the heathen in apo/- 
and calamity, and is not diſtinguiſhed by the vifible pro- 
9 24. of God; Therefore, behold, I will open the fide 
of Moab from the cities, from his cities [which are] 
on his frontiers, the glory of the country, Beth jeſhi- 
moth, Baal-meon, and Kiriathaim z the enemy hal enter 
in at the frontiers, deſtroy the principal cities and the whole 
10 country, and thus I will give the Moabites alſo Unto the 
men of the eaſt with the Ammonites, and will give 
them in poſſeſſion, that the Ammonites may not be 
11 remembered among the nations. And I will execute 
judgments upon Moab; and they ſhall know that I 
fam) the Loup. 
12 Thus faith the Lord Gov ; Becauſe that Edom, the 
rn udah 
by taking vengeance, and hath great! and 
reyenged himſelf upon them; not 6 in encour 
the Chaldeans, us, Jayings raze it, raze it, but they themſelves 
13 making inroads it ; Therefore thus faith the Lord 
Gop; I will > ſtretch out mine hand n Edom, by 
e and I will make = 
it deſolate from Teman, on the ſouth; and they _ | 
Dedan, an the norih,"ſhall fall by the ſword ; all the in- 1 
14 7 4 
my vengeance n Edom the of my iy 
ae and they fhal do in m accordin _ | 
anger and according to my fury ; and they ſhall know | | 
my vengeance, a the Lord Gop; referring to. the x 
cangueſt of the bf the Edemites by the Maccabees, and eſpecially 10 
Hircames, an high prieſt of that family, about four hindred _ 
and fifty years after this, | 
15 Thus | 
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ple, it is God who directs an 
ſideration ſhould induce us not to make any earthly thing 
our glory; but truſt in the divine protection and promiles 
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1 5 Thus ſaith the Lord Gop; Becauſe the Philiſtines 


have dealt by revenge, and have taken vengeance with 


a deſpiteful heart, to deſtroy [it,] that is, the land of 
Judea, for the old hatred, on account of the old enmity 
16 between them and Iſrael; Therefore thus faith the Lord 
Gop; Behold, I will ſtretch out mine hand upon the 
Philiſtines, and J will cut off the Cherethims, and 
17 deſtroy the remnant of the ſea coaſts. And I will 
© execute great vengeance upon them with furious re- 
bukes ; and they know that I ſam] the Lon, 
when I ſhall lay my vengeance upon them; this was 
fulfilled when Nebuchadnezzar deſtroyed the Philiſflines a 
. few years after.“ 


REFLECTIONS. 


i OW weak is all the glory of man, when God 
AY ſets himſelf againſt it! The ſtrongeſt and moſt 


populous cities, the glory of a country, are eaſily taken 
- and Ceftroyed, when God opens the fides of them, and 


es their enemies liberty to enter. Whoever are the in- 


e Po nn pps foo 


for they, and they alone, are ſure. 
2. The principal inſtruction to be drawn from the whole 


chapter is, that God is y diſpleaſed with thoſe who 


joice in the afflictions of others; not merely with thoſe 


who revenge themſelves, but thoſe alſo who take pleaſure 


in the ſufferings of others. His controverſy with all theſe 


countries was becauſe they helped forward and triumphed 


in the deſolations of Iſrael, When perſons bear a grudge 
againſt their neighbours, hate their rivals in trade, endea- 
vour to do them an injury, and rejoice when they meet 
„There might probably be ſome method of ſending theſe pro- 
ies by letter to the princes and leading men of thoſe na- 
tions, to reprove their vices, and to give them warning of the 
judgments coming upon them; at | they confirmed the pro- 
_ miſſion, and anſwered very important purpoſes to the Iſ- 
raelites. | 
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with loſſes and diſappointments, and fay, Al, ſo would we | 


have it ; it ſhows a moſt ſpiteful, malignant, and diabolical 
ſpirit ; eſpecially when they impute their calamities to 
An judgments. Perſons of this helliſh diſpoſition for- 
t that the cup of affliction goes its round, and may ſoon 
be put into their hands. The ſtroke of divine vengeance 
will come with double force on thoſe who have avenged 
themſelves ; and ke that is glad at calamities ſhall not go 
npuniſhed, 


CHAP. XXVI. 

The prophecy. beginning here, and ending at the 20th verſe of 
chap. xxviii. foretells the deſtruion of Tyre, which was 
taken nineteen years after by Nebuchadnezzar, after a fiege 
of thirizen y . | * 8 

1 ND it came to paſs in the eleventh year, in the 
firſt [day] of the month, ¶ that] the word of 


2 the Lon came unto me, ſaying, Son of man, becauſe 
that Tyrus hath ſaid againſt Jeruſalem, Aha, ſhe is 


broken that was] the gates of the people: ſhe is 


turned unto me: I ſhall be repleniſhed, [now] ſhe is 
3 laid waſte: * Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop ; Be- 
hold, I ſam] againſt thee, O Tyrus, and will cauſe 
many nations to come up againſt thee, as the ſea 
cauſeth his waves to come up; as the ſea rolls its waves 


againſt thee, ſo ſhall the army of Nebuchadnezzar come with 


4 irrefiftible force. And they ſhall deſtroy the walls of 

Tyrus, and break down her towers: I will alſo ſc 
her duſt from her, and make her like the top — 
5 rock.“ It ſhall be [a place for] the ſpreading of nets 
| in 


Tyre was in alliance with Jeruſalem, yet, from a ſelfh-prin- 
ciple, rejoiced in its deſtruction, concluding that there would be 


greater reſort to, and a greater trade with herſelf; Jeruſalem is 


called the gates of the people, becauſe it was a populous place, 


and there was a great reſort of proſelytes and ſtrangers there, 


eſpecially at the feaſts, 
5 This denotes the | $66 rage with which the city ſhould be 
attacked ; that her buildings ſhould be entirely deſtroyed, and — 
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in the midſt of the ſea: for I have ſpoken ſit,] faith 
_ the Lord Gop: and it ſhall become a ſpail to the 
'6 nations. And her daughters which [are] in the field, 
the towns and cities, and the coaſts that belong to her, ſhall 
be ſlain by the ſword ; and they ſhall know that I fam] 
the Loo. 1 a: 
7 For thus faith the Lord Gop; Behold, J will bring 
2 1 Tyrus Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, a king 
kings, from the north, with horſes and with chariots, 
and with horſemen, and companies, and much people. 
8 He ſhall flay with the ſword thy daughters in the 
field : and he ſhall make a fort againſt thee, and caſt a 
mount againſt thee, and lift up the buckler againſt 
9 thee. And he ſhall ſet engines of war againſt thy walls, 
10 and with his axes he ſhall break down thy towers. By 
_ reaſon of the abundance of his horſes their duſt ſhall 
cover thee : thy walls ſhall ſhake at the noiſe of the 
horſemen, and of the wheels, and of the chariots, 
| when he ſhall enter into thy as men enter into a 
city wherein is made a z all of which repreſents 
tie tumult and deſolation occaſioned by a conquering army. 
11 With the hoofs of his horſes ſhall he tread down all thy 
ſtreets: he ſhall ſlay thy people by the ſword, and thy 
12 ſtrong garriſons ſhall go down to the ground. And they 
- ſhall make a ſpoil of thy riches, make a prey of 
thy merchandiſe : and they ſhall break down thy walls, 
and deſtroy thy pleaſant houſes : and they ſhall lay thy 
- » ſtones and thy timber and thy duſt in the midſt of the 
13 water. And I will cauſe noiſe- of thy ſongs to 
ceaſe; and the ſound of thy harps ſhall be no more 
14 heard. And I will make thee like the top of a rock 
thou ſhalt be [a place] to ſpread nets upon: thou ſhalt 
be built no more: for I the Loxb have ſpoken [it, 
.. faith the Lord Go. POS 
left bare as a rock; which was literally accompliſhed, when the 
rubbiſh was afterwards carried away by Alexander, to make 2 
_ cauſeway to attack new Tyre, which ſtood on an ifland, 
"Tyre was a city abounding in riches and luxuries, which the 
enemy ſhould. throw into the fea; or rather, it is a prophecy of 
the uſe which Alexander ſhould make of them. 


1 Tyre was famous after this time, but it was new Tyre, not 


that againſt which judgment is here denounced, Mauxva tells 
us, 


EZEKIEL. XXVI. 111 

15 Thus ſaith the Lord Gop to Tyrus; Shall not the 
iſles, the neighbouring iſies, or a maritime country called 

-  fles,; ſhake at the ſound of thy fall, as neighbouring 
ground ſhakes when ſome large building falls, when the 
wounded cry, when the ſlanghter is made in the midſt 

16 of thee? Then all the princes of the ſea ſhall come 
down from their thrones, either the princes of the neigh- 
bouring country, or merchants and captains that live like 
princes, and lay away their robes, and put off their 
broidered garments : they ſhall clothe themſelves with 


trembling; they ſhall fit upon the ground, and ſhall 


tremble at [every] moment, and be aſtoniſhed at thee. 
17 And they ſhall take up a lamentation for thee, and 
ſay to thee, How art thou deſtroyed, [that waſt] 
inhabited of ſeafaring men, the renowned city which 
waſt ſtrong in the fea, by thy ſituation, trade, and naval 
force, ſhe and her inhabitants, which cauſe their terror 
{to be] on all that haunt it ! on all who frequent the ſea, 
having loſt their trade with them, and being apprehenſive of 


18 danger to themſehves. Now ſhall the iſles tremble in the 


day of thy fall ; yea, the iſles that [are] in the ſea 
19 ſhall be troubled at thy d For thus faith the 
Lord Goo; When I ſhall make thee a deſolate city, 
like the cities that are not inhabited ; when I ſhall bring 
up the deep upon thee, and great waters ſhall cover 
20 thee; (its deſtruion is compared to a ſhipwreck ;) When 
I ſhall bring thee down with them. that deſcend into the 
pit, with the r of old time, who are dead and 
forgotten; or, hike the old world, which was deſtroyed by 
; water; 
us, that there are ſcarce any remains of old Tyre; there are no 
entire houſes, only a few pillars, and ſome old vaults which are 
inhabited by. fiſhermen, who ſpread their nets upon the rocks. It 
was ſtrange that Nebuchadnezzar ſhould deſtroy ſo beautiful, ſo 
well fituated, and flouriſhiog a city, which might have been very 
advantageous. to him: but the ſiege of the place had been 
troubleſome ; he- was thirteen years about it, had waſted vaſt trea- 
ſures, and loſt great numbers of his men; and when he entered 
the city, the inhabitants had gone off by ſea, with all their ya» 
luable effects; at which he was ſo much enraged, that he utterly 
deſtroyed it, and fo fulfilled the word of the Lord, 
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water; or, like Sodom, which was ſunk in the dead ſea; 
and ſhall ſet thee in the low parts of the earth, in 
places deſolate of old, with them that go down to the 
it, that thou be not inhabited; and I ſhall ſet glory 
in the land of the living; that is, reſtore Iſrael, and 
_ appoint glory to that land, tho it be leſs taken notice of, 
and its deftrufiion leſs regarded than theirs; but I will 
make thee a terror, or errors, and thou [ſhalt be] 
no [more 4 though thou be ſought far, yet ſhalt 
thou never be found again in /o flouriſhing @ condition as 

- Formerly, ſaith the Lord Goo. 2 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. 1 ET me * the admonition given in the laſt 

chapter, t to be pleaſed with the ruin or 
decay of others, becauſe we are likely to gain by it, is a 
very wicked temper. Tyre had no * Jeruſalem, 


as other nations had, on account of their religion; but 
conſidered them as rivals in trade; and rejoiced in Jeruſa- 
lem's deſtruction as their gain. It is to be feared that 
many, and ſome who profeſs religion too, are of this diſ- 


poſition. They ſay, I ſhall be repleniſhed now he is dead, 
or laid waſte, This ſhows a very criminal love of the 
world; a want of love to our neighbour; and a mean, 
ſelfiſh, wretched ſpirit ; and juſtly may God blaſt thoſe 
who hope to flouriſh by the ſufferings of others. 

2. This chapter gives an awful warning to Great Britain. 
Like the Tyrians, we are ſtrong in the ſea, in ſituation, 
extenſive trade, and naval force. But the ſtrongeſt ſitua- 
tion, the greateſt traffic, or naval power, cannot ſecure a 
country, when God gives an enemy a commiſſion againſt 
it. Thus can he bring us down, and make other nations, 
our allies and correſpondents, tremble at the fall. Let us 
then not be high minded, but fear: do our part to enſure the 
favour of heaven, by advancing that righteouſneſs which 
will be our greateſt excellency, and our fareſt defence. 

3. When God brings deſtruction on thoſe who hate his 
people, he has glory in reſerve for them. They may ſuf- 
fer and be afflicted, like others; may be hated 2 

| ut 
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hut God intends glory to them; glory in heaven, which is 
properly the land of the living; for there ſhall be no more 
death. It will add unſpeakable terror to the miſerable 
creatures who are gone down to the pit of deſtruction, to 
ſce the glory which thoſe poſſeſs, whom they injured, re- 

roached, and contemned. Let God's people rejoice in 

pe of this glory; and let all chooſe rather to ſuffer afflic- 

tion with the people of God, than enjoy the pleaſures of in, 
which are but for a ſeaſon. | 


= 4 ——_— * 
HA 
This chapter continues the prophecy of the ruin of Tyre : as it 
was common for mourners at funerals firſt to proclaim the ex- — 
cellencies, and then to lament the loſs of the deceaſed, ſo the 
prophet here, firſt celebrates the beauty, wealth and glory of 
Tyre ;/ and then declares its irrecoverable fall, He could be 
ſuppoſed to know but little of the trade of Tyre himſelf; yet 
he minutely deſcribes it; which, among others, is a plain 
proof of hs inſpiration, 
1 HE word of the Loxp came again unto me, 
2 faymg, Now, thou ſon of man, take up a 
3 0 5 Tyrus; And ſay unto Tyrus, O thou 
that art ſituate at the entry of the ſea, at the eaſt end 
of the - Mediterranean, called the Levant, [which art] a 
merchant of the people for many iſles, hat is, countries 
on the ſea ſhore, Thus ſaith the Lord GOD; O Tyrus, 
thou haſt ſaid, I [am] of perfect beauty; wanting no- 
thing to make the nations ambitious of my friendſhip, and 
4 to eftabliſh a free trade with me. Thy borders are] in 
the midft of the ſeas, thy builders, eſpecially the bnilders 


5 of ſhips, have perfected thy beauty. They have made all 


_ thy [ſhip] boards, the decks, cabins, and ſtate rooms, of 
fir trees of Senir : they have taken cedars from Le- 
b banon, to make maſts for thee. [Of] the oaks of 
Baſhan have they made thine oars ; the company of 
the Aſhurites have made thy benches [of] tvory, 
l brought] out of the ifles of Chittim; or, of box tree 
Vorl. VI. I ; have 
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- © have they made thy benchies, inlaid with ivory, bronght 
7 from. ſome parts about the Mediterranean ſea. Fine linen 
with broidered work from Egypt was that which thou 
ſpreadeſt forth to be thy fail, or rather, for thy flags; 
b'ue and purple from the iſles of Eliſhah, from the 
Peliponneſus, was that which covered thee; or, the 
8 auning ſpread over part of thy ſbips. The inhabitants of 
Zidon and Arvad were thy mariners : thy wiſe [men,] 
9 O Tyrus, [that] were in thee, were thy pilots. The 
antients of Gebal and the wiſe [men] thereof were in 
thee thy calkers, to ſtep leaks and repair what was amiſs , 
all the ſhips of the ſea with their mariners were in thee 
10 to occupy thy. merchandiſe. . They of Perſia and of 
Lud and of Phut were in thine army, thy men of war: 
they hanged the ſhield and helmet in thee ; they et 
11 forth thy comelineſs, % pomp and ſplendour. The men 
of Arvad with thine army [were] upon thy walls round 
about, and the — either a people of Suro 

b, in general, were in thy towers; they ha 
their ields * thy walls xr about; they have 
12 made thy beauty perfect. Tarſhiſh, or Spain, which 
woa antiently remarkable for filver mines, [was] thy mer- 
- chant by reaſon of the multitude of all {kind of 
riches; with filver, iron, tin, and lead, they traded in 
13 thy fairs. Javan, or Greece, and Tubal, Meſhech, 
the ſons of Fapheth, (Gen. x. 2) who dwelt about mount 
Caucaſus, they [were] thy merchants: they traded the 
., . perſons of men, traded in flaves, (which is branded by 
St. Paul as highly criminal, 1 Tim. i. 10) and veſſels 
14 of braſs in thy market. They of the houſe of Togar- 
mah traded in thy fairs with horſes and horſemen and 
15 mules. The men of Dedan [were] thy merchants; 
many iſles [were] the merchandiſe of thine hand: they 
- - brought thee [for] a preſent horns of ivory and ebony, 
16 Syria [was] thy merchant by reaſon of the . multitude 
of the wares of thy making; the Tyrians did not negle? 
their own manufatiures for foreign trade, they were re- 
markable for fine purple; they occupied in thy fairs with 
..,- emeralds, purple, and broidered work, and fine linen, 
17 and coral, and agate.. Judah and the land of 2 


= 


they [were] thy merchants : they traded in thy market 
wheat of Minnith and Pannag; Minmith lay in a valley 
in Canaan, that produced exce wheat ; tho" it was a 


85 5 ſmall tract of country, and had a multitude of inhabitants, 

the and the land lay untilled every ſeventh year, yet fuck an ex- 
3 traordinary bleſſing attended it, that it could export wheat, 
IF 


18 and honey, and oil, and balm. Damaſcus [was] thy mer- 


chant in the multitude of the wares of thy making, 
for the multitude of all riches; in the wine of Helbon, 


e in 19 or Aleppo, and white wool. Dan alſo and Javan going 
puſs ; to and fro, occupied in thy fairs: bright iron, caſſia, 
thee 20 and calamus, were in thy market. Dedan [was] thy 
| of 21 merchant in precious clothes for chariots. Arabia, 


and all the princes of Kedar, they occupied with thee 
in lambs, and rams, and goats: in theſe [were they] 

22 thy merchants. The merchants of Sheba and Raamah, 
oy [were] thy merchants : they occupied in thy fairs 
W 


cia, ith chief of all ſpices, and with all precious ſtones, and 
aged 23 gold. Haran, and Canneh, and Eden, the merchants 
have of Sheba, Asſhur, [and] Chilmad, [were] thy mer- 
which chants ; it is difficult to point out all theſe places now, nor 
mer- 24 1s it material. Theſe | were] thy merchants in all forts 

of! . [of things, ] in blue clothes, and broidered work, and 


in cheſts of rich apparel, bound with cords, and made 
25 of cedar, among thy merchandiſe. The ſhips of Tar- 
ſhiſh did ſing of thee in thy market; the mariners and 


d the paſſengers that came to thee highly commended thee : and 
led by thou waſt repleniſhed, and made very glorious in the 
efſels midſt of the ſeas.* 
ogar- 26 Thy rowers, thy rulers and governors, have brought 
n and thee into great waters: the eaſt wind hath broken thee 
ants; in the midſt of the ſeas; Nebuchadnezzar with his army 
they of many nations from the eaſt ſhall devour and deſtroy thee. 
bony. 27 Thy riches, and thy fairs, thy merchandiſe, thy ma- 
titude riners, and thy pilots, thy calkers, and the occupiers 
neglet | I 2 of 
re re 


* What follows, is a prophecy of her fall in a beautiful alle- 


s with gory. The pilots, that 1s, their chief counſellors and governors, 
linen, who were to guide the ſhip of ſtate, wrecked it, by breaking 
Iſrael, with the kiag of Babylon. Dreadful images of their deſtruction, 
peculiarly ſuited to a trading city, are uſed: all its wealth was 

they to de ſwallowed up, and all concerned in it were undone, 
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thy merchandiſe, and all thy men of war that are] 

ther, and in all thy company which [1s] in the midſt 

(ſhall fall into the midſt of the ſeas in the day 

ruin. The fuburbs ſhall ſhake at the found of 

y- of thy pilots. Aud all that handle the oar, 

matiners, {and} all the pilots of the ſea, ſhall come 

from their ſhips, prog (hall ſtand upon the land; 

30. ſhall cauſe their voice to be heard againſt thee, or 

»rether, over thet, and; ſhall cry bitterly, and "ſhall caſt 

up duſt upon their heads, they ſhall wallow themſelves 

37 in the aſhes, And they ſhall make themſelves utterly 

bald for thee, /aa/l not only tear their hair, as mourners 

+: commonly do, but pluck-it entirely off, and gird them with 

- fackcloth, and they ſhall weep for or thee with bitterneſs 

37 of heart [and} bitter wailing. And in their wailing 

W ſhall take up a lamentation for thee, and lament 

over thee, ( ſaying,] What [city is] like Tyrus, like 

| rr in the midſt of the ſea? „N 
ſtrong and flouriſhing a city, ſo ſoon and totally defrayed? 

33 When thy wares went forth out of the ſeas, hy own 

- manufatiures, and what thou broughteſ 5 other nations 

to trade "with, thou filledit many people; thou didſt 

enrich the of the earth with the —— of thy 

34 riches, and of thy merchandiſe. In the time [when 

thou ſhalt be broken by the ſeas in the depths of the 

Vaters, thy merchandiſe and all thy company in the 

35 midſt of thee ſhall fall. All the 1 of the iſles 

ſhalt be aſtoniſhed at thee, and their kings ſhall be ſore 

afraid, they ſhall be troubled in [their] countenance, 

36 The merchants among the people, that is, rival mer- 

chants ſhall hiſs at thee; thou ſhalt be a terror, and 

never [ſhalt be] any more. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


OD's miniſters ofien ſee reaſon to 1 over 

thoſe, who in their own judgments and the 
of their carnal neighbours, are the „7 peo- 
e in the world, v. 2. When Tyre was in all its glory, 
de read W of i its * ery, ſobriety, and W 
ut 


8 
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but much of its trade and wealth, pomp and magnificence. 


Yet it was in a deplorable ſtate, and its ruin haſtening on. 
Thoſe who live in plenty and huxury, others admire and 


praiſe ; but thoſe who know and conſider the end of the 


wicked, look upon them with pity, as haſtening to à dread- 
ful doom. | | 29995. 5119 3 

2, We may reflect on the wiſdom and goodneſs of Got 
in the various &s of the earth. See the riches of 
divine bounty, in furniſhing different countries with dif. 
ferent commodities, ſerviceable to the ſupport, comfort, or 
ornament of life. All are the gifts of God, tho”. pride 
and luxury may abuſe them. We have particular reaſon 
to rejoice in his goodneſs to our happy land: that it has 
all the neceſſaries of life in itſelf ; produces the moſt valua- 
ble commodities ; and ſuch an abundance of them as to ſup- 
ply other nations. 1 

3. Reflect on the advantages of trade and commerce. 
The wiſdom of providence Poul be obſerved in giving 
men their different inclinations to purſue their ſeveral oc- 
cupations in life: particularly in teaching ſome the art of 
ſai ing, and giving them courage and reſolution to practiſe 
it; that thus the products of one country may be tranſ- 
ported to another ; ſocial intercourſe extended, and a way 
opened for the ſpread of the goſpel; which is a bleſſing 
infinitely valuable. When we feed on or wear foreign 
commodities, and ſee the value of money in exchange, let us 
bleſs God for trade and commerce, and honour thoſe who 
are employed in it; and abhor the ſenſeleſs pride of thoſe 
who deſpiſe the merchant and trader. 

4. What little dependence 1s to be” placed npon the 
wealth and elegancies of life! What a mournful change do 
we here ſee in the ſtate of Tyre! So uncertain are all the 
fine things in which men boaſt and delight. Wealthy 
merchants and wealthy cities come to ruin,  and-mult:tudes 
are involved in their fall: and ſuch calamities will be 
doubly bitter to thoſe who have lived in luxury and ſplen- 
dour. When we read this inventory of Tyre's wealth, 
it ſhould make us thankful that we can do without moſt of 
it: and ſhould not be high minded, .tho* we have ever ſo 
much of it, for it is all fading. | | 
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5. How fad is it with a nation when its governors ruin 
itz when its pilots and thoſe at the helm run it aground. 
No trade and commerce, no fleets or fortreſs, will ſecure 
it, if there be not integrity, wiſdom, and harmony in its 
leaders. We have therefore need to pray that God would 
give our commanders theſe qualifications, and be the de- 
— of our land; and in order to this, that we may remem- 
' , ber him that made us, and not lightly eſteem the rock of our 

ſalvation. y 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


| This chapter contains a ainſt the prince of Tyre, 
: * Ethbaal, and "op FLA annals, Ithobalus ; he 
ſeems to have been @ vain man, who affecled divine honours : 
the prophet preditis his doom, and then takes up a lamenta- 
tion over him; concluding with announcing the 2 of Sidon 
the mother of Tyre, and with promiſes of deliverance 10 
Iſrael. | 


x4 HE word of the Lorp came again unto me, 

2 ſaying, Son of man, ſay unto the prince of 

Tyrus, Thus faith the Lord Gop; Becauſe thine heart 

[is] lifted up, and thou haſt ſaid, II am] a god, I fit [in] 

the ſeat of God, in the midſt of the ſeas ; my perfeftions 

and power are abſolute, my throne is ſafe and unmoveable; 

yet thou [art] a man, and not God, though thou ſet 
thine heart as the heart of God, thou art an une 

3 match for the king of Babylon : Behold, thou [art] wiſer 

than Daniel; there is no ſecret that they can hide from 

thee; no doubt but thou thinkeſt thyſelf wiſer than Daniel; 

tou art able, in thy own conceit, to find out the moſt hid- 

4 der. and myſterious things: With thy wiſdom and with 

tthine underſtanding, ith thy ſkill in trade and naviga- 

nion thou haſt gotten thee riches, and haſt gotten gold 

8 andfilver into thy treaſures: By thy great wiſdom [and] 

| i BY 


1 Daniel was at this time alive, and but a young man; yet he 
was ſo renowned for his extenſive knowledge and fill in the arts ot 


government, that to be wiſe as Daniel, was become a proverb. 
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by thy traffick haſt thou increaſed thy riches, and thine. 
6 heart is lifted up becauſe of thy riches : Therefore 
thus ſaith the Lord Gop ; Becauſe thou haſt ſet thine 
7 heart as the heart of God; Behold, therefore I will 
bring ſtrangers upon thee, the terrible of the nations; 
that is, Nebuchadnezzar and jus army, called ſtrangers, 
becauſe they had no traffick with them, (the Chaldeans are 
not mentioned in the former chapter) they were terrible by 
their conqueſt of the neighbouring nations : and they ſhall 
draw their ſwords againſt the beauty of thy wiſdom, 
and they ſhall defile thy brightneſs ; he things wherein 
8 thou haſt gloried, thy navy, armies, and treaſures. They 
ſhall bring thee down to the pit, and thou ſhall die the 
deaths of [them that are] flain in the midſt of the 
ſeas; thou ſhalt be buried in obſcurity, without any funeral 
9 pomp. Wilt thou yet ſay before him that flayeth thee, 
I ſam] God? but thou (ſhalt be] a man, and no god, 
in the hand of him that ſlayeth thee ; % mortality ſhall 
10 convince thee, if nothing elſe will. Thou ſhalt die the 
deaths of the uncircumciſed by the hand of ſtrangers; 
the deaths of wicked and profane men, ſuch as God inflitts 
upon his enemies: for I have ſpoken ſ it,] ſaith the Lord 
God. 
11 Moreover the word of the Loxo came unto. me, 
12 ſaying, Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the 
king of Tyrus, and fay unto him; Thus faith the 
Lord Gop ; Thou ſealeſt up the ſum, full of wiſdom, 
and perfect in beauty; hou thinkeſt thyſelf ſo wiſe; beau- 
tiful, and magnificent, that nothing can be added to it; 
13 like full veſſel, which are covered and ſealed up. Thou 
haſt deen in Eden the garden of God; thou haſt. given 
thyſelf as great airs, as if thou waſt perfect, lite Adam in 
paradiſe, and lard of the whole earth, like him; every 
precious tone [was] thy covering, the ſardius, a on 
and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jaſper, 
the ſapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and 
gold; thy raiment and chambers were covered with jewels 
and gold: the workmanſhip of thy tabrets and of thy 
pipes was prepared in thee, thy muſical iuſtruments were 
fine and curious, in the oy that thou waſt created; in 
4 the 
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14 the day of thy acteſſion or coronation, Thou ſart] the 
anointed cherub that covereth, art kke an incarnate 
angel, to protef# thy people; an alluſion to the cherubim 
that covered the mercy ſeat in the temple ;, and I have ſet 

 » thee [ſo:] thou waſt upon the holy mountain of God; 
thou haſt walked up and down in the midſt of the 

15 ſtones of fire, Thou [waſt}-perfeQ-in thy ways from 

the day that thou waſt created, till iniquity was found 
in thee; thou waſt at firſt @ prince of juſtice and equity, 
but afterwards corrupt; or it may refer to his predeceſſors, 

16 who had been better men, as Hiram, c. By the mul- 

.  titude of thy merchandiſe they have filled the midſt of 

- thee with violence, and thou haſt ſinned: therefore I will 
caſt thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and 
I will deftroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midſt 

17 of the ſtones of fire. Thine heart was lifted up becauſe 
of thy beauty, thou haſt corrupted thy wiſdom by reaſon 
of thy brightneſs ;. thine eyes are dazzled with thy luſtre; 
thou loft thy wiſdom by doating on thy riches : 1 will 
caſt the to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, 
that they may behold thee ;- chow ſhalt be a ſpedtacle of 

. miſery to other princes, and à warning to them not to be 

18 proud and oppreſive. Thou haſt defiled thy ſanctuaries, 

oer palaces, (as the word might be rendered) or, the judz- 

ment ſeat, that ſhould have been a refuge to the oppreſſed, 
by the multitude of thine miquities, by the iniquity of 
thy traffick ; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the 
midſt of thee, it ſhall devour thee, and I will bring 
- thee to aſhes upon the earth in the fight of all them 
19 that behold thee.” All they that know thee, among 
the people ſhall be aſtoniſhed at thee : thou ſhalt be a 
terror, and never | ſhalt} thou { be] any more. 
20 Again the word of the Loxp came unto me, ſay- 
21 ing, Son of man, ſet thy face againſt Zidon, and pro- 
22 pheſy againſt it, And fay, Thus faith the Lord Gov; 
4 FOR * BH Behold, 
= Fire may here ſignify deſtrucion in general, or it may refer 
to the burning of new lyre by Alexander. 


* Zidon was a neighbour to Tyre and dependent upon it It 
was much given to idolatry, and had ſeduced and corrupted Iſrael, 
and rejoiced in their fall, # | 


Israel, 


4 
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Behold, I [am] againſt thee, O Zidon; and I will be 
. glorified in the midſt of thee, due juſtice of my judg- 
ments, and the diſplay of my power in fulfilling my threaten- 
ings : and they ſhall know that I [am] the Lozp, when 
' I ſhall have executed judgments in her, and ſhall be 
23 ſanctified in her. For I will ſend into her peſtilence, 
and blood into her ſtreets; and the wounded ſhall be 
judged, or puniſbed in the midſt of her by the ſword 
upon her on every ſide; and they ſhall know that I 
Tam] the Lon po. * 55 
24 And there ſhall be no more a pricking brier unto the 
houſe of Iirael, nor [any] grieving thorn of all [that are] 
round about them, that deſpiſed them; and they ſhall 
know that I [am] the Lord Gop ; after their return from 
Babylon, but eſpecially after their deliverance in the latter 
days, none of their enemies ſhall be able to vex and moleſt 


25 them, as formerly. Thus faith the Lord Govz. When 


I ſhall have gathered the houſe of Iſrael from the peo- 

ple among whom they are ſcattered, and ſhall be ſancti- 
fied in them in the fight of the heathen, by their refor- 
mation, obedience, and their return to my worſhip, then 
ſhall they dwell in their land that I have given to my 

26 ſervant Jacob. And they ſhall dwell ſafely therein, and 
hall build houſes, and plant vineyards; I will not make 
utter ruin of them, but reſerve a remnant, who ſhall return 

and dwell in their own land; yea, they ſhall dwell with 


confidence, when I have executed judgments upon all 
.. thoſe that deſpiſe them round about them; and they 


ſhall know that I [am] the Loxd their God ; this re- 
fers to the caſe of the Iſraelites in the latter day, when they 


Hall be converted and reſtared; and has not yet been ac- 


compliſbed. : 
— REFLECTIONS. 


1. * T us obſerve and lament the pride and inſolence 

that there may be in the human heart. Too 
many princes, and inferior perſons, like theſe, not only 
think, but ſay, they are gods; ſuperior to all others, in- 


dependent and abſolute, ſafe as the throne of Cod; and look 
with 


19 
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witk contempt upon all below them. It is of great im 
portance to ſhow men that they are but men; but nothing 
teaches this ſo ſurely and effectually as death. They die 
like men; and it is to be wiſhed that ſurvivors would learn 
wiſdom and humility by 'the deaths of their predeceſſors, 
and refle& that they are weak, dying worms. * 

2. How common, yet how abſurd is it, for men to 
think themſelves wiſe becauſe they are rich. Becauſe ſome 
men by their diligence and ſagacity have acquired wealth, 
their hearts are lifted up, and they treat all thoſe as fools, 
who deſpiſe wealth, or do not acquire it; They reckon 
thoſe the wiſeſkmen who get money, by whatever means 
it is gotten. Such is the wiſdom of this world; but his 


| "their way is their folly; and, if reaſon and grace do not firſt 


"diſcover it to them, death certainly will; then they muſt 
leave all their wealth behind. Happy is the man that getteth 
true wiſdom; who is rich toward God; for of that wealth 
death will not deprive him. | | 

3. There is much iniquity in traffick, v. 18, and all 
ſhould guard againſt it. There is a great deal of it in this 
chriſtian nation; and, it is to be feared, there are few, 
leſpecially of thoſe who deal largely,) but are chargeable in 
ſome degree with invading the rights of others, under- 
mining their fellow-tradeſmen, oppreſſing their workmen 
and the poor, or robbing God of that time, money, and 
ſervice, which is his due. This was the guilt and ruin of 
Tyre and its king. They that will be rich fall into this ſnare. 


Let us all be cautious, deal conſcientiouſly, as in the fear 
of God, and ſec that our merchandiſe and iraffick be holineſs 


to the Lord. 

4. Obſerve the happineſs of God's Iſrael, Tyre and 
Zidon, with all their wealth, power, and magnificence, 
were deſtroyed : Iſrael was puniſhed, but reſtored. - Tho? 
God's people have not ſo much worldly wiſdom, wealth, 
and honour, as others ; yet Jehovah is their God ; He is 
ſanctified in them and by them; under his guardianſhip 


they are ſafe ; and they will at length poſſeſs unmixed and 
' everlaſting felicity. Happy is the people who are in ſuch a 


caſe ; yea, thrice happy is the people whoſe God is the Lord. 
| CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


7. * and the three following chapters refer to the conqueſt of 

Opt by Nebuchadnezzar ; it was delivered in the ſame year 

= — came to help Zedekiah, by whoſe inſtigations he 
rebelled againſt the king of Babylon. 


N the tenth year, in the tenth [month, ] in the 
1 twelfth [day] of the month, the word of the Loxo 

2 came unto — ſaying, Son of man, 5 thy face 

ainſt Pharaoh king of E pt, and propheſy againſt 

3 kim: and againſt all Eg 4 ae lay, Thus 

faith the Lord Gop; Behold, I (am] againſt thee, 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great — on that lieth in 

the midſt of his Ex. aich hath b Kad My river [is] 
mine own, and I have made [it] for myſelf, In tus 
beautiful figure he is compared to a crocodile, for which the 
Mule was famous; he uſed to ſay, That if the Nile con- 
tinued in its uſual ſtate, he neither feared man nar Cod; 
voafing of his dominion over the river, as if it was at his 

4 diſpo ape. But I will put hooks in thy jaws, and I will 

the fiſh of thy 5 to ſtick unto thy ſcales, and 
I will bring thee up out of the midſt of thy rivers, J 
will manage thee as eafily as a man does a fiſh when it is. 
hooked, and all the fiſh of thy rivers, thy ſervants and 
5 ſoldiers, ſhall ſtick unto thy ſcales. And I will leave 
thee [thrown] into the wilderneſs, thee and all the fiſh 
of thy rivers : thou ſhalt fall upon the open fields; 
thou ſhalt not be brought together, nor gathered : I 
have given thee for meat to the beaſts of the field and 
to the fowls of the heaven, and they ſhall all feed on thee 
6 and thy army, as they feed on à dead crocodile.” And all 
the inhabitants of Egypt ſhall know that I [am] the 
Lok, 

* Called Pharaoh-hophra by Jeremiah, (Fer. xliv. 30.) and 
Apries by Hzxoporvs, L. ii. 

” He went to help the king of Lybia againſt the Cyrenians 
who had revolted from him; but his army was deſtroyed in the 
wilderneſs ; upon which his people roſe in rebellion, and he was 
lain by Amaſis, who ſucceeded him. The expreſſion of bring- 
ing him out of the river has a peculiar beauty; as the crocodile 


is an amphibious animal; it ſignifies, that he hould ſuffer by a 
foreign expedition. 


_— wo — . 


s 
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Lon, becauſe they have been a ſtaff of reed to the 
7 houſe of Iſrael. When they took hold of thee by thy 
hand, thou didſt break, and rend all their ſhoulder : 
and when they leaned upon thee, thou brakeſt, and 
madeſt all their loins to be at a ſtand, or to hut; 1/- 
rael made an alliance with Egypt, and depended much upon 
it, but they were ſorely diſappointed. So a 
© $ © Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop ; Behold, 1 will 
. - bring 4 ſword upon thee, and cut off man and beaſt 
9 out of thee.” And the land of Egypt ſhall be deſolate 
© and waſte: and they ſhall know that I [am] the Loxvo: 
berkuſe he hath faid, The river [is] mine, and I have 
10 made it.] Behold, therefore I [am] againſt thee, and 
© apainſt thy rivers, that is, againſt thy people, a multitude 
5 , and I will make the land of Egypt utterly 
Waffe [400] deſolate, from the tower of Syene even 
11 unto border of Ethiopia. No foot off man ſhall 
Peas through it, nor foot of beaſt ſhall paſs through it, 
12 neither ſhall it be inhabited forty years. And I will 
make the land of Egypt deſolate in the midſt of the 
countries [that are] deſolate, and her cities among the 
cities [that are] laid waſte, ſhall be deſolate forty years, 
© © That is, from its deſtrutlion by Nebuchadnezzar ; and I 
Will ſcatter the Egyptians among the nations, and will 
13 Uilperſe them through the countries. Yet thus faith 
the Lord Gop; At the end of forty years, which was 
about the fiſt year of Cyrus, will 1 gather the Egyptians 
14 from the people whither they were ſcattered : And [ 
© will bring again the captivity of Egypt, and will cauſe 
them to return [into] the land X Pathros, into the 
land of their habitation ; and they ſhall be there a baſe 
15 kingdom. It ſhall be the baſeſt of the kingdoms ; nei- 
__ © ther ſhall it exalt itſelf any more above the nations: 
for 1 will diminiſh them, that they, ſhall no more rule 
over the nations; a remarkable prophecy, which has been 
moſs aſtoniſhingly fulfilled in all the ages that have paſſed 
16 Jnce it was uttered." And it ſhall be no more the con- 
fidence 
In all that time, confiderably more than two thouſand years, 


Egypt has produced nothing great or remarkable, either in learn- 
Ft ing 


* 
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fidence of the houſe of Iſrael, which bringeth { their] 
iniquity to remembrance, when they ſhall look after 
them; they ſhall have no more connection with' them; for 
by looking ta them, and being dependent upon them, they 
learned their idolatrous ways: but they ſhall know that I 
ſam] the Lord Goo. | 

17 And it came to pals in the ſeven and twentieth year, 
in the firſt month, ] in the firſt [diy] of the month, 


that is, ſeventeen years after the farmer,” the word of the | 
18 Load came unto me, ſaying, Son of man, Nebuchad- 


rezzar king of Babylon cauſed his army to ſerve 2 
eat ſervice, thirteen years ſiege, againſt Tyrus: every 
ead [was] made bald by conſtantly wearing their. helmets, 
and every ſhoulder [was] peeled by carrying heavy bur- 
dens, being obliged to fill up a channel that ran between 


Tyre and the continent: yet had he no wages, nor his 


army for Tyrus, for the ſervice that he had ſerved 
againſt it; for when he had almoſt conquered it, tht Tyrians 


fied away in ſhips with their moſt valuable effetts, and © 


_ threw what a he had no advan- 
19 tage: Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop; Behold, I 
will give the land of Egypt unto Nebuchadrezzar king 
of Babylon; and he ſhall take her multitude, and take 
her ſpoil, and take her prey; and it ſhall be the wages 
20 for his army. I have given him the land of Egypt 
[for] his labour wherewith he ſerved againſt it, becauſe 


ing, wiſdom, or exploit; but has continued a baſe, tributary 


kingdom, without ever having a prince of its own, being always 
ſubje& to flaves or foreigners,. It became firſt ſubjet to the 
Babylonians, then to the Perſians, afterwards-to the Macedonians, 


then to the Romans; from them it paſſed to the Saracens, from 


the Saracens to the Mamalucs, or flave ufurpers, and from the 
Mamalucs to the Ottoman empire; of which it now forms a pro- 


vince; governed by a Turkiſh Baſhaw, and twenty four Beys, or 
chiefs, advanced from among the ſlaves to the adminiſtration f 


publick affairs; (the Egyptians being poſſeſſed with a ſuperſtitious 
notion, that it is decreed by fate that ſlaves muſt always rule, 
and the natives be ſubject.) — And who could foreſee and fare- 
tell the events of ſuch remote futuricy, but that omniſcient Spirit, 
who ſpoke by the prophets, and whoſe image and ſuperſeription 


all their writings bear? Dr. Sur. 


This is the laſt prophecy of Ezekiel, delivered juſt when No- 
buchadnezzar, having conquered Tyte, attacked Egypt. 
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they wrought for me, faith the Lord Gop; he was 
ſerving God, by executing his judgments upon the neighbour- 
- ing nations, tho he did not intend it. 
21 In that day will I cauſe the horn of the houſe of 
Iſrael to bud forth, its glory and ſtrength to return; 
and accordingly they had then ſome omen of their deliverance 
Daniels advancement ; and I will give thee the openi 
of the mouth in the midſt of them: and they ſhall 
know that I [am] the Lord : probably meaning — Exe- 
kiel ſhould have a meſſage to deliver to Iſrael which would 
give them comfortable views of approaching deliverance 
tho his prophecies after this are not recorded. 


REFLECTIONS. 


E may infer from hence the vanity of ſelf-love 

and applauſe. Something like Pharaoh's in- 
ſolent language, v. 3. My river is mine own, and I have made 
it for myſelf, is very common among men; they expreſs 
great pride in-what they call their property ; this ſubſtance, 
trade, or eſtate, is mine, for I have raiſed it; this houſe 
is mine, for I have built it. They forget that God gave 
them power to acquire any one of theſe ; that when th 
have gotten it, it is ſtill his, and they are 'but ſtewards. 
may do what he «will with his own ; and will judge them for 
all the wealth and honour they poſſeſs. 

2. See how dangerous cont dence in man, or-in any 
earthly thing, is. Whatever we truſt to, while God is 
forgotten or neglected, is a reed that will diſappoint our 

tions, and not only break under us, but pierce and 


wound us. It is kind in God to take away the grounds of 


our carnal confidence, v. 16. His defign 1 is to reform us, 
and there is often no other way to do it. Happy is he, whoſe 
truft is in Cod; tolo makes the Lord his Wand for has foot 


Hall not be ſhaken. | 


3. No work done for God ſhall go unrewarded. v. 20. 
When even wicked men anſwer his purpoſe, they ſhall have 
their reward; a worldly r reward indeed it will be, for that 
1s all they defite. "This is one reaſon of the proſperity of 
the wicked. God rewards them for ſome virtues they 

PO 
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practiſe; ſome ſervice they do him, and ſome uſe they are 
of in the world. No one ſhall have reaſon to complain of 
injuſtice from him. How well then will he reward thoſe 
who, from a religious principle, intend and labour to ſerve 
him. God is not unrighteous to forget our warks of faith and 
our labours of love. 


_— _Y 


—— 


c HA p. XXX. 


This chapter deſcribes with great elegance and force the ruin of 
Egypt and all her allies by Nebuchadnezzar, and the diftreſs 
of the principal cities of Egypt on that occaſion. | 


I E word of the Lon came again unto me, ſay- 
2 ing, Son of man, propheſy and ſay, Thus faith 
the 1— Gop; Howl ye, Woe worth the day! or, 

3 Alas for the day! For the day.[is] near, even the day of 
the Lord [is] near, a cloudy day; it ſhall be the time 

| 4 of the heathen, 1 puniſh Egypt and her allies, And the 
ſword ſhall come upon Egypt, and great pain ſhall be in 
Ethiopia, when the ſlain ſhall fall in Egypt, and they 

_ * ſhall take away her multitude, and her foundations 
ſhall be broken down; many ſhall be carried captive, and 

5 her forts and government Hall be overthrown. Ethiopia, 
and Ly bia, and Lydia, and all the mingled people, and 
Chub, and the men of the land that is in league, ſhall 


— — 


fall with them by the ſword ; neighbouring countries, and 


the Ifraelites that take ſhelter among them, ſhall ſuffer with 

6 them. Thus ſaich the Logo; They alſo that uphold 
Egypt, ifs governors, ſhall fall; and the pride of her 
power ſhall come down : from the tower of Syene ſhall 
they fall in it by the ſword, faith the Lord Gop. And 
they ſhall be deſolate in the midft of the countries ¶ that 
are! deſolate, and her cities ſhall be in the midſt of the 
$ cities [that are] waſted. And they ſhall know that I 
_ [am] the Loab, when I have ſet a fire in Egypt, and 
9 8 all her helpers ſhall be deſtroyed, In that day 
all meſſengers go forth from me in ſhips to make the 

. careleſs Ethiopians afraid; in the courſe of my providence 

| T will 
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I vill ſend the news to them of the deſolation of Egypt, which 
hall fill them with terror; and great pain ſhall come 
upon them, as in the day'of Egypt : for, lo, it cometh. 
10 Thus faith the Lord Gop; I will alſo make the multi- 
tude of Egypt to ceaſe by the hand of Nebuchadrezzar 


11 king of Babylon. He and his people with him, the 


terrible of the nations, ſhall be brought to deſtroy the 
land: and they ſhall A againſt Egypt, 
12 and fill the land with the ſlain. And I "Sl make the 
rivers dry, that is, the Nile, on the overflowing of which 
their plenty and proſperity depenaed ; the river, of 'which 
Pharaoh boaſted, and in which he. put his confidence, and 
ſell the land into the hand of the wicked: and I will 
make the land waſte, and all that is therein, by the 
hand of ftrangers: I the Logo have ſpoken lit.] 
13 Thus faith the Lord Gop; Twill alſo deſtroy the idols, 
and I will cauſe [their] images to ceaſe out of Noph, 
or Memphis ;" idolatry was ' their a privcipal fo and this — 
chief ſeat of it; 1 there ſhall be no more a prince 


of the land of E — is, a hee of the royal fa- 
mily; it was rule: we a and I will 
14 a fear in the ev 0 And I will make 


athros, or Thebais, deſolate, oo will ſet fire in Zoan, 
er Tami the metropolis in the time of Moſes, and will 
15 execute judgments. i in No, or Thebes, And I will pour 
my fury upon Sin, the ſame with er the 3 
of Egypt, or, as heathen writers call it, the key of Egyp 
16 and I will cut off the multitude of No. And 1 will 
fire in Egypt: Sin ſhall haye great pain, and No that 
be rent aſunder, and Noph [ſhall have] diſtreſſes daily. 
17 The young men of Aven, Heliapolis, and of Pibeſeth, 
Bubofty, ſhall fall by the ſword; and theſe ſcities] 
18 ſhall go into captivity. At Tehaphnehes, or Daphne 
Pieliſſacæ, (where the prophet Feremah is ſaid to have been 
put to death) alſo the day ſhall be darkened, when I 
hall break there the yokes of Egypt, har oppreſſive 
' Jokes upon their neighbours : and the pomp of her ftrength 
ſhall ceaſe in her: as for her, a cloud ſhall cover her, 
* and her ſhall go into TOTO? Thus will 
I execute 


: 
* "== 
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I execute judgments in Egypt: and they ſhall know 
that I ſam] the Loro. | 
20 And it came to paſs in the eleventh year, in the firſt 
[month, ] in the ſeventh [day] of the month, hat is 
four months before the deſtruction of Jerujalem, [that] 
21 the word of the Lorxp came unto me, ſaying, Son of 
man, I have broken the arm of Pharaoh king of E- 
gypt, that is, I have determined to do it; and, lo, it ſhall 
not be bound up to be healed, to put a roller to bind 
22 it, to make it ftrong to hold the ſword. Therefore 
thus faith the Lord GOD; Behold, I [am] againſt 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and will break his arms, the 
ſtrong, and that which was broken; and I will cauſe 
23 the ſword to fall out of his hand. And I will ſcatter 
the Egyptians among the nations, and will diſperſe 
24 them through the countries. And I will ſtrengthen 
the arms of the king of Babylon, and put my ſword in 
his hand : but I will break Pharaoh's arms, and he 
ſhall before him with the groanings of a deadly 
25 vounted [ man.] But I will ſtrengthen the arms of the 
king of Babylon, and the arms of Pharaoh ſhall fall 
down; and they ſhall know that I [am] the Loxo, 
when I ſhall put my ſword into the hand of the king of 
Babylon, and he ſhall ftretch it out upon the of 
26 Egypt. And I will ſcatter the Egyptians among the 
nations, and diſperſe them among the countries; and 
they ſhall know that I [am] the Logp. Accordingly 
Nebuchadnezzar ſinote Pharao. Necho's army in the fourth 
year of TJehaiachim, and took all that pertained to him, 
from the river of Egypt to the river Euphrates, See 

2 Kings xxiv, 7, 


. REFLECTION. 


* 


T HE great practical uſe of this chapter, is to learn 


from it to entertain the higheſt ideas of the power 
and dominion of the great God; to reverence and adore 
his influence over the greateſt men; and the eaſe with 
which he uſes them as his inftruments, to bring about his 
own. purpoſes, Egypt was the moſt antient, potent, 
Vor. VI. K flouriſhing 


= 
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flouriſhing kingdom in the world; and yet in what majeſ- 
tick language does God ſpeak, of breaking it in pieces, and 
making it for the future baſe and contemptible ! He breaks 
the arms of one prince, and ſtrengthens the arms of an- 
other, as he pleaſeth: puts his ſword into the hands of one 
prince, (What a ſublime idea!) and cuts of the ſpirit of 
another. / l can ſtand before him when once he is angry ? 
Who would not fear thee, O King of nations. 


— 


| CH AP. XXXI. 

The prophet deſcribes to Pharaoh the fall of the king of Nineveh, 
and the deftruttion of Egypt, under the image of à fair cedar 
. rg once tall and majeſtick, but now cut down and 
wither | 


I A ND it came to paſs in the eleventh year, in the 
| third [month, ] hat is, about a month before Jeru- 
ſalem was deſtre ed, in the firſt [day] of the month, [that] 

2 the word of the Loxp came unto me, ſaying, Son of 
man, ſpeak unto Pharaoh king of t, and to his 

_ "multitude; Whom art thou like in thy greatneſs ? 

3 thou thinkeſt no prince equal to thyſelf, but Behold, the 

. Aﬀrian [was] a cedar in Lebanon with fair branches, 
and with a ſhadowing ſhroud, and of an high ſtature ; 
and his top was among the thick boughs ; it overtopped 
tie moſt flouriſhing trees, it exceeded all other kingdoms. 
4 The waters made him great, the deep ſet him up on 
high with her rivers running — Jeu his plants, 
and ſent out all her little rivers unto all the trees of 

the field; he had a wide dominion, great revenues, a large 

5 trade, and ſent out colonies to diftant countries. Therefore 
his height was exalted above all the trees of the field, 

and his boughs were multiplied, and his branches be- 
ee came long becauſe of the multitude of waters, when he 
6 6 ſhotfo All the fowls of heaven made their neſts 
in his boughs, and under his branches did all the 
beaſts of the ficld bring forth their young, and under 
his ſhadow dwelt all great nations; hey were either 


1 
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dependent upon him, in alliance with him, or tributary to 

7 him. Thus was he fair in his greatneſs, in the length 

of his branches: for his root was by great waters. 

$ The cedars in the garden of God could not hide him: 

the fir trees were not like his boughs, and the cheſnut 

trees were not like his branches; nor any tree in the 

| en of God was like unto him in his beauty; no 

prince was like him for greatneſs, power, and magnificence. 

9 I have made him fair by the multitude of his branches : 

ſo that all the trees of Eden, that [were] in the garden 

10 of God, all the kings of the eaſt, envied him. here- 

fore thus ſaith the Lord God; Becauſe thou haſt lifted 

up thyſelf in height, and he hath ſhot up his top among 

the thick boughs, and his heart is lifted up in his 

11 height; I have therefore delivered him into the hand 
of the mighty one of the heathen ; he ſhall ſurely deal 

with him: I have driven him out for his wickedneſs." 

12 And ftrangers, the terrible of the nations, have cut 

him off, and have left him : upon the mountains and 

in all the valleys his branches are fallen, and his 
boughs are broken by all the rivers of the land; and 
all the people of the earth are gone down from his. 


ſhadow, and have left him like @ tree cut down and N 


withered ; his provinces ſhall be taken away, and thoſe 
13 under his protection removed. Upon his ruin ſhall all 
the fowls of the heaven remain, and all the beaſts of 
the field ſhall be upon his branches, hall browze upon 
14 them and deſtroy them. To the end that none of all the 
trees by the waters exalt themſelves for their- height, 
neither ſhoot up their top among the thick. boughs, 
neither their trees ſtand up in their height, all that 
drink water ; or rather, nor any trees that drink water ; 
the deſign of all was, that nations might take warn- 


ing, and kings not be proud, even 1 5 that were moſt . 
powerful and glorious, for they are all delivered unto 
death, to the nether parts of the earth, in the midſt 

K 2 | of 

* Cyaxares, king of Media, and Nabopollaſſar, king of Baby- 

| lon, Nebuchadnezzir's father, took Nineveh, and deftroyed the 

Aſſyrian empire about twenty three years before this, and ſo ful- 

filled the prophecy of Nahum and Zephaniah, - 
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of the children of men, with them that go down to the 
it ; death hath levelled and equalled them all. — T he fol- 
» ing verſes are an elegant deſcription of the terror that 
15 ſeized the king of Afyria's allies in the day of his fall. Thus 
- + faith the Lord Go; In the day when he went down to 
the grave, I cauſed a mourning ; I covered the deep for 
him, and I reſtrained the floods thereof, and the great 
waters were ſtayed; the waters ſtopped their courſe to la- 
ment his calamity: and I cauſed Lebanon to mourn for 
him, and all the trees of the field fainted for him; 
there was a general mburning for the fall of ſo great a mo. 
narch, fo powerful an empire; and a general ceſſation of 
16 trade and navigation. I made the nations to ſhake at 
the ſound of his fall, when I caſt him down to hell 
with them that deſcend into the pit: and all the trees 
G of Eden, the choice and beſt of Lebanon, all the trees 
FRE that drink water, ſhall be comforted in the nether parts 
of the earth; other princes over whom he had triumphed, 
ſeeing that he is brought as low as they, ſhall be comforted. 
17 See [ſaich xiv. 8— 10. They alſo went down into hell 
with him unto [them that be] ſlain with the ſword ; and 
| they that were] his arm, huis ftrength and his allies, 
2 | [that] dwelt under his ſhadow in the midſt of the 
| 18 To whom art thou, O king of Egypt, thus like in glo- 
ry and in greatneſs «Babe, 5 bs of Eden? yet ſhalt. 
thou be brought down with the trees of Eden unto the 
nether parts of the earth: thou ſhalt lie in the midſt 
of the uncircumciſed, halt die a ſhameful and accurſed 
death, with [them that be] flain by the ſword, This 
[is] Pharaoh and all his multitude, faith the Lord 

Gop ; this is an exati repreſentation of their deftruftion. 


REFLECTIONS. 


us and precarious earthly great- 


A neſs is. Tt 1s dangerous, becauſe it is apt to lift 
1 up the hearts of men; their minds riſe with their con- 
dition; they 9 themſelves with others, and are 

oppreſs all their inferiors. But 1 


ready to deſpiſe an 


* 
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they conſider that it is God who makes them fair and great, 
that if they abuſe their wealth and power, he can eaſily, 
and will certainly, pull them and all their multitude down; 
it might prevent their being proud and high minded. 
When they fall, many fall with them: their flatterers and 
attendants leave them; and they generally fall unlamented. 
Let us not envy their condition; but make the ſhadow of 
2 Almighty our confidence, and then we ſhall duell 
ely. 

'2, The fall of others ſhould be a warning to. us, v. 
14. that we do not iruſt in uncertain riches, or ſhowy 
ſplendour, If all the advantages of a flouriſhing trade 
and a good fortune, are loſt by vice and imprudence, it 
ſhould teach us to guide our affairs with diſcretion ; not to 
ſeek great things; but diligently and contentedly to purſue 
our proper buſineſs, and humbly wait upon God for his 
bleſſing. The death of others ſhould be a warning to us. 
The great and the good die like other men; and lie down 
alike in the duſt. Let the thought quicken us to be an 
ready, ſince we know neither the day nor the hour when the Son 
of man cometh, | 


— 


— 


C HAP. XXXII. 
Contains a lamentation for the dreadful fall of Egypt. 

I A ND it came to pals in the twelfth year, in the 
twelfth month, in the firſt [day] of the month, 

[that] the word of the Lorp came unto me, ſaying, 

2 Son of man, take up a lamentation for Pharaoh king 
of Egypt, and ſay unto him, Thou art like a young 
lion of the nations, and thou [art] as a whale in the 
ſeas, or rather, a crocodile,” for a whale has no feet : 
and thou cameſt forth with thy rivers, and troubledſt 
the waters with thy feet, and fouledſt their rivers ; haſt 

3 troubled thy own and the neighbouring nations. Thus faith 
the Lord Gop; I will therefore ſpread out my net over 
thee with a company of many people; and they ſhall 
bring thee up in my n is large enough to encloſe 
3 thee, 
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4 thee, aud ſtrong enough to ſecure thee, Then will I leave 
thee upon the land, I will caft thee forth upon the 
open field, and will cauſe all the fowls of the heaven to 
remain upon thee, and I will fill the beaſts of the whole 

5 earth with thee. And I will lay thy fleſh, hat is, rhe fleſh 
of ſoldiers that ſhall be flain, upon the mountains, and 
fill the valleys with thy height, with thy large armies, 

6 whereof thou didſt boaſt, I will alſo water with thy 
blood, with the blood of thy forces, the land wherein 
thou ſwimmeſt, [even] to the mountains; and the 

7 rivers ſhall be full of thee. And when I ſhall put thee 
out, I will cover the heaven, and make the ftars there. 
of dark; I will cover the ſun with a cloud, and the 

8 moon ſhall not give her. light. All the bright lights 

of heaven will I make dark over thee, and ſet dark- 

| neſs upon thy land, faith the Lord Gop ; figurative ex- 

9 preſfions, denoting the confuſion and ruin of the nation. 1 
will alſo vex the hearts of many people, of thoſe nations 
that are in alliance with thee, and in dependence upon thee, 
when I ſhall bring thy deſtruction, ſuck a deſtruction as 
hath befallen thee, among the nations, into the countries 

10 which thou haſt not known. Yea, I will make many 
people amazed at thee, and their kings ſhall be hor- 
ribly afraid for thee; thoſe who admired thy grandeur and 
power ſhall be amazed when I ſhall brandiſh my ſword 
before them; and they ſhall tremble at [every] mo- 
ment, eyery man for his own life, in the day of thy 
* who can think himſelf ſecure when Egypt is 

; | p | 
FF f For thus faith the Lord Gop ; The ſword of the 

12 king of Babylon ſhall come upon thee. By the ſwords 
of the mighty will T cauſe thy multitude to fall, the 
terrible off the nations, all of them; and they ſhall 
_ the pomp of Egypt, and all the multitude thereof 

13 ſhall be deſtroyed. I will deſtroy alſo all the beaſts 


thereof, the horſes, wherein they truſted, or their great men, 
from beſide t eat waters; neither ſhall the foot 

of man trouble them any more, nor the hoofs of beaſts 

14 trouble them. Then will I make their waters deep, and 
cauſe their rivers to run like oil, faith the Lord GoD; 

” there 
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there ſhall be a face of univerſal melancholy, as if the river 
Nile, which was peculiarly rapid, had become a ſtagnant 

15 pool, its motion being hardly to be perceived. When I ſhall 
make the land of Egypt deſolate, and the country ſhall 

be deſtitute of that whereof it was full, when I ſhall 
ſmite all them that dwell therein, then ſhall they know 

16 that I [am] the Lok D. This [is] the lamentation 
wherewith they ſhall lament her: the daughters of the 
nations, the people of the neighbouring countries, ſhall la- 
ment her: they ſhall lament for her, [even] for Egypt, 

and for all her multitude, faith the Lord Gov. 

17 lt came to pals alſo in the twelfth year, in the fif- 
teenth [day] of the month, [that] the word of the 

18 Loxn came unto me, ſaying, Son of man, wail for the 
multitude of Egypt, and caſt them down, declare with 
authority that they ſhall be caſt down, [even] her, and 
the daughters of the famous nations, unto the nether 
parts of the earth, with them that go down into the 
pit; a beautiful paſſage, in which God leads the prophet as 

it were through ſome ſtately burying place, and points out 

19 the tombs of many princes, Whom doſt thou paſs in 
beauty ? what is there ſo peculiarly glorious in thee, that 
ton ſhouldſt be exempted from the fate of other monarchs ? 
20 28 and be thou laid with the uncircumciſed. They 
Il fall in the midſt of them that are] ſlain by the 

{word : ſhe is delivered to the ſword: draw her and all 

21 her multitudes /o he grave, like dead carcaſes. The 
ſtrong among the mighty ſhall ſpeak to him out of the 
midft of hell with them that help him ; he ſpirits of 

- deceaſed tyrants and their ſubjefFs ſhall meet him, and con- 
gratulate his coming ; they are gone down, they lie un- 

22 circumciſed, ſlain by the ſword. Asſhur [is] there and 
all her company; the famous, warlike, victorious kings of 
Aſyria © his graves [are] about him: all of them ſlain, 

23 fallen by the ſword : Whoſe graves, /ike leſſer graves a- 
bout the monuments of perſons of quality, are ſet in the ſides 

of the pit, and her company is round about her grave : 

all of them ſlain, fallen by the ſword, which cauſed 
24 terror in the land of the living. There [is] Elam, ar 
' Perſia, which was conquered by Nebuchadnezzar, and all 
| 7 8 K 4 her 
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her multitude round about her grave, all of them lain, 
fallen by the ſword, which are gone down uncircumciſed 
into the nether parts of the earth, which cauſed their 
terror in the land of the living ; yet have they borne 
25 their ſhame with them that go down to the pit. They 
have ſet her a bed in the midſt of the ſlain with all her 
multitude : her graves [are] round about him: all of 
them uncircumciſed, flain by the ſword : though their 
terror was cauſed in the land of the living, yet have 
they borne their ſhame with them that go down to the 
pit: he is put in the midſt of * that be] ſlain. 
26 There is Meſhech, Tubal, and all her multitude; ke 
Scythian kings and leaders : her graves [are] round about 
him : all of them uncircumciſed, flain by the ſword, 
though they cauſed their terror in the land of the liv- 
27 ing. And they ſhall not lie with the mighty [that 
are] fallen of the uncircumciſed, which are gone down 
to hell with their weapons of war : and they have laid 
their ſwords under their heads; an alluſion to the cuſtom 
ef burying princes with their armour ; which was carried in 
Funeral proceſſion, and interred with them, but their iniqui- 
ties ſhall be upon their bones, he puniſhment of their 
12 cruelty ſpall follow them after death, and cauſe their 
s to be caſt out upon the earth, though [they were] 
. the terror of the mighty in the land of the living. 
28 Yea, thou ſhalt be broken in the midſt of the uncir- 
cumciſed, and ſhalt lie with [them that are] ſlain with 
29 the fword. There [is] Edom, her kings, and all her 
princes, which with their might are laid by [them that 
were] ſlain by the ſword : they ſhall lie with the un- 
circumciſed, and with them that go down to the pit, 

tio, being of the ſeed of Abraham, they had been circum- 

30 ciſed. There [be] the princes of the north, the Ty- 
Niang, all of them, and all the Zidonians, which are 
gone down with the lain ; with their terror they are 
aſhamed of their might; and they lie uncircumciſed 
with 
$ The Scythians made an inroad gpon the Medes, and lived 
| years by plundering that country ; but they were deſtroyed 
Cyaxares, and did not die in an honourable manner in the 
field, but were flain by a ſtratagem, while drunk at a feaſt, 
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with [them that be] ſlain by the ſword, and bear their 

31 ſhame with them that go down to the pit. Pharaoh 

ſhall ſee them, and ſhall be comforted over all his mul- 

titude,. [even] Pharaoh and all his army ſlain by the 

_ ſword, faith the Lord Gop ; it ſhall be ſome ſatisfatiion 

that other great princes have been flain, other great armies 

32 routed, and other great nations deftrayed. For I have 

cauſed my terror in the land of the living; ke had been 

the terror of the mighty ; but now I have cauſed my terror 

to fall upon him : and he ſhall be laid in the midſt of the 

uncircumciſed with [them that are] lain with the ſword, 

forma] Pharaoh and all his multitude, faith the Lord 
OD. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, BSERVE the ſad effects of the fall of 

nations. Tyrannical, ambitious princes diſquiet 
the world, and cauſe trouble and terror to their neigh- 
bours : but their day will come to fall, Some ſhall be vexed, 
others aſtoniſhed, and others lament at their fall. The 
neighbouring nations ſhall become quiet ; and other princes 
and fates riſe out of their ruins, . So changing is the ſtate 
of this world, and fo little are its grandeur, power, and 
connection with the great and mighty, to be depended 
upon. 

2 We may hence take occafion to reflect on the univer- 
ſal empire of death: he makes no diſtinction, either of 
rich, powerful, or mighty, though they have been ter- 
rors to others. Princes are buried in pomp, heroes with 
their atchievements; ſome honoured with monuments and 
inſcriptions ; others caſt into common graves, or left un- 
buried; but princes, and all the mult:tude, are deſtroyed 
by this univerſal conqueror. Death, the king of terrors, 


deſtroys the monarchs, as well as the meaner ones of the 
earth. Happy thoſe, who can by faith look beyond the 
grave ; and, whether buried, or not; with monuments, 
or without, can rejoice in hope of future glory, and a reſurrec- 
tion to eternal life. | 


CHAP, .. 


—_— 


* 
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C H A P. XXXIII. 


| Gel had told Ezekiel that he ſhould be dumb, that is, have no 


more prophetic revelations to Iſrael, till his prophecy of the 
deftruftion of Feruſalem was accompliſhed, In the mean time 
 he- prophefied againſt other nations, and might preach to the 
Iſraelites as a common miniſter ; but now Feruſalem was 
taken, his mouth was opened, and his commiſſion as a prophet 
was renewed. He is diretted what anſter to make to the 
cavils of infidelity and impiety ; to vindicate the ways of God 
and foretell the utter deſolation of all Fudea. 
I GAIN the word of the Loxp came unto me, 
2 A ſaying, Son of man, ſpeak to the children of 
y people, and ſay unto them, When I bring the 
ſword upon a land, if the people of the land take a 
man of their coaſts, and ſet him for their watchman : 
3 If when he ſeeth the ſword come upon the land, he 
4 blow the trumpet, and warn the people ; Then whoſo. 
ever heareth the ſound of the trumpet, and taketh not 
warning ; if the ſword come, and take him away, his 


 - blood be upon his own head; he 7s the cauſe of his 


5 own defiruttion. He heard the ſound of the trumpet, 
and took not warning; his blood ſhall be upon him: 
6 but he that taketh warning ſhall deliver his foul, But 
if the watchman ſee the ſword come, and blow not the 
trumpet, if he alls treacherouſly, or only ſluſts for his own 
ſafety, and the people be not warned; if the ſword 
come, and take [any] perſon from among them, he is 
taken away in his iniquity ; but his blood will I require 


7 at the watchman's hand. So thou, O fon of man, 


have ſet thee a watchman unto the houſe of Iſrael 
therefore thou ſhalt hear the word at my mouth, and 
8 warn them from me. When I fay unto the wicked, 
O wicked man, ] thou ſhalt ſurely die; if thou doſt 
not ſpeak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked 
[man] ſhall die in his iniquity ; but his blood will I 


9 require at thine hand, Nevertheleſs, if thou warn the 


wicked of his way to 'turn from it; if he do not 
turn 
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turn from his way, he ſhall die in his iniquity; but 
thou haſt delivered thy ſoul. 

10 Therefore, O thou ſon of man, ſpeak unto the houſe 
of Iſrael; Thus ye ſpeak, ſaying, If our tranſgreſſions 
and our fins [be] upon us, and we pine away in them, 
how ſhould we then live? as if they had ſaid, Some tame 

ago you brought us comfortable meſſages, ſet before us de- 
liverance and mercy ; but inſtead of that, judgments are in- 
creaſing upon us, and we pine away; how then can we 
Believe your better meſſages * A fooliſh objeftion, for the 
prophet had plainly told them that deliverance ſhould nat yet 
come, that many previous calamities ſhould happen, and that 

11 ovtly a remnant be preſerved. Say unto them, [As] 
I live, faith the Lord Gop, I have no pleaſure in the 
death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from 
his way and live; turn ye, turn'ye from your evil 

12 ways; for why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael ? There- 
fore, thou ſon of man, ſay unto the children of thy 
people, The righteouſneſs of the righteous ſhall not 
deliver him in the day of his tranſgreſſion: as for the 
wickedneſs of the wicked, he ſhall not fall thereby in 
the day that he turneth from his wickedneſs ; neither 
ſhall the righteous be able to liye for [his righteouſ- 

13 neſs] in the day that he finnethi When [I ſhall fay to 
the righteous, [that] he ſhall ſurely live; if he truſt 
to his own righteouſneſs, hat is, to its merit, or his own 
ſtrength, and thinks himſelf ſo well eftabliſhed that he ſhall 
not fall, and after this he commit iniquity, all his righ- 
teouſneſs not be remembered; but for his ini- 
quity that he hath committed, he ſhall die for it. 


14 Again, when I ſay unto the wicked, Thou ſhalt ſurel7 


die; if he turn from his fin, and do that which is 

15 lawful and right; [If] the wicked reſtore the pledge, 
give again that he had robbed, walk in the ſtatutes of 
ife, without committing iniquity ; he ſhall ſurely live, 

16 he ſhall not die. None of his fins that he hath com- 
mitted ſhall be mentioned unto him: he hath done 
that which is lawful and right ; he ſhall ſurely live. 
17 Yet the children of thy people ſay, The way of the 
Loxp is not equal: but as for them, their way is not 
| equal; 
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00 equal : I need any again fate the caſe, it carries its own 
18 evidence with it to unprejudiced minds, When the righ- 
teous turneth from his righteouſneſs, and committeth 


19 iniquity, he ſhall even die thereby. But if the wicked 


turn from his wickedneſs, and do that which is lawful 


20 and right, he ſhall live thereby. Yet ye ſay, The 8 


of the Lonp is not equal. O ye houſe of Iſrael, I 
will judge you every one after his ways. 


21 And it came to pals in the twelfth ycar of our ca 


tivity, in dhe teath I month, ] in che fich [da ] of the 
month, [that] one that had eſcaped out of — Fram 


-22 came unto me ſaying, The city is ſmitten,” Now the 


hand of the Lonp was upon me in the evening, he 
evening before he received the meſſage in the nag part of 

this — Foul afore he that was — 4 came, and 

opened my mouth, until he came to me in the morn- 

and my mouth was and I was no more 


ning; 
23 dumb. Then the word of the Loxp came unto me, 
24 ſaying, Son of man, they that inhabit thoſe waſtes of 


the land of Iſrael, [ÞmacÞs party, that murdered Gedaliah, 

\ who was appointed governor by the king of Babylon ; 1/h- 
mae} perhaps intended to make himſelf an independent 
1230 wi. therefore they ſpeak, ſaying, Abraham was one, 
and he inherited the land: but we [are] many; the 
land is given us for inheritance ; Abraham, from one, 
became many ; and ſo wwe, tho but few, Hall people the 


25 land and be ably jo defend it. Wherefore fa lay unto them, 


Thus ſaith the Lord Gop; Ye eat with the blood, 
and lift up your eyes toward your idols, and ſhed 


26 blood; and ſhall ye poſſeſs the land? Ye fland upon 


your far. injure others with the fevord, and truſt to it, 
ye work abomination, and ye defile every one his 


27 neighbour's wife : and ſhall ye poſſeſs the land? Say 


thou thus unto them, Thus faith the Lord Gop; [As] 


4 hve, ſurely they that are in * waſtes, or deſolate 
| cities 


* Dr. 888 ſays the eleventh year 
This was 4 year and five months her the city was taken 


ſo important a conqueſt muſt have been heard of at Babylon long | 
before ; but in chap. xxiv- 26. God told the prophet that he 

ſhould hear of it from an eye witneſs; and here one comes and 
gives him a particular and affecting account of the 2 ſcene. 
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cities, ſnall fall by the ſword, and him that is in the 
open field will I give to the beaſts to be devoured, and 
they that ¶ be] in the forts and in the caves, in artificial 
28 or natural fortreſſes, ſhall die of the peſtilence. For 1 
will lay the land moſt deſolate, and the pomp of her 
ſtrength, her rich, 1 „ ftrong places, ſhall ceaſe, 


and the mountains of Iſrael ſhall be deſolate, that none 

29 ſhall paſs through. Then ſhall they know that Tn] 

the Loxp, when I have laid the land moſt deſolate 

becauſe of all their abominations which they have com- 

mitted ; all this came to paſs, many of them fled to Egypt, 
and were loſt there. 

30 Alfo, thou ſon of man, the children of thy people 
ſtill are talking againſt thee, or rather, concerning thee, by 
the walls and in the doors of the houſes, and f one 
to another, every one to his brother, ſaying, Come, I 
pray you, and hear what is the word that cometh forth 
from the Lorp ; that is, what the prophet has foretold, 
what has come 10 paſs, and what he ſaith upon that occaſion. 

31 And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and 

they fit before thee [as] my people, and they hear thy 
. words, but they will not do them : for with their mouth 

they ſhow much love, ¶ but] their heart goeth after their 

32 covetouſneſs. And, lo, thou [art] unto them as a very 
lovely ſong of one that hath-a pleaſant voice, and can 

y well on an inftrument : for they hear thy words, 
t they do them not; they love to attend thy preaching, as 
they like to attend a concert of mufick ; it is an agreeable en- 


33 tertainment 10 them. And when this cometh to pals, (lo, 


it will come, or, lo] it is come,) then ſhall they know 
that a prophet hath been among them; not an orator, 
or a muſician, but a prophet, whom they ſhould have ſeriouſ+ 
ly regarded, and all whoſe words I will confirm. 


REFLECTION S: 


1. INIST ERS have here repeated and ſolemn 
warnings by the prophet. God's miniſters are 

employed to denounce his wrath againſt the workers of ini- 
quity; and even to addreſs themſelves to particular * 
1 b aying, 


— —— 2 5 4 


* 
—ͤ— —— . — anne — 


ne nm. 


laying, O wicked man! tho* without partiality and private 
affection; and this under an awful penalty. Allow them 
therefore to act thus, and blame them not for their faith- 
fulneſs ; tho they may hurt your conſciences, and diſpleaſe 


your Juſts, And it is a great encouragement, that they 


will deliver their own ſouls, tho* finners will not be re- 

2. We here ſee the terms on which ſinners ſtand with the 
great God, His word gives encouragement to the wicked 
to repent and return; he has ſaid and ſworn that he hath 


| no pleaſure in the death of a ſinner, and has taken every 


method, the moſt cious and wonderful, to ſhow his 
reconcileableneſs. If they periſh, the fault is their own. 
They muſt juſtify God, even in their deſtruction. Here is 
alſo a caution to the righteous. If they become carnal, 
worldly-minded, and ſenſual, their righteouſneſs will be 
forgotten. They are in = danger of truſting to it ; of 
thinking that its merit will atone for irregularities; or that 
they are ſo ſtrong, that temptations cannot hurt them; and 
therefore they venture upon them. How-many who have 
made a fair profeſſion, appeared ſerious and good, are ruined 
by pride and conceit ? Let kim therefore that thinketh he ſtand- 
eth, take heed left he fall. 

3. The behaviour of theſe captives to Ezekiel, is too 
frequently imitated now, and chriſtian minifters perceive 


and lament it, and are greatly diſcouraged by it. They 


ſeemed to be a good fort of people; were regular in their 
attendance on publick worſhip ; were ſerious in their deport- 
ment; there was no ſleeping, laughing, or other indecent 
behaviour there; they pretended great reſpect to the prophet, 
and admired his preaching. But here their hypocriſy ap- 
this was their guilt and ruin, that they would not 
do what he ſaid. So, many now come regularly to publick 
worſhip, ſeem pleaſed with their miniſters, and ſhow them 
reſpect, but will not do their words, will not break off their 
fins, nor attempt to mortify their luſts; but continue as 
ſenſual, worldly-minded, proud, and paſſionate, gs ever. 
God knows with what principles and ends men attend th 
preaching of the word; and if this be our character, we 


- ſhall have very different thoughts of miniſters and their 


preaching 
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preaching ere it be long: we ſhall ſce that they are not ſent 
and ordained to amuſe and entertain us; but toreform our 
vices, and to regulate our tempers and lives; and God will 

accompliſh their words, and puniſh all hypocrites and un- 


believers. Be ye doers of the word, therefore, and not hearers - 
only, deceiving your own ſouls, 


— — — — 


C HAP. XXXIV. 
Contains a charge againf the ſhepherds, and encouragement to 
the flock, 


ND the word of the ban came unto me, ſay- 

6 ing, Son of man, propheſy againſt the ſhep- 
herds of Iſrael, that is, the governors, including the king, 
princes, rulers, and prieſts, propheſy, and ſay unto them, 
Thus faith the Lord Gop unto the ſhepherds; Woe 
208 ] to the ſhepherds of Iſrael that do feed themſelves ! 
ould not the ſhepherds feed the flocks ? ſhould they not 

3 ſeek the welfare of their people ? Ye eat the fat, and ye 
clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed ye 
enrich yourſelves with the ſpoil of the wealthy : [but] ye 

4 feed not the flock. The diſeaſed have ye not h- 
ened, neither have ye healed that which was fick, nei- 
ther have ye bound up [that which was] broken, neither 
have ye brought again that which was driven away, 
neither have ye ſought that which was loſt ; but with 
force and with cruelty have ye ruled them; inſtead of 
ſupporting and relieving the diftreſſed, you have uſed them 
5 cruelly, exerciſing both civil and eccleſiaſtical tyranny. And 
they were ſcattered, becauſe ' [there is] no ſhepherd : 
and they became meat to all the beaſts of the field, 
when they were ſcattered ; they were driven to other 
6 countries, and became a prey to their enemies, My ſheep 
wandered through all the mountains, and upon every 

| i h hill: yea, my flock was ſcattered upon all the face 
the earth, and none did ſearch or feek [after them.] 
Therefore, ye ſhepherds, hear the word of the 

: Lokp; [As] I live, faith the Lord Gon; ſurely be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe my flock became a prey, and my flock: became 
meat to every beaſt of the field, becauſe [there was] 
no ſhepherd, neither did my ſhepherds ſearch for my 
flock, but the ſhepherds fed themſelves, and fed not 
my flock ; ſeduced them to idolatry and deſtroyed them; 
9 Therefore, O ye ſhepherds, hear the word of the Logp; 
10 Thus faith the Lord Gop ; Behold, I [am] againſt the 
ſhepherds; and I will require my flock at their hand, 
J will call them to a firi account, and cauſe them to 
ceaſe from feeding the flock ; this would have been no 


+ effifion, but it follows, neither ſhall the ſhepherds feed 


themſelves any more z for I will deliver my flock from 
their mouth, that they may not be meat for them; 7 
will deprive them of all their authority, wealth, and power, 
For thus faith the Lord Gop; Behold, I, [even] I, 

12 will both ſearch my ſheep, and ſeek them out. As a 
. ſhepherd ſeeketh out his flock in the day that he is 
among his ſheep [ that are] ſcattered ; ſo will I ſeek out 
my ſheep, and will deliver them out of all places where 
they have been ſcattered in the cloudy and dark day ; 
that is, in the day of publick calamity ;, tho the ſhepherds 
have neglefled their duty, I will take care of the flock, and 

13 will deliver and reſtore them, And I will bring them out 
from the people, and gather them from the countries, 
and will bring them to their own land, and feed them 
upon the mountains of Ifrael by the rivers, and in all 
14 the inhabited places of the country. I will feed them 
in a good paſture, and upon the high mountains of Iſ- 
rael ſhall their fold be: there ſhall they lie in a good 
fold, and [in] a fat paſture ſhall. they feed upon the 
15 mountains of Iſrael. I will feed my flock, and I will 
16 cauſe them to lie down, faith the Lord Gop. I will 
ſeek that which was loſt, and bring again that which 
was driven away, and will bind up {that which was] 
broken, and will ſtrengthen that which was fick : but I 
will deſtroy the fat and the ſtrong, hoſe who are proud 
and oppreſtve; 1 will feed them with judgment; will 


17 deal with them according to their deſerts. And [as for] 


O my flock, thus faith the Lord GOD; Behold, 


I judge between cattle and cattle, nn 
EO | e 
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the he goats; the rich and great men, who were oppreſſors, 

18 bi not governors, [Seemeth it] a ſmall thing unto you to 

have eaten up the good paſture, but ye muſt tread down 

with your feet the reſidue of your paſtures ? and to have 

drunk of the deep waters, but ye muſt foul the refidue 

_ with. your feet? nat ſatisfied with enjoying my bleſſings your - 

19 ſelves, muſt you plunder and injure thoſe below you? And 

[as for] my flock, they eat that which ye have trodden 

with your feet; and they drink that which ye have 

fouled with your feet; hey have nothing but your leau- 
ings to ſupport thiemſelves and their families with, 

20 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop unto them; Be- 

hold I, [even] I, will judge between the fat cattle and 

21 between the lean cattle. Becauſe ye have thruſt with 

fide and with ſhoulder, and puſhed all the diſeaſed with 

22 your horns, till ye have ſcattered them abroad; There- 

fore will I fave my flock, and they ſhall no more be a 

+23 prey's and I will Judge between cattle and cattle, And 

will ſet up one ſhepherd over them, and, he ſhall feed 

them, [even] my ſervant David, that is, Chriſt the ſon 

of David; I will give him the throne of hs father David, 

he ſhall feed them, and he ſhall be their ſhepherd ; He 

24 Hall prefide over my. people. And I the Lorp will be 

their God, and my ſervant David a prince among them ; 

25 I the Logo have ſpoken [it.] And I will make with 

them a covenant of peace, they ſhall have peace with me 

and one another, and enjoy all bleſſmgs, and I will cauſe 

the evil beaſts, all perſecutors and oppreſſors, to ceaſe out 

of the land: and they ſhall dwell ſafely in the wilder- 

. neſs, and ſleep in the woods; and thus be delivered, 

26 not only from danger, but from fear. And I will make 

them and the places round about my hill a bleſ- 

ſing ; and I will cauſe the ſhower to come down in his 

as there ſhall be ſhowers of bleſſing; hey ſball en- 

27 joy my ordinances and preſence, and all ſpiritual good. And 

the tree of the field ſhall yield her fruit, and the earth 

ſhall yield her increaſe, and they ſhall be ſafe in their 

land, and ſhall know that I [am] the Loxd, when I 

have broken the bands of their yoke, their ſpiritual bon- 

dage, and delivered them out of the hand of thoſe that 

Vor. VI. L ſerved 
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_ 33 ſerved themſelves of them. And they ſhall no more 
be a prey to the heathen, neither ſhall the beaſts of the 
land devour them; but they ſhall dwell fafely, and 
29 none ſhall make [them] afraid. And I will raiſe up for 
them a plant of renown, that is, Chriſt, the Branch, who 
ſhall be famous, not only among the jews, but all over the 
world, and they ſhall Swe, no more conſumed with hun- 
ger in the land, neither bear the ſhame of the heathen 
any more; they ſhall mot be reproached by the heathen as 
30 the forſaken of God, Thus, by theſe bleſſings and the ful- 
filment of my promiſes, ſhall they know that I the LoRD 
their God ſam] with them, and [ that] they, [even] the 
houſe of Ifrael, [are] my — faith the Lord Goo. 
paſture, [are] men, 
ſand] I [am] your God, Aich the Lord Gop. Theſe 
concluding words explain the figure ;, it refers to men and 


their governors, a s profeſſing peo- 
ple, who were his 


RSV LECTTITONS. 


. VIV E hence learn that God will call the greateſt of 


men to account for their iniquities. The 
ſhepherds of Iſrael, who were ſuperior to the flock, tyran- 
nized over them, and had no one to oppoſe them ; but 
they are here cenſured and threatened by the ſupreme 
Ruler. Their greatneſs and authority, tho* it ſet them 
above the reach of human juſtice, could not ſecure them 
from his. He is againſt them, and will require the flock 
at their hands; will take away their abuſed power, and 
r their injuſtice, May all hy ſhepherds of our Britiſh 

confider this. 

2. See how highly God is diſpleaſed with thoſe who are 
tyrannical, opprelive, and uncharitable, whatever their 
rank may be; he is not only againſt the ſhepherds of Iſ- 
rael, but the rams and he poats of the flock. There are 
many tyrannical parents, huſbands, maſters, and landlords, 


- who fall under this ſentence ; and all who rule others with 
cruelty and rigour; who enrich themſelves by the oppreſ- 


fion of their workmen and — and the ſpoil of the 
| poor; 
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who never give of their ſuperfluities to the needy, 
— on the contrary, embitter what little they have; men, 
who live in pomp and eaſe, but never care for the ſuffer- 
ings of others, and will not ſupply the poor, nor ſtrengthen 
the weak, nor heal the fick ; men, who in publick truſts 
conſult their private intereſts more than the publick good ; 
all theſe-God-will judge; and they ſball have judgment without 
mercy who have ſhowed no mercy. Af 
3. Let us rejoice that God hath raiſed up the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as the ſhepherd of his flock. He is the good ſbep- 
nerd: he came to redeem the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſ- 
rael, and gather the gentiles into his fold: and he feeds his 
flock in good paſtures; his word, ordinances, and ſpirit, 
are ſhowers of bleſſings. He delivers them from wild 
beafts; from fin, ſatan, and death; he ftrengthens the 
weak, heals the diſeaſed, carries the lambs in his boſom, and 
gently leads thoſe that. are with young. He is the good ſhepherd 
who laid down his life for the ſheep; and he will defend his 
church, tho? under ſhepherds ſhould be unfaithful and neg- 
ligent. Let us then, commit ourſelves to his care; hear 
his voice; follow his ſteps; and truſt his power and grace: 
then he will feed and guard our ſouls, and lead us to his 
heavenly hill. So he has declared; I give unto my ſheep 
eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck 
them out of my hand, | | 


CHAP. XXXV. and CHAP. XXXVI. 1—15. 


We have here the judgment of mount Seir, or Edom, for their 
hatred of Tjfrael, and the temporal ſtate of Iſrael immediately 
after the captivity. | 
1 OREOVER the word of the Loxp came unto 
2 me, ſaying, Son of man, ſet thy face againſt 
3 mount Seir, and propheſy againſt it, And ſay unto it, 
Thus faith the Lord Gop ; Behold, O mount Seir, I 
[am] againſt thee, and I will ftretch out mine hand 
4 againſt thee, and I will make thee moſt deſolate. I 
will lay thy cities waſte, and thou ſhalt be deſolate, — 
L 2 ou 
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5 thou ſhalt know that I [am] the LoD. Becauſe thou 
haſt had a perpetual hatred, and haſt ſhed [the blood 
of] the children of Iſrael by the force of the fword in 
the time of their calamity, in the time [that their] int- 

6 quity [had] an end :* Therefore, [as] I live, faith the 
Lord Go, I will prepare thee unto blood, and blood 
ſhall purſue thee : fince thou haſt not hated blood, but 
delighted in it, even blood ſhall purſue thee ; others hall 
be as eager to ſhed thine as thou haſt been to ſbed their s. 

7 Thus will I make mount Seir moſt deſolate, and cut off 
from it him that paſſeth out and him that returneth; 

8 there fhall be no travellers there. And I will fill his 
| mountains with his ſlain [men:] in thy hills, and in 
thy valleys, and in all thy rivers, ſhall they fall that 

9 are ſlain with the ſword. I will make thee perpetual 

deſolations, and thy cities ſhall not return: and ye ſhall 

10 know that 1 [am] the Loxp.” Becauſe thou haſt faid, 

© Theſe two nations and theſe two countries ſhall be mine, 
and we will poſſeſs it; whereas the Logp was there; 
hoped to poſſeſs the whole in time, tho" it was the Lord's 

11 peculiar inheritance : Therefore, [as] I live, faith the 
Lord Gov, I will even do according to thine anger, 

and according to thine envy which thou haſt uſed out of 

thy hatred againſt them; and I will make myſelf known 

12 among them when I have Jadged thee. And thou 

_ ſhalt know that I ſam] the Lox , ſand that] I have 
heard all thy blaſphemies which thou haſt ſpoken againſt 
the mountains of Iſrael, ſaying, They are laid della te, 

13 they are given us to conſume, Thus with your mouth 
ye have boaſted againſt me, were guilty of blaſphemy 
againſt the God of 1fraet, as tvell as of unbindneſ to them, 

| and 


* The old hatred between their anceſtors, Eſau and Jacob, con- 
tinued between their poſterity; and when the iniquity of Iſrael 
was full, and judgment was come upon them, then in a coward! 
manner they fell upon them, and took advantage of their . 
ſtate to injure them. | 

This was remarkably accompliſhed ; they were driven out of 
their own country by a neighbouring nation, and afterwards ſet- 
tled in the ſouthern parts of Judea: and in the time of the 
Maccabees were conquered, and forced to be circumciſed and be- 
come jews, By which means they were incorporated and loſt in 


I . that nation, ſo that we hear no more of chem. 


15 late. 
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and have multiplied your words againſt me: I have 


14 heard ſthem.) Thus faith the Lord Gop ; When the 


whole earth rejoiceth, hat is, the whole land of Canaan, 


or other nations reſtored by Cyrus, I will make thee deſo- 
As thou didit rejoice at the inheritance of the 


houſe of Iſrael, becauſe it was deſolate, fo will I do 


unto thee : thou ſhalt be deſolate, O mount Seir, and 


all Idumea, [even] all of it: and they ſhall know that 
I [ſam] the Lox. | 
ChAP. XXX VI. Alfo, thou ſon of man, propheſy unto 
the mountains of Iſrael, to the inhabitants of them, and 
the country round about, as mount Seir and all Idumea, as 
in the former chapter; or rather, (the country being 42 . 
lated) he is commanded to addreſs the mountains, and ay, 
Ye mountains of Iſrael, hear the word of the Logo : 
Thus faith the Lord Gop; Becauſe the enemy hath 


faid againſt you, Aha, even the antient high places are 


our's 2 poſſeſſion: Therefore propheſy and ſay, Th 
ſaith the Lord Gop; Becauſe they have made (pod 
deſolate, and ſwallowed you up on every fide, that ye 
might be a poſſeſſion unto the reſidue of the heathen, 


and ye are taken up in the lips of talkers, and [are] an 


infamy of the people, à H- word and a reproach to them : 
4 Therefore, ye mountains of Iſrael, hear the word of 
the Lord Gop; Thus faith the Lord Gop to the 
- mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to 
the valleys, to the deſolate waſtes, and to the cities 
that are forſaken, which became a prey and de- 
riſion to the reſidue. of the heathen that [are] round 
about; particularly to thoſe who were left after the general 
5 deſolation that was made by the king of Babylon; There- 
fore thus faith the Lord Gop ; Surely in the fire of my 
jealouſy have I ſpoken againſt the reſidue of the heathen, 
and againſt all Idumea, which have appointeq, my land 
into their poſſeſſion, with the joy of all [their] heart, 
6 with deſpiteful minds, to caſt it out for a prey. Pro- 
pheſy therefore concerning the land of Ifrael, and ſay 
unto the mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and 
to the valleys, Thus faith the Lord Gop; Behold, I 
have ſpoken in my jealouſy and in my fury, becauſe 
L 3 ye 
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ye have borne the ſhame of the heathen : Therefore 
tus faith the Lord Gop; I have lifted up mine hand, 
Surely the heathen that [are] about you, they ſhall 
$ bear their ſhame. But ye, O mountains of Iſrael, ye 
ſhall ſhoot forth your branches, and yield your fruit to 
my people of Iſrael ; for they are at hand to come from 
9 Babylon to their own land. For, behold, I [am] for 
you, and I will turn unto you, and ye ſhall be tilled 
10 and ſown: And I will multiply men upon you, all the 
. _ © houſe of Iſrael, [even] all of it: and the cities ſhall be 
A inhabited, and the waſtes, the caſtles and fortified places, 
x 11 ſhall be builded: And I will multiply upon you man 
and beaſt; and they ſhall increaſe and bring fruit : and 
I will ſettle you after your old eſtates, and will do bet- 
| ter [unto you] than at your beginnings: and ye ſhall 
12 know that I ſam] the Loa Dp. Yea, I will cauſe men to 
walk upon you, O mountains, [even] my people Iſrael; 
and they ſhall poſſeſs thee, and thou ſhalt be their in- 

heritance, and thou ſhalt no more henceforth berea 
13 them [of men.] Thus faith the Lord Gop; Becauſe 
they ſay unto you, Thou {land] devoureſt up men; 
thou art an unlucky country, always afflited with one judg- 
14 ment or another, and haſt bereaved thy nations; There- 
fore thou ſhalt devour men no more, neither bereave 
15 thy nations any more, faith the Lord Go Neither 
will I cauſe [men] to hear in thee the ſhame of the hea- 
then any- more, neither ſhalt thou bear the reproach of 
the people any more, neither ſhalt thou cauſe thy na- 
tions to fall any more, ſaith the Lord Gov. Theſe promiſes 
were defigned to animate the people to leave their comfortable 
/ ſettlements in Babylon, where moſt of them were horn, and 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1. E E the confirmation of Solomon's remark, that ke 
who is glad at calamity ſhall not go unpuniſbed. - The 
Edomites rejoiced in Iſrael's ruin, becauſe they expected to 
ſſeſs their land; but God here informs them how much 
he reſented and would puniſh their cruelty and ſelfiſhneſs, 
Thus, when men rejoice at the ſufferings of others, when 
they are likely to reap ſome advantages by it, it is highly 
diſpleafing to the God of love. When men ſuffer for'their 
fins, they are not to be inſulted; and the loſs and calamity of 
others, inſtead of giving us an illnatured pleaſure, ſhould 
excite our pity, and make us leſs fond of the world, fince 
its enjoy ments are ſo precarious, God will give perſecutors 
blood to drink; and make thoſe who rejoice in the deſola- 
tions of others, deſolate. 
2. We are taught that God heareth and remember- 
h all our words; eſpecially thoſe which we have ſpoken 
againſt him, or his people, v. 12, 13. and particularly, 
proud, boaſting, inſolent words, which ſhow a weak, vain, 
and finful heart. It is a remarkable phraſe, ch. xxxvi. 3. 
The lips of talkers. There are many who deſerye that name; 
have ſomething to ſay to, or of, every body; to ſhow their 
wit, vent their ſpleen, or rattle out mere impertinence. 
To prevent theſe irregularities of the tongue, let us re- 
member that God heareth our words, and obſerves how 
they have been multiplied: and that by our words we ſhall 
be juſtified or . Let this engage us 10 ſet @ watch 
at the door of our lips: for if any man among you ſeemeth to 
be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, that man's religion is 
van, | | 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 16, to the end. 


This part of the chapter refers to the ſpiritual fate of the jews, 
and their converſion, and reftoration to their own land, in 


the latter Gays. 
16 OREOVER the word of the Loxo came unto 
17 me, ſaying, Son of man, when the houſe of y 


Iſrael dwelt in their own land, they defiled it by their 
own way and by their doings, ho" it was a good and a 
holy land: their way was before me as the uncleanneſs 
of a removed woman, who could not enter God's courts; 

fo they were unfit for religious ſervices with idolatrous and 
18 polluted hearts, Wheretore I poured my fury upon 
them for the blood that they had ſhed upon the land, 
and for their idols [| wherewith] they had polluted it; 
murder and idolatry were their two greateſt ſins, and the 
19 true cauſe of their miſery : And I ſcattered them among 
the heathen, and they were diſperſed through the coun- 
tries: according to their way and according to their 
20 doings I judged them. And when they entered unto 
the heathen, whither they went, they profaned my 
holy name, when they ſaid to them, Theſe [are] the 
poopie of the Lorp, and are gone forth out of his 
and; by their ill behaviour they have given occaſion to the 
heathen to ſay, that Fehovah has done as little to defend his 
People as other gods have to defend their's, and canuot make 

21 good fus grant to them. But I had pity for mine holy 
name, which the houſe of Iſrael had profaned among 
22 the heathen, whither they went. Therefore ſay unto 
the houſe of Iſrael, Thus faith the Lord Gop; I do 
not [this] for your ſakes, © houſe of Iſrael, but for 
mine holy name's ſake, which ye have profaned among 

23 the heathen, whither ye went. And 1 will ſanctify my 
great name, which was profaned among the heathen, 
which ye have profaned in the midſt of them; and the 
heathen ſhall know that I [am] the Lonp, faith the 
Lord Gop, when I ſhall be ſanctified in you before 
their eyes; that is, manifeſt my perfections, and give glo- 

24 rious proofs of my power and goodneſs. For J will take 
| | you 
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you from among the heathen, and gather you out of 
all countries, and will bring you into your own land. 
25 Then will I ſprinkle clean water _= you, and ye ſhall 
be clean : from all your filthineſs, and from all your 
idols, will I cleanſe you; an allufion to legal pollutions, 
26 for which ſprinkling was appointed under the law, A new 


heart alſo will I give you, and a new ſpirit will I put 


within you: and I will take away the ſtony heart out 

of your fleſh, and I will give you an heart of fleſh; 4 
different and more excellent diſpoſition, and all that is vile 

27 ſhall be taken away. And 1 will put my ſpirit within 
you, and cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall 

28 keep my judgments, and do them.] And ye ſhall 
dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and ye 

29 ſhall be my people, and I will be your God. 1 will 
alſo fave you from all your uncleanneſſes: and I will 
call for the corn, and will increaſe it, and lay no famine 

30 upon you, And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, 
and the increaſe of the field, that ye ſhall receive no 
more reproach of famine among the heathen ; ſhall no 
more be upbraided with the barrenneſs of a land, relating to 

the fruitfulneſs of which ſo many promiſes have been given 
31 you, Then ſhall ye remember your own evil ways, and 
your. doings that [were] not good, and ſhall lothe 

| yourſelves in your own fight for your iniquities and 
for your abominations; divine mercies ſhall increaſe your 

32 repentance and ſelf abaſement, Not for your ſakes do I 
[this,] faith the Lord Gop, be it known unto you: be 
aſhamed and confounded for your own ways, O houſe 

of Iſrael ; a remarkable phraſe, intimating how prone men 

in general are, and the jews eſpecially were, to be conceited 

33 of their own merit. Thus ſaith the Lord Goo; In the 
day that I ſhall have cleanſed you from all your ini- 
re I will alſo cauſe [you] to dwell in the cities, and 

34 the waſtes ſhall be builded. And the deſolate land 
ſhall be tilled, whereas it lay deſolate in the fight of all 

35 that paſſed by. And they ſhall ſay, This land [that 
was] deſolate is become like the garden of Eden; and 
the waſte and deſolate and ruined cities [are become] 

36 fenced, [and] are inhabited. Then the heathen that 
are 


| 
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are left round about you ſhall know that I the Lorp 
build the ruined [places, and] plant that that was de- 
ſolate: I the Lord have ſpoken [it,] and I will do 
[it;] 4 promiſe yet to be fulfilled, as their country is ſtill de- 
37 ſolate in general, and has few inhabitants. Thus ſaith the 
Lord Gop; I will yet [for] this be enquired of by the 
houſe of Iſrael, to do [it] for them; it is their duty to 
aſk theſe mercies, and I will incline them to pray, and gi 
 , them gracious anſwers : J will increaſe them with men like 
38 aflock. As the holy flock, as the flock of Jeruſalem 
in her folemn feaſts; ſo ſhall the waſte cities be filled 
with flocks of men; the inhabitants ſhall be as numerous as 
the flocks which were driven up lo the temple at the ſolemn 
. feaſts to be ſacrificed: and they ſhall know that I [am] 
the b. | 
REFLECTIONS. 
0a} OW fad is it when God's profeſſing people oc- 
caſion his name to be blaſphemed ! The Iſrael- 
ites profaned his name among the heathen ; to whom they 
ſhould have been teachers of religion, and patterns of good 
works. Thus when men that profeſs religion and devoted- 
neſs to God are vicious, ſlaves to the world, diſhoneſt in 
their dealings, falſe to their word, proud, and illnatured, 
they cauſe religion to be evil ſpoken of. Let us therefore 
be tender of the honour of God and religion ; and behave 
ſo that we may adorn the dofrine of God, and our ſaviour 
Jeſus Cr | 
2, God's reaſons for mercy are drawn from himſelf, It 
is 2 remarkable expreſſion, v. 21. I had pity for my holy 
name; not for your ſakes do I this, faith the Lord. The jews 
were apt to be confident in their great lms A therefore 
ſo much is fajd to humble them. It is a fin which eaſily 
beſets even the beſt of men, to over rate their own virtues 
and merit, But God has no need of us ; when we have done 
all, we are unprofitable ſervants. His mercy is free; and 
the deepeſt humility becomes us. It is the deſign of his 
- goſpel to hide pride from man: to lead us to the merits of 
Chriſt, and to ſeek acceptance thro” him: never boaſting of 
ourſelves, but glorying only in the Lord, Y 
Fe 3. Let 
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3. Let us ſee and own the hand of God in all the ſup- 
plies and comforts of life. He multiplieth men and beaſts, 
and cauſeth the earth to yield its increaſe, There is a re- 


markable expreſſion to this purpoſe in v. 29. J will call for 


the corn, Plenty comes at God's call ; and he can as eafily 
take it away. We need often to be reminded of his 
univerſal providence ; that we may be thankful for his 
bounty; and whether we eat, or drink, or whatſoever wwe do, 


all fhould be done to the glory of God. 


4. We ſee the neceſſity of converſion, in order to be 
holy and happy. It is not ſufficient that men leave off 


\ ſome vices, and practiſe ſome virtues and that their exter- 
nal behaviour be ſober and regular; they muſt have 4 new 


heart ; an entire change, a religious principle withinz 4 
heart of fleſh ;, tender, humble, tractable to the commands, 
and ſubmiſſive to the will of God. Without this, they 
will never walk in his ſtatutes, and do thoſe things that are 
pleafing in his fight. We ſhould therefore examine our- 
ſelves, whether fach a change has paſſed in us; and earn- 
eſtly pray that God would create in us a clean heart, and renew 
a right ſpirit within us. 

5. God's goodneſs and grace to us ſhould fill us with 


| godly ſorrow and ſhame. The nature of true repentance is 


ere pointed out ; it ariſes from a remembrance of fin ; and 
conſiſts in lothing ourſelves, and in being grieved and diſ- 
pleaſed at our ſinful conduct. The more we ſee of God's 
purity, and the more we experience of his mercy, the more 
reaſon we have to be humbled before him. Let the goodneſs 
of God then lead us to ſuch repentance, and preſerve us from 
returning again to folly. 

6. God will be ſought unto, for the mercies which he 
hath promiſed, His promiſes are defigned to quicken, not 
to ſuperſede our prayers and endeavours. He commands 
us to ſeek him, and it is fit that we ſhould; as it is giving 
him glory by our faith in his promiſes, acknowledging our 
own unworthineſs, and is a means of bringing our minds 
to a proper frame to receive his favours. Los us then, 
while we believe his promiſes, continue in prayer for the 
accompliſhment of them, and watch thereunto with all 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 


This chapter treats of the ſame ſubject, in a beautiful and fioni- 


ficant vifion of the reſurrection of dry bones, and promiſes of 
the general reſtoration of the whole houſe of Iſrael, who ſhall 

enjoy both the land of Canaan, and the bleſſings of the goſpel, 

under the Meſſiah. : 

I HE hand of the Loxp was upon me, and car- 
ried me out in the ſpirit of the Logn, that is, in 

a Viſion or trance, and ſet me down in the midſt of the 


2 valley which [was] full of bones, And cauſed me to 


paſs by them round about: and, behold, [there were] 
very many in the open valley ; and, lo, [they were] 
very dry; as if ſome great battle had been fought there, 
and the bones were left unburied; which ſuppoſes the jews to 
be in as hopeleſs a condition as ſuch bones, and as unlikely to 


3 be recovered. And he ſaid unto me, Son of man, can 


theſe bones live? And I anſwered, O Lord Gop, thou 
knoweſt ; if thou art pleaſed to command them, they may. 
4 Again he faid unto me, Propheſy upon theſe bones, 
and ſay unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of 


5 the Lond. Thus faith the Lord Gop unto theſe 


bones; Behold, I will cauſe bregh to enter into you, 
6 and ye ſhall live: And I will lay finews upon you, and 
will bring up fleſh upon you, and cover you with ſkin, 
and put breath in you, -and ye ſhall live; and ye ſhall 


7 know that I ſam] the Loxn. Sol propheſied as I was 


_ commanded: and as I propheſied, there was a noiſe, 
and behold a ſhaking, or rattling nuſe, like that of bones 
ruſhing together, and the bones came together, bone to 

his bone; iat is, to its proper place in the body to which it 
belonged ; for the bones of the human body are ſo nicely fitted, 


8 that thoſe of one body will not ſuit another, And when I 


beheld, lo, the finews and the fleſh came up upon them, 
and the ſkin covered them above : but [there was] no 
9 breath in them, Then ſaid he unto me, Propheſy unto | 
the wind, propheſy, ſon of man, and ſay to the wind, 
or breath, Thus faith the Lord Gop; 7 from the 


four winds, O breath, and breathe upon theſe ſlain, 
| that 
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that they may live; or, breathe the vital. principle that 
10 wnites ſoul and body. So I propheſied as he commanded 
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, 
and ſtood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army; 


11 in a poſture of defence, and ready for ſervice. ' Then he 


ſaid unto me, Son of man, theſe bones are the whole 
houſe of Iſrael : behold, they ſay, Our bones are dried, 
and our hope is loſt: we are cut off for our parts; 
referring to their preſent deſpairing condition, they ſay, We are 
12 baniſhed for ever from one another and our land. There- 
fore propheſy, and ſay unto them, Thus faith the Lord 
Gop; Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, 
and cauſe you to come up out: of your graves, and 
bring you into the land of Iſrael ; you ſhall have liberty, 
ability, and inclination to return. This is illuſtrated by 
Rom. xi. 15, where the apoſtle ſpeaks of their return as life 
13 from the dead. And ye ſhall know that I [am] the 
LorD, when I have opened your graves, O my peo- 
14 ple, and brought you up out of your graves, And hall 
put my ſpirit in you, 4 ſpirit of repentance, piety, and 
zeal, and ye ſhall live, and I ſhall place you in your 
own land: then ſhall ye know that I the Logo have 
ſpoken it, and performed [it,] faith the Lorp, 
15 The word of the Lonp came again unto me, ſaying, 
16 Moreover, thou fon of man, take thee one ſtick, and 
write upon it, For Judah, and for the children of If. 
rael his companions; that is, Benjamin, and others that 
returned with im: then take another ſtick, and write 
upon it, For Joſeph, the ſtick of Ephraim, the head of 
- the ten tribes, and | for] all the houſe of Iſrael his com- 
17 panions: And join them one to another into one ſtick, 
put them end to end; and they ſhall, in @ miraculous man- 


18 zer, become one in thine hand. And when the child- 


ren of thy people ſhall ſpeak unto thee, ſaying, Wilt 

19 thou not ſhow us what thou [meaneſt] by theſe ? Say 
unto them, Thus faith the Lord Gop ; Behold, I will 
take the ſtick of Joſeph, which [is] in the hand of 
Ephraim, and the tribes of Iſrael his fellows, and will 
put them with him, ſeven] with the ſtick of Judah, 
and make them one ſtick, and they ſhall be one in mine 

a * hand; 
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hand; they ſhall be united in one body, and alſo in judgment 


20 and affettion and religious diſpoſition. And the flicks 


whereon thou writeſt ſhall be in thine hand before their 
Ny | 
21 2 ſay unto them, Thus faith the Lord Gop; 
Behold, I will take the children of Iſrael from among 
the heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather 
» them on every fide, and bring them into their own 
22 land: And I will make them one nation in the land 
upon the mountains of Iſrael; and one king ſhall be 


_ - king to them all: and they ſhall be no more two na- 


tions, neither ſhall they be divided into two kingdoms 
any more at all; they ſoall no longer be ſeparate kingdoms, 


23 nor have ſiparate intereſts: Neither ſhall they defile 


_ _ themſelves any more with their idols, nor with their 
deteſtable things, nor with any of their tranſgreflions : 


but I will fave them out of all their dwelling places, 


wherein they have finned, and will cleanſe them: fo 
ſhall they be my people, and I will be their God ; they 
ſhall be delivered from places of temptation, and live in per- 
24 felt harmory. And David my ſervant [ſhall be] king 
over them; and they all ſhall have one ſhepherd: they 
ſhall alſo walk in my judgments, and obſerve my fta- 

25 tutes, and do them. And they ſhall dwell in the land 
that I have given unto Jacob my ſervant, wherein your 
fathers have dwelt; and they ſhall dwell therein, [even] 
they, and their children, and their children's children 
for ever: and my ſervant David [ſhall be] their prince 

for ever; they ſhall never apoſtatize, as a nation, any more. 

26 Moreover | will make a covenant of with them, 
that is, the goſpel covenant, it ſhall an everlaſting 
covenant with-them: and I will place them, and mul- 

. tiply them, and will ſet my ſanctuary in the midſt of 
27 them for evermore. My tabernacle alſo ſhall be with 
them: yea, I will be their God, and they ſhall be my 


do 


* This intimates that the ten tribes are ſtill in being, and ſhall 


be recovered at laſt. ; | 
* This is applied by the apoſtle to the chriſtian church, to the 

eftabliſhment 1 chriſtian worſhip in it, and the tokens of 

divine preſence and favour, 2 Cor. vi. 16. 
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do ſanctify Iſrael, when my ſanctuary ſhall be in the 
midſt of them for evermore; that I am reconciled to them, 
and have again owned them as my people. 


- 


REFLECTIONS, 
I, HIS firſt viſion ſhould comfort us when religion 


is at the loweſt ebb, and circumſtances are moſt 
diſcouraging. What was more unlikely than a reſurrection 
of dry bones ? and what a more evident proof of a-divine 
power ? By that therefore God would repreſent the recove 
of Iſrael; and thus can he raiſe dead fouls to life. Miniſ- 
ters only propheſy to them ; God muſt command the ſpirit 
of life to enter into them. He can raiſe his own cauſe, when 
ſunk very low, when human wiſdom, piety, and zeal are 
nonpluſſed; if he exerts his own power, the moſt wonder- 
ful effects will be produced, When there ſeems to be 
nothing but ſpiritual death upon his churches he can revive 
them; for all things are of God. The conſideration of this 
ſhould ſupport our faith and hope; and animate our prayers 
that he would revive his work in the midſt of the years. 

2. It is very happy when peace and union are reſtored 
between thoſe who have been at variance, We have here 
a beautiful deſcription of the union of Iſrael and Judah. 
There ſhall be no claſhing diſtinction or ſeparation between 
them; Their common union to Chriſt their king, ſhall heal 
all their differences. It is happy when claſhing and envying 
between nations, churches, brethren, or neighbours, ceaſe ; 
when they are joined in affection, if not in judgment. God 
is to be ſought unto by prayer for ſo defirable an event; 
and every one ſhould contribute his part to it, by /aying 
afide enuy, malice, wrath, evil ſpeaking, and evil ſurmiſing ; 
paſſing by tranſgreſſions, and yielding for peace* ſake : and when 
this effect is produced, the hand of God is to be thank- 
fully acknowledged in it. For behold ! how good and how 
pleaſant a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity: 
and bleſſed are the peacemakers, for they ſhall be called the 
children of God. | 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. XXXVIII. 


The ſublime prophecy contained in- this and the following chapter, 
concerning 1ſraePs viflory over Gog and Magog, relates to a 
period ſtill very diſtant, and is therefore very obſcure. It begins 
with repreſenting a prodigious armament of many nations com- 
bined together under the conduct of Gog, ( ſuppoſed, with great 
probability, to mean the Turks, who originally ſprung from the 
Tartars, a race of Scythtans, wwho had their origin from Magog 
the ſon of Fapheth, ) all together attacking the Fews, after hav- 
ing been for ſome time reſeltled in their land conſequent to their 
return from the general diſperſion. Theſe enemies are repreſented 
es making themſelves ſure of the ſpoil, and mercantile nations 
as already come to their camp to purchaſe it, (1—4.) In this 
®  onitical juntture, when the cloud is ready to burſt over Tjrael, 
God appears 10 execute, by terrible judgments, the vengeance 
- threatened againſt theſe enemies of his people. The prophet, in 
terms borrowed from the human paſſions, deſcribes with awful 
emphaſis his fury, as coming up to his face, and the effefts of 
it as ſo dreadful, as to make all the animate and inanimate 
creation tremble, and even the whole frame of nature to be 
convulſed with terror.” © | 


1 A ND the word of the Loxo came unto me, ſaying, 
2 A Son of man} ſet thy face againſt Gog, the land 


F bf Magog, the chief prince of Meſhech and Tubal, and 
1 5 3 propheſy againſt him, And ſay, Thus ſaith the Lord 
iy | God; Behold, I [am] againſt thee, O Gog, the chief 
1-1 4 prince of Meſhech and Tubal: And I will turn thee 
J | ck, and put hooks into thy jaws, as a fiſherman hooks 
3X a fiſþ, and 1 will bring thee forth, and all thine army, 
| horſes, and horſemen, all of them clothed with all 
| LY forts [of armour, even] a great company [with] buck- 
| | 5 lers and ſhields, all of them handling ſwords : Perſia, 
* Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them with 
I. [ | 6. ſhield and helmet: Gomer, and all his bands; the 
. _ © houſe of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all his 
7 bands: [and] many people with thee. Be thou pre- 
pared, and prepare for thyſelf, thou, and all thy com- 


n 
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pany that are aſſembled unto thee, and be thou a guard 
unto them; I know thou wilt make the beſt preparation 
thou canſt, which yet I ny hey? deride thee for. 

8 After many days thou ſhalt be viſited, hat is, puniſi- 
ed: in the latter years, toward the end of the world, 
after the thouſand years are expired, (Rev. xx. 8.) thou 

- ſhalt come into the land [that is] brought back from 
the ſword, that is, delivered from their long diſperſion, 
[and is] gathered out of man people, againft, or rather, 
unto the mountains of Iſrael, which have been always 
waſte ; or long deſolate, fince the time of the Romans: but 
it is brought forth out of the nations, and they ſhall 
dwell ſafely all of them; or rather, they have for à time 

9 diwwelt ſafely, Thou ſhalt aſcend and come like a ſtorm, 
thou ſhalt be like a cloud to cover the land, thou, and 

10 all thy bands, and many le with thee. Thus 
faith the Lord Gop; It ſh o come to pals, [that] 
at the ſame time ſhall things come into thy mind, 

11 and thou ſhalt think an evil thought : And thou ſhalt 
ſay, I will go up to the land of unwalled villages ; 1 
will go to them that are at reſt, that dwell ſafely, all of 
them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars 
nor gates; the jews ſhall not fortify their towns, but ſhall 


12 truſt to divine protection; To take a ſpoil, and to take a 


prey; to turn thine hand upon the deſolate places [that 
are now] inhabited, and upon the people [that are} ga- 
thered out of the nations, which have gotten cattle and 

13 goods, that dwell in the midſt of the land. Sheba, and 
Dedan, -and the merchants of Tarſhiſh, with all the 
young lions thereof, tyrannical princes and oppreſſive mer- 
chants, ſhall ſay unto thee, Art thou come to take a 
ſpoil ? haſt thou gathered thy company to take a prey ? 
to carry away filver and gold, to take away cattle and 
goods, to take a great ſpoil ? they ſhall come to your camp 
as to a market, to purchaſe the plunder of the jews. 

14 Therefore, ſon of man, propheſy and ſay unto Gog, 
Thus faith the Lord Gop; In that day when my peo- 
ple of Iſrael dwelleth ſafely, ſhalt thou not know [it,] 
and take advantage of it? yet thou ſhalt know to thy coſt, 

at they. dwoell ſafely, the" thou thinkeſt they dwell more er- 
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upp And thou ſhalt, come from thy place out of 
the north parts, thou, and many people with thee, all 
of them riding upon horſes, a great company, and a 
16 mighty, army: And thou ſhalt come up. againſt my 
people of Irael, as à cloud to cover the 1 it ſhall 
de in the latter days, and I will bring thee againſt my 
land, that the heathen. may know me, when 1 ſhall be 


| 17 Gandlified in thee, O Gog, before their eyes. Thus 


- faith the Lord Goo; {Art}. thou he, ar rather, Art 
. nel he, of whom 1 have ſpoken in old time by m my 
ts the prophets of Iſrael, vhich propheſied in tho 
_— [many |. years that I would bring. thee againſt 
ae „ them? there are Many. Prophecies that foretell the deſtruction 
lle future. enenties e Iſrael, the prophets all harmonize 
is. an this, as they all ſpake.by the. ſame ſpirit. And it ſhall 
come to paſs at the ſame time When Gog ſhall come 
againſt the land of Iſtael, faith the Lord G God, [that] 
— my fury ſhall come up in my face. For in my jealouſy 
wt ].in the fire of my wrath have I ſpoken, Surely in 
day there ſhall be a great ſhaking. in the land of 
20 Iſrael 55 that the fiſhes of the ſea, and the fowls of 
at the heaven, and the beaſts, of the field, and all cree 
ing things that creep upon the earth, and all the 
men that [are] upon the face of the earth, ſhall | 


„ ſhake, at my preſence and the mountains tall he. 


f 15 thrown doun, and the ſteep places ſhall. fall, 
eyery wall ſhall, fall to the Aer z there all — uni- 
4 3 terror. and confuſan. And 1 will call for a ſword 
againſt him, throughout all my mountains, ſaith the 
Lord Gon, every man's ſword ſhall be againſt his bro- 
22, ther; their. eneues ſhall flay ont another. And I will 
$4 e againſt him with peſtilence and with blood; and 1 
Vill rain — 7 him, and upon his bands, and upon the 
= „many people that, Care] with him, an overflowing rain, 
and great hailſtones, fire, and brimſtone, /ike Sodom. So 
ii is ſaid; Rev. . g. fre from heaven, devoured them, 
43 Thus will L magnify, myſelf, and ſanctify myſelf; and 
Iwill be known in the eyes of many nations, and they 
- ſhall know that 1 [am]: the Logo ; his defrudiion ſhall 


dmautribute wu the ſpread 1 the goſpel. 
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I, O D knows the evil thoughts which his enemies 

| think againſt him and his church, v. 10. Even 
of thoſe enemies that are yet to be born. He foreſees what 
they will think, and how they will a&, and has foredeter- 
mined what he will do with them. When ambitious, re- 
vengeful, malicious thoughts come into men's minds, God 
ſees them; he knows all their defigns afar off. This 
ſhould afford encouragement” to his people, viz. that he 
knows what their enemies are contriving, and is able to 
defeat it; and ſhould be a caution to us all to hate vain 
thoughts, and keep our hearts with all Agence. 11: 24 Gy, 

2. Obſerve the influence of God over the human mind, 
and how it is expreſſed. He is ſaid to bring up theſe ene- 
mres: not that he ftirs up evil thoughts in men, but per- 
mits them to indulge and purſue them; he does not re- 
ſtrain them, as it is their own act and fault to indulge them; 
and the permiſſion he gives them, is only to make their 
deſtruction, and the falvation of his people, the more 

3. The defign of God in all ſuch events is, his own 


glory; that is, the diſplay of his perfections and the ad- 


vancement of his intereſt, ſee u, 23. He magnifies and 
ſanctifies himſelf; he cauſes the Kent to praiſe him ; 


and thus be is known among the nations; his knowledge, 


fear, and ſer vice, are promoted among them. This great 
end is carrying on by means which to us may ſeem leaſt 
likely to effect it; yea, by means that ſeem even to oppoſe 
it, This ſhould encourage our hearts amidft ſcenes of con- 
fuſion and defolation z and lead us to pray that is name 
may be hellowed and magnified timo all the enrth. 


V 


„ TZEC1EL: xxx. 


CHAP. XXXIX. 


The prophet goes on to denounce the ju ments of God againſt the 
formidable enemies of his * people. He particularly - 
deſcribes TſraeÞs victory, Gog's fall and burial, and the feaſt 
. the fotuls. 


HEREFORE, thou ſon of a Lon 
againſt Gog, and ſay, Thus faith 

Gov; Behold, I [am] againſt thee, O Gog, the chief 
2 prince of Meſhech and Tubal: And 1 | turn thee 
ck, and leave but the fixth part of thee, or, ſtriłe 
lee with fix plagues, and will cauſe thee, or rather, after 
1 have cauſed thee, do come up from the north parts, 
and will bring thee, or, - have brought thee, upon the 
3. mountains of Iſrael : And I will ſmite thy bow out of 
thy left hand, and will cauſe thine arrows to fall out of 
4 i right hand, Thou ſhalt fall upon the mountains 
Iſrael, thou, and all thy bands, and the people that 
lis] with thee: I will give thee unto the ravenous birds 
7 of every ſort, and [to] the beaſts of the field to be 
5 devoured. "Thou ſhalt fall upon the open field: for I 
6 have ſpoken [it,] faith the Lord Gon. And I will 
ſend a fire on Magog, and among them that dwell 
e e FOR; in the iſles: and they ſhall 

7 know 1 lam] the Lond. So will 1 make m 
holy name known in the midſt by 2 people lirae), 
__ they ball know more g my power, goo ae” and faithful. 
8 ., neſs, than they ever did before, and I will not [let them] 
pollute my holy 52 any more; I will of wats hem 
thoſe fins, - by which they ormerly pollute 
2 heathen ſhall know chat | (am the Lon, the 

Holy One in Irael. 

$ Behold, it is come, = it is done, ſaith the Lord 
God; this ſis] the day whereof I have ſpoken : à re- 
markable phraſe ; the prophet ſpeaks of it as come and done, 
tho" many thouſand years were to elapſe before it was to hap- 
92 And they that dwell in the cities of Iſrael ſhall go 
and ſhall ſet on fire and burn the weapons, both 
the ſhields and the bucklers, the bows 3 
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and the hand ſtaves, and the ſpears, and they ſhall burn 
them with fire ſeven years; or make uſe of them for fuel 
to for a long time, ſo many ſhall they be. So that they ſhall 
take no wood out of the field, neither cut down [any] 
out of the foreſts; for they ſhall burn the weapons 
with fire: and they ſhall ſpoil thoſe that ſpoiled them, 
and rob thoſe that robbed them; faith the Lord Gop. 

11 And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, [that] I will 
give unto Gog a place there of graves in Iſrael, the 
valley of the paſſengers on the eaſt of the ſea: and it 
ſhall ſtop the [noſes] of the paſſengers ; or, the paſſengers 
Shall ſtop their noſes to avoid the ftench ; and there ſhall 
they bury Gog and all his multitude : and they ſhall 
call [it,] The valley of Hamon-gog, that is, the mul- 

12 titude y Ger And ſeven months ſhall the houſe of 

| Iſrael be burying of them, that they may cleanſe the 

13 land. Yea, all the people of the land ſhall bury 
{them;] and it ſhall be to them a renown in the day 
that I ſhall be glorified, faith the Lord Gop z it ſhall be 

an honour to them, tho" a mean and diſagreeable 4 , 
becauſe they were enemies of God's Iſrael, and they did it 
14 out of concern for the purity of the land. And they ſhall 
+ * fever out men of continual employment, paſling 
through the land to bury with the paſſengers, with their 

_ help and aſſiſtance, thoſe that remain upon the face of 
the earth, to cleanſe it: after the end of ſeven months 
15 ſhall they ſearch. And the paſſengers (that] paſs 
through the land, when [any] ſeeth a man's bone, then 
ſhall he ſet up a ſign by it, till the buriers have buried 

it in the valley of Hamon-gog ; if they cannot ſtay to do 

it themſelves, they ſhall leave ſome mark that men may not 

16 touch it and be defiled. And alſo the name of the city in 
that valley, [ihall be] Hamonah, or, Multitude, in 
— F this deſtruction. Thus ſhall they cleanſe the 


17 And, thou ſon of man, Thus faith the Lord God; 
Speak unto every feathered fowl, and to every beaſt of 
the field, Aſſemble yourſelves, and come; gather your- 
ſelves on every fide to my ſacrifice that I do facrifice for 


you, [even] a great ſacrifice upon the mountains of Iſ- 
EY 2 - _-rach 
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18: rael, that ye may eat fleſh, and drink blood. Ye ſhall 
ent the fleſh of the mighty, and drink the blood of the 
princes of the earth, of rams, of lambs, and of goats, 
of bullocks, perſons of all ranks and degrees, all ot them 
19 fatlings of Baſhan, And ye ſhall eat fat till ye be full, 
and drink blood till ye be drunken, of my ſacrifice 
20 which I have ſacrificed for you. Thus ye ſhall be filled 
at my table with horſes and chariots, wi he riders on 
and in them, with mighty men, and with all men of 
war, ſaith the Lord Gop,* - * 
21 And 1 will ſet my glory among the heathen, and all 
the heathen ſhall ſee my judgment that I have executed, 
22 and my hand that I have laid upon them. So the houſe 
of Iſrael ſhall know that I [am] the Loxp their God 
from that day and forward, 10 the end of the world.* 
23 And the heathen ſhall know that I was not over potoered 
S other deities, but that the houſe of Iſrael went into 
. * captivity for their iniquity : becauſe they treſpaſſed 
againſt me, therefore hid I my face from them, and 
gave them into the hand of their enemies: ſo fell they 
24 all by the ſword. According to their uncleanneſs and 
r according to their tranſgreſſions have I done unto them, 
and hid my face from them. | 
25 Therefore, or rather, notwithſtanding I have thus 
© Pumped them for their fins, thus faith the Lord Gop; 
Now- will I bring again the captivity of Jacob, and 
haye mercy upon the whole houſe of Iſrael, and will 
206 be jealous for my holy name; After that they have 
borne their ſhame, and all their treſpaſſes whereby they 
have treſpaſſed againſt me, when they dwelt ſafely in 
27 their land, and none made them] afraid. When I 
have brought them again from the people, and gather- 
ed them out of their enemies? lands, and am ſanctified 
28 in them in the fight of many nations; Then ſhall they 
| know 
It is with peculiar art and propriety that the prophet delays 
the ſummoning of all the birds and beaſts of prey in nature, to 
feaſt on the - By (in alluſion to the cuſtom of fealting on the 
remainder of the ſacrifices) till af er the greater multitudes are 
buried;#; to intimate that even the remainder, and, as it were, 


rhe Fraggiers from ſuch mighty holts, would be more than enough 
to ſatisfy their utmoſt rapacity. Dr. Sur u. 
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know that I [am] the Loxp their God, which cauſed 
them to be led into captivity among the heathen : but 

I have gathered them unto their own land, and have 
left none of them any more there, hat is, in captivity, 

29 all ſhall return. Neither will I hide my face any more 
from them: for I have poured out my ſpirit upon the 
houſe of Iſrael, faith the Lord GoD; thty hall never 
apoſtatize any more, but my ſpirit ſhall be plentifully commu- 
nicated, and I will preſerve them from falling. This is a 
plain proof that it cannot refer to their return from Babylon, 
or to any other circumſtance that hath yet happened to the 


Jewiſh people. 
| REFLECTIONS. 


ef E are led to infer from hence, that thoſe who 
| rightly know God's name, will not pollate it, 
v. 7. It is ignorance of God's name that leads men to 
ſwear and curſe by it; to blaſpheme it, and ſpeak irrever- 
ently of it. They are either ignorant of him, or forget 
who and what he is, or they would never fo much as take 
his name in vain. It ſhould be our defire to know his 
name, his attributes and perfections, by ſtudying his works 
and word; that we may maintain an holy awe of him, 
and neither by our tongues or actions diſhonour his name, 
or give occaſion to others to ſpeak evil of it. 

2. From this prophecy of cleanſing the land, we may 
learn how unanimous and active we ought to be in reform- 
ing our country. Sin is much more polluting than dead 
carcaſes and bones; it is a moral pollution; its higheſt re- 
proach, and threatens its ruin. All therefore, who fear 
God and love their country, ſhould join heartily to cleanſe 
the land. This will be to our renown, when, in conſe- 

. quence of our pious, zealous attempts, God ſhall be glo- 
rified. It will be our honour to riſe up for him againſt the 
workers of iniquity. Let us alſo pray that God would 
purge away the filth of our land, that we may be an holy people 
to the Lord. | 

3. The beſt evidence of God's favour, the ſureſt proof 


that he is reconciled to any perſon, is his pouring out his 
| M 4” ſpirit 
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ſpirit to promote this purity and zeal, v. 29. This is the 

| = — of - na or even — 2 and it 
is the greateſt bleſſing;; for it relates to the ſoul and eter- 

nity; and will be the ſource of ſubſtantia] pleaſure and 

happineſs. This therefore we ſhould earneſtly defire, and 

never quench or grieve the ſpirit of God, that we may 

walk continually in the light of his countenance. 


C HAP. XL. 


Contains ExzekiePs viſion of the model of a city, and of an angel 
with a line and meaſuring reed taking the dimenſions of the 
1 N the five and twentieth year of our captivity, in 
the beginning of the year, in the tenth [day] of 
month, in the fourteenth year after that the city 
was ſmitten, in the ſelf ſame day the hand of the Lox o 

2 was upon me, and brought me thither. In the viſions 
of God brought he me into the land of Iſrael, and ſet 

me upon a very high mountain, by which [was] as the 

3 frame of a city on the ſouth. And he brought me 
thither, and, behold, [there was] a man, whole ap- 
pearance [ was] like the appearance of braſs, with a line 
of flax in his hand, and a meaſuring reed ; and he ſtood 

4 in the gate. And the man ſaid unto me, Son pf man, 
behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears, and ſet 
thine heart upon all that I ſhall ſhow thee ; for to the 
intent that I might ſhow {them] unto thee [art] thou 
brought hither : declare all that thou ſeeſt to the houſe 

5 of Iiracl, And behold a wall on the outſide of the 
houſe round about, and in the man's hand a meaſuring 
reed of fix cubits (long) by the cubit and an hand- 
breadth ; fo he meaſured the breadth of the building, 
one reed; and the height, one reed, 

G6 Then came he unto the gate which looketh toward 
the eaſt, and went up the Hir thereof, and meaſured 
the threſhold of the gate, [which was] one reed broad; 

| and 


See the introduction to chap. xlvii. 
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and the other threſhold of the gate, which was] one 
7 reed broad. And [ev ] little chamber [was] one 
reed long, and one reed broad; and between the little 
chambers [were] five cubits ; and the threſhold of the 
gate by the h of the gate within [was] one reed. 

8 He meaſured alſo the porch of the gate within, one 
9 reed, Then meaſured he the porch of the gate, eight 
cubits; and the poſts thereof, two cubits ; and the 

10 porch of the gate [was] inward. And the little cham- 
— of the gate eaſtward [were] three on this fide, and 
three on that fide; they three [were] of one meaſure : 
and the poſts had one meaſure on this fide and on that 

11 fide. And he meaſured the breadth of the entry of the 
gate, ten cubits; [and] the length of the gate, thirteen 

12 cubits, The ſpace alſo before the little chambers [was] 
one cubit [on this ſide,] and the ſpace | was] one cubit 
on that fide: and the little chambers [were] fix cubits 

13 on this fide, and fix cubits on that fide. He meaſured 
then the gate from the roof of [one] little chamber to 
the roof of another: the breadth [was] five and twen- 

14 ty cubits, door againſt door. He made alſo poſts of 
core cubits, even unto the poſt of the court round 

- 15 about the gate. And from the face of the gate of the 
entrance unto the face of the porch of the inner gate 

16 [were] fifty cubits. And [there were] narrow windows 
to the little chambers, and to their poſts within the gate 
roundabout, and likewiſe to the arches ; and windows 
[were] round about inward: and upon [each] poſt 

17 [were] palm trees. Then brought he me into the out- 
. ward court, and, lo, [there were] chambers, and a 
pavement made for the court round about: thirty 

18 chambers [were] upon the pavement. And the pave- 
ment by the fide of the gates over againſt the length 

19 of the gates [was] the lower pavement. Then he mea- 


{ured the breadth from the forefront of the lower gate 


unto the forefront of the inner court without, an 
hundred cubits eaſtward and northward. 
20 And the gate to the outward court that looked to- 
ward the north, he meaſured the length thereof, and 
21 the breadth thereof, And the little chambers thereof 


[were 
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- + [were] three on this fide and three on that ſide; and 

the poſts thereof and the arches thereof were after the 
meaſure of the firſt gate: the length thereof [was] fifty 

22 cubits, and the breadth five and twenty cubits. And 

their windows, and their arches, and their palm trees, 
[were] after the meaſure of the gate that looketh to- 
ward the eaſt; and they went up unto it by ſeven ſteps; 

23 and the arches thereof [were]. before them. And the 

gate of the inner court [was] over againſt the gate to- 
ward the north, and toward the eaſt; and he meaſured 
from gate to gate an hundred cubits. 

24 Aſter that he brought me toward the ſouth, and 
behold a gate toward the ſouth: and he meaſured the 
poſts thereof and the arches thereof according to theſe 

25 meaſures. And there were] windows in it and in the 
arches thereof round about, like thoſe windows: the 

length [was] fifty cubits, and the breadth ſive and 

26 twenty cubits. And [there were] ſeven ſteps to go up 
to it, and the arches thereof [were] before them : and 

it had palm trees, one on this fide, and another on that 
fide, upon the poſts thereof. | 074 44 

27 And [there was] a gate in the inner court toward the 
ſouth: and he meaſured from gate to gate toward the 

28 ſouth an hundred cubits. And he brought me to the 
inner court by the ſouth gate: and he meaſured the 

29 ſouth gate according to theſe meaſures. And the little 
chambers thereof, and the poſts thereof, and@he arches 
thereof, according to theſe meaſures : and | there were 

- windows in it and in the arches thereof round about: 
fit was] fifty cubits long, and five and twenty cubits 

30 broad. And the arches round about [were] five and 

31 twenty cubits long, and five cubits broad: And the arches 
thereof [were] toward the utter court ; and palm trees 
[were] upon the poſts thereof: and the going up to it 
[had] eightfteps. | 


32 And he brought me into the inner court toward the 


eaſt: and he meaſured the gate according to theſe mea- 


33 fures. And the little chambers thereof, and the poſts 


thereof, and the arches thereof, [were] according to 


theſe meaſures : and [there were] windows therein and 
in 
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in the arches thereof round about: [ it was] fifty cubits 


34 long, and five and twenty cubits broad. And the 
\ arches thereof, [were] toward the outward court; and 


palm trees [were] upon the poſts thereof, on this fide, 
and on that fide: and the going up to it [had] eight 


ſteps. 
35 And he brought me to the north gate, and meaſured 
36 [it] according to theſe meaſures; The little chambers 
thereof, the poſts thereof, and the arches thereof, 
and the windows to it round about: the length [ was 
fifty cubits, and the breadth five and twenty cubits. 
37 And the poſts thereof [were] toward the utter court; 


and palm trees [were] upon the poſts- thereof, on this 


fide, and on that fide: and the going up to it had] 


| 38 eight ſteps. And the chambers and the entries thereof 


[were] by the poſts of the gates, where they waſhed 
the burnt offering. 


39 And in the porch of the gate [were] two tables on 


this fide, and two tables on that fide, to ſlay thereon 
the burnt offering and the fin offering and the treſpaſs 

40 offering. And at the fide without, as one goeth up to 
the entry of the north gate, [were] two tables; and on 
the other fide, which [was] at the porch of the gate, 
41 [were] two tables. Four tables [were] on this fide, 
and four tables on that fide, by the fide of the gate; 
eight tables, whereupon they flew [their ſacrifices.] 
42 And the four tables | were] of hewn ſtone tor the burnt 
offering, of a cubit and an half long, and a cubit and 

an halt broad, and one cubit high: whereupon alſo 
they laid the inſtruments wherewith they flew the burnt 
43 offering and the ſacrifice. And within [were] hooks, 
an hand broad, faſtened round about: and upon the 
tables [was] the fleſh of the offering. | 

44 And without the inner gate [were] the chambers of 
the ſingers in the inner court, which [was] at the fide 

of the north gate; and their proſpe& | was] toward the 
ſouth: one at the fide of the eaſt gate [having] the 


45 proſpect toward the north. And he ſaid unto me, 


This chamber, whoſe. proſpect [is] toward the ſouth, 
[is) for the prieſts, the keepers of the charge of the 
houſe. 


— — — 
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46 houſe. And the chamber whoſe proſpect [is] toward 
the north [is] for the prieſts, the keepers of the charge 
of the altar : theſe [are] the ſons of Zadok among the 

ſions of Levi, which come near to the Lord to miniſter 

47 unto him, So he meaſured the court, an hundred 
cubits long, and an hundred cubits broad, fourſquare ; 

and the altar [that was] before the houſe. 

48 And he brought me to the porch of the houſe, and 
meaſured [each | poſt of the porch, five cubits on this 
fide, and five cubits on that fide : and the breadth of 

the gate [was] three cubits on this fide, and three cubits 

49 on that fide. The length of the porch [was] twenty 
cubits, and the breadth eleven cubits ; and [he brought 

me] by the ſteps whereby they went up to it: and [there 
were] pillars by the poſts, one on this fide, and an- 
other on that fide, | 
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| CHAP. XLI. 
The meaſurement of the parts, chambers, and ornaments of tht 
Foy temple deſcribed in the preceding chapter. 


1 FTER WARD he brought me to the temple, and 


meaſured the poſts, fix cubits broad on the one 
ſide, and fix cubits broad on. the other fide, [which 
2 was] the breadth of the tabernacle. And the breadth 
of the door [was] ten cubits; and the fides of the door 
[were] five cubits on the one fide, and five cubits on 
the other fide: and he meaſured the length thereof, 
3 forty cubits : and the breadth, twenty cubits. Then 
went he inward, and meaſured the poſt of the door, two 
cubits; and the door, fix cubits; and the breadth of 
4 the door, ſeven cubits. So he meaſured the le 
thereof, twenty cubits ; and the breadth, twenty cubits, 
before the temple : and he faid unto me, This [1s] the 


5 moſt holy place.] After he meaſured the wall of the 


houſe, fix cubits; and the breadth of [every] fide 
chamber, four cubits, round about the houſe on every 

7 fide. And the fide chambers | were] three, one over 
| another, 
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- another, and thirty in order; and they entered into the 


wall {which [was] of the houſe for the fide chambers 


round about, that they might have hold, but they had 

7 not hold in the wall of the houſe. And [there was] an 
enlarging, and a winding about ſtill upward to the fide 
chambers : for the winding about of the houſe went till 
upward round about the houſe: therefore the breadth 
of the houſe [was till] upward, and fo increaſed [from] 
$ the loweſt [chamber] to the higheſt by the midſt, I 
ſaw alſo the height of the houſe round about: the 
foundations of the fide chambers | were] a full reed of 

9 fix t cubits. The thickneſs of the wall, which 
[was] for the fide chamber without, [was] five cubits : 
and that which [was] left [was] the place of the fide 
10” chambers that [were] within. And between the cham- 
bers [was] the wideneſs of twenty cubits round about 

11 the houſe on every fide, And the doors of the fide cham- 
bers [were] toward {| the place that was] left, one door 
toward the north, and another door toward the fouth : 


and the breadth. of the place that was left [was] five 


12 cubits round about. Now the building that f was] be- 
fore the ſeparate place at the end —. the weſt [was] 
ſeventy cubits broad; and the wall of the buildin 
[was] five cubits thick round about, and the lengt 

13 thereof ninety cubits. So he meaſured the houſe an 
hundred cubits long; and the ſeparate place, and the 
building, with the walls thereof, an hundred cubits 

14 long; Alſo the breadth of the face of the houſe, and of 
the ſeparate place toward the eaft, an hundred cubits. 


15 And he meaſured the length of the building over 


_ the ſeparate place which 1 behind it, and 
galleries thereof on the one ſide and on the other 
fide, an hundred cubits, with the inner temple, and 
16 the porches of the court; The door poſts, and the 
narrow windows, and the galleries round about on 
their three tories, over againſt the door, cieled with 
wood round about, and from the ground up to the 
17 windows, and the windows [were] covered; To that 
above the door, even unto the inner houſe, and with- 
out, and by all the wall round about within and with- 

| out; 
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18 out, by meaſure. And [it was] made with cherubims 
and palm trees, ſo that a palm tree [was] between a 
cherub and a cherub, and [every] cherub had two 
19 faces; So that the face of a man [was] toward the 
palm tree on the one fide, and the face of a young hon 
toward the palm tree on the other ſide: [it was] made 

20 through all the houſe round about. From the ground 
unto above the door [were] cherubims and palm trees 
21 made, and [on] the wall of the temple. The poſts of 
the temple [were] ſquared, [and] the face of the ſanc- 
4 1 the appearance [of the one] as the appearance 
22 [of the other.] The altar of wood [was] three cubits 
high, andthe length thereof two cubits; and the cor- 
ners thereof, and the length thereof, and the walls 
thereof, [were] of wood: and he ſaid unto me, This 
23-{is] the table that [is] before the Lok D. And the 
24 6 2emple and the ſanctuary had two doors. And the 
- doors had two leaves | apiece, two turning leaves; two 
leaves for the one door, and two leaves for the other 

25 {door.] And ſ there were] made on them, on the doors 
of the temple, cherubims and palm trees, like as 
were] made upon the walls; and | there were] thick 
N 26 planks upon the face of the porch without. And 
ES ltere were] narrow windows and palm trees on the one 
- fide and on the other ſide, on the ſides of the porch, 
and [upon] . e ed the houſe, And thick 
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. = x | Vi chambers * for the priefts, and the uſe thereof 22 n 
14 ; | the meaſurement of the outward. court. 1 <a 
: 82 | 4F I HEN. he brought me forth into the utter: court, 
| the way toward the north; and he brought me 

| into the chamber that [was] over againſt the ſeparate 
1 palace, and which [was] before the building toward the 

| | 2.north. Before the length of an hundred cubits [ was 

| | the north door, and the breadth [was] fifty cubits. 


3 Over 
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3 Over againſt the twenty [cubits] which [were] for the 
inner court, and over againſt the pavement which [was] 
for the utter court, [was] gallery againſt gallery in three 
4 [ſtories.] And before the chambers [was] a walk of 
ten cubits breadth inward, a way of one cubit; and 
5 their doors toward the north. Now the upper chambers, 
were] ſhorter : for the galleries were higher than theſe, 
than the lower, and than the middlemoſt of the build- 
6 ing. For they [were] in three ¶ ſtories,] but had not 
paillars as the pillars of the courts: therefore [the build- 
ing] was ſtraitened more than the loweſt and the middle- 
moſt from hs groung. And the wall that [was] with- 
out over againſt the chambers, toward. the utter court 
on the forepart of the chambers, the length thereof 
8. [was] fifty cubits. For the length of the chambers 
that [were] in the utter court | was] fifty cubits: and, 
9 lo, before the temple [were] an hundred cubits. And 
from under theſe chambers | was] the entry on the eaſt 
fide, as one goeth into them from the utter court, 
10 The chambers | were] in the thickneſs of the wall of the 
court toward the eaſt, over againſt the ſeparate place, 
11 and over againſt the building. And the way before 
them [was] like the appearance of the chambers which 
lere] toward the. north, as long as they, [and] as 
broad as they; and all their goings out [were] both 
According to their faſhions,” and according to their 
12 doors. And according to the doors of the chambers 
that [were] toward the ſouth was] a door in the head 
of the way, [even] the way directly before the wall 
toward the ea, as one entereth into them. 
13 Then ſaid he unto me, The north chambers, [and] 
the ſouth, chambers, which [are] before the ſeparate 


uth place, they [he] holy chambers, where the prieſts that 

| approach unto the Loa o ſhall cat the moſt holy things: 
* there ſhall. they lay the moſt. holy things, and the meat 
* __ offering, and the ſin offering, and the treſpaſs offering; 
* 14 for the place [is]. holy. When the prieſts enter therein, 
ha then {hall they. not go out of the holy [place] into the 
is] utter court, but there they ſhall lay their garments 
"iy wherein they miniſter; for they [are] holy; and ſhall 
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t on other garments, and ſhall approach to [thoſe 
3 which [are] for the people. E 
15 Now when he had made an end of meaſuring the 
inner houſe, * ht me forth toward the whoſe 
proſpect [1s] the eaſt, and meaſured it round 
16 about. R meaſured the eaſt ſide with the meakari 
reed, five hundred reeds, with the meaſuring reed rou 
17 about. He meaſured the north fide, five hundred 
18 reeds, with the meaſuring reed round about. He 
meaſured the ſouth fide, five hundred reeds, with the 
19 meaſuring reed. He turned about to the weſt fide, 
[and] meaſured five hundred reeds with the meaſuring 
20 reed. He meaſured it by the four ſides: it had a wall 
round about, five hundred [reeds] long, and five 
hundred broad, to make a ſeparation between the ſanc- 
tuary and the profane place. 


—_— 
CHAP. XLIII. 


The glory of God enters the temple ; where he promiſes to dewell 
of the people will put away their idolatry ; to induce them to 
this, the prophet is here directed to ſhow them the plan and 
law vof this new temple. 
FTERWARD he brought me to the gate, [even] 
the gate that looketh toward the eaſt : - And, 
- behold, the glory of the God of Iſrael came from the 
way of the caſt : and his voice [was] like a noiſe of 
many waters; and the earth ſhined with his glory. 
3 And [it was] according to the appearance of the viſion 
which I faw, [even] according-to the viſion that I ſaw 
when I came to deſtroy the city: and the viſions [were] 
"like the viſion that I ſaw by the river Chebar; and I 
4 fell upon my face. And the glory of the Loap came 
into the houſe by the way of the gate whoſe proſpect 
5 [is] toward the eaſt. So the ſpirit took me up, and 
| ht me into the inner court; and, behold, the 
6 glory of the Lox filled the houſe. And I heard ſhim] 
| 22 ſpeaking 
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8 8 places. In their ſetting of their threſhold by my thre! 
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ſpeaking unto me out of the houſe; and the man ſtood 


by me, ISo: 
7 And he ſaid unto me, Son of man, the place of my 
throne, and the place of the ſoles of my feet, where I 
will dwell in the midſt of the children of Iſrael for ever, 
and my holy name; ſhall the houſe of Iſrael no more 
defile, [neither] they, nor their kings, by their whore- 
dom, nor by the carcaſes of their kings in their 9 


olds, and their poſts by my poſts, and the wall 
me and them, they have even defiled my holy name by 
their abominations that they have committed: where- 
9 fore I have conſumed them in mine anger. Now let 
them put away their whoredom, and the carcaſes of 
their kings, far from me, and I will dwell in the midft 
of them for ever. bg 

10 Thou ſon of man, ſhow the houſe to the houſe of 
Iſrael, that they may be aſhamed of their iniquities; 

11 and let them meaſure the pattern. And if they be 
aſhamed of all that they have done, ſhow them the 
form of the houſe, and the faſhion thereof, and the 

goings out thereof, and the comings in thereof, and all 

the forms thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and 
all the forms thereof, and all the laws thereof: and 

_ write [it] in their ſight, that they may keep the whole 
form thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and do 

12 them. This [is] the law of the houſe ; Upon the top 
of the mountain the whole limit thereof round about 
L900 be] moſt holy. Behold, this [is] the law of the 

ouſe. 

13 And theſe [are] the meaſures of the altar after the 
cubits; The cubit [is] a cubit and an hand breath; 
even the bottom [ſhall be] a cubit, and the breadth a 
cubit, and the border thereof by the edge thereof round 

about {ſhall be] a ſpan; and this [ſhall be] the higher 

14 place of the altar, And from the bottom [upon] the 
ground, [even] to the lower ſettle [ſhall be] two cubits, 
and the breadth one cubit; and from the leſſer ſettle 
[even] to the greater ſettle [ſhall be] four cubits, and 

15 the breadth [one] cubit. So the altar [ſhall be] four 

Vor. VI. N cubits; 
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cubits; and from the altar and upward [ ſhall be] four 
16 horns. And the altar [ſhall be] twelve [cubits] long, 
17 twelve broad, ſquare in the four ſquares thereof, And 
the ſettle [ſhall be] fourteen [cubits] long and fourteen 
broad in the four ſquares thereof ; and the border about 
it [ſhall be] half a cubit; and the bottom thereof I ſhall 
wee cubit about; and his ſtairs ſhall look toward the 


18 And he faid unto me, Son of man, thus ſaith the 
Lord Gop; Theſe | are] the ordinances of the altar in 
the day when they ſhall make it, to offer burnt offer- 

19 ings thereon, and to ſprinkle hlood thereon. And thou 

halt give to the prieſts the Levites that be of the ſeed 
of- Zadok, which approach unto me, to miniſter unto 
me, faith the Lord Gov, a young bullock for a fin- 

20 offering. And thou ſhalt take of the blood thereof, 
and put [it] on the four horns of it, and on the four 
corners of the ſettle, and upon the border round about: 

21 thus ſhalt thou cleanſe and purge it. Thou ſhalt take 
the bullock alſo of the fin-offering, and he ſhall burn it 

in the appointed place of the houſe, without the ſanc- 

22 tuary. And on the ſecond day thou ſhalt offer a kid of 
the goats without blemiſh for a ſin offering; and they 

__ ſhall cleanſe the altar, as they did cleanſe [it] with the 

23 bullock. When thou haſt made an end of cleanfing 
[it] thou ſhalt offer a young bullock without blemiſh, 

24 and a ram out of the flock without blemiſh. And thou 

_ ſhalt offer them before the Loxb, and the prieſts ſhall 
caſt ſalt upon them, and they ſhall offer them up [ for] 

25 a burnt offering unto the LoxpD. Seven days ſhalt thou 
prepare every day a goat [for] a fin offering: they ſhall 

| prepare a young bullock, and a ram out of the 

26 flock, without blemiſh, Seven days ſhall they purge 
the altar and purify it; and they ſhall conſecrate them- 

27 ſelves. And when theſe days are expired, it ſhall be, 

; that] upon the eighth day, and [ſo] forward, the prieſts 

- ſhall make your burnt offerings upon the altar, and 

your peace offerings; and I will accept you, faith the 
Lord Gop, 

| CHAP. 
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In which the people are reproved for ſuffering ſtrangers to pollute 


the ſandtuary; idolaters are declared intapable of the prieſts 
office, and the ſons of Zadok are accepted to it; alſo the or 
dinances for the prieſts. | | 

1 HE N he brought me back the way of the gate 

: of the outward ſanctuary which looketh toward 

2 the eaſt; and it [was] ſhut, Then ſaid the Lord unto 
me; This gate ſhall be ſhut, it ſhall not be opened, and 
no man ſhall enter in by it; becauſe the Loxb, the God 
of Iſrael, hath entered in by it, therefore it ſhall be ſhut, 

3 [It is] for the prince; the prince, he ſhall fit in it to eat 
bread before the Logp; he ſhall enter by the way of 
the porch of [that] gate, and ſhall go out by the way of 
the ſame. 

4 Then brought he me the way of the north gate be- 
fore the houſe; and I looked, and, behold, the glory of 
the Loxp filled the houſe of the Logp; and I fell 

5 upon my face, And the Lorp faid unto me, Son of 
man, mark well, and behold with thine eyes, and hear 
with thine ears all that I ſay unto thee concerning all 
the ordinances of the houſe of the Lok, and all the 
laws thereof; and mark well the entering in of the houſe, 

6 with every going forth of the ſanctuary. And thou 
ſhalt ſay to the rebellious, [even] to the houſe of Iſrael, 
Thus faith the Lord Gop; O ye houſe of Iſrael, let it 

7 ſuffice you of all your abominations, In that ye have 
brought [into my ſanctuary] ſtrangers, uncircumciſed 

in heart, and uncircumciſed in fleſh, to be in my ſanc- 
1 to pollute it, [even] my houſe, when ye offer 
my bread, the fat and the blood, and they have broken 

8 my covenant becauſe of all your abominations. And 
ye have not kept the charge of mine holy things : but 
ye have ſet keepers of my charge in my ſanctuary for 
yourſelves. 

9 Thus faith the Lord Gop ; No ſtranger, uncircum- 
ciſed in heart, nor uncircumciſed in fleſh, ſhall enter 
into my ſanctuary, of any ftranger that [is] among the 


10 children of Iſrael. And the Levites that are gone away 


N 2 far 
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far from me, when Iſrael went aſtray, which weeit aſtray 
away from me after their idols; they ſhall even bear 
11 their iniquity. Yet they ſhall be miniſters in my ſanc- 
- trary, N — 4 at the gates of the houſe, and 
miniſtring they ſhall ſlay the burnt offer- 
ing J. the ſacrifice for the * and they ſhall ſtand 
12 before them to miniſter unto them. Becauſe they 
miniſtered unto them before their idols, and cauſed the 
houſe of Iſrael to fall into iniquity ; therefore have [ 
_- lifted up mine hand againſt them, faith the Lord Gop, 
13 and they ſhall bear their iniquity. And they ſhall not 
come near unto me, to do the office of a prieſt unto me, 
nor to come near to any of my holy things, in the moſt 
holy (place: ] but they ſhall bear their ſhame, and 
14 their abominations which they have committed. But I 
will make them keepers of the charge of the houſe, for 
all the ſervice thereof, and for all that ſhall be done 
therein. 
I 5 But the prieſts the Levites, the ſons of Zadok, that 
kept the charg. of my ſanctuary when the children of 
Iſrael went aſtray from me, they ſhall come near to me 
to miniſter unto. me, and they ſhall ſtand before me to 
offer unto me the fat and the blood, faith- the Lord 
16 Gop: They ſhall enter into my ſanctuary, and they 
ſhall come near to my table, to miniſter unto me, and 
5 my charge. 
And it ſhall come to A [that] when they enter in 
1 the gates of the inner court, they ſhall be clothed 
with linen garments; and no wool ſha} come upon them, 
whales they miniſter in the gates of the inner court, and 
18 within. They ſhall have linen bonnets upon their heads, 
and ſhall have linen breeches upon their loins ; they 
mall not gird [themſelves] with any thing that cauſeth 
19 ſweat. And when they go forth into the utter court, 
\ | [even] into the utter court to the people, they ſhall put 
off their garments wherein they miniſtered, and lay 
them in the holy chambers, and they ſhall put on other 
. garments; and they ſhall not ſanctify the people with 
20 their garments, Neither ſhall they ſhave their heads, 
-. , nor ſuffer their locks to grow long; they 3 
eir 
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22 they enter into the inner court, Neither ſhall they 
take for their wives a widow, or her that is put away : 
but they ſhall take maidens of the ſeed of the houſe of 

23- Iſrael, or a' widow that had a prieſt before. And'they 
ſhall teach my people [ the difference] between the holy 
and profane, and cauſe them to diſcern between the 

24 unclean and the clean. And in controverſy they ſhall 


ſtand in judgment; [and] they ſhall judge it according 


to my judgments : and they ſhall keep my laws and my 
ſtatutes in all mine aſſemblies ; and they ſhall hallow my 

25 ſabbaths. And they ſhall come at no dead. perſon to 
defile themſelves : but for father, or for mother, or for 

. fon, or for daughter, for brother, or for ſiſter that hath 
26 had no huſband, they may defile themſelves. And 
after he is cleanſed, they ſhall reckon unto him ſeven 

27 days. And in the day that he goeth into the ſanctuary, 
unto the inner court, to miniſter in the ſanctuary, he 

28 ſhall offer his fin-offering, faith the Lord Gop. And 
it ſhall be unto them for an inheritance : I [am] their 

- Inheritance: and ye ſhall give them no poſſeſſion in 


29 Iſrael; I ſam] their poſſeſſion. They ſhall eat the 


meat offering, and the fin offering, and the treſpaſs 
offering; and every dedicated thing in Iſrael ſhall be 

30 their's. And the firſt of all the firſt fruits of all things,] 
and every oblation of all, of every [fort] of your obla- 
tions, ſhall be the prieſts: ye ſhall alſo give unto the 
—— the firſt of your dough, that he may cauſe the 

31 bleſſing to reſt in thine houſe. The prieſt ſhall not eat 
of any thing that is dead of itſelf, or torn, whether it 
be fowl or beaſt, 


— 


CH AP. XL. 


— 
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In this chapter we have an account of the quantity of land for the 
ſanfuary, the city, and the prince; and the ordinances for 


the prince, | | 
I * when ye ſhall divide by lot the 
land for inheritance, ye ſhall offer an oblation 


unto the Loxp, an holy portion of the land: the length 
| N 3 {ſhall 
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[ſhall be] the length of five and twenty thouſand ſreeds,] 
and the breadth [ſhall be] ten thouſand. This (ſhall 

2 be] holy in all the borders thereof round about. Of 
this there ſhall be for the ſanctuary five hundred [in 
length, ] with five hundred ſin breadth, ] ſquare round 
about; and fifty cubits round about for the ſuburbs 

3 thereof. And of this meaſure ſhalt thou meaſure the 
length of five and twenty thouſand,” and the breadth of 
ten thouſand : and in it ſhall be the ſanctuary ſand] 

4 the moſt holy place.] The holy portion] of the 
land ſhall be for the prieſts the miniſters of the ſanc- 
tuary, which ſhall come near to miniſter unto the Loo; 
and it ſhall be a place for their houſes, and an holy 

5 place for the ſanctuary. And the five and twenty 

+ thouſand of length, and the ten thouſand of breadth, 
ſhall alſo the Levites, the miniſters of the houſe, have 
for themſelves, for a poſſeſſion for twenty chambers, 

6 And ye ſhall appoint the poſſeſſion of the city five 
thouſand broad, and five and twenty thouſand long, 
over againſt the oblation of the holy [portion :] it ſhall 
be for the whole houſe of Iſrael. 

7 And [a portion ſhall be] for the prince on the one 
fide and on the other fide of the oblation of the holy 
[portion, ] and of the poſſeſſion of the city, before the 
oblation of the holy portion, ] and before the poſſeſſion 
of the city, from the weſt fide weſtward, and from the 
eaſt fide eaſtward ; and the length [ſhall be] over againſt 
one of the portions, from the weſt border unto the eaſt 

8 border. In the land ſhall be his poſſeſſion in Iſrael; 
and my princes ſhall no more oppreſs my people; and 
the reſt of] the land ſhall they give to the houſe of 
Iſrael according to their tribes. | 

9 Thus faith the Lord Gor; Let it ſuffice you, O 
princes of Iſrael: remove violence and ſpoil, and exe- 
cute judgment and juſtice, take away your exactions 

10 from my people, faith the Lord Gov. Ye ſhall have 

11 juſt balances, and a juſt ephah, and a juſt bath, The 

ephah and the bath ſhall be of one meaſure, that the 
bath may contain the tenth part of an homer, and the 
ephah the tenth part of an homer: the meaſure W—_— 


* 
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12 ſhall be after the homer. And the ſhekel [ſhall be] 
twenty gerahs : twenty ſhekels, five and twenty ſhekels, 

13 fifteen ſhekels, ſhall be your maneh. This [is] the 
| oblation that ye ſhall offer; the ſixth part of an ephah 

of an homer of wheat, and ye ſhall give the fixth part 
14 of an ephah of an homer of barley: Concerning the 
ordinance of oil, the bath of oil, [ye ſhall offer] the 
tenth part of a bath out of the cor, [which 1s] an homer 

15 of ten baths; for ten baths [are] an homer: And one 
lamb out of the flock, out of two hundred, out of the 


fat paſtures of Iſrael; for a meat offering, and for a 


burnt offering, and for peace offerings, to make recon- 

16 ciliation for them, faith the Lord Gop. All the people 
of the land ſhall [give] this oblation for the prince in 

17 Iſrael, And it ſhall be the prince's part [to give] 
burnt offerings and meat offerings and drink offerings, 

in the feaſts, and in the new moons, and in the ſabbaths, 

in all ſolemnities of the houſe of Iſrael : he ſhall prepare 
the ſin offering, and the meat offering, and the burnt 
offering, and the peace offerings, to make reconciliation 

18 for the houſe of Iſrael, Thus faith the Lord Gop; In 
the firſt ( month, ] in the firſt [day] of the month, thou 

' ſhalt take a young bullock without blemiſh, and cleanſe 
19 the ſanctuary: And the prieſt ſhall take of the blood 
of the fin offering, and put [it] upon the poſts of the 
houſe, and upon the four corners of the ſettle of the 
altar, and upon the poſts of the gate of the inner court. 

20 And fo thou ſhalt do the — [day] of the month 
for every one that erreth, and for him that is] ſimple : 

21 ſo ſhall ye reconcile the houſe, In the firſt month,] 
in the fourteenth day of the month, ye thall have the 
52 a feaſt of ſeven days; unleavened bread ſhall 

22 be eaten. And upon that day ſhall the prince prepare 
for himſelf and for all the people of the land a bullock 

23 [for] a ſin offering. And ſeven days of the feaſt he 
| prepare a burnt offering to the Loxb, ſeven bul- 

locks and ſeven rams without blemiſh daily the ſeven 
days; and a kid of the goats daily [for] a ſin offering. 

24 And ye ſhall prepare a meat offering of an ephah for a 
bullock, and an ephah for a ram, and an hin of oil for 
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25 an ephah. In the ſeventh ¶ month, ] in the fifteenth day 
of the month, ſhall ye do the like in the feaſt of the 

ſeven days, according to the fin offering, according to 
the burnt offering, and according to the meat offering, 
and according to the oil. 


CHAP. XEVI 


This chapter contains the ordinances for the prince and people 
in their worſhip; an order concerning the inheritance of the 
prince; and the meaſurement of the places for boiling and 
baking the offerings. . | 
I HUS faith the Lord Gop; The gate of the 
inner court that looketh toward the eaſt ſhall be 
ſhut the fix working days; but on the ſabbath it ſhall 
be opened, and in the day of the new moon it ſhall be 
2 opened. And the prince ſhall enter by the way of the 
- porch of [that] gate without, and ſhall ſtand by the 
poſt of the gate, and the prieſts ſhall prepare his burnt 
offering and his peace offerings, and he ſhall worſhip at 
the threſhold of the gate: then he ſhall go forth; but 
3 the gate ſhall not be ſhut until the evening. Likewiſe | 
</ Wo people of the land ſhall worſhip at the door of this 
gate before the Loxp in the ſabbaths and in the new 
4 moons, And the burnt offering that the prince ſhall 
offer unto the Loxo, in the ſabbath day [ſhall be] fix 
lambs without blemiſn, and a ram without blemiſh, 
5 And the meat offering {ſhall be] an ephah for a ram, 
and the meat offering for the lambs as he ſhall be able 
6 to give, and an hin of oil to an ephah. And in the day 
of the new moon [itſhall be] a young bullock without 
blemiſh, and fix lambs, and a ram: they ſhall be with- 
7 out blemiſh. And he ſhall prepare a meat offering, an 
ephah for a bullock, and an ephah for a ram; and for 
the lambs according as his hand ſhall attain unto, and 
8 an hin of oil to an ephab, And when the prince ſhall 
enter, he ſhall go in by the way of the porch of [that] 
gate, and he ſhall go forth by the way thereof. 4 
F ; e 
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But when the people of the land ſhall come before 
the Lorp in the ſolemn feaſts, he that entereth in by 
the way of the north gate to worſhip ſhall go out by the 
way of the ſouth gate; and he that entereth by the way 
of the ſouth gate thall go forth by the way of the north 
gate: he ſhall not return by the way of the — 
whereby he came in, but ſhall go forth over againſt it. 

10 And the prince in the midſt of them, when they go 
in, ſhall go in; and when they go forth, ſhall go forth. 
11 And in the feaſts and in the ſolemnities the meat offer- 
ing ſhal} be an ephah to a bullock, and an ephah to a 
ram, and to the lambs as he is able to give, and an hin 
12 of oil to an ephah. Now when the prince ſhall prepare 
a voluntary burnt offering or peace offerings voluntarily 
unto the Loxp, [one] ſhall then open him the gate 
that looketh toward the eaft, and he ſhall prepare his 


burnt offering and his peace offerings, as he did on the 


ſabbath day : then he ſhall go forth; and after his 

13 going forth [one] ſhall ſhut the gate. . Thou ſhalt 
daily prepare a burnt offering unto the Lorp [of] a 
lamb of the firſt year without blemiſh : thou ſhalt 

14 prepare it every morning. And thou ſhalt prepare a 
meat offering for it every morning, the fixth part of 
an ephah, and the third part of an hin of oil, to tem- 
per with the fine flour ; a meat offering continually by 

18 a perpetual ordinance unto the Loxp. Thus ſhall 
they prepare the lamb, and the meat offering, and the 
oil every morning ¶ for] a continual burnt offering. 

16 Thus faith the Lord Gop; If the prince give a gift 
unto any of his ſons, the inheritance thereof ſhall be 
his ſons, it [ſhall be] their poſſeſſion by inheritance. 

17 But if he give a gift of his inheritance to one of his fer- 
vants, then it ſhall be his to the year of liberty; after 
it ſhall return to the prince : but his inheritance ſhall 

18 be his ſons* for them. Moreover the prince ſhall not 


take of the people's inheritance by oppreſſion, to thruſt 


them out of their poſſeſſion ; [but] he ſhall give his 
ſons inheritance out of his own N that my 
people be not ſcattered every man from his poſſeſſion. 


19 After he brought me through the entry, which [was] 
hs: | 2 4 
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at the ſide of the gate, into the holy chambers of the 

prieſts, which looked toward the north: and, behold, 

20 there [was] a place on the two ſides weſtward. Then 

faid he unto me, This [1s] the place where the prieſts 

ſhall boil the treſpaſs offering and the . fin offering, 

where they ſhall bake the meat offering ; that they bear 

them] not out into the utter court, to ſanctify the peo- 

21 ple. Then he brought me forth into the utter court, 

and cauſed me to paſs by the four corners of the court; 

and, behold, in every corner of the court [there was] 

22 a court. In the four corners of the court [there were] 

courts joined of forty [cubits] long, and thirty broad: 

23 theſe four corners | were] of one meaſure. And [there 

was] a row 2 building] round about in them, round 

about them four, and [it was] made with boiling places 

24 under the rows round about. Then faid he unto me, 
Theſe [are] the places of them that boil, where the 
miniſters of the houſe ſhall boil the ſacrifice of the 
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Tn uwhich we have EzekiePs viſion of the holy waters, and the 
virtues of them; a deſcription of the borders of the land, and 
the diviſion of it by lot. | 

I FTERWARD he brought me again unto the 
"16 door of the houſe; and, behold, waters iſſued 
out from under the threſhold of the houſe eaſtward : 
| | for 


In the introduction to this chapter Mr. Oa ron hath written 
as follows; * I paſs over the foregoing fix chapters, becauſe I do 
not underſtand them. They contain a deſcription of a ſplendid 
temple, the apartments, offices, and ſervices thereof, Some have 
ſuppoſed it was deſigned to direct the jews after their return from 
Babylon how. to rebuild their temple. Others think that it refers 
to a temple that ſhall be built after the reſtoration in the latter 
days; but that is very unlikely, as there is all along a reference 
to the Levitical ſacrifices, I think it muſt all be figurative; be- 
cauſe, according to the beſt criticks, this temple deſcribed by Eze- 
kiel was to be larger than the whole city of Jeruſalem, and the 
| | | city 
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for the forefront of the houſe [ſtood toward] the eaſt, 


and the waters came down from under from the right 
2 fide of the houſe, at the ſouth [fide] of the altar. Then 
brought he me out of the way of the gate northward, 
and led me about the way without unto the utter gate 
by the way that looketh eaſtward ; and, behold, there 
ran out waters on the right fide. And when the man 
that had the line in his hand, that is, the angel, went 
forth eaſtward, he meaſured a thouſand cubits, and he 
brought me through the waters; the waters [were] to 
4 the ancles. Again he meaſured a thouſand, and brought 
me through the waters; the waters [were] to the 
knees. Again he meaſured a thouſand, and brought 
5 me through; the waters [were] to the loins. After- 
ward he meaſured a thouſand; [and it was] a river 
that 1 could not paſs over: for the waters were riſen, 
waters to ſwim in, a river that could not be paſſed 
over: a deſcription of the gradual propagation of chriſtian- 
ity; like a ſmall ſtream growing wider and deeper in its 
progreſs, the inconſiderable appearance it firſt made, and the 
great height to which it was afterwards raiſed ; and it may 
particularly refer to the effect which the converſion and eſta- 
bliſhment of the jews in their own land, and the conqueſt of 
their enemies, will have in ſpreading the goſpel, and bring- 
ing in the fulneſs of the gentiles, that is, the remaining hea- 
- thens who are to complete the church of God. 
6 And he ſaid unto me, Son of man, haſt thou ſeen, 
or confidered, this?] then he brought me, and cauſed 
7 me to return to the brink of the river. Now when I 
had returned, behold, at the bank of the river [were] 
very many trees on the one fide and on the other, 
8 Then ſaid he unto me, Theſe waters ifſue out toward 
the eaſt country, and go down into the deſert, or plain, 
and 


city he deſcribes larger than the whole land of Canaan. I conſider 
it as a figurative repreſentation of the glory of the church after 
their converſion, and the regular and devout worſhip they ſhall pay 
there upon the chriſtian plan, deſcribed in terms taken from their 
antient worſhip, which is very common in prophetick language. 
The paſſage before us in this forty ſeventh chapter is certainly 
figurative, and therefore we have reaſon to conclude that the reſt 


is ſo,” 
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and go into the ſea; the waters ſhall run from the jewiſh 
E | Jemple to the dead ſea, that is, the ſalt ſea, or the ſea of 
| Sodom, whoſe wwaters were putrid and poiſonous, ſo that 
3 no fiſh could live there, tho Jordan runs into it: [which 
being] brought forth into the ſea, the waters ſhall be 
healed ; its noxious qualities ſhall be taken away; ſo the 
goſpel ſhall extend to caſes the moſt hopeleſs and "deſperate. 
And it ſhall come to paſs, [that] every thing that 
liveth, which moveth, whitherſoever the rivers ſhall 
come, ſhall live: and there ſhall be a very great mul- 
titude of fiſh, becauſe theſe waters ſhall come thither : 
for they ſhall be healed; and everything ſhall live 
whither the river cometh ; men ſhall be made ſpiritually 
alive, and thoſe that are ſo, ſhall have that life increaſed 
10 and firengthened. And it ſhall come to paſs, [that] the 
fiſhers ſhall ſtand upon it from En-gedi even unto En- 
eglaim, where ignorance and ſin moſt abounded; they ſhall 
be a [place] to ſpread forth nets ; their fiſh ſhall be ac- 
cording to their kinds, as the fiſh.of the great ſea, ex- 
11 ceeding many. But the miry places thereof and the 
marſhes thereof ſhall not be healed ; they ſhall be given 
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| ; to ſalt; o perpetual barrenneſs, and deſolation; thoſe that 
. a will not be healed, ſhall not; obſtinate and impenitent ſin- 
a 12 ners ſhall be given up to their own luſts, And by the river 
7 upon the bank thereof, on this fide and on that fide, 
ſhall grow all trees for meat, whoſe leaf ſhall not fade, 
neither ſhall the fruit thereof be conſumed: it ſhall 
bring forth new fruit according to his months, becauſe 
their waters they iſſued out of the ſanctuary: and the 
fruit thereof ſhall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for 
medicine; an alluſion to the ſpiritual health and ftrength 
which ſhall be recerved from the word and ordinances of the 
goſpel : their ſtate ſhall become like paradiſe ; heaven is de- 
ſcribed by the ſame figure, Rev. xxii. 1, 2. | 
13 - Thus faith the Lord GoD; This [ ſhall be] the bor- 
der, whereby ye ſhall inherit the land according to the 
1 | | twelve 
(The remainder of this chapter is a deſcription of the ſeveral 
boundaries of the holy land, indiſcriminately ſhared between Iſ- 


raclices aud proſelytes; to ſignify, that in future times the gen- 
tiles were to be admitted to equal privileges with the jews, 
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twelve tribes of Iſrael : Joſeph {ſhall have two] por- 
14 tions. And ye ſhall inherit it, one as well as another : 
[concerning] the which I lifted up mine hand to give 
it unto your fathers : and this land ſhall fall unto you 
15 for inheritance. And this [ſhall be] the border of the 
land toward the north fide, from the great ſea, the 
16 way of Hethlon, as men go to Zedad ; Hamath, Bero- 
thah, Sibraim, which [is] between the border of Da- 
maſcus and the border of Hamath ; Hazar-hatticon, 
17 which [is] by the coaſt of Hauran. And the border 
from the ſea ſhall be Hazar-enan, the border of Da- 
maſcus, and the north northward, and the border of 
18 Hamath. And [this is] the north fide. And the eaſt 
fide ye ſhall meaſure from Hauran, and from Damaſ- 
cus, and from Gilead, and from the land of Iſrael [by] 
Jordan, from the border unto the eaſt ſea. And _ 
19 is] the eaſt fide, And the ſouth fide ſouthward from 
Tamar even] to the waters of ſtrife [in] Kadeſn, the 
river to the great ſea. And [this is] the ſouth fide 
20 ſouthward, The weſt fide alſo { ſhall be] the great ſea 
from the border, till a man come over againſt Hamath. 
2t This [is] the weſt fide. So ſhall ye divide this land 
unto you according to the tribes of Iſrael. 
22 And it ſhall come to paſs, [that] ye ſhall divide it 
by lot for an inheritance unto you, and to the ſtrangers 
- that ſojourn among you, which ſhall beget children 
among you : and they ſhall be unto you as born in the 
country among the children of Iſrael; they ſhall have 
23 inheritance with you among the tribes of Iſrael. And 
it ſhall come to paſs, [that] in what tribe the ſtranger 
ſojourneth, there ſhall ye give [him] his inheritance, 
faith the Lord Gop. | 


Pd 


REFLECTION S. 


I. ET us praiſe God for theſe goſpel bleſſings. Thoſe 
healing waters which flowed from Jeruſalem, and 

have ſpread over ſo great a part of the earth; and reached 
even to Britain. They have made a ſurprizing change in 
the moral ſtate, the ſentiments," tempers, and — of 
thouſands. 
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thouſands. They furniſh the beſt food and medicine of 
the ſoul. Under theſe figures the ineſtimable bleſſings of 
the goſpel are ſet forth; and it becomes us to receive them 
with the greateſt thankfulneſs. 

2. We may obſerve the different effects which the goſpel 
has on different perſons. To thoſe who are thoughttul, 
ſerious, and penitent, it is a favour of life; it heals the 
moſt inveterate mental diſorders, and makes them wiſe, 
holy, and happy. But men that are ſenſual, and devoted 
to their luſts, are like marſhes by the fide of a fine river, 
ſtill unprofitable and noxious: inſtead of deriving 
from it they become worſe. To them the goſpel is a ſa- 
vour of death unto death. But the fault is in themſelves, 
and they are juſtly made monuments of the divine diſ- 
pleaſure. Let us therefore be careful how we receive and 
improve the goſpel. | | 

3. We ſhould long and pray for that happy time, when 
theſe glorious effects ſhall be more abundantly produced; 
when the jews ſhall be reftored, and the fulneſs of the gen- 
tiles brought in; when diſordered minds ſhall be healed, 

| the deſolate -. of the earth made fruitful, and univerſal 
ineſs 
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; | peace and ho abound. Such a time we are here taught 
'J | to expect; and we ſhould exerciſe faith in theſe declara- 
” -  -tions; and in that faith pray earneſtly that the knowledge of 
| | the Lord may cover the earth, as the waters cover the ſea, 
9% | | i | | | 
Xi : ___—_— — — ——_— 


CHAP. XLVIII. 


This chapter deſcribes the ſeveral portions of the land belonging to 
each tribe, together 401th the portion allotted to the ſanctuary, 
city, ſuburbs, and prince ; as alſo the meaſure and gates of 
. the new ly. | | 
a O W theſe [are] the names of the tribes. From 
the north end to the coaſt of the way of Heth- 

lon, as one goeth to Hamath, Hazar-enan, the border 

of Damaſcus northward, to the coaſt of Hamath ; for 

-  . theſe are his ſides eaſt [and] weſt; a [portion for] 
2 Dan, And by the border of Dan, from the eaft fide 
Prev | unto 


— 
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3 unto the weſt fide, a [portion for] Aſher, And by the 
border of Aſher, from the eaſt fide even unto the weſt 

4 fide, a [portion for] Naphtali. And by the border of 
Naphtali, from the eaſt fide untg the weſt fide a portion 

5 for] Manaſſeh. And by the border of Manaſſeh, from 
the eaſt fide unto the weſt fide, a [portion for] Eph- 

6-raim. And by the border of Ephraim, from the eaſt 
fide even unto. the weſt fide, a [portion for] Reuben, 

7 And by the border of Reuben, from the eaſt fide unto 
the weſt fide, a [portion for] Judah. 

8 And by the border of Judah, from the eaſt fide unto 
the weſt fide, ſhall be the offering which ye ſhall offer 
of five and twenty thouſand [reeds in] breadth, and 
[in] length as one of the [other] parts, from the eaſt 

| fide unto the weſt fide; and the ſanctuary ſhall be in 

9 the midſt of it. The oblation that ye ſhall offer unto 
the Lozxp [ſhall be] of five and twenty thouſand in 

10 length, and of ten thouſand in breadth. And for 
them, [even] for the prieſts ſhall be [this] holy obla- 
tion; toward the north five and twenty thouſand [in 
length,] and toward the weſt ten thouſand in breadth, 
and toward the eaſt ten thouſand in breadth, and to- 
ward the ſouth five and twenty thouſand in length : and 

the ſanctuary of the Lord ſhall be in the midſt there- 

11 of, [It ſhall be] for the prieſts that are ſanctified of 
the ſons of Zadok; which have kept my charge, which 
went not aſtray when the children of Iſrael went aſtray, 

12 as the Levites went aſtray. And [this] oblation of the 
land that is offered ſhall be unto them a thing moſt 

13 holy by the border of the Levites. And over againſt 
the border of the prieſts, the Levites [ſhall have] five 
and twenty thouſand in length, and ten thouſand in 
' breadth; all the length [ſhall be] five and twenty 

14 thouſand, and the breadth ten thouſand. And they 
ſhall-not ſell of it, neither exchange, nor alienate the 
firſt fruits of the land: for [it is] holy unto the Lond. 

15 And the five thouſand, that are left in the breadth 
over againſt the five and twenty thouſand, ſhall be a 
profane [place] for the city, for dwelling, and for 
ſuburbs: and the city ſhall be in the midſt thereof. 

| 16 And 
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16 And theſe [ſhall be] the meaſures thereof; the north 
fide four thouſand and five hundred, and the ſouth fide * 
four thouſand and five hundred, and on the eaſt fide 
four thouſand and five hundred, and the weſt fide four 

17 thouſand and five hundred. And the ſuburbs of the 
city ſhall be toward the north two hundred and fifty, 
and toward the ſouth two hundred and fifty, and toward 

_ © theeaſt two hundred and fifty, and toward the weſt two 

18 hundred and fifty. And the refidue in length over 
againſt the oblation of the holy [portion ſhall be] ten 
thouſand eaſtward, and ten thouſand weſtward : and it 
ſhall be over againſt the oblation of the holy [portion; ] 

and the increaſe thereof ſhall be for food unto them that 

19 ſerve the city. And they that ſerve the city ſhall ſerve 

20 it out of all the tribes of Iſrael. All the oblation [ſhall 

del five and twenty thouſand, by five and twenty thou- 

fand: ye ſhall offer the holy oblation fourſquare, with 

the poſſeſſion of the city. ; ö 

21 And the reſidue [ſhall be] for the prince, on the one 

ſide and on the other of the holy oblation, and of the 
poſſeſſion of the city, over againſt the five and twenty 
thouſand of the oblation toward the eaſt border, and 
weitward over againſt the five and twenty thouſand to- 

ward the weſt border, over againſt the portions for the 
prince: and it ſhall be the holy oblation; and the ſanc- 
tuary of the houſe [ſhall be] in the midſt thereof. 

22 Moreover from the poſſeſſion of the Levites, and from 
the poſſeſſion of the city, [being] in the midſt [of 
that] which is the prince's between the border of Ju- 
dah and the border of Benjamin, ſhall be for the 


nce. | 
23 As for the reſt of the tribes, from the eaſt fide unto 
24 the weſt fide, Benjamin ſhall have] a [portion.] And 
by the border of Benjamin, from the eaſt ſide unto the 
25 welt fide, Simeon [ſhall have] a [ portion.] And by 
the border of Simeon, from the eat fide unto the weſt 

26 fide, Iſſachar a [portion.] And by the border of 
Iſſachar, from the eaft fide unto the weſt fide, Zebulun 
27 a [portion.] And by the border of Zebulun, from the 
28 eaſt fide unto the weſt fide, Gad a [portion.] And oy 
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the border of Gad, at the ſouth ſide ſouthward, the 

border ſhall be even from Tamar [unto] the waters of 

ſtrife [in] Kadeſh, [and] to the river toward the great 

29 ſea. This [is] the land which ye ſhall divide by lot 

unto the tribes of Iſrael for inheritance, and theſe [are] 
their portions, faith the Lord Gov. 

30 And theſe [are] the goings out of the city on 

the north fide, four thouſand and five hundred mea- 


31 ſures. And the gates of the city (ſhall be] after the 


names of the tribes of Iſrael: three gates northward; 
one gate of Reuben, one of Judah, one gate of 


32 Levi. And at the eaſt fide four thouſand and five 


hundred: and three gates; and one gate of Joſeph, 
33 one gate of Benjamin, one gate of Dan. And at the 
ſouth fide four thouſand and five hundred meaſures : 
and three gates; one gate of Simeon, one gate of 


34 Iſſachar, one gate of Zebulun. At the weſt fide four 


thouſand and five hundred, [with] their three gates; 
one gate of Gad, one gate of Aſher, one gate of Naph- 

35 tali. [It was] round about eighteen thouſand [mea- 
ſures: and the name of the city from [that] day [ſhall 
be,] The Lord [is] there. 
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Book of the Prophet DANIEL. 


| INTRODUCTION. 
DAN I EL. was of the ſeed royal of the kings of Judah, 


and every way eminent as à learned man, a ſtateſman, a 
ſaint, and @ prophet. The jews indeed will not allow him to be 
a prophet ; and, in their bible, his book is not put among the 
Prophets, becauſe he did not live a mortified life, and propligſied 
im a ftrange laud; but Chriſt calls him à prophet,” and the angel 
Gabriel, a man greatly beloved.” The true reaſon of their denying 
him to be @ prophet vas, becauſe he ſo clearly foretold the ſuffer- 
ings of the Meſſiah, and the time when they ſhould happen. Part 
of this book, which particularly relates to the affairs of the 
Babylonians, (from chap. 11. 4, to the end of chap. vii.) is writ- 
ten in their own language, the Chaldaic, and all the reſt in 
Hebrew. He lived in great favour with the Babylonian mo- 
. narchs; and his extraordinary merit procured him the like regard 
from Darius and Cyrus, the two firſt kings of Perſia : he was 
indeed the only prophet who enjoyed any great ſhare of worldly 
proſperity. He lived throughout the capttvity, but does not ſeem 
to have ever returned to his own country, The laſt of his viſions 
which we have an account of, was in the third year of Cyrus, 
(about five hundred and thirty four years before Chriſt ) when he 
was about ninety four years of age; and it is not likely that he 
lived much longer; he was then at Suſa on the river Tygris, 
where he probably remained till he died, 


| CHAPTER I. 

An account of Fehoiakim's captivity, of Daniel, Hananiah, 

Miſhael, and Azariah, refuſing the king*s portion, proſper- 
ing with pulſe and water. 

I N the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king 

1 of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 

unto Jeruſalem, and beſieged it. And the Lord 

gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with 

| Ye part 
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part of the veſſels of the houſe of God: which he car- 
ried into the land of Shinar to the houſe of his god Bel; 
and he brought the veſſels into the treaſure-houſe of 
his god, 0 acknowledge him as the author of his ſucceſs , 
but which the ſacred hiſtorian aſcribes to Fehovah.* 

3 And the king ſpake unto Aſhpenaz the maſter of his 
eunuchs, that he ſhould bring [certain] of the children 
of Iſrael, and of the king's ſeed, and of the princes ; 
and ſo the threatening to Hezekiah was fulfilled, viz. that 
his ſeed ſhould be taken away, and be eunuchs or officers in 

' the palace of the king of Babylon ; (ſee Iſaiah xxxix. 7.) 

4 Children, that is, young men, in whom [was] no blemiſh, 
but well favoured, and ſkilful in all wiſdom, and cun- 
ning im knowledge, and underſtanding ſcience, who 
had the beſt accompliſhments of body and mind, good geniuſes, 
and well educated, and ſuch as had] ability in them to 
ſtand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach 
the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans ; namely, 
the language of the country, and aſtronomy, architecture, poli- 
ticks, and war; but there was no command to teach them re- 

5 ligion, And the king appointed them a daily proviſion 
of the king's meat, and of the wine which he drank ; 
he ordered them a table among the king's houſehold ;, fo 
nouriſhing them three years, that at the end thereof 

6 they might ſtand before the king. Now among theſe 
were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, 

# Mithael, and Azariah. Unto whom the prince of the 
eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto Daniel [the 
name] of Belteſhazzar; and to Hananiah, of Sha- 
drach; and to Miſhael, of Meſhach; and to Azariah, 
of Abed-nego; their own names had ſome relation to the 
God of Iſrael, but the names which he gave them have a 
reference to the Chaldean idolatry. 

8 But Daniel purpoſed in his heart that he would not 
defile himſelf with the portion of the king's meat, nor 
with the wine which he drank : therefore he _— 

O 2 0 

* From this time the ſeventy years' captivity commenced; after 


this Jehoiakim humbled himſelf, became tributaty, and was reſtored 


to his throne, 
It was a cuſtom to offer ſome part of the beaſts which they 


killed for food in ſacrifice to their gods, and to pour out ſome | * 
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of the prince of the eunucks that he might not defil 
9 himſelf. Now God had brought Daniel into favour 
10 and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs. And 
the prince of the eunuchs ſaid unto Daniel, I fear my 
lord the king, who hath appointed you your meat and 
our drink : for why ſhould he ſee your faces worſe 
iking than the children which [are] of your ſort, or 
age? then ſhall ye make [me] endanger my head to the 
11 king. Such is the miſery of an arbitrary government. Then 
ſaid Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs 
had ſet over Daniel, Hananiah, Miſhael, and Azariah, 
12 Prove thy ſervants, I beſeech thee, ten days; and let 
them give us pulſe to eat, hat is, a vegetable diet, and 
13 water to drink. Then let our countenances be looked 
upon before thee, and the countenance of the children 
ttat eat of the portion of the king's meat: and as thou 
14 ſeeſt, deal with thy ſervants. - So he conſented to them 
15 in this matter, and proved them ten days. And at the 
end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and 
fatter in fleſh than all the children which did eat the 
16 portion of the king's meat. Thus Melzar took away 
the portion of their meat, and the wine that they ſhould 

drink; and gave them pulſe. | 

17 As for theſe four children, God gave them know- 
- - ledge and ſkill in all learning and wiſdom: and Daniel 
18 underſtanding in all viſions and dreams. Now at 
the end of the days that the king had faid he ſhould 
bring them in, then the prince of the eunuchs brought 
19 them in before Nebuchadnezzar. And the king com- 
muned with them; and among them all was found none 
like Daniel, Hananiah, Miſhael, and Azariah : there- 
fore ſtood they before the king,; that is, they continually 

20 attended at court. And in all matters of wiſdom [and] 
underſtanding, that the king enquired of them, he 
found them ten times better than all the magicians 
[and] aſtrologers that [were] in all his realm; hat is, 
than 
of their wine as a libation to them. Or, they uſed ſuch food, 
or it was dreſſed in ſuch a manner, as was forbidden by the law 


of Moſes; on theſe accounts Daniel could not partike of theſe 
proviſions without being defiled. | | 45% 
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21 than the ſiudents in natural philoſaphy.* And Daniel con- 


tinued [even] unto the firſt year of king Cyrus: 4 


continued in hanour and favour with the kings that ſucceeded 
Nebuchadnezzar to the end of the ſeventy years, ſo that he 
ved to be above mnely years old. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. IT is of great ſervice to a community to give young 
3 a good education: and it ſhowed the wiſdom 

and policy of this ſtate to train up promiſing youths for 
publick offices and ſtations. This was the practice of the 
moſt celebrated antient ſtates; and it is ſtill of equal im- 
portance to the publick. Some who would otherwiſe be 
uſeleſs, yea, injurious to ſociety, may hereby be made 
great bleſſings to it. It will be wiſe in parents to give 
their children as large and liberal an education as their cir- 
cumſtances will admit of: and it is an excellent charity, 
and a real publick benefit, to contribute to the ſupport of 
charity ſchools and other ſeminaries, by which children and 
youth may be formed to knowledge, piety, and uſefulneſs, 
2. It becomes young people to imitate the amiable 
examples of temperance, prudence, and ſteady regard to 


religion, which we here read of. Theſe young perſons 


ſhowed great piety, ſelf-derial, 'and reſolution : they did 
not think, that becauſe they were of the blood royal, they 


might therefore indulge their appetites without controul; 


but choſe pulſe and water, rather than be led into fin. Let 


young people learn from them to be ſober and temperate in 


all things. And this inſtance proves that temperance and 
abſtemiouſneſs are favourable both to health and virtue, by 
keeping the faculties clear and ftrong, and in fitting men 
for great ſervice, and great ſufferings too, when called to 
them, as theſe young gentlemen were. Eſpecially let them 
learn to be afraid of fin; reſolutely to deny themſelves any 
gratification, by which the ſoul may be polluted ; and rather 
PO: O 3 c.hooſe 

© Such were the wiſe men that came to Chriſt, The aftrolo- 
gers viewed the heavens and made obſervations on the ſtars; in 


theſe ſciences no unlawful arts were uſed, elſe Daniel and his 
companions would not have ſtudied them. | 
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198 DANIEL. II. | 
chooſe to hazard the favour of men, than defile their con. 
ſciences by ſinning againſt God. 

3. We are here taught that learning and honour come 
from God. Tho' no doubt their tutors took great pains 
with theſe noble youths, and they were hard ſtudents, yet 
it is ſaid, God gave them knowledge; and tho' they behaved 
prudently, inoffenſively, and modeſtly, yet that God brought 
them into favour and love. Intellectual abilities, uſeful 
knowledge, and religious attainments, all come from the 
Father of Lights; which ſhows how fit it is that parents 
ſhould pray for-their children, that God would teach them, 
as well as inſtru& them themſelves ; and that thoſe who lack 
wiſdom, ſhould a/# it of God. Eſteem and reputation come 
from him. All hearts are in his hands; and it depends on 
the turn he gives to men's minds, whether we ſhall be 
eſteemed or deſpiſed in the world ; without his favour, all 
the intereſt we can make for ourſelves will be in vain. Let 
us then be ſteadily religious and prudent, /o ſhall we find 
favour and good underſtanding in the fight of God and man. 


— — — — : * 
CHAP. II. 1-30. 


Nebuchadnezzar forgetting. his dream, Daniel findeth it; and 
relates bath the dream, and the interpretation of ii. 


1 ND in the ſecond year of the reign of Nebuchad- 
nezzar,* Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, 
whergwith his ſpirit was troubled, and his fleep brake 
from him; the ſtrangeneſs of the dreams left a ftrong im- 
pereſſion upon him, tho he had forgotten the particulars. 
2 Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and 
the aſtrologe , and the ſorcerers, and the Chaldeans,* 
| for 
4 He is ſpoken of in the former chapter as reigning when Daniel 
was taken captive, who was inſtructed three years before he came 
in to the king; this muſt therefore refer to the ſecond year of 
his reignin . having reigned ſome years with his father, 
as the heathen hifforians tell us; this being the manner of reck- 
_—_ among the Chaldeans. 


he word /ereerers is ſometimes uſed in an ill ſenſe for thoſe 
who practiſed wicked arts. The Chal/drans was a general name 


for 


—— 


for to ſhow the king his dreams. So they came and 

3 ſtood before the king. And the king ſaid unto them, 

I have dreamed a dream, and my ſpirit was troubled to 

4 know the dream. Then ſpake the Chaldeans to the 

king in Syriack, O king, live for ever: tell thy ſer- 

vants the dream, and we will ſhow the interpretation. 

5 The king anſwered and ſaid to the Chaldeans, The 

thing is gone from me; I have forgotten the particulars, 

but the impreſſion of the dream remains: if ye will not 

make known unto me the dream, with the interpreta- 

tion thereof, ye ſhall be cut in pieces, and your houſes 
ſhall be made a dunghill, /o as to leave no remains of 

6 them or of your memory. But if ye ſhow the dream, and 

the interpretation thereof, ye ſhall receive of me gifts 

and rewards and great honour: therefore-ſhow me the 

7 dream, and the interpretation thereof. ' They anſwered 

again and faid, Let the king tell his ſervants the dream, 

8 and we will ſhow the interpretation of it. The king 

- anſwered and ſaid, I know of certainty that ye would 

gain the time, becauſe ye ſee the thing 1s gone from 

me; he perceived that they wiſhed to put him off for the 

Preſent, and to trifle with him till his curioſity was allayed, 

and the traces of his dream loſt; ſo that they might tell him 

any thing, and he would not be certain whether it was his 

dream or not, But if ye will not make known unto me 

the dream, [there is but] one decree for you; no change 

to be made in my purpoſe : for ye have prepared lying and 

corrupt words to ſpeak before me, till the time be 

changed; till ſomething happen to prevent the execution of 

my purpoſe : therefore tell me the dream, and 1 ſhall 

know that ye can ſhow me the interpretation thereof. 

10 The Chaldeans anſwered before the king, and ſaid, 

There is not a man upon the earth that can ſhow the 

king's matter: therefore | there is] no king, lord, nor 

ruler, [that] aſked ſuch things at any magician, or 

| O4 aſtrologer, 

for this kind of learned men; as aſtronomy and aſtrology were 


much ſtudied among them; and is uſed as ſuch buth by the 
greek and latin writers, 

8 The Chaldean and Syriack are different names for the ſame 
language; that language is uſed in this book as far as relates 
to the affairs of Babylon, that is, to the end of chap. vii. 
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11 aſtrologer, or Chaldean. And ſitis] a rare thing that 
the king requireth, and there is none other that can 
ſhow it before the king, except the gods, whoſe dwell- 
ing is not with fleſh ks beings ſuperior to men; 

or, as ſome render it, except that God, ſuppoſing them to 

12 refer to the true God. For this cauſe the king was angry 
and very furious, and commanded to deſtroy all the 

13 wiſe [men] of Babylon. And the decree went forth 
that the wiſe [men] ſhould be lain; and they ſought 
Daniel and his fellows to be flain.® 

14 Then Daniel anſwered with counſel and wiſdom to 
Arioch the captain of the king's guard, which was gone 
forth to ſlay the wiſe [men] of Babylon; not with rage 
againſt the king's bloody edis, but calmly and prudently : 

15 He anſwered and faid to Arioch the king's captain, 
Why [is] the decree [fo] haſty from the king ? or, 
What is the occafion of this ſudden decree? Then Arioch 

16 made the thing known to Daniel. Then Daniel went 
in, and defired of the king that he would give him 
time, and that he would ſhow the king the interpreta- 
tion ; and his paſſion being ſomewhat abated, he recollected 
Daniels wiſdom, and being deſirous to know his dream, he 

_ 17 was willing to grant him the time he aſked. Then Daniel 
went to his Fouſe, and made the thing known to 
Hananiah, Miſhael, and Azariah, his companions :_ 

18 That they would defire mercies of the God of heaven 
concerning this ſecret; that Daniel and his fellows 
ſhould not periſh with the reſt of the wiſe [men] of 
Babylon; they were equally concerned, and therefore ; $a 

19 #0 join in prayer on this occaſion. Then was the ſecret 
revealed unto Daniel in a night viſion ; by @ particular 
and well known impreſſion upon his mind, which aſſured him 
that he was right. - Then Daniel bleſſed the God of 

20 heaven. Daniel anſwered the inſpiring Deity, and faid, 

+  Blefled be the name of God for ever and ever: for 

| wiſdom 

It is ſtrange that he did not firſt apply to them, as he had 
before found them ten times wiſer than his magicians and aftro- 
logers; but perhaps he thought them too young to be conſulted 
on this great occaſion, or was prejudiced "againſt their nation and 


religion; or providence might ſo order it, to make Daniel's diſ- 
covery of the dream more remarkable, 
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Vvoiſdom and might are his, in ordering and bringing 10 

21 paſs all events : And he changeth the times and the ſea- 
ſons : he removeth kings, and ſetteth up kings: he 
giveth wiſdom unto the wiſe, and knowledge to them 
that know underſtanding ; alluding to the great changes in 

22 the kingdoms of the earth, referred to in the dream: He 
revealeth the deep and ſecret things: he knoweth what 
[is] in the darkneſs, and the light dwelleth with him; 
the certain knowledge of whatever ſhall happen, however 

23 unexpetied or remote. | thank thee, and praiſe thee, O 
thou God of my tathers, who haſt given me wiſdom 
and might, and haſt made known unto me now what 
we deſired of thee: for thou haſt [now] made known 

unto us the king's matter. 

24 Therefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the 
king had ordained to deſtroy the wiſe [men] of Baby. 
lon : he went and ſaid thus unto him; Deſtroy not the 
wiſe [men] of Babylon; ſome of them may be worthy men, 
laudably employed in the purſuit of knowledge, and there is 
no reaſon for deſtroying any of them on this account : bring 
me in before the king, and I will ſhow unto the king 

25 the interpretation, Then Arioch brought in Daniel 
before the king in haſte, and faid thus unto him, I 
have found a man of the captives of Judah, that will 

make known unto the king the interpretation; Arioch, 
- like a true courtier, was deſirous to make a merit of the diſ- 

26 covery, tho he had ſought him out to deſtroy him. The 
king anſwered and ſaid to Daniel, whoſe name [was] 
Belteſhazzar, Art thou able to make known unto me 
the dream which I have ſeen, and the interpretation 

27 thereof? Daniel anſwered in the preſence of the king, 
and ſaid, The ſecret which the king hath demanded 
cannot the wiſe men, ] the aſtrologers, the magicians, 
the ſoothſayers, thoſe who foretell future events by looking 
into the entrails of animals which are flain for ſacrifice, ſhow 

28 unto the king; But there is a God in heaven that re- 
vealeth ſecrets, and maketh known to the king Nebu- 

chadnezzar 
As his companions had joined with him in prayer, he hum- 


bly mentions their prayers with his own, tho' the ſecret was only 
revealed to him. 
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chadnezzar what ſhall be in the latter days, tat is, in 
future ages, eſpecially the kingdom of the Meſſiah. Thy 
dream, and the viſions of thy head upon thy bed, are 
29 theſe; As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came [into 
thy mind] upon thy bed, what ſhould come to paſs 

| hereafter, «whether thy monarchy ſhould continue in thy fa- 
mily or not : and he that revealeth ſecrets maketh known 
30 to thee what ſhall come to paſs, But as for me, this 
ſecret is not revealed to me for [any] wiſdom that I 
have more than any living, but for [their] ſakes that 
ſnall make known the interpretation to the king, and 
that thou mighteſt know the thoughts of thy heart; 
that is, for the ſake of the jews, that thou mayeſt be more 

_ favourable to them: or it ſhould rather be rendered, For this 

| _ that the interpretation might be made known to the 

1 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. THAT a wretched creature is the man who is 
- under the power of wild and fiery paſſions ! 
What a contemptible figure does this great king make in 
demanding what was impoſſible to be obtained ; charging 
his aſtrologers with a combination to affront him, and 
commanding them to be put to death, notwithſtanding 
they had ſo much reaſon on their fide? Hot-headed and 


furious men are generally deaf to reaſon; and he who at- 


tempts to convince them by it, will only exaſperate their 
ons. This ſhould teach us' to rule our ſpirits, and 
make us thankful that we do not live under an arbitrary 
government, but have our lives and liberties under the 
protection of good laws and courts of juſtice, 
2. Let us learn in difficult caſes to make known our re- 
queſts unto God, as Daniel and his companions did. We 
have no reaſon to expect ſuch miraculous diſcoveries in our 
favour ; but God can by his providence ſhow us the way 
of duty when we are moſt perplexed, and defend us from 
the danger which threatens us. He can reveal to us ſecrets 
when it will be uſeful for us to know them. Daniel's ſuc- 


ceſs in this reſpect ſhould be an encouragement to our ſup- 


plications; 


e 
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plications; and his praiſes of God, when his prayer was 
anſwered, ſhould teach us, when directed and delivered, to 
offer to God thankſgiving. 

3. The conſideration of the inability of the creature ſhould 
lead us to God. The wiſe men could not ſhow the dream 
nor the interpretation, but God could, There are many 
things beyond human ſkill and power, and in many other 
caſes vain is the help of man. This ſhould prevent our being 
too fond of, or expecting too much from any man, But 
there is a God in heaven, who knows all things and can do 
all things. Wiſdom and might are his; and he will employ 
them for the good of his ſervants; and bleſſed be his name 


for ever and ever, 


— 
— 


CHAP Il. 31, to the end. 
The dream and the interpretation. 


— 


31 HOU, O king, ſaweſt, and behold a great 


image. This great image, whoſe brightneſs 
[was] excellent, ſtood before thee ; and the form there- 


32 of [was] terrible. This image's head [was] of fine 


gold, his breaſt and his arms of filver, his belly and his 


33 thighs of braſs. His legs of iron, his feet part of iron 


34 and part of clay. Thou ſaweſt till that a ſtone was cut 
out without hands, that is, cut out of a quarry, and thrown 
by an inviſible power, which ſmote the image upon his 
feet [that were] of iron and clay, and brake them to 
pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the braſs, the 
filver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and 
became like the chaff of the ſummer threſhing floors ; 

and the wind carried them away, that no place was found 
for them : and the ſtone that ſmote the image became 

36 a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 155 

| 4Þ 

& As Nebuchadnezzar's imagination was full of ſublime ideas 
of grandeur and dominion, a human image of great luſtre is re- 
preſented before him; whereas in Daniel's viſion the ſame em- 
pires were repreſented by a wild, voracious beaſt, as the great - 


enemies of truth and righteouſneſs, and the ſupporters of idolatry 
and tyranny. | | 
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42 Tron mixed with miry clay.“ And [as] the toes of the 
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[is] the dream; and we will tell the interpretation 
thereof before the king; modeſtly giving his companions 
part of the praiſe, by whoſe concurrent prayers he obtained 

37 the diſcovery. Thou, O king, [art] a king of kings : 
for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, 

38 power, and ſtrength, and glory. And whereſoever the 
children of men dwell, the beaſts of the field and the 
fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and 
hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou [art] this 

39 head of gold. And after thee ſhall ariſe another 
kingdom inferior to thee,” and another third king- 
dom of braſs, which ſhall bear rule over all the 
earth; repreſented by the belly and thighs of the image." 
40 And the fourth kingdom ſhall be ſtrong as iron: . 
aſmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and ſubdueth all 
[things :] and as iron that breaketh all theſe, ſhall it 

41 break in pieces and bruiſe.” And whereas thou ſaweſt 
the feet and toes, part of potters* clay, and part of iron, 
the kingdom ſhall be divided; but there ſhall be in it 

of the ftrength of the iron, foraſmuch as thou ſaweſt the 


feet 


I This refers to the Babylonian empire, which was now arrived 
at its greateſt glory, extent, and grandeur; particularly to the 
magnificence of Babylon, which was the wonder of the world, and 
called by Iſaiah, 7% Golden City. * 

= That of the Medes and Perſians, which aroſe quickly in the 


: days of his grandſon Belſhazzar, and continued between two and 


three hundred years. This was inferior to the former, as the 

empire was not ſo extenſive, and the. princes worſe men. 
This refers to the Grecian kingdom, eſpecially under Alex- 

ander the great, who conquered the world. Homer repreſents 


the Greeks as famous for their brazen armour; and therefore it 


is called a Kingdom of Braſs. This was divided afterwards into 
four kingdoms by Alexander's generals; the principal of theſe 
were Syria and Egypt, which are repreſented by the thighs, but 
are always ſpoken of by heathen writers as one and the ſame 


om. 
This repreſents the Roman empire, which ſhould rule over the 
earth, or all the countries that had been ſubject to the other empires : 
by the two legs, ſome underitand the eaſtern and weſtern empire ; and 


© others, the two conſuls, or principal magiſtrates of Rome, 


? This refers to the ren kingdoms into which the Roman empire was 
divided: The iron and clay may refer to the civil and ecclefialtical 
| power 
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on feet [were] part of iron, and part of clay, [ſo] the 
15 43 kingdom ſhall be partly ſtrong, and partly broken.“ And 
ed whereas thou ſaweſt iron mixed with miry clay, they 


ſhall mingle themſelves with the ſeed of men: but they 
ſhall. not cleave one to another, even as iron is not 
44 mixed with clay.” And in the days of theſe kings, 
that is, in the days of ſome of them, and during the con- 
tinuance of the roman empire, ſhall the God of heaven ſet 
up a kingdom, which ſhall never be deſtroyed: and the 
kingdom ſhall not be left to other people, [but] it ſhall _ 
break in pieces and conſume all theſe kingdoms, and it 
45 ſhall ſtand for ever.“ Foraſmuch as thou ſaweſt that 
the ſtone was cut out of the mountain without hands, 
'and that it brake in pieces the iron, the braſs, the clay, 
the filver, and the gold; the great God hath made 
known to the king what ſhall come to paſs hereafter : 
and the dream [is] certain, and the interpretation there- 
of ſure; that is, this kingdom ſhall not take its riſe from 
| ſecular power, but be a ſpiritual kingdom, raiſed by the inter- 
poſition of divine providence ;, and which, tho ſmall and ob- 
ſcure at firſt, ſhall afterwards ſpread itſelf, and fill the earth, 
(according to v. 35; and as ſure as thou haſt ſeen this, 
there ſhall be an exact correſpondence between the dream and 
the event. 


Then 


power after the eſtabliſhment of the popes of Rome: the eccleſiaſtical 
power repreſented by the clay, as it not only defiled but weakened the 
empire. * 

ly Mach of the Roman ſtrength remained notwithſtanding their 
internal diviſions. 

This refers to the attempts of theſe ten kingdoms to ſtrengthen 
themſelves by inter-marriages, towards the latter part of the Roman 
empire: yet their different intereſts engaged them in continual 
wars, and the eccleſiaſtical power weakened them all, as clay would 
iron. 

* This refers to the kingdom of the Meſſiah, which ſhould be 
ſet up during the laſt of theſe kingdoms, (for the ſtone ſpote 
the image on the feet) and predicts, that Chriſt was to have no 
: ſucceſſor ; that there ſhould be no revolution in his kingdom, but 
; that he ſhould deſtroy all oppoſing powers. Chriſt did not indeed 
| deſtroy the former kingdoms, but he deſtroyed that in which they 
were included, their heathen principles; and will at laſt deftroy 
b all powers that are oppoſite to his intereſt, and will not ſubmit 
to his authority, | 


#7 
— — — — — 
U— 2 — — 
jy - 


— —̃ — a. — 


DANIEL. II. 


46 Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, 


and worſhipped Daniel, and commanded that they 
ſhould offer an oblation and ſweet odours unto him. 
47 The king anſwered unto Daniel, and ſaid, Of a truth 
[it is,] that your God is a God of gods, and. a Lord 
of kings, and a revealer of ſecrets, ſeeing thou couldſt 


48 reveal this ſecret, Then the king made Daniel a great 


man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him 

ruler- over the whole province of Babylon, and chief 

of the governors over all the wiſe [men] of Babylon, 

49 Then Daniel requeſted of the king, and he ſet Shadrach, 

- Meſhach, and Abed-nego, over the affairs of the pro- 

vince of Babylon: but Daniel ¶ ſat] in the gate of the 

king; he prevailed for them to ſhare in his office and honours, 

but he himſelf was kept near the king, and conſulted in all 
affairs of ſtate. 


REELECTION. 


E ſhould be led to. admire the ſpirit of prophecy, 
which foretold theſe wonderful changes which have 


been ſo exactly fulfilled; and eſpecially to rejoice and be 


thankful that God hath ſet up the kingdom of Chriſt, here 
foretold, and that it hath hitherto prevailed and endured. 
It hath outlived moſt other kingdoms, and ſhall endure for 
ever. it is a kingdom ſet up by the God of heaven; not 


| promoted and ſupported by human wiſdom and 1 
one 


ut by the power of Jehovah. And what God hath 
to ſupport it hitherto, ſhould encourage our faith that it 
ſhall ſtill be maintained. While we enjoy the bleſſings of 
it, let us be careful to obſerve its laws, to promote its 


| Intereſt and advancement, and in every reſpect to walk 


worthy of God, who hath called us to his kingdom and glory. 
| CHAP. 


e Proſtration was an expreſſion of the higheſt veneration ; this 
Nebuchadnezzar therefore uſed to Daniel, thinking him more than 
buman: this adoration no doubt Daniel oppoſed, and referred the 
glory of all to God; that he made ſome addreſs to the king is 
oppoſed in the next verſe, 
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CHAP. III. 


Nebuchadnezzar ſets up à golden image in Dura, and decrees 
that all his ſubjefts ſhall worſhip it; Shadrach, Meſhach, and 
Abed-nego are accuſed of a refuſal to this decree ; for which 
they are caſt into the fiery furnace, and delivered : a ſtriking 
example of the interpoſition of providence in favour of true and 
inflexible piety ; the Apoſtle refers to this when he ſpeaks of 
ſome who by faith quenched the violence of fire. 

I EBUCHADNEZZAR the king made an image 
of gold, whoſe height [was] threeſcore cubits, 

[and] the breadth thereof fix cubits : he ſet it up in the 

2 plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.“ Then 
Nebuchadnezzar the king ſent to gather together the 
princes, the governors and the captains, the Jane 
the treaſurers, the counſellers, the ſheriffs, and all the 
rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of 
the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had ſet up. 

3 Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the 
judges, the treaſurers, the counſellers, the ſheriifs, and 
all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together 
unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar 
the king had ſet up, ready to perform the worſhip that he 
4 required. Then an herald, 10 denote the extent of the 
. © Babylomiſh empire, cried aloud, To you it is command- 
5 ed, O people, nations, and languages, [That] at what 
time ye hear the ſound of the cornet, flute, harp, ſack- 
but, pſaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of muſick,“ ye 
fall 


This was the image of Bel, his god, (in honour of whom 
Daniel was called Belteſhazzar ;) probably the height of the pedeſtal 
was included, or elſe it would have been diſproportionate : as there 
were many worſhippers, it was placed on high, that all might 
ſee it, Diodorus Siculus mentions an image found in the temple 
of Belus forty feet high, which ſome think was the ſame, 

The names of theſe inſtruments in Chaldaic, are like the 
Greek ; which ſome have urged as an argument that this book 
was not written till after the Greeks had conquered the eaſt; 
but theſe names in the Greek might be derived from the Chal- 
daic ; the inſtrument might be brought from Tyre, and to Tyre 
by the Greeks ; Nebuchadnezzar having conquered that city, where, 
no doubt, inſtruments of muſick were in great perfection. 
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fall down and worſhip the golden image that Nebu- 
6 chadnezzar the king hath ſet up: And whoſo falleth 
not down and worſhippeth ſhall the ſame hour be caſt 
7 into the midſt of a burning fiery furnace.* Therefore 
at that time, when all the people heard the ſound of 
the cornet, flute, harp, ſackbut, pſaltery, and all kinds 
of muſick, all the people, the nations, and the lan- 
guages, fell down [and] worſhipped the golden image 
that Nebuchadnezzar the king had ſet up; the people 
readily complied, it being a common maxim among the heathen, 
that they muſt accommodate themſelves to the worſhip of 
every country where they refided. 
8 Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans, who were 
grieved that theſe foreigners ſhould be promoted, came near, 
9 and accuſed the Jews. They ſpake and ſaid to the king 
10 Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever. Thou, O 
king, haſt made a decree, that every man that ſhall 
hear the found of the cornet, flute, harp, ſackbut, pſal- 
tery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of muſick, ſhall fall 
11 down and worſhip the golden image: And whoſo fall- 
eth not down and worſhippeth, [that] he ſhould be caſt 
12 into the midſt of a burning fiery furnace. There are 
certain Jews whom thou haſt ſet over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed- 
nego; who have been raiſed by thy favour, and are under 
the higheſt obligations to thee; theſe men, O king, have 
not regarded thee ; they ſerve not thy gods, nor wor- 
* golden ĩmage which thou haſt ſet up. 
13 hen Nebuchadnezzar in [his] rage and fury com - 
manded to bring Shadrach, Meſhach, and 3 


14 Then they brought theſe men before the king. Ne- 


buchadnezzar ſpake and ſaid unto them, [Is it] true, 
or, Is it on purpoſe to affront me, O Shadrach, Meſhach, 
and Abed-nego, do not ye ſerve my gods, nor worſhip 

15 the golden image which I have ſet up? Now if ye be 
ready that at what time ye hear the ſound of the cornet, 
flute, harp, ſackbut, pſaltery, and dulcimer, and all 

| | kinds 


* Burning alive was a puniſhment common among the Chal- 


deans. This is the firſt time we read in ſcripture of dividing 
time by hours. | 


| deliverance, 
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kinds of muſick, ye fall down and worſhip the image 


which I have made; [well :] but if ye worſhip not, ye 
ſhall be caſt the ſame hour into the midſt of a burn- 
ing fiery furnace; and who [is] that God that ſhall de- 
liver you out of my hands ? forgetting the God he had 
before acknowledged, and impiouſiy putting himſelf on a level 
16 with the Almighty. Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed- 
nego, anſwered, and faid to the king, O Nebuchad- 
nezzar, we [are] not careful to anſwer thee in this 
matter; the caſe is ſo plain, that it admits of no diſpute or 
17 deliberation. If it be [ſo,] our God whom we ſerve is 
able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and 
18 he will deliver [us] out of thine hand, O king.” But if 
not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not 
ſerve thy gods, nor worſhip the golden image which 
thou haſt ſet up, and will abide by the conſequences.* | 
19 Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the 
form of his viſage was changed againſt Shadrach, Me- 
ſhach, and Abed-nego : [ therefore] he ſpake, and com- 
manded that they ſhould heat the furnace one ſeven 
times more than it was wont to be heated for other male- 
fattors. He was highly provoked by their ingratitude and 


20 - obſtinacy, as he would call it, in ſo little a thing. And he 


commanded the moſt mighty men that | were] in his 
army to bind Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed-nego, 
and] to caſt them] into the burning fiery furnace. 


21 Then theſe men were bound in their coats, their hoſen, 


and their hats, in their mantles, trowſers, and turbans, 
and their [other] garments, and were caſt into the midſt 
23 of the burning fiery furnace. Therefore becauſe the 
king's commandment was urgent, and the furnace ex- 
Vol. VI. P ceeding 


Y How far they had any immediate revelation to aſſure them 


of deliverance, we cannot ſay ; they might, under a powerful im- 


preſſion on their minds, utter the words, without underſtanding 
the full meaning of them themſelves. 


* It is natural to enquire, Where was Daviel? No doubt he 


did not join in the idolatry; perhaps he was at a diſtance, or his 
enemies thought him too much in favour to make the firſt at- 
tempt upon him; or perhaps he had ſome inſpired directions not 
to interpoſe for his Heads, as the ſupremacy and power of Je- 


hovah would be illuſtrated, and idolatry confounded, by their 
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ceeding hot, the flame of the fire ſlew, or ſuffocated, 
thoſe men that took up Shadrach, Meſhach, and 


23 Abed-nego.” And thee & three men, Shadrach, Me 
n fell down bound into the midſt 
of the burning fiery 


9 Then tha king on of Ae 
 deſtruftion of the guards, and the preſervation of theſe three 
men, and roſe up in haſte, [and] ſpake, — 9 
his counſellors, Did not we caſt three men bound into 

.. the midſt of the fire? They anſwered and faid unto the 

25 king, True, O king. He anſwered and faid, Lo, I 
ſee four men looſe, walking in the midſt of the fire, 

ndnd they have no hurt; e 

26 like the ſon of God, or, an angel. Then Nebuchad- 

neꝛxar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery fur. 

nace, [and] ſpake, and faid, Shadrach, Meſhach, and 
. ; Abed-nego, ye ſervants of the moſt high God, come 
forth, and come [hither :] he now remembered the God 
wm he had before acknowledged. Then Shadrach, Me- 
ſhach, and . 
fire, which had burned nothing but the cords with which 

27 they were bound. And the princes, governors and cap- 
_ tains, and the king's counſellors, being gathered to- 
gether, ſaw theſe men, upon whoſe bodies the fire had 
no power, nor was an hair of their head ſigned, neither 
were their coats changed, nor the ſmell of e had paſſed 

'28 on them. [Then] Nebuchadnezzar ſpake, ſaid, 

Bleſſed [be] the God of Shadrach, Meſhach, and 

Abed-nego, who hath ſent his angel, and delivered his 

ſervants that truſted 1 in him, and have changed the 

s word, that is, refuſed obedience to his decree, and 

ed it of no effeft, and yielded their bodies, that 

they might not ſerve nor worſhip any . their 


8 — 3 Therefore I make a decree, I * 


There was ſomething extraordinary in this; 
was driven out as with « violent blaſt of wind on raps the fi 


ir prayers and praiſes, or ſome 
ſublime ſtrains of devotion which they made uſe of on this oc- 
cafion, in the Apocrypha: but as this is 4 much later compok- 


tion, it is not greatly to be depended upon. 


- 


DANIEL. III. 211 

| e, nation, and lan which ſpeak any thing 

peo againſt the God of Shadrach, Meſhach, and A- 
bed-nego, ſhall be cut in pieces, and their houſes ſhall 

be made a dunghill : becauſe there is no other god that 

© can deliver after this ſort, JR 

30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meſhach, and 

Abed-nego, in the province of Babylon; - ke reſtored 

them to their poſts. This was a happy deliverance for the 

reſt of the jews ; for had theſe men been conſumed, it is pro- 

| bable that all the reſt of the jews would have been perſecuted, 

and muſt either have turned idolaters, or have been deſtroyed. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. E here ſee how ſoon impreſſions of — — may 
be loſt. It is uncertain how long this event 
happened after the interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar's . 
dream; but it is a proof that he had forgotten the God of 
the jews, the God of gods, whom he then acknowledged : 
he therefore ſet up a new idol, and commanded the people 
| to worſhip it. After this he confeſſed Jehovah to be the 
moſt high God; ſuperior to all other gods; yet he nei- 
ther broke his image, nor aboliſhed the worſhip of it. 
Thus, many have awakenings of conſcience, are convinced 
of the evil of fin, ſee their own practices to be wrong and 
dangerous; and yet continue in them. Ho careful then 
ſhould we be to cheriſh ſerious impreſſions, till they iſſue in 
a ſound and thorough converſion. 

2. See how idolatry and falſe worſhip have been ſupport- 
ed in the world: by the ſplendour of images, the pomp of 
worſhip, and the charms of muſick, to allure the ſenſes; and 
by perſecution, penalties, and death, to terrify the mind; 
and all with the ime defign, to confound the underſtanding, 
and filence the voice of reaſon. By theſe methods popiſh 
idolatry is ſtill ſupported ; but true religion, and chriftian 

+ worſhip, need none of theſe aids. | 

3. Here is a noble inſtance of heroic fortitude and reſo- 

| —— which deſerves to be conſidered — - * 
ially yo ons. Much might have id for 

the — 2 young . it was but for once, 
9 on 
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on a great occaſion; all the grandees complied; as Nebu- 
chadnezzar had conferred great honour and dignity 2 
them, it was ungrateful to refuſe; by compliance, they 
might have kept their poſts, and ſerved their countrymen, 
and the cauſe of God. But the expreſs law of God for- 
bade it. They reproached not the king, nor bantered his 
image and worſhip; but anſwered with all calmneſs and 
ſteadineſs, We will not ſerve thy gods, nor worſhip the golden 
image which thou haſt ſet up. In ſo plain a caſe there was 
no need to deliberate ; to do that, where the duty is plain, 
is very dangerous. They argued not about the matter, 
but anſwered peremptorily at once, Ve will not, let the 
conſequence be hat it may. Thus it becomes young peo- 
ple, and indeed all of us, to anſwer the temptations which 
attack us; 10 quit aur ſelves like men, and be ftrong ;, remem- 
bering what a God we ſerve, and how able he is both to 
deliver and reward us. To attain this fortitude and reſo- 
lution, we muſt deny ourſelves in leſſer inſtances. If theſe 
confeſſors had not long before refuſed to eat of the king's 
meat, and been content to live on pulſe, to avoid ſin, they 
would probably have complied, _ 

4. We may reflect on the power of God, and his care 
of his ſervants. - Angels are at his command; fire is under 
his controul; nothing can be loſt by fidelity to him. Who 
would not fear and ſerve that Being who has thus promiſed, 
and in this inftance literally performed it, 1/a. xliii. 2, When 
thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will be with thee; and through 
the rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee : when thou walkeſt 
through the fire, thou ſhalt not be burned; neither ſhall the flame 
kindle upon thee. | 


— A 


CHAP. . 

This chapter contains a wonderful flory ; it was written by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, and in the form of a royal proclamation was 

ent abroad, and directed to all men. 
I —— nies indi the king, unto all peo- 
4 ple, nations, and languages, that dwell in all 
2 the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. I thought 
| | it 
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it good to ſhow the ſigns and wonders that the high 
3 God hath wrought toward me. How great [are] his 
ſigns ! and how mighty [are] his wonders ! his. king- 
dom [is] an everlaſting kingdom, and his dominion 
[is] from generation to generation. 
4 - I Nebuchadnezzar was at reſt in mine houſe, and 
flouriſhing in my palace; all my affairs were in a proſper- 


8 ous way, and I thought myſelf very ſecure : I ſaw a dream 


which made me afraid, and the thoughts upon my bed 
6 and the viſions of my head troubled me. Therefore 
made I a decree to bring in all the wiſe {men} of Baby- 
lon before me, that they might make known-unto me 
7 the interpretation of the dream. Then came in the 
magicians, the aſtrologers, the Chaldeans, and the 
ſoothſayers: and I told the dream before them; but 
they did not make known unto me the-interpretation 
thereof. „bus 
8 But at the laſt Daniel, (who probably had been employed 
about other buſineſs, and not conſulted till they failed; or, 
being maſter of the wiſe men, he gave his judgment the laſt) 
came in before me, whoſe name {was} Belteſhazzar, 
ing to the name of my god, and in whom [is] 
the ſpirit of the holy gods, or the holy God, in the Jingu- 
lar, as the word often refers to Fehovah': and before him 
9 I told the dream, [ ſaying,] O Belteſhazzar, maſter of 
the magicians,  becanſe I know that the ſpirit of the 
holy gods [is] in thee, and no ſeeret troubleth thee, 
tell me the viſions of my dream that I have ſeen, and 
the interpretation thereof, for now. I know- the dream. 
10 Thus [were] the viſions of mine head in my bed; 1 
| ſaw, and behold a tree in the midſt of the earth, and the 
11 height thereof [was] great. The tree grew, and was 
ſtrong, and the height thereof reached unto heaven, 
and the ſight thereof to the end of all the earth, ſo that 
12 perſons might ſee it at a great diſtance : The leaves there- 
of [were] fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it 
[was] meat for all: the beaſts of the field had ſhadow 
under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the 
| P 3 boughs 
© Kings are often repreſented by this ſimile; particularly the 
king of Aſſyria by Ezekiel, ch. xxxi. 3. 
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boughs thereof, and all fleſh was fed of it; 3 
as well as great; 2 

13 its protefion: I ſaw in the viſions of my head — — 
bed, and, behold, a watcher and an holy one came 
down from heaven; one of the holy angels, wha watch 


relying on its pro- 
15 tection. Nevertheleſs leave the ſtump of his roots in 
the earth, even with a band of iron and bras, 1 keep it 


|, toe up over ie he bl of men; hk Ne: 
dream I king Nebuchadnezear have ſeen. Now thou, 
intcrpretation thereof, for- 


interpretation — 
mii think it referred to his humiliation and calamity, and 
thereforg be afraid to tell kim : but thou art able ; r 
ſpirit of the holy gods [is] in thee. | 
19 Then Daniel, whoſe name [was] Belteſhazzar, was 
aſtonied for one hour, that is, for a confiderable ſpace, 
and his thoughts troubled him; the circumſtance was 
aſtoniſhing, and his high regard for the king increaſed his 
m,, Then The king 6 and GORE: 


God is ſometimes repreſented as 3 with his angels, 
and they, as joining in his decrees ; but by holy ones, ſome un- 
derſtand ſaints upon earth praying God to reſtrain hir tyranny» 


* 


— 
0 
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Let not the dream, or the interpretation thereof, 
trouble thee. Belteſhazzar anſwered with tenderneſs 
and politeneſs, and ſaid, My lord, the dream [be] to 
them that hate thee, and the in tion thereof 


20 to thine enemies. The tree that thou ſaweſt, which 


grew, and was ſtrong, whoſe height reached unto 
the heaven, and the fight thereof to all the earth; 


21 Whoſe leaves [were] fair, and the fruit thereof much, 


22 ſhow what notice he had taken of the relation; It [is] thou, 


24 


24 field, till ſeven times paſs 


and in it was] meat for all; under which the beaſts of 


the field dwelt, and upon whoſe branches the fowls of 


the heaven had their habitation z repeating all this, to 


O king, that art grown and become ſtrong: for thy 
tneſs is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy 
— v6 thi end of the earth. And whereas the 
king ſaw a watcher and an holy one coming down from 
heaven, and ſaying, Hew the tree down, and deſtroy 
it: yet leave the ſtump of the roots thereof in the 
, even with a band of iron and braſs in the tender 
graſs of the field; implying, that a ſecret powerful provi- 
ſhould watch over Nebuthadnezzar, and guard him 

from wild beaſts and the inclemency of the weather, till his 
reaſon returned; and let it be wet with the dew of heav- 
en, and [let] his portion ¶ be] with the beaſts of the 
over him; This [is] the in- 


- terpretation, O king, and this [is] the decree of the 


moſt High, which is come upon my lord the king: 


25 That they ſhall drive thee from men, or, thou ſoalt be 


driven from men, ſeized with lunacy and madneſs, and be 
incapable of human converſe, and thy dwelling ſhall be 
with the beaſts of the field, and they ſhall make thee to 
eat graſs as oxen, and they ſhall wet thee with the dew 
of heaven, and ſeven times ſhall paſs over thee, till 
thou know that the moſt High ruleth in the kingdom 


26 of men, and giveth it to whomſoever he will. And 


whereas they, that is, Gud, and his angels who execute his 
Pleaſure, commanded to leave the ſtump of the tree 
roots; thy kingdom ſhall be ſure unto thee, after that 
thou ſhalt have known that the heavens do rule. 


27 Wherefore, O king, let my counſel be acceptable unto 
| | P 4 


thee, 
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_ thee, and break off th ins by rigtireculGpibSchine 
iniquities by ſhowing mercy to the poor, whans thaw haſt 
injured and oppreſſed; if it may be a lengthening of. thy 
tranquillity, - ' 5 
28 All this came upon the king Niabadeg 
29 At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace 
of the kingdom of Babylon; God's patience waited, but 
30 Daniels advice made but little impreſion. The king 
2 and ſaid, Is not this great Babylon, that I have 
| built for the houſe of the kingdom by the might of my 
power, and for the honour of my majeſty ? He ftrutted . 
about as th he were independent of the moſt High; ſurvey- 
ing the glory of a creation of his own, refletting on what lie 
had done to make the city beautiful and magnificent. And 
31 While the word [was] in the king's- — there fell a 
voice from heaven, [{aying,] O king Nebuchadnezzar, 
to thee it is ſpoken; The kingdom is departed from 
32 ther. Aud they ſhall drive thee, or, thou ſhalt be driven, - 
2 end and thy dwelling ( ſhall be] with the beaſts 
of the field: they ſhall make thee to eat graſs as oxen, 
and ſeven times ſhall paſs over thee, until thou know 
that the moſt High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
giveth it to whomſoever he will; the terror of this voice, 
and the remembrance of Daniel's interpretation, might haſten 
33 his madneſs; for The fame hour was the thing fulfilled - 
upon Nebuchadnezzar, and he was driven from men, 
and did eat graſs as oxen, and/his bod was wetwwith 
the dew of heaven, till his hairs'wert-grown like eagles 
[feathers,] and his nails like birds“ [claws :] he ran out 
imo a large park near ie palace; and tis miniſters, 
uo hope of tus recovery till the time fixed, and belieping this 
to be the will of providence, left him to wander. there, and 
54 put the kingdom under a regency for ſeven years.” And at 
| the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine 
eyes unto heaven, whereas before they were fiued on ie 
. and mine underſtanding returned unto * 5 
I bleſſ 


wp "He ſometimes in the firſt perſon and 1 in the 
third, as many writers do. 


There is 4 fragment of an antient hiſtorian of thoſe days, 


who gives ſome account "of this event, quoted by Scaliger and 
bother writers. -; 


an” 


. . * 2D 
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I bleſſed the moſt High, and I praiſed and honoured 


him that liveth for ever, whoſe dominion [is] an ever- 
laſting dominion, and his kingdom [is] from genera- 
35 tion to generation: And all the inhabitants of the earth 
[are] reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to 

his will in the army of heaven, and [among] the inha- 
bitants of the earth: and none can ſtay his hand, or 

36 ſay unto him, What doeſt thou? At the ſame time my 
reaſon returned unto me: and for the glory of my 
kingdom, mine honour and brightneſs returned unto 
me; I was able to behave in as wiſe, rational, and majeſtic 

a maniter «as before; and my counſellors and my lords 
ſought unto me; and I was eſtabliſhed in my kingdom, 
and excellent majeſty was added unto me; Gd gave 
ſuchi a turn to their minds, that they ſought to me, and re- 
37 verenced me as much as before. Now 1 Nebuchadnezzar, 
+» (he does not ſay king Nebuchadnezzar,) with all humility of 
sul, praiſe and extol and honour: the King of heaven, 
all whoſe: works [are] truth, and his ways judgment; 
-4 - acknowledging not only his power, but his juſtice : and thoſe 
that walk in pride he is able to abaſe. So he found it; he 
+ -had-watked in pride, but how was he brought low, even to 
creep upon the ground! This is the laſt we read. of him; one 
would hope he lived and died unden theſe good impreſſions, 


: 


| and that this judgment upon him might be the ſaving of his 


22 
- * 3 


„ RE F LE CT ION 


1. O W ſoon may the minds of the greateſt men be 


* terrified, v. 4. Nebuchadnezzar had made many 
ſucceſsful campaigns, obtained great glory, made his bed 
ealyy and was well guarded; yet he was terrified, Of 
what little value are riches and honour, when they cannot 
ſecure the of the mind, nor relieve it when God is a 
terror to it. % | | 


2. It is our duty to inform others of God's dealings with 


us, as far as may be for his glory and their good. All 
countries no doubt heard of Nebuchadnezzar's diſtraction; 
but he lets them know that the hand of God was in it, and 
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bears teſtimony to his power and righteouſneſs. Thus 


ſhould we embrace every opportunity of glorifying God, 
and celebrating his excellenctes; and not be aſhamed to 


mention even thoſe diſpenſations which are moſt afflictive 


and mortifying to us. 

3. Daniel's —.— counſel to Nebuchadnezzar, ſnould 
be attended to by all thoſe who have been unjuſt or uncha- 
ritable, viz. to break off their fins, to ceaſe to do evil, and 
to bring forth fruits meet for repentance ; to be as forward 
to ſhow mercy, as they have been to oppreſs or bear hard 
upon others. This may remove temporal judgments, at 
leaſt prevent or defer them; but it is abſolutely neceſſary 
in order to ſecure everlaſting tranquillity, 

4. What a dreadful,caſe is it to be deprived of reaſon ! 
The. moſt afflictive of all temporal judgments. The pooreſt 

in his was more — — hap 72 


than this inſane king. How thankful ſhould we be 


the continuance of our reaſon, and how careful never to 

injure it, by drunkenneſs, violent paſſions, anxious cares 

about the world, or ſuffering our faculties to ruſt. Let us 

tenderly pity thoſe who want it; never cenſure them, or 

— En Jo; bog 05 in 00y power for 
relief. 

5. Obſerve how eaſily God can humble the t of 
men. This is one of the fineſt, moſt humbling, and in- 
ſtructive leſſons to human vanity, that ever was exhibited ; 
and a glorious, laſting proof of God's ſupremacy, almighty 
power, l pride. Let us attend to thoſe in- 


+ ſtructions which © -&. pr en hath given us, and re- 


member, that the heavens rule, that the moſt High 
governs, that he will abaſe thoſe that walk in pride, and that 


** OOTY ey hum, and proſper, 


5 CHAP. V. 

. In this chapter wwe have an account of the taking of Babylon by 
| Cyrus. Feremiah had foretold that all nations ſhould ſerve 
Nebuchadnezzar, his ſon, and his ſon's ſon, and then, that 
kv anive fiuld comets an end — * 
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ſon of Nebuchadnezzar, and the ſon of Evil-merodach. Cyrus 
had beaten him in battle, and then befieged the city. The 
king and inhabitants _ —— and ſecure, becauſe they 
thought it impregnable, twenty years proviſions with- 
in its walls; but during the feaſt mentioned in this chapter, 
Cyrus ſurprized the city, by draining the river Euphrates, 
which ran thro it, and entering along the channel of it.* 
I ELSHAZZAR the king made a great feaſt to a 
B thouſand of his lords, and drank wine before the 
2 thouſand. Belſhazzar, whiles he taſted the wine, com- 
manded to bring the golden and filver veſſels which his 
father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple 
which [was] in Jeruſalem; that the king, and his prin- 
ces, his wives, and his concubines might drink therein 
which, as theſe veſſels were put into the temple of his own 
god, was a profanation of them in his drunken frolick, con- 
3 trary to the principles of his own religion. Then they 
brought the golden veſſels that were taken out of the 
temple of the houſe of God which [was] at Jeruſalem , 
and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his con- 
cubines, drank in them. They drank wine, and praiſed 
the gods of gold, and of filver, of braſs, of iron, of 
—_ and of ſtone, in 4 kind of triumph over the God of 
ael. _ | 
5 In the ſame hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, 
and wrote over againſt the candleſtick upon the plaiſter 
of the wall of the king's palace: and the king ſaw the 
6 part of the hand that wrote. Then the king's coun- 
tenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, 
ſo that the joints of his loins were looſed, and his knees 
{mote one againſt another; is guilty thoughts threw him 
into dreadful terror and confuſion; and, with great fear and 
7 impatience, The king cried aloud to bring in the aſtrolo- 
ers, the Chaldeans, and the ſoothſayers. SANT] the 
Ling ſpake, and ſaid to the wiſe [men] of Babylon, 
Whoſoever ſhall read this writing, and ſhow me the 
interpretation thereof, ſhall be clothed with ſcarlet, and 
[have] 
The particulars of this are recorded by Hzxoporus and 
XINerHox. | 
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have] a chain of gold about his neck, and ſhall be the 
third ruler in the kingdom, or, one of the three preſidents. 
8 Then came in all the king's wiſe [| men :] but they could 
not read the writing, nor make known to the king the 
interpretation thereof; it being probably written in the old 
Hebrew or Samaritan charafters, which they did not under- 
9 ftand, Then was king Belſhazzar greatly troubled, and 
his countenance was changed. in him, and his lords 
; aſtonied. 
Now] the queen by reaſon of the words of the king 
his lords came into the banquet houſe: * [and] the 
queen ſpake, and ſaid, O king, live for ever: let not 
thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be 
11 changed: There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom 
lis the ſpirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy 
ther light and underſtanding and wiſdom, like the 
wiſdom of the gods, was found in him ; whom the 
king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, [1 fay,] 
thy father, or grandfather, made maſter of the magicians, 
12 aſtrologers, Chaldeans, [and] foothſayers ; Forafmuch 
zs an excellent ſpirit, and knowledge, and underſtand- 
ing, interpreting of dreams, and ſhowing of hard ſen- 
tences, and diſſolving of doubts, were found in the ſame 
Daniel, whom the king named Belteſhazzar : now let 
| Daniel be called, and he will ſhow the interpretation. 
1 3 Then was Daniel brought in before the king. [And] 
the king ſpake, and ſaid unto Daniel, [ Art] thou that 
Daniel, which [art] of the children of the captivity of 
Judah, whom den mg my father brought out of Jewry? 
14 I have even heard o 
[is] in thee, and [that] light and underſtanding and 
15 excellent wiſdom is found i in thee. And now the wiſe 
[men,] 


This could not be his wife, for ſhe was with him, but the 
queen mother, Nitocris, wife to Nebuchadnezzar, whom heathen 
hiſtorians repreſent as a prudent woman, and who had the chief 
adminiſtration of affairs 

It is ſtrange that Daniel ſhould be unknown to the king; he 
was perhaps either removed, or had retired from court, or, which 
is more probable, the king knew nothing of his own affairs; 
which is confirmed by the account given us by * hiſtorians, 
that he was a weak, luxurious prince. 


* 


thee, that the ſpirit of the gods 
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men, ] the aſtrologers, have been brought in before 
me, that they ſhould read this writing, and make 
known unto me the interpretation thereof: but they 
16 could not ſnow the interpretation of the thing. And 
I have heard of thee, that thou canſt make interpreta- 
tions, and diſſolve doubts : now if thou canſt read the 
writing, and make known to me the interpretation 
thereof, thou ſhalt be clothed with ſcarlet, and ſhave] 
a chain of gold about thy neck, and ſhalt be the third 
ruler in the kingdom, 
17 Then Daniel anſwered and faid before the king, Let 
thy gifts be to thyſelf, and give thy rewards to another; 
J neither deſerve nor defire them; yet I will read the writ- 
ing unto the king, and make known to him the inter- 
pretation: but, before he read and explained the writing, he 
boldly and pioufly attempted to awaken the mind of the king 
18 to ſerious reflefiion. O thou king, the moſt high God 
gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and ma- 
19 jeſty, and glory, and honour: And for the majeſty that 
he gave him, all people, nations, and languages, 
trembled and feared before him : whom he would he 
flew; and whom he would he kept alive; and whom 
he would he ſet up; and whom he would he put down, 
20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind harden- 
ed in pride, he was depoſed from his kingly throne, and 
21 they took his glory from him : And he was driven from 
the ſons of men; and his heart was made like the beaſts, 
and his dwelling [was] with the wild aſſes: they fed 
him with ral like oxen, and his body was wet with 
the dew of heaven; till he knew that the moſt high 
God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that] he ap- 
22 pointeth over it whomſoever he will. And thou his 
ſon, O Belſhazzar, haſt not humbled thine: heart, 
23 though thou kneweſt all this; But haſt lifted up thyſelf 
againſt the Lord of heaven; and they have brought 
the veſſels of his houſe before thee, and thou, 
and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have 
drunk wine in them; and thou haſt praiſed the gods of 
filver, and gold, of braſs, iron, wood, and ſtone, which 
ſee not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whoſe 
| hand 


222 DANIEL. V. 


hand thy breath [is,] and whoſe [are] all thy ways, 


haſt thou not glorified ; thou haſt not given honour to him 
| Twho has the ſupreme diſpoſal of thy affairs and thy life: 
24 Then was the part of the hand ſent from him; and 
this writing was written. 
25 And this ſis] the writing that was written, MENE, 
26 MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. Thus [is] the in- 
terpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath num- 
bered thy kingdom, and finiſhed it ; he hath determined 
the days of thy life, and the continuance of thy kingdom ; 
27 both of which are now concluded. TEKEL ; thou art 
weighed in the balances, and art found wanting; thou 
art light and worthleſs, therefore in firi juſtice he hath 
28 determined thy fate. PERES, (the fimple form of Uphar- 
fm, which fignifies, both to divide, and is the proper name 
of the Perfians) thy kingdom is divided, and given to 
29 the Medes and Perfians. Then commanded Belſhaz- 
zar, and they clothed Daniel with ſcarlet, and [put] a 
chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation 
concerning him, that he ſhould be the third ruler in the 
kingdom. 
30 In that night was Belſhazzar the king of the Chal- 
deans flain, together with his nobles, amidſt their revelling, 
31 as Jeremiah had foretold, Jer. li. 579. And Darius the 
Median took the kingdom, [being] about threeſcore 
and two years old; or rather, Cyaxares, uncle, by the 
mother's fide, to Cyrus, wwho reigned about two years, and 
then Cyrus took poſſeſſion of the whole empire. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. QE E the connection that ſubſiſts between ſenſuality 
and profaneneſs, and that both are preſages of ruin. 
Belſhazzar and his lords were ſpending the night in drink- 
ing and revelling; which was eſpecially ſhameful when the 
city was beſieged by a formidable enemy. Luxury and 
fenſuality are bad at any time, but eſpecially fo when the 

judgments of God are abroad, and his affliting hand is 
* Hou and Vigeis repreſent Jupiter as weighing the fates of 


men 


. 
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upon us. Men are often led in their drunken frolicks to 
profaneneſs, and make a jeſt of what is ſacred, to diſnonour 
God and religion; and thus are hurried on to ruin. Let us 
take heed to ourſelves, leſt at any time our hearts be overcharged 
with gluttomy and drunkenneſs, arid that day come upon «us 
unatwares. 

2. See the force of conſcience. It was a ſenſe of guilt 
which put Belſhazzar into all this terror, and filled his 
lords with aftoniſhment. Here was no thunder and light- 
ning, no noiſe, no dreadful appearance; nothing but a 
hand and pen; for aught he knew, it might be ſome 
tidings of victory, ſome favourable meſſage from the gods 
which he was praiſing. But he was conſcious of being 
ſenſual and profane, and therefore this appearance put him 
into a dreadful panick, God can ftrike terror into the moſt 
profligate ſinners, by only letting their own thoughts looſe 
upon them; ſo that neither company, ſplendour, nor wine, 
can calm their ſpirits. How defirable is it to keep our con- 
ſcience clear, that we may have hope in God, and our 
minds be kept in perfect peace in all circumſtances, 

3. How great is the guilt, and how juſt the puniſhment, 
of thoſe who will not take warning by the judgments of God 
upon others; eſpecially their own anceſtors. Daniel, as a 
wiſe and good man, and now above ninety years old, takes 
opportunity, while the king was expecting the interpreta- 
tion, to reprove and admoniſh him. He reminds him of 
what had happened to his grandfather, and what a con- 
feſſion of Jehovah's power and ſupremacy was extorted 
from him; and adds, yet thou his ſon haſt not humbled thine 
heart, though thou kneweſt all this. Thus inexcuſable are the 

reateſt of men, who will not obſerve and refle& upon the 
of God, eſpecially when it is ſtretched out againſt 
their parents. Let us obſerve the operations of the Lord; 
and fince the breath, and the ways of all men are in his 

hands, let it be our care to glorify him, 
4. Let us remember the juſt balance of God, and be 
ſolicitous not to be found wanting. We muſt all be 
weighed in it; be brought to judgment; and an exact 
ſcrutiny will be made into our characters. If we have been 
profane, ſenſual, hypocritical, or even formal pres, 
without 


* 


without the life and power of religion, we ſnall be found 
wanting, and be condemned. Let us therefore judge our- 
ſelves, that we be not condemned of the Lord. Indeed, in 
ſtrict juſtice, we ſhould all be found wanting; but Chriſt 
has a weight to turn the ſcale in favour of thoſe who are 
true believers ; and bleſſed will be all thoſe that have truſted 
in him. | | 


I. 

Darius advanceth Daniel to be his prime miniſter over all the 
kingdom; Daniel's enemies contrive a ſcheme to ruin im; he 
is caſt into the den of lions, and delivered; his enemies are 
puniſhed, and the God of Daniel honoured, — The Apoſtle to 
the Hebrews refers to this ſtory when he ſays, * Some ſtopped 
the mouths of lions. Ms mig 7 


5 I T. pleaſed Darius to ſet over the kingdom an hun- 


dred and twenty princes, according to the number of 


. provinces, which ſhould be over the whole kingdom; 
2 And over theſe, three preſidents; of whom Daniel 
[was] firſt; that the princes might give accounts unto 
them, which they might inſpect ſo as to be à check upon 
3 their conduci, and the king ſhould have no damage. Then 


this Daniel was preferred above the preſidents and 


princes, becauſe an excellent ſpirit was] in him; and 

the king thought to ſet him over the whole realm of 
Babylon. | 

4 Ihen the preſidents and princes ſought to find occa- 

fion againſt Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they 

could find none occaſion nor fault; foraſmuch as he 

was] faithful, neither was there any error or fault 

in him; they ſought ſor ſome mal. adminiſtration, 

ſome treachery, or fraud, but they could not ſo much as find 


5 à miſtake. Ihen ſaid theſe men, We ſhall not find any 


occaſion againſt this Daniel, except we find [it] againſt 

6 him concerning the law of his God. Then theſe preſi- 
dents and princes. aſſembled together to the king, and 
7 ſaid thus unto him, King Darius, live for ever. All 
the 
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the preſidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the 
ed neg the counſellers, and the 485 have con- 
ſulted together to eſtabliſh a royal ſtatute, and to make 
à firm decree, that whoſoever ſhall aſk a petition of any 
God of man for thirty days, fave of thee, O king, he 
8 ſhall be caſt into the den of lions. Now, O king, 
eſtabliſh the decree, and ſign the writing, that it be not 
changed, according to the law of the Medes and Per- 
fians, which altereth not; tis was deſigned to compliment, 

9 and even make a god of the king, Wherefore king Darius 
figned the writing and the decree. | | 

10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was ſigned, 
he went into his houſe; and his windows being open 

in his chamber toward Jeruſalem, he kneeled upon his 

| knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks 
before his God, as he did aforetime. After the conſecra- 
ion of Solomon's temple no publick ſacrifices were to be offer- 

ed bat A Feruſalem; therefore, to ſhow that he was a wor- 

' ſhipper of Fehovah, the God of the Fetbs, the only true God, 

he looked toward Jeruſalem when he prayed, as the Hraelites 
were direfieh to do when captives; he ſcorned to abate this 

' errcumſtanice, or even oy x his «window to conceal it, le 
it fhould' be imputed to ſhame or fear. This probably was 
family worſhip, elſe they would hardly have known what his 
cuſtom was, or been witneſſes of his prafiice in this inſtance. 

11 Then theſt men aſſembled, and found Daniel praying 
12 and making ſupplication before his God. Then they 
came near, aud ſpake before the king concerning the 
king's decree; Haſt thou not ſigned a e that every 
man that ſhall afk (a gan of any God or man 
within thirty days, fave of thee, O king, ſhall be caſt 
into the den of lions? The King anfwered and ſaid, 
The thing [is] true, according to the law of the Medes 
13 and Perfians, which altereth not? Then anſwered they 
- © af bed before che king, That Daniel, which [is] of 
the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not 
Vor. VI. 1 thee, 


i Man may ſignify, a deified man: for we can pardly ſuppoſe 
they would attempt to make it penal for a beggar to aſk charity, 
or a child to aft bread. It was at beſt a monſtrogs, unaccount- 
able propoſal, in effect aboliſhing all religion. 
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rag «pa the decree. that thou haſt bgned, 

| _ N. three times a day: they ſpeak 

eff him with 8 as 4 Few, a captive, and as highly 

14 wngrateful to the king. Then the king, when he heard 
Les words, was fore diſpleaſed with himſelf, and. 
et his] heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he labour- 
ed till the going down of the ſun to deliver him; ke 
conſidered 22 how to ſecure him, or perſuade his enemies 
10 drop the proſecution, not having diſcovered till too late 

15 what they aimed at. Then thele men afſembled unto 
the king in a tumultuous manner, and faid unto the king, 

- Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and Per- 
ſſians is,] That no decree nor ſtatute which the king 

16 eſtabliſheth may be changed. Then the king com- 

manded, and they brought Daniel, and caſt [him] into 
the den of lions. [Now] the king, who had probably heard 
Pak deliverance of Daniel's companions from the furnace, 

e and ſaid unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou ſerveſt 
continually, he will deliver thee, It was certainly moſt 
abſurd as well as wicked to execute this ſentence upon him, 
for ſerving. a God. whom he believed able and diſpoſed to 

17 Sari. 4 And a ſtone was brought, and laid upon 
the mouth of the den; and the king ſealed it with his 

own fi and with the ſignet of his lords; that the 
Kate oa Wa not be changed concerning Daniel. 

18 Then the king went to his palace, and paſſed the 
night faſting, that is, without ſupper, which was the chief 
meal; neither were inſtruments of muſick brought be- 

19 fore him; and, or the', his went from him. Then 
the king aroſe very early in the morning, and went in 

20 haſte unto the den of lions. And when e came to the 

> con Shag cried with ee 2 S 

4 concern, hope and deſpair pake. 
And faid to Daniel, O Daniel, * the living God, 
2 phraſe which Daniel might have often uſed, in oppoſition to 

. dead, the! deified men, or lifeleſs gods, as idols were; is thy 

_ God, whom thou ſerveſt continually, able to deliver — 
m 


= This 8 circumſtance, as nh, ar cha 
mediately devoured ; but perhaps the kin — * he eſcaped 
the lions, he might be privately my 


DANIEL, VI. 227 


21 from the lions? Then faid Daniel unto the king, O 
22 king, live for ever. My God hath ſent his angel, and 
back ſhut the lions* mouths, that they have not hurt 
me; an angel as appeared in the furnace, and who in- 
— Fever — foraſmuch as before him — 
was found in me; and alſo before thee, O 
eren. be 

23 conſcience. Then was the king exceeding 

and commanded that they ſhould take L . 
the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the and 
no manner of hurt was found upon him, becauſe he 
believed in his God: this miracle was the reward of his 
faith and zeal, and gave the king ſpirit to puniſh Daniels 

per ſecutors, and honour Daniel's God. 

24 And the king commanded, and they brought thoſe 
men which had accuſed Daniel, that is, the principal of 
them, and they caſt them] into the den of lions, them, 

their children, and their wives; and the lions had the 
maſtery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or 
ever they came at the bottom of the den; being let down 
by cords, they were killed as faſt as they went down by the 
lions, without ſtaying to ſatisfy their hunger on their. car- 

caſes ; which plainly ſhowed that DamePs deliverance was 
miraculous. 

25 Then ** 5 wrote unto all people, nations, and 
languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multi- 

26 plied unto you. I make a decree, that in every do- 
minion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the 
God of Daniel: for he [is] the living God, and ſted- 
faſt for ever, and his kingdom [that] which ſhall not 

be deſtroyed, and his dominion [ſhall be even] unto the 
end; this was g great way, but not far enough to 

27 aboliſh idolatry, 2 eſtabliſi the worſhip of Fehovah. He 
delivereth from trouble, and reſcueth out of it, and he 

- worketh ſigns and wonders in heaven and in earth, who 

28 hath delivered Daniel from the power of the lions. So 
this Daniel prof; in the reign of Darius, and in the 

9 reign of Cyrus the Perſian, his nephew, who ſucceeded him. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


ON e mould we So. —— our ſtations 
are, to hehave in an honeſt, prudent, unblame- 
ablẽ manneg. 1 was Daniel's praiſe. His enemies nar- 
rowly watched him. but could find. no injuſtice, negligence, 
or, even indiſeretion in him, Thus ſhould we. ſtudy to 
behave, with, integrity, caution, and; prudence z, providing 
things honeſt, in the ſight of all men: that our good may not be 
pw and that they who. ſeck-occafion againſt us may 


Me haue here a noble example of ſteadineſs in religion. 
Daniel pray ed in his family as often, and in the ſame man- 

ner as before, notwithſtanding the edict. Neither his age, 
honour, nor great buſineſs, made him neglect his daily de- 
votions. Many would have thought him imprudent in this; 
to ſave fa on he, might ſurely have left off praying-for a 
i or have prayed privately: but he kept ſteadily to 

R and wauld not omit his duty, even in 

ace This is very contrary to many of thoſe 
che in the preſent day are called prudential, maxims; but 
prudence, as it is called, is often hameful cowardice, loving. 
the praiſe of men more than the praiſe of God, and making way 
for other and greater omiſſions. Let the ſervants of the 
living God be ſteady. and uniform in their devotions and. 
obedience, .and arm themſelves. with courage: againſt all the. 
terror. and ſcorn of the world. 

3. Obſerve. the care /which God takes of his faithful * 
vants: He approved and rewarded Daniel's ſteadineſs, tho 
men might blame his raſhneſs and imprudence. His power 

the mouths. of the furious lions; and He, who gave 

his his, angels charge to preſerve Daniel, can deliver his ſer- 

vants in the greateſt dangers, Let an humble confidence 

in his power. reſtrain. that fear of man, which bringeth a 

ſnare. Let us faithfully do our duty; and then he will be 
our refuge and ſtrength; and a preſent help in time of trouble. 

4. See and adore the juſtice of God in the deſtruction of 
Daniel's perſecutors. Their deep laid ſchemes came to 
nothing; yea, their evil doings came upon their _——_— 
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und even their families, which they thought to have ag- 

dized by Daniel's ruin, were deſtroyed with them: in 
the ſnare which they laid for him, were their own feet taken. 
Thus, as the pſalmiſt obferves, he Lord is kndten by the 
judgments which he executeth; and the wicked is enſuared in the 
work of his own hands. 


2 — — CY 
S 
Daniebs wifion of the four beaſts; of God's kingdom ; and the 


interpretation thereof. 
1 N the firſt year of Belſhazzar king of Babylon, hat 
ts, ſeventeen years before the events recorded in the laſt 
chapter, Daniel had a dream and vifions of his head 
upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, [and] told 
2 the ſum of the matters. Daniel ſpake and faid, I ſaw 
in my viſion by night, and, behold, the four winds of 
the heaven ſtrove upon the great ſea; referring lo the 
four greateſt monarchies of the earth, and the violent cummo- 
3 tion that attended their riſe. And four great beaſts came 
4 up from the ſea, diverſe one from another. The firſt 
[was! like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I beheld till 
the wings thereof were plucked, ind or wherewith, 
it was lifted up from the earth, and made ſtand upon 
the feet as a man, and à man's heart was given to it.“ 
5 And behold another beaft, a ſecond, like to a bear, 
and it raiſed up itſelf on one fide, or, it raiſed up 
one dominion, and [it had] three ribs” in the mouth of 
it between the teeth of it: and they ſald thus unto 
6 it, Ariſe, devour much fleſh.* After this I beheld, 


Q 3 and 


* This refers to the Babylonian and Median monarchy, which 
aroſe on the ruin of the Aﬀyrian, It was as a lion for herceneſs, 
and as an eagle for ſpeed; but its wings were plucked; many 
enemies aroſe in the laſt years of that empire; and it then be- 
came more tame and tractable than before; and its princes were 
taught to conſider themſelves as mere human creatures, 

This refers to the Perſian empire: it was ſubje& to the Medes 
at the conqueſt of Babylon, but ſoon raiſed itſelf above them. 
The three ribs probably refer to Lydia, Egypt, and Babylon, which 
the Perſians devoured ; their ſucceſs made them greedy of more domin- 
ion. The Perſians were remarkably cruel then, and continue ſo fill, 
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and lo another, like a leopard, @ fierce creature, which 
Springs with exceeding velocity upon its prey, which had 
the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beaſt 
ſo four heads; and dominion. was given to 
it. fter this I ſaw in the night viſions, and behold 
2 fourth beaſt, dreadful and teriyble, and ſtrong exceed- 
ingly; and it had great- iron teeth: it — Ar rr? 
brake in pieces, and ſtamped the reſidue with the feet 
of it: and it [was] diverſe from all the beaſts that 
8 [were] before it; and it had ten horns.* I conſidered 
the horns, and, behold, there came up among them 
another little horn, before whom there were three of 
the firſt horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, 
in this horn ee! eyes 12 the eyes of man, and a 
mouth ſpeaking great things ; that is, blaſphemies and 
excommunications ; referring to the pope, as will be ex - 
plained afterwards.—The defign of the next ſection is to 
ee of God under the tyranny of this power, 
Gris them of God's univerſal providence, the ſecurity of 
kingdom, and the deſtruttion of antichriſt. 

till the thrones were caſt down, rather, till 

the 1 were ſet or placed, and the Antient of days 

did fit, whoſe garment [was] white as ſnow, and 

hair of his head like the pure wool : his throne [was 
| like] the fiery flame, ] his wheels [as] burning 
10 fre. A feery ſtream i eee 
him: thouſand 3 miniſtered unto him, and ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand ſtood before him: the 
judgment was ſet, and the books were opened; inimat- 
ing that God would appear by ſome remarkable j s to 
11 put an end to the papal power. I beheld then becauſe of 


the voice of the great words which the horn ſpake: I 


| beheld [even] till the beaſt was ſlain, and his body de- 
12 ftroyed, and given to the burning flame. As concern- 


„e RE Foy eee 
en 


This refers to the Grecian empire, and the rapid conqueſts of 
Alexander; his kingdom was divided into four, after his death, 
by his ſour generals. 

7 This to the Roman empire; the horns denote its power, 
on the number of them refers to the ten kingdoms into which 
it was divided, 
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taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a ſeaſon 
and time; that is, the waſting of the other kingdoms ſhall be 
gradual; tho they change their maſters, and have not their 
former power, yet they ſhall continue as nations; but the de- 
ftruttion of the laſt ſhall be great and entire, and no kingdom 
13 ſhall ſucceed it. I ſaw in the night viſions, and, behold, 
| [one] like the Son of man came with the clouds of 
heaven, and came to the Antient of days, and they 
brought him near before him, that is, the angels brought 
him near. From this prophecy the jews to ſpake of 
the Meſſiah as the Son of man, and of his kingdom as the + 
14 Kingdom of God and heaven, And there was given him 
dominion and glory, and a kingdom, that al people, 
nations, and languages, ſhould ſerve him: his dominion 
[is] an everlaſting dominion, which ſhall not paſs away, 
and his kingdom [that] which ſhall not be deſtroyed : 
fome underſtand this of Chriſts power after his aſcenſion ; but 
it is rather defigned to intimate, that the deftrufion of the 
papal empire ſhall make way for the greater triumph of 
Chriſt's kingdom. _ 
15 I Daniel was prieved in 2 ſpirit in the midſt of 
[my] body, and the viſions of my head troubled me; 
 - that is, the terrible appearances in the viſions, and the confu- 
16 fions and perſecutions to which they probably referred. I came 
near unto one of them that ſtood by, * 
ant angels, and aſked him the truth of all this. So he 
told me, and made me know the interpretation of the 
17 things. Theſe great beaſts, which are four, [are] 
18 four kings, [which] ſhall ariſe out of the earth. But 
the ſaints of the moſt High ſhall take the kingdom, and 
poſſeſs the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever; 
the kingdom of Chriſt ſhall ſurvive all theſe empires, and the 
19 ſaints ſhall reign for ever, Then I would know the truth 
of the fourth beaſt, which was diverſe from all the 
others, it being firſt a kingdom, then a commonwealth, then 
an empire, then a divided empire, and then a mixture of civil 
and ecclefiaſtical power, exceeding dreadtul, whoſe teeth 
[were of] iron, and his nails [of] braſs ; [which] de- 
youred, brake in pieces, and ed the refidue with 
his feet; thoſe conqueſts which the Romans could not poſſeſs 
Q 4 themſerves, 
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20 themſelues, they gave to their allies; And of the ten horns 
that [were] in his head, that is, the ten kingdoms, into 
which the Roman empire was divided; or rather, that part 
of it which did not belong to the former beaſts, which amidſt 
all the confuſion of the empire was ſtill called ten kingdoms 
from their firſt number ;, and [of] the other which came 
up, that is, antichriſt, or the Romiſh hierarchy which woe 
from a very ſmall beginning, and before whom three fell, 
_ three of thoſe kingdoms within the territory of the pope, that 
is, Lombardy, Ravenna, and the neighbourhood of Rome; 
. eyen [of] that horn that had eyes like a man, lite a ſeer, 
wia had great penetration, and pretended to be inſpired, and 
a mouth that ſpake very great things, ba/phemies, bulls, 
curſes, and excommunications, whoſe look [was] more 
ſtout than his fellows, who claimed ſuperiority over the 
21 other horns, that is, all the princes of the earth, I beheld, 
and the ſame horn made war with the ſaints, and pre- 
vailed againſt them; per/ecuttng all that oppoſed the papal 
22 uſurpations., Until the Antient of days came, and 
judgment was given to the ſaints of the moſt High; 
- and the time came that the ſaints poſſeſſed the king - 
23 dom. Thus he ſaid, The fourth beaſt ſhall be the — 
kingdom upon earth, which ſhall be diverſe from all 
Fingdoms, and ſhall devour the whole earth, and ſhall 
24 tread it down, and break it in pieces. And the ten 
borns out of this kingdom {are} ten kings [that] ſhall 
ariſe: and another ſhall riſe after them; and he ſhall 
be * op firſt, and he ſhall ſubdue three 
25 kings. ll ſpeak [great] words againſt the 
| High, or, as the maſt High; aſſuming arrogant titles, 
uch as belonged to Gad alone; and ſhall wear out the ſaints 
of the moſt High, and think to change times and laws, 
inſtituting ſacred times, depoſing kings, and diſpenſing with. 
laws, human and divine: and — ſhall be — his 
hand until a time and times and the dividing of time; 
that is, this power. ſhall continue a. year, two. years, and 
26 half a year, meaning prophetick years,” But the Jem 
| 0 | ſh 
Thus Nebuchadnezzar was to continue ſeven times, that is, ſeven 
common years; but this is ſometimes called forty two months, (as 
| ; | in 


DANIEL, VII. 233 
ſhall fit, and they ſhall take away his dominion, to 
conſume and to deſtroy [it] unto the end; Chriſt fall 

27 deſtroy him by the brightneſs of his coming. And the king- 
dom and dominion, and the greatneſs of the ki 
under the whole heaven, ſhall be given to the people of 
the ſaints of the moſt High, whoſe kingdom [is] an 
everlaſting kingdom, and all dominions ſhall ſerve and 
obey him; then ſhall commence the flouriſhing ſtate of chriſti- 

28 anity for one thouſand years. Hitherto [is] the end of 
the matter. As for me Damel, my cogitations much 
troubled me; the proſper? of ſuch confiſions, perſecutions, 
and troubles greatly affefied me; and my countenance 
changed in me, I became pale: but I kept the matter 
in my heart, and refleed upon it, and have new recorded 
it for the benefit of the church, 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. „ general view here given of the ſtate of the 
world, is mournful, but juſt. A ſtormy ſea, like 
winds contending, empires like furious beaſts, full of tyran- 
ny and cruelty. Even the papal kingdom, that pretends 
to be the kingdom of Chriſt, differs in ſome reſpects, but 
in this eſpecially is like the reſt,” the ſupport of idolatry and 
ranny. 
* It is a great conſolation to God's people in all ages, 
that He reigneth. Neither days nor years make any altera- 
tion in him; his kingdom ruleth over all, and thouſands of 
angels munifter unto. him. He hath committed it to his 
Son, and his kingdom ſhalt not be moved: while others 
are ſhaken, his ſhall be ſtable ; while all others are deftroy- 
ed, his ſhall endure. | 
3. See the honour and happineſs of God's people; th 
are ſaints ; are devoted to him, and holy, tho* perſecuted, 
Men may attempt to weary them out, yet they are always 
dear to God. This has a favourable en ths ee 
ant 


in Rew, xiii. 5.) or twelve hundred and ſixty prophetical days, that 
is, ſo many years. Theſe were to commence when the pope be- 
came a: harp, or a governor ; Which was in the year 756; ſo 
that the pope's dominion will probably end, and the triumph of 
Chriſt's kingdom. begin, about the year 2000, wo 
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ant cauſe; all that ſeparate themſelves from the corruptions 
of the Romiſh church, and from the wickedneſs of the world, 
ſhall be kings to God, ſhall reign with Chriſt, and poſſeſs 
the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Vis chapter relates to the Perfian and Grecian monarchies, as 


explained by the angel; it is not written in Chaldee, but in 
Hebrew, and this language is continued to the end of the book, 
| @s it chiefly concerns the jews and their affairs, 


L third year of the reign of king Belſhazzar a 
2 


viſion appeared unto me, [even unto] me Daniel, 
that which appeared unto me at the firſt, And I 
ſaw in a viſion, tile awake, not in a dream, as before, 
and it came to paſs, when I ſaw, that I [was] at Shuſhan 
[in] the palace, which [is] in the province of Elam; 
and I ſaw in a viſion, and I was by the river of Ulai. 
3 Then I lifted up mine eyes, and ſaw, and, behold, there 
ſtood before the river a ram which had [two] horns : 
and the [two] horns [were] high; but one [was] 
higher than the other, and the higher came up laſt ; an 
emblem of the kingdoms of the Medes and Perſiant united.” 

4 I faw the ram puſhing weſtward, and northward, and 
ſouthward; referring to the countries conquered by the Perfian 
kings; ſo that no beaſts, that is, no kingdom, might 

_ ſtand before him, neither [was there any] that could 
deliver out of his hand; but he did ing to his 
5 will, and became great. And as I was co ng, 
behold, an he goat came from the weſt on the face of 
the whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the 

goat [had] a notable horn between his eyes; referring to 
the Grecian empire, eſpecially under Alexander the Great, 
and the fivifineſs of his conqueſts; who" in leſs than eight 


years 


Antient writers tell us that the ram was the enſign of the 
Perſians, and is ſtill to be ſeen with the horns, one higher, and 
the other lower, on the pillars of Perſepolis: and this circumſtance 
in the viſion, intimated, that the Perhan kingdom, tho” it aroſe 
after the Medes, ſhould become more conſiderable, 


- 
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6 years overran 2 of Aſia." And he came to 
the ram that had two] horns, which I had ſeen ſtand- 
ing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of 

7 his power, that is, attacked the Perſians, And I ſaw him 
come cloſe unto the ram, and he was moved with choler 
againſt him, and ſmote the ram, and brake his two 

, horns: and there was no power in the ram to ſtand be- 
fore him, but he caſt him down to the ground, and 
ſtamped upon him : and there was none that could de- 
liver the ram out of his hand. The three expreſſions of 
ſmiling, caſting down, and ſtamping upon, may refer to 

Aexander s three victories over Darius, at Granicum, Iſſus, 

8 and Arbela. Therefore the he goat waxed very great: 

and when he was ſtrong the great horn was broken; ke 
died about the age of thirty three, in the height of his glory : 
and for it came up four notable ones toward the four 

winds of heaven, he empire being then divided among his 

9 four generals, And out of one of them came forth a 
little horn,” which waxed exceeding great, toward the 
ſouth, and toward the eaſt, and toward the pleaſant 

10 [land;] toward Egypt, Syria, and Fudea. And it waxed 

ſeven] to the hoſt of heaven; and it caſt down 
eme] of the hoſt, that is, the jewiſh people, who were 
in a peculiar manner the care of God, and of the ſtars, per- 
ſons of dignity, prieſts and nobles, to the ground, and 

11 ſtamped upon them. Yea, he magnified [himſelf } 
even to the prince of the hoſt, Chriſt was put to death by 
eee IE ROO 

| y 

t The Greeks of Macedonia were called ZEgeadz, or, the people 

of the goat, two hundred years before the time of Daniel, from 
the ſtory of their founder Caranus, who was directed by the oracle 
to ſettle where he ſhould find a flock of goats; which he accord- 
ingly did, calling the place Egea, or goats-town, and making 
the figure of a goat his enſign. | 

* When Alexander marched againſt Jeruſalem, Jadua the high 

ieſt went out to meet him, and ſhowed him this prophecy of 

Daniel ; which encouraged him in his enterprize, made him 

kind to the jews. | 

v Here commentators are much divided ; moſt of them interpret 

this of Antiochus, a -great perſecutor of the jews : but particular 
kings are not called horns, but kingdoms only. I therefore rather 
think, with Sir Isaac NewrTow, that it refers to the Romans, who 
conquered Greece, and then became a horn, or a powerful nation. 
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daily {facrifice] was taken away, and the place of his 
ſanctuary was caſt doun; Antiochus made it ceaſe for a 
wle, but the Romans took it away, and deſtroyed the 
12 temple, which he only polluted. And an hoſt was given 
ſhim} againſt the daily ¶ ſacrifice] by reaſon of tranſ- 
| „ the wickedneſs of the Jews at that. time, was the 
reaſon of its being given up to the Romans, and it caſt 
down the truth to the ground; and it practiſed, and 
- proſpered; referring to a breach of treaty which the 
Romans were guilty of, or to their perſecuting chriſtians, and 
labouring to extirpate chriſtianity. - th 
13 Then I heard one faint, or angel, ſpeaking, and 
another ſaint ſaid unto that certain [ſaint] which ſpake, 
Ho long {ſhall be] the viſion [concerning] the daily 
. [facrifice] being taken away, and the tranigreſſion of 
deſolation, to give both the ſanctuary and the hoſt to 
be trodden foot? how long ſpall Fudea be deſolate, 
© and the jews diſperſed ? or, how far ſhall this viſion extend ? 
r * and three 
hundred days, that is, 43; then the ſanctuary 
be cleanſed." Ig 
is And it came to paſs, when I, [even] I Daniel, had 
ſeen the viſion, and ſought for the meaning, then, 
behold, there ftood before me as the ap nce of a 
16 man. And I heard a man's voice between [the banks 
of] Ulai, which called, and faid, Gabriel, make this 
17 [man] to underſtand the viſion. So he came near where 
I ſtood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fel} upon 
my face: but he ſaid unto me, Underſtand, O fon of 
man: for at the time of the end [ſhall be} the viſion , 


* This is an unanſwerable objection againſt applying this pro- 
ic viſion to Antiochus, for his conqueſt and profanations con- 
tinued no longer than three years ; yrs gem there can be 
no ſenſe in which it could be two thouſand three hundred days: 
it intimates that the end of the deſolation of the ſanQuary, and 
the reſtoration of the jews, ſhould be two thouſand three hundred 
years from the time ſpoken of; which Bp. NzwTon reckons from 
the time when Alexander invaded Afia; which was about three 
hundred and thirty years before Chriſt, (and which will bring it 
to about the year zoco) to the commencement of the fall of 
antichriſt, the jews” reſtoration, and the glorious triumph of Chriſt's 
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that is, Confider and mind, for the vifion refers to the end of 
18 the jewiſh fate. Now as he was ſpeaking with me, I 
was in a deep fleep 5 nd, at 


is, ble of but the preſent — upon 
e 7 hal been « ep: but he touched me; and 
„ ho And he faid, Behold, 1 
— what ſtrall be in the laſt end of the 1 
tion: for at the time appointed the end [ſhall be; that 
20 is, the end of God's indignation againſt the jews. The ram 
which thou ſaweſt having two horns [are] the kings of 
21 Media and Perſia, And the rough goat [is] the king 
of Grecia: and the great horn that is] between his 
22 eyes is the firſt king. Now that being broken, whereas 
ſour ſtood up for it, four kingdoms ſhall ſtand up out 
of the nation, but not in his power; they ſhall neither be 
23 equal in power, nor extent f empire. And itt the latter 
time of their kingdom, hat"is, of the Grecian kingdom, 
when their potver began' to decline, eſpecially over Jude, 
the growing power of tie Romans, when the tranſgreſ- 
ors, or the tranſarefſions of the jews, are come to the full, 
a king of fierce countenance, and underſtanding dark 
ſentences, that is, a kingdom of great policy, art, prudence, 
24 and valour, as the Nomuns were, ſhall ſtand up. Aud 
his. r ſhall be mighty, ke fall effect grent things, 
| a lows pen trees 1 
. | draling. au the divine permiſſion, than by force of 00 
and he ſhall deſtroy wonderfully, and ſhall proſper, and 
practiſe, and ſhall” deſtroy: the mighty” and roger holy 
; 25 people; that is, the jeros, or rather, the' chriſtians. And 
through his policy alſo, or treachery, in not obſerving 
treaties, he ſhall cauſe craft to proſper in his hand; and 
he ſhall magnify [himſelf ] in his heart, and dy patios: L 
ſhall deſtroy many; raking opportunity in time of peuss to 
make war, and oppoſe chriſtianity : he ſhall alſo ſtand up 
againſt the Prince of princes z but he ſhall be broken 
without hand; he hall crumble to pieces by degrees, and not 
be deſtroyed, as the former empires were, by an xtraordinary 
26 diſplay of divine power. And the viſion of the evening 
and the morning which was told [is] true: wherefore 
hut thou up the viſion, that 10 offence be given to the 


Perſians, 
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' Perſians, nor premature perplexity to the jews ;, for it [ ſhall 
27 be] for many days. And I Daniel fainted, was 
ſick [certain] days ; my ſpirit was weakened by theſe viſions 
and the forefight of theſe troubles ; afterward I roſe up, 
and did the king's bufineſs; and I was aſtoniſhed at the 
viſion, but none underſtood [it;] the meaning was not 
. eee ee by my countenance that I was 
tr | ko 


REFLECTION: S, 


1. E are here taught the folly of ambition; which 
| is remarkably apparent in the hiſtory of Alex- 


ca ſhared his conqueſts, and his vaſt empi 
wg ith what Site 


think of renowned heroes of antiqui ; who were ſo 
active and unwearied; did ſo much mihi ief; and yet 
reaped ſuch little benefit by it: but God was anſwering his 


TIN all, 
2. It ſhould be our defire and care to be well acquainted 


ſought 4 conſidered and reflected on it. The 
angels enquired one of another about it. This ſhows us 
how worthy thoſe things are of our ſtudy ; and it juſtly re- 
proves thoſe who will cans rem to underſtand theſe 

of ſcripture, nor give ves the trouble to attend 


| 2 expoſitions of them, which, after much labour 


and ſtudy, miniſters are from time to time giving, If 
ly conſidered, they would be a great confirmation of our 
Kath, would lead us to adore the omniſcience of God; and 


convince us of his univerſal government and influence. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Daniel underſtanding from the prophecies of Jeremiah, that the 
years? captivity was now drawing to a cloſe, pours out 

his ſoul in prayer to God, and earneſtly ſupplicates pardon and 
reftoration for his captive people. The angel Gabriel informs 
him, that the city ſhould be rebuilt and peopled, and ſhould + 
continue ſo for ſeventy prophetick weeks, or four hundred and 
ninety years ; at the end of which it ſhould be utterly deſtroyed 
for putting the Meſſiah to death. 


1 the firſt year of Darius the ſon of Ahaſuerus, of 
1 the ſeed of the Medes, which was made king over 
realm of the Chaldeans ; hat is, in the time of Cyax- 

ares, Cyrus's uncle, who was made king of Babylon by him ; 

2 In the firſt year of his reign I Daniel underſtood by 
books the number of the years, whereof the word of 
the Loxd came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would 
accompliſh ſeventy years in the deſolations of Jeruſa- 
lem; ſeveral paſſages in Jeremiah determined them to ſeventy 
years, from the fourth year of Fehoiakim, when Daniel and 
many others were carried captive : this period ended in the 
firſt year of Darius, or Cyrus, who reigned with him: but 
as the promiſe of the reſtoration was conditional, viz, that 
* ſhould ſeek the Lord with their whole heart, Daniel 


And I ſet my face unto the Lord Gop, that is, toward 
lie temple, to ſeek by prayer and ſupplications, with 
faſting, and fackcloth, and aſhes ; he cuſtomary forms of 

4 mourning : And I prayed unto the Loxp my God, and 
made my confeſſion, and ſaid, O Lord, the great and 
dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy, fulfill 
ing all its gracious promiſes, to them that love him, and 
5 to them that keep his commandments; We have ſin- 
ned, and have committed iniquity, and have done 
wickedly, and have rebelled even by departing from 
thy precepts and from thy judgments ; a confeſſion ſimilar 
to that preſcribed by Solomon at the dedication of the temple, 

6 to be uſed in their captivity, 1 Kings viii. 47. Neither 
have we hearkened unto thy ſervants the prophets, 
2) which 


-- 
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which ſpake in thy name to our kings, our princes, and 
7 our fathers, and to all the people of the land. O Lord, 
righteouſneſs ¶ belongeth] unto thee, but unto us con- 
fuſion of faces, as at this day; to the men of Judah, 
| and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and unto all If 
| | rael, {that are] near, and {that are] far off, through 
bi ; all the countries whither thou haſt driven them, becauſe 
1 of their treſpaſs that they have treſpaſſed againſt thee. 
1 8 O Lord, to us [belongeth] confuſion of to our 
= | kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, becauſe we 
= | 9 have finned againſt thee. To the Lord our God-[be- 
S long] mercies and forgiveneſſes, though we have rebel- 
10 led againſt him. Neither have we obeyed the voice of 
the Loxp our God, to walk in his laws, which he ſet 
11 before us by his ſervants the prophets. Yea, all Iſrael 
Have tranſgreſſed thy law, even by departing, that they 
might not obey thy voice + therefore the curſe is poured 
3 upon us, and the oath that [is] written in the law of 
I | Moſes the ſervant of God, hat is, the ſolemn proteſtation 
| ufa God would do, becauſe we have ſinned againſt him. 
12 And he hath confirmed, at is, performed, his words, 
Which he ſpake againſt us, and againſt our judges that 
_ judged us, and who ſhould have prevented it, by bri ging 
upon us a great evil: for under the whole heaven 
13 not been done as hath been done upon Jeruſalem, As 
lit is] written in the law of Moſes, all this evil is come 
upon us: yet made we not our prayer before the Loxy 
our God, with penitent and humble ſpirits, that we might 
turn from our iniquities, and underſtand thy truth. 
14 Therefore hath the Lok b watched upon the evil, and 
brought it upon us, as a magiſtrate, to ſee execution done : 
for the Lord our God ris} righteous in all his works 
15 which he doeth: for we obeyed not his voice. And 
now, O Lord our God, that haſt brought thy people 
forth out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and 
 haſtgotten thee renown, as at this day; an event which 
we” fill commembrate to thy honour, and take encouragement 
Dian; we have ſinned, we have done wickedly., _ | 
16: O Lord, according to all thy righteouſneſs, I be- 
ſeech thee, let thine anger and thy fury, which is accord- 


— 2 
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to righteouſneſs, be turned away from thy city Jeru- 
falem, thy holy mountain: becauſe for our fins, and 


for the iniquities of our fathers, Jeruſalem and thy 
people are become] a reproach to all [that are] about 


17 us. Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of 


thy ſervant, and his ſupplications, and cauſe thy face 
to ſhine upon thy ſanctuary that is deſolate, for the 
18 Lord's ſake. O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; 
open thine eyes, and behold our deſolations, and the 
city which is called by thy name : for we do not preſent 
our ſupplications before thee, for our righteouſneſſes, 
but for thy great mercies ; we are all demerit, but thou 
19 infinite in mercy. O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O 
Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own ſake, 
O my God: for thy city and thy people are called by 
thy name. | 
20 And whiles I was ſpeaking, and praying, and con- 
feſſing my fin and the fin of my people Iſrael, and pre- 
ſenting my ſupplication before the Loxp my God for 
the holy mountain of my God, for rebuilding his temple 
21 and reſtoring his worſhip ; Yea, whiles I [was] ſpeaking 
in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had ſeen in 
the viſion at the beginning, being cauſed to fly ſwiftly, 
touched me about the time of the evening oblation, zo 
22 ſirengthen and encourage me. And he informed me, ] and 
talked with me, and ſaid, O Daniel, I am now come 
23 forth to give thee ſkill and underſtanding. At the be- 
ginning of thy ſupplications the commandment came 
orth, and I am come to ſhow [thee;] for thou [art] 
tly beloved: therefore underſtand the matter, and 
24 conſider the viſion. Seventy weeks” are determined 
upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finiſh the 
tranſgreſſion, and to make an end of fins, and to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the viſion and prophecy, 
25 and to annoint the moſt Holy. Know therefore and 
underſtand, ¶ that] from the going forth of the com- 
mandment to reſtore and to dull Jeruſalem unto the 
Meſſiah the Prince [ſhall be] ſeven weeks, and three- 
Vol. VI. R . ſcore 


See the Sermon at the end of this Book, 
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ſcore and two weeks: the ſtreet ſhall be built again, and 

26 the wall, even in troublous times. And after threeſcore 
and two weeks ſhall Meſſiah be cut off, but not for 
himſelf: and the people of the prince that ſhall come 
ſhall deſtroy the city and the ſanctuary; and the end 
thereof [ſhall be] with a flood, and unto the end of the 
27 war deſolations are determined. And he ſhall confirm 
the covenant with many for one week: and in the midſt 
of the week he ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the oblation to 
ceaſe, and for the overſpreading of abominations he 
ſhall make [it] deſolate, even until the conſummation, 
and that determined ſhall be poured upon the deſolate. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. „ er of Daniel 9 to us the 
of the ſcriptures, and eſpecially the proph 
before us. He was converſant in, = — die 
the books of the prophecies; e e Tho? 
he was a perſon of great age and great buſineſs, and a prime 
miniſter ; yet he 2 time for this employment. 
When God gives us his word, it becomes us to ſtudy it; to 
conſider the viſion, that we may underſtand the matter. It 
is not ſufficient to hear it read and explained, but it muſt 
be afterwards reviewed, and reflected upon. Thus ſhall we 
become acquainted with the holy ſcriptures, which are able 
to make us wiſe unto ſalvation. | 
2, We may hence learn much of the nature of prayer, and 
the manner in which it is to be preſented to God. We ought 
to addreſs him with fixed attention and deep humility ; 
under an awful ſenſe of his greatneſs and majeſty, his pa- 
tience and mercy. We ly ſee that a confeſſion o 
fin ought to have a confi le ſhare in our prayers: to ex- 
cite our repentance; to cheriſh our humility, to caution us 
againſt fin; and to make Chrift welcome to our hearts. 
T hat we are to.aſk mercy from a reliance on the goodneſs 
of God, and his covenant; and for the Lord Chriſt's 
ſake; and not from any confidence in our own righteouſ- 
neſs. That we ought to be earneſt and importunate — 
addreſſes 
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Gaſs God, and to ſtir up ourſelyes to take hold on 
3. We have here great encouragement to ſuch ſupplica- 
tions as theſe, While Daniel was ſpeaking, God heard; 
ea, when he began, God ſent an angel to comfort him. 
We have no reaſon to 15 that angels will bring us 
meſſages of merey; but God has many other ways of 
ting the deſires of his people; he is always near to the 
ouls that ſincerely ſeek him. He is particularly pleaſed 
with the prayers which we offer up for his church and the 
intereſt of religion and the honour of his name; and has 
never ſaid to the ſeed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain. 


CHAP. X. 
This chapter is an introduttion to a remarkable vifion and pro- 
„containing a ſeries of the principal events relating to 


the church of God, even to the end of the world; and it is 
delivered in the plaineſt words, without types and images, as 
in the former viſions. | 
"I I NN the third year of Cyrus hy of Perſia, when 
Daniel was above ninety years old, a thing was re- 
vealed unto Daniel, whoſe name was called Belteſhaz- 
zar; and the thing [was] true, but the time appointed 
[was] long, that is, to the concluſion of the viſion : and he 
underſtood the thing, and had underſtanding” of the 
2 viſion; he underſtood the general meaning of it. In thoſe 
days 1 Daniel was mourning three full weeks; or, three 
weeks of days, as in the original, to diſtinguiſh it from weeks 
of years, a reckoning uſed by the prophets : I mourned becauſe 
the building of the temple was hindered by the flangers of the 
3 enemies of the jews. I ate no pleaſant bread, neither 
came fleſh nor wine in my Ba; neither did I anoint 
myſelf at all, as the Perſians uſed ta do, till three whole 
4 weeks were fulfilled, And in the four and twentieth 
day of the firſt month, as I was by the ſide of the great 
river, which [is] Hiddekel, in perſon, not in a viſion; 
| R 2 5 Then 
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5 Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a 
certain man clothed in linen, whoſe loins [were] girded 

6 with fine gold of Uphaz: His body alſo [was] like the 
beryl, or the fey colour, and his face as the appearance 

of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms 
and his feet like in colour to poliſhed braſs, and the 

7 voice of his words like the voice of a multitude.* And 
I I Daniel alone faw the viſion: for the men that were 
with me ſaw not the viſion ; the ſervants who attended 
were overpowered by the luſtre, and ſaw _— diſtinfthy ; 
but a great quaking fell upon them, ſo that they fled to 
8 hide themſelves. Therefore I was left alone, and faw 
this great viſion, and there remained no ſtrength in me : 
for my comelineſs was turned in me into corruption, 7 
9 looked like à dead corpſe, and I retained no ſtrength. Vet 
heard I the voice of his words: and when I heard the. 
voice of his words, then was I in a deep ſleep on my 

face, or in @ ſwoon, and my face toward the ground. 

10 And, behold, an hand touched me, which ſet me 
upon my knees and [upon] the palms of my hands; one 

of the angels that attended the Shekinah (or Chriſt) raiſed 

11 and ſtrengthened me by degrees. And he ſaid unto me, O 
Daniel, a man greatly beloved, underſtand the words 
that I ſpeak unto thee, and ſtand upright: for unto 

_. thee am I now ſent. And when he had ſpoken this 
x2. word unto me, I ſtood trembling. Then ſaid he unto 
me, Fear not, Daniel : for from the firſt day that thou 
didſt ſet thine heart to underſtand, and to chaſten thyſelf 
before thy God, from the time that thou haſt faſted, and 
prayed to know why God did not proſper the jews, why the 
work was retarded, and what fins of Iſrael had provoked 
God to frown upon them after he had reſtored them, thy 
words were heard, and I am come for thy words, as a 

13 token of God's gracious regard to thee. But the prince of 
the kingdom of Perfia withſtood me one and twenty 
days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came 
to help me; and I remained there with the kings of 

| | Fa Perſia. 
* This much reſembles St, John's viſion of Chriſt in Rev, chap. i. 
| and probably it was he that appeared on this occaſion, * 
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14 Perſia.” Now I am come to make thee underſtand 
what ſhall befal thy people in the latter days: for yet 

15 the viſion [is] for [many] days. And when he had 
ſpoken ſuch words unto me, I ſet my face toward the 
ground, and I became dumb, and ſilentiy liſtened to hum. 

16 And, behold, [one] like the ſimilitude of the ſons of 
men, an angel in a human form, touched my lips: then I 
opened my mouth, and ſpake, and faid unto him that 
ſtood before me, O my lord, by the viſion my ſorrows 
are turned upon me, and I have retained no ſtrength. 

17 For how can the ſervant of this my lord talk with this 
my lord ? how can I converſe with that gloriqus perſon yon- 
der, if I cannot ſpeak to thee? for as for me, ſtraightway 
there remained no ſtrength in me, neither is there 

18 breath left in me. Then there came again and touched 
me [one] like the appearance of a man, and he ſtrength- 

19 ened me. And faid, O man greatly beloved, fear not: 
peace [be] unto thee z the viſion portends no evil to thee, 
but is an inſtance of the divine regard; be ſtrong, yea, be 
ſtrong. And when he had ſpoken unto me, I was 

R 3 ſtrengthened, 


a This is an exceeding difficult p Some have ſuppoſed 
that it refers to the then king of Perha's being unfavourable to 
the jews ; and to the angel, by the aſſiſtance of Michael, one of 
the chief princes, diſpoſing the other king of Perſia to be more 
favourable. But others think, with more probability, that it re- 
lates to ſome things concerning the 2 world. It ſeems to 
intimate, that the — of this world are under the guardian- 
ſhip of particular angels, who have their reſpective provinces; and 
that they have a general commiſſion from God to manage the 
affairs of them according to their wiſdom : ſo that ſometimes their 
fchemes may be unknown to others, and therefore they may in 
ſome meaſure oppoſe one another. Others again ſappoſe, the op- 

frtion to this angel from the prince of Perſia, was from an evil 
pirit: and if good angels have the guardianſhip of kingdoms, 
evil angels may watch over them for miſchief, and fo there may 
be an oppoſition z which one can hardly ſuppoſe there would be 
between the good angels. And this text may. be illuſtrated by 
that in Mark v. 8. where the devils, which Chriſt caſt out, be- 
ſought him not to ſend them out of that country, that being their 
province; ſo that making obſervations on the men of it, and 
knowing their ſtate, they might be more able to carry on their 
malicious deſigns there than elſewhere. God may, for wiſe rea- 
ſons, ſometimes ſuffer the deſigns of evil ſpirits to embarraſs the 
angels. This angel is ſuppoſed to remain with the kings of Perſia, 
to oppoſe any deſign againſt the jews, d 
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ſtrengthened, and faid, Let my lord ſpeak; for thou 
20 haſt ſtrengthened me. Then faid he, Knoweſt thou 
©  wherefore I come unto thee ? and now will I return to 
fight with, or 76 oppoſe, the prince of Perfia : and when 
1 am gone forth, lo, the prince of Grecia ſhall come.“ 
21 But I will ſhow thee that which is noted in the ſcripture 
of truth; or, the true writings, the book of God's councils 
and decrees, not in the Bible: and [there is] none that 
holdeth with me in theſe things, but Michael your 
prince ; at is, perhaps, none of the guardian angels holdeth 
with me in your affairs, but Michael the prince of the jews ; 
the principal perſon whoſe aſſiſtance I depend upon! he is 
elfeewhtre called the archangel, and probably fignifies Chriſt. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. IT is 2 great grief to men to ſee the work of 
God hindered, and the intereſts of the church ne- 
1 Daniel was greatly concerned for the proſperity of 
od's people, and grieved that the building of the temple 
Vas retarded; its enemies ſo active, and its friends ſo in- 
dolent and ſelfiſh. And pious men will thus be affected, 


when the cauſe of God is 2 when iniquity abounds, 
b | 


and the love of many waxeth cold. is ſhould diſpoſe us to 
enter tenderly into the concerns of the church; to lament 
the coldneſs and indifference of its friends; to guard againſt 
a ſelfiſh ſpirit; and diligently to ſeek the proſperity of 
Chriſt's kingdom, 

2. In times of degeneracy and declenfion, humiliation 
and prayer are highly becoming the people of God. Daniel, 
tho a very great and a very old man, ſet his heart to un- 
derftand the ſtate of the church and of religion. He chaſt- 
ened his ſoul by faſting ; mourned the decay of piety and 
zeal; and earneſtly ſought the divine favour for his 20 
ple. Thus it becomes us to humble ourielves before God, 
and ſeek the revival of religion with our whole hearts. And 
| : | A8 
Some underſtand this to refer to Alexander's purpoſe of in- 
„ — 4 others, that the angel of the Grecian empire would 
offer his reaſons in the court of heaven for tranflating the em- 


pie from the Perfians to the Greeks, who would be more ſa- 
vourable to the jews. 25 1 


* 
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as God can by ſecret and unexpected means cauſe it to re- 
vive and increaſe, we may expect a gracious anſwer to ſuch 
fervent ſupplications; and our piety and zeal will be accept- 
ed and rewarded. | 

3. Whatever weakneſs and danger may ſeize us, we 
have encouragement to ſeek and hope for ſtrength from 
above. Daniel, being overpow both in body and 
ſpirit by this viſion, was gradually ftrengthened by the 
angel. Thus can God ftrengthen his ſervants when they 
are languiſhing in body, or their ſpirits are dejected; when 
afflictions preſs them down, or the terrors of God over- 
whelm them. And we have peculiar reaſon to 
divine ſtrength, when, like Daniel, we are moſt ſenſible of 
our own weakneſs, and humbly depend upon divine aid. 
God giveth power to the faint, and to them that have no might 
he increaſeth ſtrength. | 

4. The 23 of 2 over ſtates and kingdoms, 
affords a pleafing reflection, tho? there is and muſt be much 
obſcurity reſting upon it. By whatever methods they carry 
on their grand affairs, it is in much wiſdom appointed that 
they ſhould be inviſible to us; fince they would otherwiſe 
overpower our ſenſes, as this vifion did Daniel's. Their in- 
terpoſition ſhows God's in r to the happineſs of mankind, 
It adds to the pleaſure of this reflection, to obſerve, that 
God's church is under the care of Chriſt, the Lord of angels: 
that he prefides over it, and manages its affairs. That the 
angels who preſide over other kingdoms are under his di- 
rection; and that the devils, who ſeek their ruin, are ſub. 
ject to his controul. In the ſtrength of Michael our 
prince, let us confide; and if we faithfully hold to him, he 
will hold with us in all things. 


_ 


| 
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The angel had told Daniel that he would inform him what was 
recorded in the ſcripture of truth, or the true writings, the 
book of God's decrees; this here proceeds go do. 
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I LSO I in the firſt year of Darius the Mede, 
A [even] I, ſtood to confirm and to ſtrengthen 
him, 10 encourage him to give liberty to the jews. — In the 
following verſes the angel foretells a ſeries of events relating 
10 the fate of the world, and particularly of the nations 
with whom the jews were concerned; and then of thoſe that 
relate to the chriſtian church to the end of the world : and a 
2 moſt amazing prophecy it is. And now will I ſhow thee 
the truth, _ Behold, there ſhall ſtand up yet three 
kings in Perſia beſides Cyrus, that is, Cambyſes, Smerdis, 
Darius Hyſtaſpes, who ſucceeded Cyrus ; and the fourth 
all be far richer than [they] all: and by his ſtrength 
through his riches he ſhall ſtir up all againſt the realm 
of Grecia; that is, Xerxes, whoſe wealth is mentioned by 
many of the heathen writers, ſhall ſtir up all his ſubjefs 
and allies againſt Greece; which accordingly he invaded with 
the moſt numerous army that ever was braught together, 
3 amounting to above four millions. And a mighty king 
mall ſtand up, that ſhall rule with great dominion, and 
do according to his will; referring to Alexander the great, 
and his invading Perfia and other eaſtern nations, none 
_ 4. daring 10 oppoſe him. And when he ſhall ſtand up, his 
kingdom ſhall be broken, and ſhall be divided toward 
the four winds of heayen; and not to his poſterity, nor 
according to his dominion which he ruled: for his 
* dom ſhall be. plucked up, even for others beſides 
"Ns | | 
5 And the king of the ſouth ſhall be ſtrong, and [one] 
of his princes; and he ſhall be ſtrong above him, and 
have dominion 3 his dominion ¶ ſhall be] a great domi- 
6 nion.“ And in the end of years, after ſeveral years, 
_ they 
© Accordingly he deſtroyed in the midit of his proſperi 
his brother = . — fain, — his Palo = had. 
themſelves kings; but neither of them had ſuch a kingdom as be 
having divided the empire between them, tho? ſome others ſhared 
in the diviſion, | | 
Two of the moſt conſiderable of theſe kingdoms were thoſe 
of Egypt and Syria; the former is called here the king of the ſouth, 
the latter, the ling of the north, who, between them, ſoon ſwallowed 
up the two others. Judea Jay between them, and had concerns 
with both; the king of the north was the ſtronger, — 
: eucus 


wy 
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they ſhall join themſelves together; for the king's 
3 of the ſouth ſhall come to the king of the 
north to make an agreement; referring to the marriage 
between Antiochus Theus, king of Syria, and Berenice, 
daughter of Ptolemy Philadelphus, king of Egypt; on which 
account he put away his former wife : but ſhe ſhall not 
retain the power of the arm; neither ſhall he ſtand, nor 
his arm : — ſhe ſhall be given up, and they that 
brought her, and he that begat her, and he that 
7 ſtrengthened her in [theſe] times. But out of a branch 
of her roots ſhall [one] ſtand up in his eſtate, or, a plant 
ſhall and in his room, which ſhall come with an army, 
and ſhall enter into the fortreſs of the king of the — i 
and ſhall deal againſt them, and ſhall prevail; hat is, 
Ptolemy Euergetes, her brother, who warred with Seleucus 
Callinicus, king of Syria, (who flew Berenice and her little 
8 ſon) he invaded Syria, and had great ſucceſs: And ſhall 
alſo carry captives into Egypt their gods, with their 
princes, [and] with their precious veſſels of filver and 
of gold; and he ſhall continue [more] years than the 
9 king of the north. So the king of the ſouth ſhall come 
into [his]. kingdom, hat is, the kingdom of the north, and 
10 ſhall hen return into his own land. But his ſons, that 
is, the ſons of the king of Syria, viz. Ceraunus and Antio- 
chus the great, ſhall be ſtirred up, and ſhall aſſemble a 
multitude of great forces: and [one, ] that is, Antiochus 
the great, (Ceraunus being - poiſoned by his generals) ſhall 
certainly come, and overflow, and paſs through: then 
ſhall he return, and be ftirred up, [even] to his for- 
treſs; taking advantage of the effeminacy of Ptolemy Philo- 
pater, the ſon of Euergetes, he took Raphia, a firong for- 
treſs 
Seleucus Nicator, or, The conqueror; who, tho* weak at firſt, 
et by Ptolemy's favour and countenance, became ſtronger than 
tolemy himſelf, from whom he got the power over Judea, an 
had at laſt near a third part of Alexander's empire. 

At firſt ſhe had great ſway, but ſoon loſt it; and Antiochus 
recalled his former wife; who procured the murder of Berenice 
and her attendants, and of a ſon that ſhe had by him; her father, 
who had ſtrengthened her, being dead a little before. 

He carried back great 2 and two thouſand five hun- 


dred Egyptian idols, which Cambyſes had taken away when he 
invaded Egypt, and he ſuryived Seleucus about five years. 
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11 treſs on the borders of Egypt. And the king of the ſouth 
ſhall be moved with choler, and ſhall come forth and 
fight with him, [even] with the king of the north: and 
he, that is, the king of the north, Antiochus the great, ſhall 
ſet forth a great multitude ; but the multitude ſhall be 

ven into his hand, that is, into the hand of Ptolemy Phi- 

— Antiochus's army being beaten, and he forced to re- 

12 treat. [And] when he hath taken away the multitude, 
his heart ſhall be lifted up; and he ſhall caſt down 
[many] ten thouſands : but he ſhall not be ſtrengthen- 

13 ed by it.*] For the king of the north ſhall return, 

Andi ſhall ſet forth a multitude greater than the former, 

and ſhall certainly come after certain years with a great 
army and with much riches ; and accordingly Antiochus 
the great, fourteen years after the former attack, again in- 

14 vaded Egypt with great force and ſucceſs. And in thoſe 

times there ſhall many ſtand up againſt the king of the 

-  ſonth; alſo the robbers of thy people ſhall exaſt them. 

15 ſelves to eſtabliſh the viſion; but they ſhall fall.. So 
the king of the north ſhall come, and caſt up a mount, 
and take the moſt fenced cities: and the arms of the 
fouth ſhall not withſtand, neither his choſen people, nei- 
ther [ſhall there be any] ſtrength to withſtand ; Antio- 
chat, «wiſhing to recover Fudea, ſhall come again and take 

ma cities from the king of Egypt, whoſe army ſhall be be- 

16 fieed in Sidon, a ftrong city, and obliged to ſurrender. But 

be that cometh againſt him ſhall do according to his own 
will, and none | ſtand before him: and he ſhall 
ſtand in the glorious land, that is, Antiochus ſhall ſtand in 
Fudea, which by his hand ſhall be conſumed ; or rather, 
perfetted ; referring to the kindneſs he ſhowed to the jews wha 

17 ſubmitted to im. He ſhall alſo ſet his face to enter into 

| Epe 
= He debauched and cruel, attem to enter the 
temple 1g 644 hg flew forty thouſand jews e in 


Egypt, and ſo weakened his own kingdom: he then died, and 
left a fon four years old. 

As the prince was but an infant, there were domeſtick fac- 
tions and rebellions in the provinces of Egypt, and ſome revolted 
jews (who were a ſort of banditti) exalted themſelves againſt him ; 
- but his generals overcame them, and placed a garriſon even in 
Jerufalen z fo that they helped to confirm this prophecy. 


_—_— - - ww > 
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Egypt with the ſtrength of his whole kingdom, and up. 
right ones with him; or rather, with an equal agreement 
between them, that is, a treaty between the young king of 
Egypt" and Antiochus, that Ptolemy ſhould marry Cleopatra 
tis daughter; thus ſhall he do: and he ſhall give him 
the daughter of women, hat is, one of the moſt beautiful 
of women, corrupting her; endeavouring to keep 4 * 
rate intereſt in his daughter, contrary to her huſband' s: but 
ſhe ſhall not ſtand Con his fide, ] neither be for him; /he 
accordingly joined with her huſband againſt her father, in 
ſending an embaſſy to Rome to congratulate the Romans on 
18 their victory over him. After this ſhall he turn his face 
; unto the iſles, and ſhall take many: but a prince for 
his own behalf ſhall cauſe the reproach offered by him 
to ceaſe; without his own reproach he ſhall cauſe [it] 
to turn upon him ; that is, he ſhall attack the maritime 
countries of Greece, who were confederate with the Romans ; 
but the Roman general Scipio, to * 1 affront offered 
to their allies, ſhall attack and defeat him, he and his 
19 ſucceſſors ſhall become tributary to the Romans, Then he 
ſhall turn his face toward the fort of his own land: but 
he ſhall ſtumble and fall, and not be found t pay this 
tribute; he went to plunder the temple of Elymais, but was 


20 there flain by the inhabitants, Then ſhall up in his 


eſtate a raiſer of taxes [in] the glory of the kingdom; 
or, as in the margin of our bibles, one that tauſeth an exattoy 
to paſs over, that is, Seleucus Philopater his ſan, who paid 
an hundred talents yearly to the Romans; but within few 
days, or years, he ſhall be deſtroyed, neither in anger, 
not in battle. | 
21 And in his eſtate ſhall ſtand up a vile perſon, Antio- 
chus Epiphanes, to whom they ſhall not give the honour 
of the kingdom : but he ſhall come in peaceably, and 
obtain the kingdom by flatteries ; his atceſſion ſhall be at 
firſt diſputed, he not being the right heir; but by flattering 
the Syrians and Romans, and making them rich preſents, he 
* Rall 


i He was deſtroyed by his treaſurer Heliodorus, the inſtrument 
of his oppreſſion and cruelty in raiſing the taxes, and particularly 
in plundering the temple of Jeruſalem ; he reigned only twelve 
years. 


| 
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22 ſhall get poſſeſſion of the kingdom, And with the arms of 
a flood ſhall they be overflown from before him, ' and 
ſhall be broken; the arms of the overfiower, that is, his 
oppoſers, ſhall be overcome by him; yea, alſo the prince of 


23 the covenant. And after the league [made] with him 


he ſhall work deceitfully : for he ſhall come-up, and 


24 ſhall become ſtrong with a ſmall people.“ He ſhall enter 


peaceably even upon the fatteſt places of the province; 

and he ſhall do [that] which his fathers have not done, 
nor his fathers? fathers; he ſhall ſcatter among them the 

prey, and ſpoil, and riches ; in his debate with the king 
F Egypt, he ſhall exceed his fathers in profuſion ; as he 


. aBually did; and bribed the king of Egypt's officers: [yea,] 


and he ſhall forecaſt his devices againſt the ſtrong holds, 
even for a time; ke ſhall employ ſome years in his prepara- 

25 tions. And he ſhall ſtir up his power and his courage 
| inſt the king of the ſouth with a great army; Antio- 
| 2 Epiphanes ſhall muſter up the power of Syria, and with 
eat courage give battle to Ptolemy Phulometor ;. and the 
Ting of the ſouth ſhall be ſtirred up to battle with a 
very great and mighty army; but he ſhall not ſtand: 


26 for they ſhall forecaſt devices againſt him. Yea, they 


that feed of the portion of his meat ſhall deſtroy him, 
and his army ſhall overflow, or, be overflowed; and many 
ſhall fall down flain ; Ptolemy /hall be deftroyed by ſome o 


27 his own ſervants, And both theſe kings“ hearts [ſhall 


be! to do miſchief, and they ſhall ſpeak lies at one 
table; alluding to @ treaty between the two kings, at a 
magnificent entertainment al Memphis in Egypt; but it ſhall 
not proſper ; there ſhall ſtill be nofriend/tup, they ſhall en- 

_, deavour to circumvent one another, but neither of them ſhall 
fucteed: for yet the end of ihe war [ſhall be] at the time 
28 appointed, Then ſhall he return into his land with 
great riches ; and his heart [ſhall be] againſt the holy 
coyenant, that is, . againſt the people of the jews, and he 

| ſhall 


* Some underſtand this of a league between him and the king 
of Egypt, in which he behaved deceitfully ; others underſtand it, 
more probably, of his procuring Jaſon to be the jewiſh bigh prieſt, 
and after him Menelaus, who offered him more money : in both 


-caſes it is a fact that he adted deceitfully : he came Rome 


with a few attendants, and yet attained to this power, 
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29 ſhall do ſexploits,] and return to his own land. At 

- the time appointed he ſhall return, and come toward 
the ſouth; but it ſhall not be as the former, or as the 
latter; after two years he ſhall invade Egypt again; but 
the latter invaſion ſhall not be like the former; it ſhall turn 
out to his diſadvantage and ſhame. ; 

30 For the ſhips of Chittim, he coaſt of Greece and Italy, 
ſhall come againſt him; referring to the arrival of Popi- 
lius, the Roman ambaſſador, in Egypt, who commanded him 
in the name of the Romans not to moleſt Egypt, which they 
had taken under their proteflion : therefore he ſhall be 
grieyed, and return, and have indignation againſt the 
holy covenant : fo ſhall he do; he ſhall even return, and 
have intelligence with them that forſake the holy cove- 
nant," | 


REFLECTION. 


E I me here only remind you in general, how particu- 
lar and circumſtantial this prophecy is. No hiſtorian 
gives ſo conciſe and comprehenſive an account of the affairs 
of theſe kingdoms as this prophecy does. It 1s a glorious 
atteſtation of the truth of the Bible, and an evident proof 
of the foreknowledge of God. No one could thus declare 
the times and ſeaſons, but he who hath them in his own 
power, All theſe contingent events were foreknown and 
foretold by him. The enemies of revelation pretend, that 
it was written after the events ; contrary to all the 
which the nature of things in ſuch caſes will admit of. But, 
by their oppoſition to the Bible, they are only, like the infidel 
Jews, v. 14. eſtabliſhing the viſion, and confirming the prophecy : 
for no one word of God ſhall fall to the ground, 33 

P. 


| Jaſon, whom Antiochus had depoſed, hearing a report of Anti- 
ochus's death in Egypt, ſeized the prieſthood again by violence, 
and drove out his rival. Antiochus, thinking that the jews had 
revolted, attacked Jeruſalem, ſtew forty thouſand, ſold as many for 
flaves, and polluted the temple with ſwine's fleſh. 

= Menelaus, and his party at Jeruſalem, took ap arms for him, 
and aſſiſted him even againſt their own country and Jeruſalem; 
and they ſuffered a grievous perſecution from him.— All theſe facts 
are confirmed by jewiſh and heathen hiſtorians of undoubted credit ; 
__ the book of Maccabees very much illuſtrates this part of the 
chapter. 
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CH AP. XI. 31, to the end, 

In the interpretation of the former part of this chapter commen- 
tators are generally agreed, and hiſtory anſwers to it moſt 
exattly. In what is now before us, they widely differ : moſt 
of them apply it entirely to Antiochus Epiphanes ; tuo there 
are ſome things plainly foretold of antichriſt, and which can by 
no means be applied to Antiochus ; but it appears to me that 

this prophecy relates to the principal events concerning the 

chriſtian church to the end of time. 


31 ND arms ſhall ſtand on his part, or, after him the 
Romans ſhall ſtand up, and they ſhall pollute the 
nctuary of ſtrength, and ſhall take away the daily [fa- 
crifice,] and they ſhall place the abomination that mak- 

eth deſolate: accordingly, they conquered the Greeks, reduced 

Syria and Egypt to provinces of their empire, and at length 

Fudea;, this paſſage the jews themſelves underſtood of the 

| 32 Romans. And ſuch as do wickedly againſt the covenant 
= mall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do 
| | know their God ſhall be ſtrong, and do [exploits ;] the 
| chriftian church having ſucceeded to the jewiſh, the Romans by 

44 Battery and threatenings ſhall endeavour to corrupt the chriſ- 

: i  tians, and many (as in the margin of aur bibles) ſhall they 

* cauſe to diſſemble; but true chriſtians ſhall continue firm, 

33 and be eminent examples of patience and courage. And they 
that underſtand among the people e. many; 

referring to the efs of the go the many proſe- 

— þ were mo, . al fall by the — 

and by flame, by captivity, and by ſpoil, ( many] days; 

: for near three hundred years they will ſuffer grievous hardſhips, 
34 and ten general perſecutions. Now when they ſhall fall, 
they ſhall be holpen with a little help : * but many ſhall 

cleave to them with flatteries ; hall become chriſtians, 

becauſe chriſtianity ſhall be the religion of the emperor and 

35 empire: this help laſted but a little while. And [ſome] of 
them of underſtanding ſhall fall, to try them, and to 

1 | purge, 

® This is a prophecy of Conſtantine the Great, the firft chriſ- 

tian emperor, who favoured and protected the church. It is called 

4 little help, becauſe, tho' it added to the external Hy, 


yet it was a means of corrupting the doctrines and diſcipline of 
dhe church, and of weakening the graces of chriſtians, 
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- purge, and to make [them] white, [even] to the time 

of the end: becauſe [it is] yet for a time appointed; 
the ſpirit of per ſecution ſhall revive; chriſtians ſhall quarrel 
with and perſecute one another; and the beſt ſuffer maſt : and 
this perſecution ſhall, in a greater or leſſer degree, continue 
long; as it does to this day, —The principal ſource of theſe 


perſecutions follow, | 
hat 36 And the king, or 4 king, ſhall do according to his 
the will ; and he ſhall exalt himſelf, and magnify himſelf 


above every god, and ſhall ſpeak marvellous things 
againſt the God of gods; à plain prophecy of the eftabliſhe 
ment of popery ; and St. Paul uſes much the ſame phraſes to de- 
fſeribe it in 2 Theſſ. ii. 4. that is, after the empire ſhall become 
chriſtian, an antichriſtian power ſhall ſpring up in it, that 
Hall act in the moſt arbitrary manner, and exalt itſelf above 
all laws human and divine; and ſhall proſper till the in- 
dignation be accompliſhed, hat ts, till the end of God's 
indignation againſt the jews : for that that is determined 
37 ſhall be done, Neither ſhall he regard the God of his 
fathers ; that is, the pope and his followers ſhall not worſhip 
” the heathen gods of their anceſtors ;, or rather, it may refer 10 
their changing the chriſtian worſhip; nor the deſire of 
women, forbidding marriage to the clergy and monks, and 
diſcouraging it in others, nor regard any god: for he 

; ſhall magnify himſelf above all, and behave in the moſt 
38 impious manner. But in his eſtate ſhall he honour the 
God of forces; eſtabliſh the worſhip of Mauzzim, or, pro- 
tectors ; he ſhall eſtabliſh the worſhip of ſaints and angels, as 
proteftars and guardians of mankind; and a god whom his 
fathers knew not ſhall he honour with ofa, and filver, 

and with precious ſtones, and pleaſant — z his allars 

39 and images ſhall be adorned in the moſt coſtly manner. Thus 
ſhall he do in the moſt ſtrong holds with a ſtrange god, 
whom he ſhall acknowledge | and] increaſe with glory: 

and he ſhall cauſe them to rule over many, and ſhall 
divide the land for gain; 10 the defenders of theſe protett- 

ors or gods, he ſhall multiply honours ; that is, the prieſts 
and monks, the defenders of the worſhip of tutelary ſaints, 
ſhall be enriched, and have power over the Purſes and con- 
ſeiences of men. Such ſhall be the degeneracy of the chriftian 
churth. 


Fenn 
F ow 
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the Roman empire; therefore they were no longer kings 
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church.—The puniſhment of it, eſpecially in the eaſtern parts, 
then follows, 


40 And at the time of the end ſhall the king of the ſouth 


puſh at him: and the king of the north ſhall come 
againſt him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with 
horſemen, and with many ſhips ; and he ſhall enter into 


41 the countries, and ſhall overflow and paſs over.“ He 


ſhall enter alſo into the glorious land, and many [coun- 
tries] ſhall be overthrown : ? -but theſe! ſhall eſcape out 
of his hand, [even] Edom, and Moab, and the chief 
of the children of Ammon; referring to the Arabians, 
whom the Turks never could ſubdue ; but are obliged to pay 
42 them an annual tribute for the ſafety of their caravans, He 
ſhall ſtretch forth his hand alſo upon the countries; and 
the land of Egypt ſhall not eſcape ; the Turks ſhall con- 


43 quer Egypt. But he ſhall have power over the treaſures, 


they took vaſt treaſures there, and flill reign over it, of gold 
and of filver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: 
and the Libyans and the Ethiopians [ ſhall be] at his 


ſteps ; the northern parts of Africa ſhall ſubmit to them. 
Accordingly, they are now under their dominion, or tributary 
to them. Tie next verſes refer to events which are yet to 
44 come. But tidings out of the eaſt and out of the north 
ſhall trouble him : therefore he ſhall go forth with great 
45 fury to deſtroy, and utterly to make away many, And 
he ſhall plant the tabernacles of his palaces between the - 
ſeas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he ſhall come to 

his end, and none ſhall help him.“ | 
* The kingdoms of Egypt and Syria had been ſwallowed up by 

h 

north and of the ſouth ; but at the time of the end, or, in Ns 
latter days of the Roman empire, the king of the ſouth, that is, 
the Saracens, who came from Arabia, ſouth of judea, under Ma- 
homet and his ſucceſſors, puſhed at the eaſlern empire; and the 
king of the north, that is, the Turks, after the Saracens had 


. weakened it, _y ruined and deſtroyed it. Chariots and horſe- 


men are mentioned, as they were famous for their cavalry ; they 

firſt overflowed the weſtern pow of Aſia, and then came over to 

Europe to Conſtantinople, and fixed the ſeat of their empire there. 
P The Torks took poſſeſſion of Judea, and could never yet be driven 


out of it ; and many neighbouring countries ſubmitted to them. 


1 Perhaps the caſt may refer to the Perfians, and the north to 


_ the Ruftians, who are formidable neighbours to the Turks, and 


may 
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t. ROM the thirty ſecond verſe we are taught, that 

the right knowledge of God gives and 
courage to the ſoul. Minds well principled in the know- 
ledge and fear of God, will neither be terrified by threat- 
enings, nor ſeduced by flatteries, to act wickedly againft 
the chriſtian covenant. They will bravely ſuffer perſecu- 
tion, and overcome temptation, as the martyrs have done 
and endure any thing, rather than make ſhipwreck of faith 
and a good conſcience. Let us then ſtudy the knowledge 
of God and the deſign of the chriſtian covenant, that we 
may be ſtedfaſt and to our duty. 

2. We are ſhown the deſign of afflictions and perſecu- 
tions. It may ſeem ſtrange that providence ſhould ſuffer 
perſecution to riſe and reign, as it did in the time here re- 
ferred to, for three hundred years; and, under popiſh uſurp- 
ation, ever ſince. But it has been permitted, as v. 35, to 
exerciſe the graces of the ſufferers, to purge out their 
corruptions, and eftabliſh pure religion. And this is the 
deſign of our private afflictions, even to promote our 
purity, humility, ſeriouſneſs, and zeal. The men of un- 
derſtanding and true goodneſs ſuffer as well as others; but 
it is all for their profit, and to produce the peaceable fruits of 
righteouſneſs. : 

3. Tho' God ſuffers and tyrannical oppreſſors and 
perſecutors to proſper long, yet at length he will puniſh 


and deſtroy them. This is often re in this prophecy : 


the end ſhall come; there is @ time appointed ; the indignation 
ſhall be accompliſhed; and the like. Cruel oppreflors ſhall 
come to their end ; and none ſhall efe@tually help them. 
We ſee in all this, God's care of his church and people; 
and ſhould look forward by faith to the end of tyranny and 
rſecution, which this ſure word of prophecy leads us to 
oL. VI. 8 expect. 
at len the inſtru of providence in d ing the 
Ons — LI 3 their * it 
may refer to the return of the jews from thoſe countries where 


| moſt of them are ſcattered. The Turks may then come againſt 
them into the holy land, with all their power, and there be re- 


markably deſtroy 
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expect. Be patient therefore, brethren, till the coming of the 
Lord: for God will render tribulation to them that trouble his 
people, and to them that are troubled, everlaſting reſt. 


CH KP. AH. | 


Tn the former chapter wwe had a prophecy of a wonderful ſerie 
e events, particularly relating to the jews and the eaſtern 
empire ; here we have an account of the reſtoration of the jews, 
and the conſummation of all things. 
I ND at that time, after the Turki/h empire ſhall be 
| deſtroyed, ſhall Michael ſtand up, the great prince 
which ſtandeth for the children of thy people : and there 
ſhall be a time of trouble, ſuch as never was fince there 
was a nation [even] to that ſame time; he prophets, 
and Chriſt, and the apoſtle Fohn in the Revelations, all re- 
Preſent the lime of the converſion of the jews as a time of great 
trouble and commotion : and at that time thy es e ſhall 
be delivered, every one that ſhall be found written in 
tte book; alluding to the names of citizens and freemen 
2 being regiſtered in a book. And many of them that ſleep 
in the Faſt of the earth ſhall awake, ſome to everlaſting 
life, and ſome to ſhame [and] everlaſting contempt ; 10 
doubt referring to the general reſurreftion : many, fignifies 
. , the whole ſpecies; as Rom. v.15. by the offence of one, mam, 
3 that is, the mam, or all, were dead. And they that be 
wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament ; and 
they that turn many to righteouſneſs as the ſtars for 
ever and ever; all good men ſhall be happy in the future 
Hale; but there ſhall be different degrees of happineſs, in 
Proportion to their different attainments, and their ſervices 
4 to God and the church, But thou, O Daniel, ſhut up 
the words, and ſeal the book, [even] to the time of the 
end: many ſhall run to and fro, and know] ſhall 
be increaſed ; that is, this viſion refers to future and diſtant 
events, and therefore it is not to be fully known till the events 
. diſcover it. In the mean time, theſe prophecies will ſet per- 
ſons upon enquiring, and many important diſcoveries will be 
made, even to the end of time. 
28 5 Then 


hundred and fixty, twelve hundred and ninety, and thirteen hun- 
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5 Then Daniel looked, and, behold, there ſtood other 

two angels attending the Shekinah, the one on this fide of 
the bank of the river, and the other on that ſide of the 

6 bank of the river. And [one] ſaid to the man clothed 
in linen, which [was] upon the waters of the riyer, 
(probably to Chriſt, to ſatisfy Daniel's curioſity, uo durſt 
not aſk) How long [ſhall it be to] the end of theſewon- 

7 ders? And I heard the man clothed in linen, which 
[was] upon the waters of the river, when he held up his 
right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and ſware by 
him that liveth for ever that [it ſhall be] for a time, 
times, and an half; and when he ſhall have accompliſh- 
ed to ſcatter the power of the holy people, all theſe 
[things] ſhall be finiſhed ; hz ſolemnly fewore that it ſhould 
be three years and a half, that is, ſo many years as there are 
days in three years and a half, which is a period equal to 
twelve hundred and fixty years, when the diſperſion of the 
jews ſhall be ended, and they ſhall be reſtored to God and their 
$ own land. And I heard, but I underſtood not: then 
ſaid I, O my Lord, what [ſhall be] the end of theſe 
[things ?] I wiſh and pray for à clearer diſcovery, when 

9 the time ſo obſcurely expreſſed ſhall begin and end. And he 
faid, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words [are] cloſed 
up and ſealed till the time of the end; it muſt not be ex- 
pefied that they ſhould be clearly underſtood until they are 


10 accompliſhed. Many ſhall be purified, and made white, 


and tried; but the wicked ſhall do wickedly : and none 
of the wicked ſhall underſtand; but the wiſe ſhall under- 
ſtand; good men during this period muſt expe? ſharp trials; 
which will purify their ſouls; but the wicked ſhall be given 
up to blindneſs and obſtinacy, becauſe they would do wickedly, 
and ſhall have nothing to * them under theſe trials. 


11 And from the time [that] the daily [ſacrifice] ſhall be 


taken away, and the abomination that maketh deſolate 
ſet up, [there ſhall be] a thouſand two hundred and 


12 ninety days. Bleſſed [is] he that waiteth, and cometh 


to the thouſand three hundred and five and thirty 
days.” The angel concludes wwith a comfortable word to 

| 8 2 Damel. 

In this paſſage three remarkable periods are pointed out: twelve 


dred 
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13 Daniel. But go thou thy way till the end be:] for 

thou ſhalt reſt, and ſtand in thy lot at-the end of the 
days; or, thou ſhalt come to thy end; that is, thou ſhalt die 
long before theſe things come to paſs, or are underſtood, and 
Malt reſt in thy grave, and not be aſflicted with the diftreſſes 
here ] and ſhalt receive a full reward at the reſur- 
refion of the juſt. 


REFLECTIONS, 


1. FON che whole, we may exclaim with Bp. 
| Nxwrow, What an amazing prophecy is this“ 
comprehending ſo. many various events, and extending thro' 
ſo many ſucceſſive ages; even from the firſt foundation of 
the Perſian empire, (five hundred and thirty years before 
Chriſt,) to the general reſurrection: and the farther it ex- 
tends, and the more it comprehends, and the better it is 
underſtood, the more amazing ſurely, and the more di- 
vine, it muſt appear. What ſtronger and more convincing 
proofs can be given or required, of a divine providence 
. 

2. us, in the faith of this 0 e re- 
ſurrection of the dead. Some — mar have attempt - 
ed to prove that there is no reſurrection of the body, but 
only of the ſoul to a new life: but this prophecy, as well 
as many es in the New Teſtament, prove a reſurrec- 
tion of the body. What elſe can be meant by mam that 

Jeep 


dred and thirty five. What they refer to is very uncertain, and 
can only be conjectured. The daily ſacrifice being taken away, 
cannot refer to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by the Romans ; 
therefore many underſtand it of the Saracens' conquering Jeruſa- 
lem, and turning the chriſtian churches in the eaſt into moſques ; 
and ſome, by the daily facrifice, underſtand the Lord's ſupper.— 
It is remarkable, that the impoſture of Mahomet, and the tyranny 
of popery, began at the ſame time: and it ſeems here to be in- 
timated, that both ſhall fall nearly together. The firſt period of 


twelve hundred and fixty years, may perhaps refer to the fall 

of the Maho _ ans * 3 jews are to be 

ſully reſtored tled in their own land: and about forty 

years is to be a glorious time, when the ful- 
neſs be brought in, and the happy ſtate of 

the church ouſand years to er the words are 

ſhot up; the viſion is ſealed; and ther 


I hall ſay no more 


., 
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fleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall awake ? And Oh, let us 
think ſeriouſly how they will ariſe; ſome, who while here 
were paſt remorſe, and gloried in their ſhame, fhall awake: 
when their guilt ſhall be brought to light, convicted and 
confounded, ſhame ſhall return upon them double, and 


they ſhall be objects of ſcorn and contempt to the whole 


world. Good men ſhall ariſe to everlaſting life : and they 
ſhall have peculiar honour who have turned many to gh: 
teouſneſs. The more they do here, the more glory 
they have hereafter. This is great encouragement to pa- 
rents and miniſters to be diligent in their reſpective duties 
to the ſouls committed to them; and may we all ſo behave 
here, that we may attain to the reſurrection of the dead, 
and of them that ſleep in Jeſus ! 
3. A diligent enquiry into the meaning of the ſcti 

with a humble, teachable fpirit, will be attended with ſuc- 
ceſs, The labours of learned men have cleared up many 
difficulties in ſcripture, We better underſtand the prophe- 
cies than our fathers, and our- poſterity will und 
them better than we. They grow clearer the nearer they 
come to their accompliſhment, Let this excite us to take 
pains in the ſtudy of the ſcriptures, But remember, we 
muſt come to the work with upright and pure hearts. The 
wiſe ſhall underſtand, but not the wicked ; their luſts and 
3 2 them both againſt truth and duty. But 

e that will diligently ſearch after the will of God, and is 
determined to do it, ſhall know of the doctrine whether it be 
e ſhall underſtand the ſeriptures, and be made wiſe to 

ation. 

: 4. What a comfort is it to good men, that there is a 
reſt remaining for them, and a happy lot in a future world. 
Bleſſed be God, this is plain, amidſt all the obſcurities of 
prophecy, that good men when they die, enter into peace, 
reſt from their labours and ſorrows ; and that there is a world 
of 2 light and happineſs before them. Let it be our 
ambition to have our lot among God's ſaints, and our ever- 
laſting partion with his choſen. Here we know but in part, 
and ſee through a glaſs darkly ;, but when that which is perfect is 
come, that which is only in part ſhall be done away. 
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PROPHECY OF THE MESSIAH's APPEARANCE : 


A 


DISCOURSE. 
FROM 


DANIEL IX. 2427. 


= 


EE ——— —————— 
Daniel's Weeks; or, Prophecy of the Meſſiah's 
| Appearance. 


—.. 


—— — — — => 
DaxiEL IX. 2427. 


Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy 
city, to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and to make an end of fin, and 
to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the vifion and prophecy, and 10 
anoint the moſt Holy. Know therefore and underſtand, that 
from the going forth of the c to reſtore and 19 build 
Jeruſalem unto the Meſſiah the Prince ſhall be ſeven weeks, and 
threeſcore and two weeks : the ſtreet /hall be built again, and 
the wall, even in troublous times. And after threeſcore and 
1100 weeks ſhall Meſſiah be cut off, but not for himſelf : and 
the people of the prince that ſhall come ſhall deftroy the city 
and the ſanfluary ; and the end thereof ſhall be with a flood, 
and unto the end of the war deſolations are determined. And 
he ſhall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in 
the midſt of the week he ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the obla- 
tion to ceaſe, and for the over ſpreading of abominations he ſhall 
make it deſolate, even until the conſummation, and that deter- 


qnined ſhall be poured upon the deſolate. 


I is very obſervable, that when our bleſſed Lord quotes 
part of our text, Matt. xxiv. 15. he demands 


par- 
ticular attention to it. When, ſays he, ye ſhall ſee the abumi- 


nation of deſolation, s of by Daniel the prophet, fland in 
2 place, (whoſe readeth, let him underſtand:) as if he 
had faid, When you read that prophecy, attend to it, 
ſtudy it carefully, and be very ſolicitous to underſtand it; 
for it is a | 

iction of the time, the purpoſes and conſequences of 
the coming and death of the Meſſiah, his rejection by the 
Jews, and the deſtruction of their temple, city, and nation, 
as cannot be equalled in the Old Teſtament. Let him that 
readeth, underſtand ; which he will not do, without cloſe 


attention, 


ge of great importance, containing ſuch a. 
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attention, and ſerious reflection. And may God open our 
underſtandings, that we may underſtand this ſcripture, and 
learn our duty from it. | 
I ſhall, firſt, illuſtrate the remarkable events here fore- 
told; | = 
Secondly, the time when they ſhould happen ; 
And then, draw ſome inferences from the whole —I am 
I. To illuſtrate the events here foretold : F 

And here we muſt conſider, the perſon ſpoken of; what 
he was to do; what he was to ſuffer; and the conſequences 
of both, with regard to thoſe that received, and thoſe that 
rejected him. | 

1. The perſon ſpoken of. 

And that is undoubtedly the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; who is 
here ſtiled Meffah ; which fignifies, the anointed one, or, 
the Chriſt. By this name the jews expected him. Is not 
this the Criſt? wwe know that Chrift cometh, There is no 
accounting for the prevalence of this title among them, 
but from our text, and ſome other paſſages, where he is 
ſpoken of as anointed. Andrew ſays to Peter,“ Me have 
found the Mefſias, which is, being interpreted, the Chriſt, — 
He was to be, as our text expreſſeth it, anointed ; to anoint 
the moſt Holy. As prieſts and kings were anointed under the 
law, to inveſt them with their reſpective offices; ſo Chriſt 
was anointed with the holy Spirit; filled with his gifts and 
graces; and thus conſecrated to God, and qualified for the 
great work he had to perform.—-He is alſo called the Prince, 
ruler, or leader, as the word is differently tranſlated : as he 
was to be king of the jews,” a leader and commander of all 
his people, and the captain of our ſalvation.—He is alſo 
ſtiled the moſt Holy. His original was unſpotted, his life 
moſt holy, being entirely devoted to the ſervice and glory 
of God, and the falvation of mankind, He was the moſt 
holy perſon that ever lived upon earth, and the brighteſt 
image of him, who is glorious and perfect in holineſs, 

2. What he was to do, 

And we ſhall find, that his buſineſs was purely ſpiritual ; 
and had the jews attended to this prophecy, they would not 
have entertained ſuch carnal notions of their Meſſiah, as a 


temporal 
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temporal victorious prince. He was to finiſh tranſgreſſion, 
and make an end of fin. Which may ſignify, to put an end 
to all ſacrifices in the jewiſh temple ; to ſet aſide the inſtitu- 
tion and rites of the fa and to introduce a new diſpenſa- 
tion. The expreſſion, fini/a tranſgreſſion, is better rendered 
in the margin, to reſtrain tranſgreſion, and make an end of 
fin, to ſeal up fin. And fo it intimates, that he was to 
ſet up a kingdom of truth and holineſs in the world; to 
introduce a better ſtate of religion than before; to proclaim 
pardon and peace to a guilty world; to ſeal up fin, that it 
might not riſe up in judgment to condemn the guilty ; that 
is, he was to be manifeſted to take away ſin, and to deliver 
men from its power and dominion, by his word and fpirit. 
Further, he was 10 ſeal up the viſion and prophecy ;; that is, 
fully to accompliſh the viſions and predictions of the pro- 
phets in foregoing ages: as when a letter or writing is 
ſealed, it is ſuppoled to be finiſhed, and the whole 
tranſaction completed. Thus Chriſt was to ſhow that all 
things written in the law, the prophets, and the pſalms, 
were fulfilled in him. And the expreſſion may further 
intimate, that he was to put an end to that method of di- 
vine revelation. He was to give the church a written rule 
of truth and duty; and there was to be no more viſions and 
prophecies. All pretences to theſe, after the eſtabliſhment 
of his goſpel, would and muſt, therefore, be impoſtures.— 
It is here foretold, 

1 What the Meſſiah was to ſuffer. 
e was to be cut off, but not for himſelf : or, as the pro- 
het Iſaiah expreſſeth it, zo be cut off out of the land of the 
ving; that is, to be put to death as a malefactor: for the 
word ſignifies, a puniſhment inflited by the ſentence of a 
judge, or court of judicature, Accordingly, he was cruci- 
fied, after a formal trial, as a blaſphemer of God, his law, 
and temple, and as an enemy to Cæſar. But it was not for 
himſelf; being perfectly innocent, even, as our text calls 
him, the moſt Holy ; he was not ſubject to the law of morta- 
lity ; and the accuſations laid againſt him, at his trial, were 
falſe; but he was cut off for the fins of men ; ſuffered the 
Juſt for the unjuſt ;, for the tranſgreſſions of God's people was 

| he 
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he ſtricken; to purchaſe pardon, peace, and eternal life, 
for all them that believe. But this leads me to conſider, 
4. The conſequences of his ſufferings; | 
Both with regard to his friends and enemies; thoſe who 
received, and thoſe who rejected him. I 
Firſt, with rd to his friends and diſciples, thoſe who 
fincerely received him, and believed in him. It was to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, v. 24. The word ſignifies, to make 
* by ſacrifice; and refers to his offering up himſelf 
a ſacrifice for fin; not only to proclaim peace and reconci- 
lation, but to make way for it by his own ſacrifice. The 
ſeveral expreſſions of tranſgreſſion, fin, iniquity, which are 
here uſed, may denote the extent and efficacy of his facri- 
fice; that it reaches to all fins, takes away the guilt and 
- puniſhment of offences of every kind and degree Further, 
he was to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs. He was not only 
to give the beſt rules for promoting true and inward righ- 
teouſneſs, but to eſtabliſh a method of 3 of 
our being accepted of God, as righteous perſons; and it is 
an —.— righteouſneſs; the is an everlaſting vir- 
tue in his atonement; and thoſe who are juſtified by his 
righteouſneſs, ſhall never come into condemnation, but are 
the heirs of eternal life. Further, he was to confirm the 
covenant with many, v. 27. He was to introduce and pub- 
liſh a new diſpenſation, or covenant of mercy, and to con- 
firm the promiſe of it with his own blood, His doctrine, 
miracles, death, reſurrection, and the inftitutions of his 
religion, baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper, are all confirm- 
ations or ſeals of the covenant of grace. And he was to 
confirm it with many, or, with the many. It was not to be 
confined, like the firſt covenant, to the jews, but to extend 
to all mankind. He was giyen for a covenant to the peo- 
and therefore he is called the Mediator, or ſurety, of 
it: and the great promiſe of this covenant is eternal life. 
Theſe were the happy effects of his ſufferings with regard to 
his friends, even to all that believe.—Again | 
The text foretells the conſequences of them to his ene- 
mies, and thoſe that rejected him; more eſpecially the jews, 
here called, Daniel's people, and the holy city. Now of 
them it is foretold, that hey ſhall be rejected. The phraſe 


here 
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here tranſlated, but not for himſelf, ſome good criticks would 
render, and they, that is, the jews, ſhall be no more his, that 
is, his people. It is foretold that war ſhould riſe againſt 
them, v. 26. That the Romans ſhould come upon them, 
and the people of the prince that ſhall come , by which ſome 
underſtand, the people of a future prince, one not yet in 


being; a monarchy that is hereafter to riſe up; tho” I 


think it ſignifies Chriſt's people; thoſe whom he ſhall em- 
ploy as the executioners of his vengeance upon his ene- 


mies. The words are literally, the prince's future people; 


which has led ſome to ſuppoſe, that it fignifies that the 
nation of the Romans ſhould afterwards become Chriſt's 
people; and indeed the principal ſucceſs of chriſtianity at 
firſt was in the Roman empire. However, all agree, that 
by this people, was meant the Romans ; and the event 
confirmed it. It is foretold, that they ſhould attack Jeru- 
ſalem, the holy city, and the ſanfiuary, and deſtroy both. And 
this alſo was fulfilled in the event; for, after a long ſiege, 
it! which the jews ſuffered greater hardſhips than any peo- 
ple ever endured, the city was taken and deſtroyed. Titus, 
the Roman general, would fain have ſaved the temple; but 
the Roman ſoldiers, out of reſentment to the jews, burned 
it, Afterwards, the ground was ploughed up, and, as our 
Lord foretold, not one ſtone was left upon another. In 
conſequence of this, the ſacrifice and oblation were made to 
ceaſe, Indeed the doctrine and death of the Meſſiah aboliſh- 
ed them, as to their authority and efficacy : but when the 
temple was deſtroyed, they could no longer be offered. 
And it is here added, v. 27. for, or, by, the over/preading of 
abominations, he ſhall make it deſolate ; which may be render- 
ed, and upon the battlements ſhall be the abomination, that is, 
the death of the deſolater. So our Lord, Matt. xxiv. 15. 
mentions the abominations of deſolation, ſpoken of by Daniel the 
prophet, as landing in the holy place. The Roman ſtandards 
were ſet upon the walls of Jeruſalem; on which ſtandards 
they had idols, to which they offered ſacrifices; and theſe 


_ cauſed deſolation wherever they came. It is further ſaid in 


the text, the end thereof, that is, of the city and temple, fall 
be with a flood; that is, the Romans ſhall ſpread like a flood 
over the whole land ; nothing ſhall be able to ſtand againſt 


them. 
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them. | Deſolations are determined to the end of the war, even 


fill the conſummation ; that is, the whole land ſhould be made 
deſolate by the war; wrath ſhould come upon thoſe people 
to the uttermoſt, and they ſhould be made more deſolate 
than any other nation ever was. And the concluding words 
of the text intimate, that ſomething determined, more than 
all this, ſhould be poured out on the deſolate, even a ſpirit 
of blindneſs and ſlumber. But others think that the clauſe 
ſhould be rendered, until the conſummation, and that determin- 
ed be poured upon the deſolate; that is, till what ſucceeds to 
the antient Roman power, even the church of Rome, be 
deſtroyed, and the jews be reſtored. It intimates, however, 
that Jeruſalem and Judea ſhould continue long deſolate ; 
accordingly, our Lord foretold, Luke xxi. 24. Jeruſalem 
ſhall be trodden down of the gentiles, until the times of the gentiles 
be fulfilled. | 
II. I am to illuſtrate the time when theſe events ſhould 
happen. APY ; | 
And this deſerves particular attention. It may be neceſſary 
to premiſe ſomething concerning the nature of the meaſure of 
time here ſpecified; the period from whence it commences; 
and the particular diviſion of the time mentioned. As.to 
the firſt ; what we read of "weeks, refers to weeks of years, 
or, ſo many times of years. This is agreeable to the lan- 
guage of the Old Teſtament, and eſpecially the language 
of prophecy. The law ſaid, thou ſhalt number ſeven ſabbaths 
or weeks of years, that is, forty nine years, to the jubile ; 
and this prophet diſtinguiſhed between common weeks and 
weeks of years, (ſee Dan. x. 2.) I was mourning three full 
weeks; the original is, weeks of days; fo that a week is here 
put for ſeven years; and ſeventy weeks for ſeven times 
ſeventy years, that is, four hundred and ninety. This is to 
comprehend the whole period between the going forth of 
the commandment to reſtore Jeruſalem, and the death of 
Chliiſt; and the commandment here referred to, is the 
commandment or grant to Ezra for reſtoring the church and 
ſtate of the jews; for that, I think, is meant by the ex- 
preſſion of reftoring and building Jeruſalem ; ſettling the 
affairs of the nation, and reſtoring their antient conſtitu- 
tion and polity, For this, the command was granted to 
| | Ezra, 
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Ezra, by Artaxerxes king of Perſia, in the ſeventh year of 
his reign : and from that time to the death of Chriſt, was 
exactly four hundred and ninety. years, to a month. But 
this whole period is afterwards divided into three; or ſeven 
weeks, ſixty two weeks, and one week. From this decree 
to Mefliah the prince, that is, to the firſt publication of 
his goſpel, ſhould be ſeven weeks and ſixty two weeks. In 
the firſt ſeven weeks, that is, forty nine years, the ſtreet 
ſhould be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times, 
that is, the jewiſh church and fate, here figuratively ex. 
preſſed by the ſtreet and wall or ditch of the city, ſhould 
be thoroughly reformed and reſtored ; and this, amidſt 
great oppoſition from enemies; as we read was the caſe, 
Now, from the beginning of this reſtoration by Ezra, to 
the ending and — of it by Nehemiah, was exactly 
forty nine years. The ſecond period was from the end of 
this ſeven weeks, or forty nine years, to the end of ſixty 
two weeks, or four hundred and thirty four years; and 
then Meſſiah the prince was to appear, that is, his goſpel 
was to be opened upon the world. Accordingly, John the 
Baptiſt, his forerunner, then began to preach the kingdom 
of heaven. The law and the prophets were till John; and 
he began to preach juſt fixty nine weeks after Ezra's de- 
cree, that is, four hundred and eighty three years. John 
the Baptiſt preached three years and à half, then the 
Meſſiah himſelf preached three years and a half more; and 
theſe two put together make ſeven years; the laſt week of 
the prophecy. This is the third period. In this week, or 
ſeven years, the covenant was to be confirmed with many: 
and in the midſt thereof, as we render it, but it ſhould be 
tranſlated, in the half part thereof, the latter half, he hall 
cauſe the ſacrifice to ceaſe. He confirmed the covenant by 
preaching the goſpel ;. and at the cloſe of the laſt week, put 
an end to ſacrifices for fin by the facrifice of himſelf. Indeed 
it is ſaid, v. 26. after ſixty two weeks ſhall Meſſiah be cut off; 
but the word after muſt refer to the whole next week, 
otherwiſe, no time would be left for his miniſtry. And in 
v. 24. the events to be brought to paſs by his death are 
placed at the end of the ſeventy weeks. | 
Upon the whole then, the firſt period of forty nine years, 
refers 
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refers to the church and ſtate of the jews; the 
ſecond, — „ 
period. to the publication of the goſpel; and the laft week, 

from John's preaching to Chrift's being cut off, which was 
one week, or ſeven years. All theſe put „make 
up the ſeventy weeks, or four hundred and years. 
And, according to this computation, every hath 
been e 0 and the whole e of years 
anſwers to a month. Other computations have been made 
by learned men; but this a to me the moſt exact and 
ſatis factory; and every ble objection againſt it has 
been fully — Dr. Pzipzaux. There aredifficul- 

ties atten very computation, arifing from the different 
names, num _ years, of the Perſian kin s and the 
different lengths of years in different nations. But it is by 

no means neceſſary that the time in the prediction ſhould be 

2 mputed; — 3 
time of the appearance of Jeſus, 
falls ; in ſufficiently with it. After - 3 — rg accom- 


pliſhed, the tal, tem and nation, were to e 
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APPLICATION. 


= Here is a glorious evidence of the truth of this pro 
phecy, and of chriſtianity. : 
Indeed this is a reflection which might have been men- 
tioned after any of the prophecies; but it deſerves particu- 
har bares ae-thee jo the lenge nad-molt proc of 
any, as to the events and the time. It is ſo remark- 
able a prophecy, that ſame of the enemies of chriſtianity 
n that it was forged 
after the events happened.” many learned men have 
pod that nt 0 be gh aud and our Lord's 
quoting the prophecy, is a f to us that it is 


genuine. To which I may add, what [Joaxrmus, the jew- 

ih hiſtorian, who ſaw the latter part of it 

viz. that Daniel heſied of that deſolation, and 

time for it. Ub mins. of ahe Jeatund agree 

—_— years ; and Hs 
age 
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paſſage can refer but thoſe we have mentioned. Falſe 
prophets and impoſtors talk of things in a general ſtrain. 
Our almanack makers, and ſuch idle, wicked pretenders, 
ſpeak of war, peace, mortality, commotions, &c. in general 
terms. But here are various particulars, and great, won- 
derful, unuſual events: that a holy, glorious perſon ſhould 
be cut off; a whole nation be ruined; their capital deſtroy- 
ed; be long deſolate; and the like: and here a preciſe 
time is fixed for theſe events. Could it be by chance, or 
ſagacity, or a lucky conjecture, that Daniel foretold all 
this, and juſt hit the time? No: it is impoſſible. We can 
aſcribe this diſcovery to. that God alone, whoſe underſtand- 
ing is infinite, and penetrates thro” all futurity, It is a 
good remak of Joſephus above-mentioned, that God re- 
vealed theſe things to Daniel, and he delivered them in 
writing, that poſterity, comparing the events with the pre- 
diction, might know that Jehovah is not like the gods of 
the heathen, but governs all human affairs. Let this con- 
firm our faith in the goſpel : and let us diligently ſtudy the 
prophecies, eſpecially this; remembering our Lord's com- 
mand concerning it, Let him that readeth, underſtand. 
2, How inexcuſable are the jews in their infidelity, 

One of their celebrated rabbies, who lived about fifty years 
before Chriſt, declared, that the time fixed by Daniel for 
the coming of the Meſſiah, could not exceed fifty years 
from that time,* It plainly appears, that at the time of 
Chriſt's coming the whole jewiſh nation expected the Meſ- 
ſiah, and thought the kingdom of God was immediately to 
appear; and their expectation was principally grounded on 
this prophecy, There were many falſe Chriſts about that 
time, and ſince, but none before. During the whole ſiege 
of Jeruſalem they hoped for deliverance, upon the author- 
ity of this prophecy ; miſtaking the Meſſiah for a temporal 
prince: and Joſephus thought the Roman emperor Veſ- 
paſian was the Meſſiah, at leaſt he complimented him with 


the title. But now the jews are got quite beyond their 


reckoning, and are puzzled to account for it, why the 
Meſſiah does not appear. Some of them allow, that theſe 
weeks cloſed before the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, but that 
the Meſſiah's coming was deferred by reaſon. of the fins of 
Vor. VI. T the 
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the nation: but this is a wretched ſhift. In the laſt cen- 
— there was a publick diſpute at Venice, between a jew 
and a convert from judaiſm, concerning the ſenſe of this pro- 
phecy. A noted rabbi was choſen moderator, and a great 
many jews were preſent. The chriſtian urged his argu- 
ments againſt the jews with ſo much force, that at length 
the rabbi ſaid, © Let us ſhut up our books, for if we go 
on examining this prophecy any farther, we ſhall all become 
chriſtians. f. cannot be denied, added he, that the time 
of the Meſſiah's coming is already paſt; but whether Jeſus 
of Nazareth be the perſon, I cannot determine.” The 
conſequence of this was, that ſeveral jews were converted; 
and one of them, a very learned man, who wrote a 
book againſt the jews, in the preface to which he tells this 
ſtory, as the means of his converſion. How lamentable is 
the caſe of this unhappy nation, who ſhut their eyes againſt 
the cleareſt evidence, and look for another Meſſiah, ſo many 
hundred years after the time fixed by their own prophets. 
Let us think of their blindneſs and obſtinacy with pity ; and 
earneſtly pray that the Redeemer may come unto Sion, and 
and turn away ungodlineſs from Jacob; and that all Tfrael may 
. at length be ſaved. Once more, | 
3. Let us rejoice in the deſign of the Meſſiah's coming, 
and heartily fall in with it. 
While he is to the jews a tumbling block, let him be 
precious to our ſouls. We have here another proof of the 
importance of the chriſtiamſcheme, in that it was introduced 
by ſuch a particular and circumſtantial prophecy as this. 
May I not add, we ſee alfo the importance of the liar 
doctrines of the goſpel, eſpecially the atonement of Chriſt, 
and juſtification by his righteouſneſs ; for they are the ends 
of his coming particularly ſpecified in this prediction. He 
is here repreſented as ſomething more than a teacher, and 
an example of righteouſneſs ; more than a martyr for truth; 
he is deſcribed as making reconciliation for iniquity, and bring- 
mg in everlaſting righteouſneſs. If we therefore deſire the 
pardon of our iniquities, and acceptance with God, we muſt 
ſeek it in this way ; believing and truſting in Chrift, and 
depending upon his merits and N Ny Think 'of 
the calamities which came upon the jews for 2 
Chri 
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Chriſt, and the curſe under which they continue to this 
day: and from thence judge, how dreadful their caſe muſt 
be who reject Chriſt now, after they have this, and ſo many 
additional evidences, that he is the Son of God, and the Saviour 
of the world. While we condemn _—_— let us take care 
that we do not condemn ourſelves. e indeed profeſs his 
name ; but if we will not come to him for life, if we will 
not conſent to be ſaved by him in his own way, we are the 
deſpiſers of Chriſt. Every wicked chriſtian crucifies him afreſh, 
and puts him to open ſhame ; and the deſolation that is deter- 
mined againſt all the wicked, ſhall be poured out with 
double fury upon his head. On the other hand, every 
true believer has reaſon to rejoice in this Saviour; to triumph 
in the effectual reconciliation which he has made for ini- 
quity, and the everlaſting righteouſneſs which he has brought 
in. For, as the apoſtle argues, Rom. v. 10. if, when we 
werr enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his life. 
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The Book of the Prophet HOSEA. 


INTRODUCTION, 


FJ OSEA is the firſt in order of the twelve minor prophets ; 

ſo called, not becauſe they are of leſs authority or uſe, but of 
ſmaller bulk, than the others. He exerciſed his office in the king- 
dom of Iſrael much about the ſame time in which Iſaiah exerciſed 
his in the kingdom of Judah; that is, about ſeven hundred and 
- eighty five years before Chriſt to ſeven hundred and twenty five, 
His prophecies are chiefly directed to the ten tribes before their 
captivity ; whom, as a body, he reproves and threatens; and 
then comforts the pious among them with. the promiſe of the 
Meſſiah, and the happy ſtate of the church in the latter days. 
His ſtile is very ſhort, and therefore often obſcure. 


CHAPTER l. 


Hoſea, to ſhew God's judgment for ſpiritual whoredom, taketh 
Gomer, and hath by her Fezreel, &c. 


I H E word of the Loxp that came unto Hoſea, 
the ſon of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jo- 
tham, Ahaz, [and] Hezekiah, kings of Ju- 

dah, and in the days of Jeroboam the ſon of Joaſh, 
king of Iſrael. He prophefied a long time concerning the 
deftruttion of Iſrael, or the ten tribes, and he lived to ſee it. 

2 The beginning of the word of the Loxp by Hoſea. 

And the Loxp ſaid to Hoſea, Go, take unto thee a 
wife of whoredoms and children of whoredoms : for 
the land hath committed great whoredom, [departing] 
from the Lorp : a vi/ionary repreſentation, or a kind of 
parable, to impreſs it more ſtrongly on the minds of the peo- 
ple. A woman proving falſe to her huſband, was @ lively 
repreſentation of the infidelity and idolatry of 1frael, and 

3 God's reſentment of it, So he went and took Gomer the 

daughter of Diblaim; which conceived, and bare him 

4 a ſon, And the Logo ſaid unto. him, Call his name 

TY . 8 Jezreel, 


1 Os K A. I. 
Jerreel; whith fienifies, the arm of the Lord, or, his ſeed, 
40 intimate, that the arm of the Lord was ſtretched out to 
- Puniſh "this people: for yet alittle f while,] and I will 
avenge, or viſit, the blood of Jezreel upon the houſe of 
Jehu, the blood of Ahab”s family, which Fehu flew in Jez- 
reel, (2 Kings x) and will cauſe to ceaſe the kingdom 
5 of the houſe of Iſrael. And it ſhall come to paſs at 
that day, that I will break the bow, or ſtrength, of If. 
. rael in the valley of Jezreel, by the Afyrians who ſhall 
- overcome them there. 
6 And ſhe conceived again, and bare a daughter. And 
- | GodVfaid unto him, Call her name Lo-rahamah, that 
is, not having obtained mercy: for I will no more have 
© mercy upon the houſe of Iſrael; but J will utterly 
take them away; referring to the invaſion of Tiplath- 
7 Pilezer, who carried many 4 them captive. But I will 
have mercy upon the houſe of Judah, and will fave 
them by the Loxy their God, and will not ſave them 
by bow, nor by ſword, nor by battle, by horſes, nor by 
horſemen ; ſalvation ſhall be wraught out for Fudah by the 
immediate hand of Gad; probably referring to the deliverance 
of Hezekiah king of Judah, and the deſtruction of the vaſt 
8 Aſyrian army in one night. Now when ſhe had weaned 
9 Lo-ruhamah, ſhe conceived, and bare a fon. Then 
- ſaid God,] Call his name Lo-ammi, that is, not my 
People: for ye [are] not my people, and I will not be 
your [God ;] referring to the rejection of the ten tribes, 
_  eolio were all carried captive by Shalmanezer king of Aſſyria, 
- when the covenant relation between God and them was 
- diſſolved. | 
10 Yet the number of the children of Iſrael ſhall be as 
the fand of the ſea, which cannot be meaſured nor 
numbered; and it ſhall come to paſs, [that] in the 
place where it was faid unto them, Ye [are] not my 
people, [there] it ſhall be ſaid unto them, [Ye are] the 
ſons of the living God; they ſhall not be ſtwallowed up 
and loft, but continue diſtinꝭ and numerous, and ſhall again 
11 become the people of God. Then ſhall the children of 
| ihe Judah 
This is applied by St. Paul {Rom ix. 26.) to the converſion 
of the geatiles, but not to the excluſion of the Iſraelites. 
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Judah and the children of Iſrael be gathered together, 
and appoint themſelves one head, that is, the Meſſiah, 
and they ſhall come up out of the land, or countries 
. where they were diſperſed : for great [ſhall be] the day of 
Jezreel; the arm of God ſhall be remarkably revealed to ac- 


' compliſh the great event of their converſion by the goſpel. 
REFLECTIONS, 


1. CYEE here the neceſſity of having right views and 
Y intentions in any ſervice we undertake for God. 
'The caſe of Jehu leads to this important remark. God 
commanded ee houſe of Ahab, and he did 
that houſe is threatened to be 
avenged upon Jehu's houſe; becauſe he did it not in obe- 
dience to God, but to gratify his own ambition and 2 ; 
and ſtill retained the idolatry of the houſe of Ahab; for 
which idolatry it was that God had commanded them to be 
deſtroyed. Let us look well to our principles, views, and 
ends; or God may condemn us for what we think an act 
of obedience, and ſuppoſe will be pleaſing to him. 

2. See the evil of fn, and the dreadful effects of God's 
lſpleafure againſt it. It turned away his mercy from Iſrael, 

which they had long been partakers; and the conſequence 
of this was, their utter deſtruction. All our hopes ſhould 
be founded on divine mercy ; but allowed fin will deprive us 
of it. If men do wickedly, whatever they may hope, He 
that made them will not have mercy upon them, and he that formed 
them will ſhow them no favour. 

3. See the nature of the chriſtian covenant, and our duty 
and privileges under it. It is much the ſame as the jewiſh. 
If we deliberately and ſincerely chooſe the Lord for our God, 
he will own and treat us as his people; we ſhall be the 
children of the living God. But if we deſert his ſervice, 
and prove falſe to our covenant engagements, the relation is 
diflolved; he will diſown and condemn us. Be ye therefore 
ever mindful of his covenant, 
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| CH AP. II. | 
The firſt verſe, in which they are ordered to congratulate one 
another in the happy change in their ſtate, and their reſtora- 
tion to the divine favour, ſhould have been added to the former 
_ chapter. _ 
I AY ye unto your brethren, Ammi, that is, my 
| people; and to your ſiſters, Ruhamah, hat is, 
2 having obtained mercy, Plead with your mother, plead : 
for ſhe [is] not my wife, neither [am] 1 her huſband : 
let her therefore put away her whoredoms out of her 
ſight, and her adulteries from between her breaſts; O 
ye pious Iſraelites, attempt the reformation of your country, 
and engage them to put away their idols, and their alliances 
3 with idolaters : Leſt I ſtrip her naked, and ſet her as in 
the day that ſhe was born, and make her as a wilder- 
- neſs, and ſet her like a dry land, and ſlay her with 
thirſt; %, as a huſband turns out an adulterous wife, ſo 
I ſhould ſtrip them of their wealth and ornaments, and ſend 
4 them into captivity. And I will-not have mercy upon 
her children; for they [be] the children of whoredoms ; 
5 T will leave them in the power of their enemies. For their 
mother hath played the harlot : ſhe that conceived them 
- hath done ſhamefully : for ſhe ſaid, I will go after my 
lovers, that give me] my bread and my water, m 
wool and my flax, mine oil and my drink; hey aſcri 
their proſperity to their idols, and, becauſe of that, go on in 
6 idolatry. Therefore, behold, I will hedge up thy way 
with thorns, and, if that will not do, I will make a wall, 
tat ſhe ſhall not find her paths; I will bring great cala- 
mities upon them, ſo that they ſhall not know which way to 
7 turn themſetves, And ſhe ſhall follow after her lovers, but 
ſhe ſhall not overtake them ; and ſhe ſhall ſeek them, 
but ſhall not find [them ;] hey hall rs help from their 
idols and allies, but in vain : then ſhall ſhe ſay, I will go 
BY and return to my firſt huſband; for then [was it] better 
= with me than now; they ſhall afterwards repent and return 
; 8 to God, For ſhe did not know, did not conſider, that I 
gave her corn, and wine, and oil, and . 
* ver 


9 


10 


12 


HOSE A. II. 281 


filver and gold, [which] they prepared for Baal, or, 
wherewith they made Baal. Therefore will I return, and 
take away my corn in the time thereof, and my wine 
in the ſeaſon thereof, when they are juſt about to gather it 
in, ſo that the diſappoinimeni ſhall be peculiarly mortifying, 
and will recover, or, take away, my wool and my flax 
[given] to cover her nakedneſs. And now will I diſ- 
cover her lewdneſs in the fight of her lovers, and none 
ſhall deliver her out of mine hand; her wickedneſs ſhall 
be diſcovered by its puniſhment. I will alſo cauſe all her 
mirth to ceaſe, her feaſt days, her new moons, and her 
ſabbaths, and all her ſolemn feaſts; fe hath kept up 
theſe amidſt her idolatry, for the ſake of company and feaſt- 
ing; but they ſhall have no opportunity for doing this when 
they are carried captive. And I will deſtroy her vines 
and her fig trees, whereof ſhe hath ſaid, Theſe [are] 


my re that my lovers have given me: and I] will 


| 13 


14 


_ 


make them a foreſt, and the beaſts of the field ſhall eat 
them; all the country ſhall be deſolate. And 1 will viſit 
upon her the days of Baalim, I will puniſh her for all her 
idolatries, wherein ſhe burned incenſe to them, to dif- 
ferent ſorts of Baals, (different idols being worſhipped under 
the name of Baal, as Baal-berith, Baal-zebub, Baal. peur; 
and ſhe decked herſelf with her earrings and her jewels, 
and ſhe went after her lovers, and forgat me, faith the 
Lord ;' this was the root of all, even forgetfulneſs of God. 

Therefore, or, notwithſtandins this, behold, I will 
allure her, and bring her into the wilderneſs, or, after 
I have brought her into the wilderneſs, (an alluſion to 1/- 
rael's being led thro' the wilderneſs to Canaan) and ſpea)!. 
comfortably unto her; /peak to her heart, like an affettion- 
ate huſband, who uſes many arguments to perſuade a perverſe 
wife to return to her duty, and to cultivate a better temper, 
And I will give her her vineyards from thence, .at that 
time her vineyards ſhall be reſtored, and the valley of Achor, 
a fruitful valley, that lay to the north of Jericho, for a door 


of hope, as an earneſt of future bleſſings : and ſhe ſhall ſing 


there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the day 


when ſhe came up out of the land of Egypt; when the 
2 | | accurſed 
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accurſed thing was done away, then the Iſraelites felt no more 
tokens of the divine diſpleaſure, but went on joyfully, con- 
' quering the land; ſo ſhall they, when brought to repentance, 
enter on the poſſeſſion of their hopes, and all good things ſhall 
16 be before them. And it ſhall be at that day, faith the 
Lorp, [that] thou ſhalt call me Iſhi, hat is, my huſ- 
band; and ſhalt call me no more Baali, that is, my lord; 
whereas ſhe was before divorced, ſhe ſhall now be received 
17 again as @ wife. For I will take away the names of 
Baalim out of her mouth, and they ſhall no more be 
remembered by their name, hr diſuſe and deteſtation, 
becauſe it was alſo the name of falſe pods; that is, they ſhall 
r8 ſcrupulouſly avoid idolatry. And in that day will I make 
a covenant for them with the beaſts of the field, and 
with the fowls of heaven, and [with] the creepi 
things of the ground: and I will break the bow an 
the and the battle out of the earth; and will make 
them to lie down fafely; I will guard them from every 
19 tujury and every evil. And I will betroth thee unto me 
for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteouſ- 
neſs, and in judgment, and in loving kindneſs, and in 
mercies z the marriage covenant being renewed, I will do, 
not only what is juſt and right, but whatever is kind and 
20 affeFionate. I will even betroth thee unto me in faith- 
- « fulneſs; I will enter into a more durable, indifſoluble en- 
gagement than ever; and thou ſhalt know the Lorp; 
continue obedient to God and his goſpel, and largely experience 
21 his goodneſs: And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, I 
will hear, faith the Lorp, I will hear the heavens, and 
22 they ſhall hear the earth; And the earth ſhall hear the 
corn, and the wine, and the oil; and they ſhall hear 
Jezreel. Jezreel, that is, the ſeed of the Lord, (put for 1/- 
rael, who ſhall be numerous as the ſeeds of the field) ſhall call 
on ihe corn, wine, and oil; they ſhall call upon the earth to 
 - nouriſh and produce them; the earth ſhall call on the heavens 
for ſhowers and funſhine, and the heavens ſhall call on God 
to give them : all ſecond cauſes ſhall concur for their welfare, 
23 and all depend upon Gad. And I will ſow her unto me in 
the earth; as I have multiphed her corn, ſo they, who are 
ie ſeed of the Lord, ſhall bring forth abundantly; and 1 


will 


os 
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will have mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy ; 
and I will fay to [them which were] not my people, 
Thou [art] my people; and they fhall ſay, [Thou 
art] my God; an alluſion to the names of the children in the 
former chapter ; and the whole refers to the converſion of the 
jews in the latter day. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, E F us acknowledge the hand of God in the bleſſ- 
ings and comforts of life, both temporal and 
ſpiritual, They all come from him : he gives us our corn, 
our wine, and our oil; no ſecond cauſes, not labour, nor dili- 
gence, nor friends are ſufficient, without him. Let us give 
im the praiſe of them, and uſe them for his glory. When 
men ate inſenſible of his hand, encourage themſelves in 
fin, by their proſperity, and abuſe it to luxury and in- 
temperance, he can and will take them away ; for they are 
his ſtill, we are only ſtewards. And we are indebted to 
him for our domeſtic peace, for ſabbaths and ordinances ; 
and he may puniſh abuſed ſabbaths and neglected ordi- 
nances, by caufing them to ceaſe, and making our fouls a 
deſolate wilderneſs. 

2. See the wiſe deſigns of God in afflicting his people. 
When men grow forgetful of him, of his nature and attri- 
butes, of their dependence upon him and obligations to 
him, which is the e of all evil; it is kind in him to 
correct them, to hedge up their ways, to bring perplexity 
and diſtreſs upon them, and to diſappoint all their expecta- 
tions from creatures. His deſign is, to bring them to 
himſelf, to ſtop them in their evil courſes, to rouſe them 
out of their indolence and ſloth, and make them diligent 
in his ſervice: he brings them into a wilderneſs to inſtruct 
them: the valley of trouble is a door of hope. 

3. Let backſliders be engaged, by theſe perſuaſive argu- 
ments, to turn to the Lord. What amazing goodneſs did 
he ſhow to this idolatrous, perverſe people ! how kind was he 
to afflict them, ; we by ſending mercy, he might allure them, 
Many may remèmber that it was better with them in time 
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paſt than now. When they loved prayer and ordinances, 
when they kept company, redeemed their time, and 
made more conſcience of religion, they had more peace, 
comfort, and hope. Let thoſe then who have neglected 
theſe good ways return to them; theſe precious promiſes are 
defigned to invite and encourage them. If they do this, 
God will betroth them to himſelt, admit them into the moſt 
endearing and indiſſoluble relation; will beſtow on them 
the grea:eſt honour, in ſaying, Thou art my people; and they 
will enjoy the greateſt happineſs in being able to ſay, Thou 
art my God. 4 


— 


—— 


CHAP. III. 


By viſion of the propliet's receiving his bad wife again, her 
continuing in a ſtate of ſeparation, yet with hope of reconcilia- 
© tion, is ſhown the great compaſſion of God to Iſrael amidſt 
© their deſolations and diſperſions, and the hope of their conver- 
- fion and recovery. | | 
|: HEN faid the Lord unto me, Go yet again, 
; love a woman beloved of [her] friend, yet an 

adultereſs, according to the love of the Lorp toward 
the children of Iſrael, who look to other gods, and 

2 love 9 2 of wine, idolatrous and drunken feaſts. So 1 
_ bought her to me for fifteen [pieces] of ſilver, I paid 
her dower, about fifteen half crowns in money, and [for] an 
homer of barley, and an half homer of barley, hat is, 

3 avout fifteen buſhels of barley.* And I faid unto her, 
I Thou ſhalt abide for me many days; thou ſhalt not 
5 play 

The wife he had eſpouſed, after having lived ſome time well 
with him, is repreſented as going wy and living with an adul- 
terer; he is commanded to fetch her back again ; that 1s, to go 
to this baſe woman, and invite her to return; this is deſigned to 
denote God's regard to the ten tribes, and his purpoſe to take- 
them into covenant again, tho' they ſhould ſeem to have been 

long forgotten by him, . 

Others think that this was to be allowed her as a ſeparate 
maintenance, till ſhe was properly. humbled for elopement. It 


repreſents the ſad condition of the Iſraelites, and yet ſhows that 
a temnant of them ſhould be preſerved, | 
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play the harlot, and thou ſhalt not be for [another] 
man: ſo [will] I alfo [be] for thee; that is, thou ſhalt 
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continue ſome time in a ſtate of ſeparation, tho in my houſe, 


45 it is neither decent nor prudent to take thee again without 
due trial — The explanation and meaning of this viſion fol- 
4 lows : For the children of Iſrael ſhall abide many days 
' without a king, and without a prince, and without a 
facrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod, 
and {without] teraphim ; they ſhall remain for a confider- 
able time in a ſtate reſembling that of Hoſea's wife, who was 
ſeparated from her adulterous lovers, and the converſe of her 
huſband tos. So ſhall they continue deſolate and diſperſed 
among the nations; without any king, ruler, or ſettled form 
of government; without any altar or ephod, that is, 
prieftly garments, by which they could conſult Jehovah, or 
any image, ſtatue, or teraphim, (little images of idol gods) 
by which to conſult them; that is, they ſhall be renounced of 
God, and have no inſtituted worſhip of him; and yet not 
Pratiiſe idolatry : and this is exatily the caſe in which. they 
5 now are. Afterward ſhall the children of Iſrael return, 


and ſeek the Logp their God, hey ſhall again worſhip 


him in his appointed way, and David their king, that is, 
the Meffiah; and ſhall fear the Loxp and his goodneſs 
in the latter days; they ſhall be affected with his goodneſs in 
taking them again into covenant, and be led thereby to obe- 
. dience. This ſhall be in the latter days of the goſpel, when 
all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved. : 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. F NOD's dealing with the Iſraelites, is a lively emblem 
of the caſe of finners and the manner of God's 


dealing with them; and may aſſiſt us in judging of our own 


character and ſtate. Sinners are departed from God; have 


thrown themſelves out of his protection and family; and 


can neither comfortably addreſs him, nor receive any 


agreeable addreſſes from him: yet he has a love of 
compaſſion toward them, and invites and encourages them 
to return to him. But, in order to their reconciliation, he 


firſt makes them ſenſible of their own unworthineſs, and 
5 of 


—ʒ— — — 


of his infinite mercy : he keeps them as it were in a ſtate 
of ſeparation till they are thoroughly humbled, and then 
communicates to them the joy of his pardoning mercy and 
favour : and it is an inſtance of his wiſdom and kindneſs 
thus to humble thoſe whom he intends to exalt. | 
2. 3 reflect on the preſent ſtate of the Jews, as an 
iſnment of this and many other prophecies, God 
: — them out of his church and family ; they have no 
king nor prieſt nor ſacrifice ; they live as exiles, upon ſuffer- 
ance; have no prophet, nor any ſuch worſhip as he requires, 
Yet they are not idolaters; they abhor every thing that has 
an appearance of idolatry, God has merciful intentions 
toward them, and they ſhall at length return to the Lord; 
and receive Chriſt, as David chi king. Their diſperſion, 
and continuing a diſtin& people in theſe circumſtances, con- 
firm the truth of this prophecy, and the truth of chriſtianity. 
g. Let us attend to the inſtructive view of true religion, 
which is here given us. It is fearing the Lord and his good- 
neſs. It is not a ſlaviſh fear of God's wrath, but a vener- 
ation of him, ariſing from thinking of him as the beſt, as 
well as the ſt of Beings ; eſpecially being affected with 
his in ſending Chriſt to redeem us; and admitting 
us into his covenant. Let us enquire then, how we are 
affected with this divine goodneſs ? e 
„ gon makes us afraid of offending 
z of maki — . fe and 
of —_— our intereſt; in his favour. Let us cheriſh this fear; 
for . is the man that thus feareth always. 


c H Ap. IV. 


an en e te the ten tribes of the calamities that 
were coming upon them ; and their fins are deſcribed as the 
. 

EAR the word of the Loxp, ye children of 
Iſrael: for the Loxp hath a controverſy with 

the inhabitants of the land, à ſuit or action againſt them, 

+ becauſe [there is] no truth, 3 
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of God in the land, n they make 2 profeſſion of his re- 
2 ligion, By ſwearing, and lying, and killing, and ſteal- 
ing, and committing adultery, they break oat, and 
blood toucheth blood; vice ſpreads like an inundation ; 
there are murders committed without intermiſſion ; ſo that one 

3 ftream of blood meets another. Therefore ſhall the land 
mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein ſhall lan- 
guiſh, with the beaſts of the field, and with the fowls 
of heaven; yea, the fiſhes of the ſea alſo ſhall be taken 
away; there ſhall be a dreadful ſcarcity, and a general cala- 

4 mity. Yet let no man ſtrive, nor reprove another; i: 
will be in vain to do it: for thy people ¶ are] as they that 
ſtrive with the prieſt; as, among the Iſraelites, the laſt 
reſort in controverſy was to the prieſt, who conſulted the 
oracle, Deut. xvii. 12. and he that would not hearken to its 
deciſſon was to be put to death as a preſumptuous finner. To 
ſtrive with the prieſt, is probably a proverbial expreſſion for 


5 an incorrigille offender, Therefore ſhalt thou fall in the 


day by open violence, and the prophet alſo, who ſeduced 
thee from God, ſhall fall with thee in the night, by ſecret 
miſchief, and I will deſtroy thy mother, or city, that is, 
Samaria, or, the whole Tſraelitiſh nation. ! 

6 My people are deſtroyed for lack of _— be- 
cauſe thou haſt rejected knowledge, I will _ 
thee, that thou ſhalt be no prieſt to me: ſeeing thou 
haſt forgotten the law of thy God, I will alſo forget thy 

7 children. As they were increaſed in wealth and child- 
ren, ſo they finned againſt me: ¶ therefore] will I change 

8 their glory into ſhame, into reproach and calamity. They 
eat up the fin offerings of my people, and they ſet their 
heart on their iniquity ; they wiſhed them to commit many 

fins, that they mipht have many ſacrifices to feaſt upon. 

9 And there ſhall be, like people, like prieſt : and I 
will puniſh them for their ways, and reward them their 

ro doings ; they ſhall be alike in character and in ruin, For 
they ſhall eat, and not have enough; they: ſhall either 
be 


When the ten tribes revolted, Jeroboam drove out the Levites, 
58s anf that they would draw the people to the temple wor 
wap, and to the houſe of David; therefore, when he ſer up the 
calves, he made prieſts of the loweſt of the people; thus know- 
ledge was loſt; and theſe are the prieſts which are threatened. 
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be inſatiable, ar want neceſſary food: they ſhall commit 
whoredom, and ſhall not increaſe ; heir children hall be 
cut off: becauſe they have left off to take heed to the 


11 Lond. Whoredom and wine and new wine take away 


the heart, ſtupiſy reaſon and conſcience, and deſtroy every 
good ſentiment and principle. 


12 My people aſk counſel at their ſocks, their wooden 


images, and their ſtaff declareth unto them; they u/e 
divination by rads or a ſtaff, that is, by ſeeing which way it 
falls : for the ſpirit of whoredom hath cauſed [them] to 
err, and they have gone a whoring from under their 
God; their corrupt principles lead them to corrupt practices, 
and their wicked practices ftrengthen their bad principles. 

13 They ſacrifice upon the tops of the mountains, and 
burn incenſe upon the hills, under oaks and poplars 
and elms, becauſe the ſhacow thereof [is] good: there- 
fore your daughters ſhall commit whoredom, and your 
ſpouſes ſhall commit adultery ; as they have ſunk into 
idolatry, uſuch is often figuratively repreſented as whoredom, 
therefore they ſhall licralh ſuffer by that vice, which ſhall 
run thro* their families, and produce the moſt diſtreſſing eſfecis. 

14 I will not, or rather, ſhall I not, puniſh your daughters 
when they commit whoredom, nor your ſpouſes when 
they commit adultery: for themſelves are ſeparated 
with whores, and they ſacrifice with harlots : therefore 
the people that] doth not underſtand ſhall fall. 

15 Though thou, Iſrael, play the harlot, [yet] let not 
Judah offend ; and come not ye unto Gilgal, where the 
national covenant with God was renewed, and the Jraelites 
were circumciſed when they came out of Egypt, and which, 
therefore, was" looked upon as a ſacred place; neither go ye 
up to Beth-aven, or, Bethel, where the calf was ſet up; 
called in contempt Beth-aven, the houſe of iniquity, inſtead 
of Bethel, the houſe of Cod; or, perhaps the expreſſion 

is proverbial, as if he had ſaid, Take care that you have nat 
your Gilgals and Beth-avens ;, do not run into am practices 
like theirs; nor ſwear, The Loap liveth; do not ſtwear 
at an idolatrous altar, or raiſe any other altar to Jehovah ; 
but make your ſolemn appeals to God, and offer ſacrifices 


16 ner 6g For Iſrael flideth back as a back- 
ſliding 
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ſliding heifer that will not bear the yoke upon her neck : 
now the Loxp will feed them as a lamb in a large place, 
17 he giveth them plenty, yet they rebel: Ephraim, or the 
kingdom of Iſrael, [18] joined to idols: let him alone; 1 
there is no hope of reclaiming him; let him go on to his utter | 
+ 18 ruin, Their drink is ſour; they are univerſally corrupt; 4 
or, they have filled themſelves with drink at their idolatrous " 
feaſts, till it hath turned ſour on their ſtomachs, and they 
have thrown it up: they have committed whoredom * 
continually: her rulers [with] ſhame do love, or, 
have loved ſhame and bribes, Give ye; that is all their 
cry; having ruined themſelves by their debaucheries, they 
19 uſed the moſt wicked means of getting money. The wind 
hath bound her up in her wings, and they ſhall be 
aſhamed becauſe of their OC the judgments of 
God ſhall come ruſhing lite a whirlwind, that ſhall raiſe them 
from the ground and carry them away; they ſhall be caſt out 
of their land, and as they paſs along, and ſee their idols and 
their altars, they ſhall be aſhamed to think that they truſted 
in gods that could not ſave them, 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. QE E the ſource of fin and miſchief; ignorance of 
God. There was no knowledge of God in the land 
of Iſrael: tho' in Judah he was known, and the ten tribes 
had diſtinguiſhed advantages for acquiring the ſame know- 
ledge. This 1s the caſe of multitudes in this chriſtian land : 
and no wonder; for they reject knowledge, at leaſt take no 
pains to attain it, Be ſolicitous then, to be wiſe yourſelves, 
and to teach your children religious knowledge ; without 
which, God will forget them, and leave them to all the 
miſeries of ignorance and a reprobate mind, 
2. See the dreadful conſequences of fin. God has a con- 
. troverſy with, or an action againſt ſinners, for being igno- 
rant of him; diſobeying his law, and breaking his covenant. . 
And it is eaſy to ſee how it will end: God will be juſtified, 
and the ſinner confounded, Let us be deſirous to end this 
controverſy ; and make peace with him, who is the moſt 
Vol. VI. U dreadful 
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dreadful adverſary; but the moſt kind, powerful, and 
faithful friend. 

3. See the wickedneſs of thoſe who are glad of the ſins 
of others, becauſe gainful to themſelves, v. 8. This is the 
caſe of too many in the world; they are glad of the extra- 
vagance and debauchery of others, becauſe they get their 
buſineſs, buy their eſtates, or ſome way or other turn their 
vices to their own advantage. But this is a moſt wicked 
_ temper, and ſhows an entire want of love to God and man; 
and however men may be pleaſed with what they gain by 
other men's fins, God will puniſh them for their ways, and 
reward them for their doings, v. 9. 

4. How dreadful a thing is it for men to be let alone in 
their fins, v. 17. Ephraim is joined to idols; let him alone. Sa 
now, providence, ordinances, and the ſpirit, are as it were 
ordered to let many alone; they will hear no reproof, re- 
gard no checks of conſcience, and (endeavour to ſtifle all 
remorſe ; and therefore are given up to their own hearts“ luſts. 
To ſuch a fad ſtate may men be brought by habits of wick- 
edneſs, and the righteous judgments of God. They may 
in the mean time think themſelves happy, becauſe their 
conſciences are at eaſe ; but this is the laſt ſtage of degene- 
racy, and the forerunner of utter deſtruction. 

- 5, Since there is ſo much fin in the world, and theſe are 
its terrible effects, let God's people be very cautious that 
they never offend, v. (5, Let them guard againſt the in- 
fection of evil principles, cuſtoms, and examples, Th 
know more, have felt and experienced more, and 

more, than others. Let them be very watchful, ſhun the 
occaſions of fin, gefift temptations to it, and daily implore 
the divine bleſſing and aſſiſtance, that they may hold faith 
and a good conſcience, and perſevere to the end. 


EX" lll TT RTR—_—_ 
CHAP. V. 


Declares God's Judgments againſt the priefts, the people, and the 
princes of Tjrael, for their manifold fins, until they repent. 
1 | 1 HEAR 
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1 EAR ye this, O prieſts; and hearken, ye 
H houſe of Iſrael; and give ye ear, O houſe of 
the king; for judgment [is] toward you, becauſe ye 
have been a ſnare on Mizpah, and a net ſpread upon 

2 Tabor.“ And the revolters, or idalaters, are profound 
to make ſlaughter, hey cunningly contrive to enſuare or 
deſtroy men, though, by my providence and my prophets, I 


3 [have been] a rebuker of them all, I know Ephraim, 


and Iſrael is not hid from me; I know their deep defirns : 
for now, O Ephraim, thou committeſt whoredom, 
4 [and] Iſrael is defiled, They will not frame their doings 
to turn unto their God : for the ſpirit of whoredoms 
[is] in the midſt of them; they lay ſchemes for it; and 
they have not known the Lok, neither his greatneſs nor 
5 goodneſs. And the pride of Iſrael doth teſtify to his face; 


pride is ſeen in their religion, and in all they do: therefore 


ſhall Iſrael and Ephraim fall in theft iniquity ; Judah 
6 alſo ſhall fall with them, They ſhall go with their 
flocks and with their herds to ſeek the Loxo; but they 
ſhall not find ſhim;] he hath withdrawn himſelf from 
them; Judah ſhall keep up a profeſſion of religion; but in 
vain ſhall they offer ſacrifices, becauſe they are more fond 0 
7 idols, and addicted to their ſervice. They have dealt 
treacherouſly againſt the Lokp : for they have begotten 
ſtrange children; they have taken ſtrange, heathen wives, 
or brought their children up in idolatry : now ſhall a month 
devour them with their portions; * in 4. ſhort time their 
idols and ſubſtance ſhall be deſtroyed. — What follows is ſup- 
poſed to refer to the invaſion of Fudah by Pekah, when he 
flew one hundred and twenty thouſand men in one day. 
8 Blow ye the cornet in Gibeah, [and] the trumpet in 
Ramah : cry aloud [at] Beth-aven, frontier towns firſt 
attacked ; the enemy cometh after thee, O Benjamin, it bo 
; U 2 : 
Tabor and Mizpah, two mountains, one an either fide of 
Jordan; during the civil wars in Iſrael, their princes and great 
men, according to their different parties, took opportunities of 
doing miſchief and from their caſtles and fortreſſes would ſally 
out to plunder their neighbours, and rob and deſtroy innocent 
travellers, eſpecially thoſe who were going to Jeruſalem to wor- 
ſhip; or, it may mean that they enſn men into , idolatry. 
4 Bp. Newcous tranſlates the laſt clauſe thus, Now fall the 
locuſts devour their portions, | 


* 
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9 thy lurn next. Ephraim ſhall be deſolate in the day of 
rebuke: among the tribes of Iſrael have I made known 
that which ſhall ſurely be; I have given them fair warn- 

10 ing, and declared my irrevocable judgment. The princes 

of Judah were like. them that remove the bound; hey 
were arbitrary and tyrannical, and trampled both upon law 
and juſtice : [therefore] I will pour out my wrath upon 

11 them like water, lite a deluge. Ephraim [is] oppreſſed 

[and] broken in judgment, by his tyrannical princes, and 
the kings of Aſſyria, becauſe he willingly walked after the 
commandment ; he not only worſhipped the calf and other 
idols, for fear of penal laws, but did it willingly, and liked 

12 it better than the worſhip of Jehovah. Therefore [will] 

I [be] unto Ephraim as a moth, and to the houſe of 
Judah as rottenneſs ; I will cauſe them gradually to moulder 
13 away and conſume them. When Ephraim ſaw his fick- 
neſs, and Judth [ſaw] his wound, then went Ephraim 

to the Aſſyrian, referring to the treaties of the kings of Iſrael 
and Judah with different kings of Aria, who only got 
money of them, ſaw the weakneſs of their country, a at 
length overrun it; and ſent to king Jared 70 plead for, 

or defend them, becauſe of the alliances between them; yet 
could he not heal you, nor cure you of your wound. 

14 For I [will be] unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a young 

lion to the houſe of Judah: I, [even] I, will tear and 
and go away: like à lion, coming and taking away à car- 
caſe, and then going ſecurely and lying down in his den, ſo 
will take away, and none ſhall reſcue [him.] 

15 I will go [and] return to my place, till they acknow- 
ledge their offence, and ſeek my face; I will not inter- 

poſe for their deliverance till they are truly humble and peni- 
tent: in their affliction they will ſeek me early, hat is, 

earneſtly ;, in the manner deſcribed in the beginning of the 
next chapter, | 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. E here ſee how much the fins of men may be 
aggravated by many circumſtances attending 
them. Notice is here taken of the aggravation of = 
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fins of Iſrael : they were the effect of contrivance and de- 
liberation; they were very injurious to others; not only 
to thoſe whom they murdered, but to thoſe they enticed to 
idolatry, And their fins, with every circumſtance attend- 
ing them, were all known to God, and none of their pro- 
found contrivances hid from him : this they well knew. 
They had dealt treacherouſly- with God ; and violated the 
moſt ſacred engagements. God had rebuked them for it 
again and again, by his judgments and prophets; and 
ſolemnly declared what would ſurely be the conſequence. 
Let they went on in fin; and at the ſame time ſhowed a 
great deal of pride in their privileges and pores Let 
us attend to theſe circumſtances, as aggravations of fin; and 
be cautious, leſt we incur the fame heavy charge. 

2. We ſee in v. 4. what the duty of impenitent ſinners 
is. It is God's work to convert ſinners; without his grace, 
all their attempts will be ineffectual. But ſomething is to 
be done by them, and is expected from them. They muſt 
frame their doings ;, conſider their ways, and the conſequences 
of their actions; attend to the reproofs and exhortations 
which are given them; and make uſe of the means of re- 
formation: then God will communicate his grace, But if 
they will not do this; to expect his grace, or to hope that 
by ſacrifices, or any religious ſervices, they ſhall make their 

ce with him, is an high affront to him; and he will 
withdraw himſelf from them. hee, 

3. See the importance of a ſteady oppoſition to all im- 

ſitions upon liberty and conſcience. The Iſraelites wil- 
ingly walked after idolatrous commandments, therefore 
God gave them up to their oppreſſors. Idolatry was the 
religion of the court, enforced by penal laws; yet here the 
people are threatened and condemned for conforming to it. 
Thoſe who ſubje& their conſciences to their rulers in re- 
. matters, may juſtly be left to feel the weight of 
arbitrary government. When the boundaries of conſcience 
and religion are removed, a deluge of miſery breaks in. 
Jo ſtand firm in defence of religious liberty, is the moſt 
likely way to maintain and perfect our civil liberties. 

4. See the deſign of God in aiflictions, and to what pur- 
poſes they ſhould be improved. God corrects men that 

; U 3 : they 
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they may be humbled, acknowledge their offences, and 
ſeek him earneſtly ; that they 1 the burden of ſin, 
as well as of affliction, and ſeek reconciliation to God. It 
is a ſign of a ſlothful, impious ſpirit, not to pray before 
afflictions come: but to be afflicted and not to pray earneſt- 
ly, ſhows a ſtupid, ſenſeleſs, incorrigible ſpirit. Let the 
afflicted ſtir up themſelves to take hold of God; for they that 


ſeek him corly ſhall fund him. , 
TT — ——= — 
CHAP. VI. 


Contains an exhortation to repentance, and a complaint of the 
uniowardneſs and iniquity of Iſrael and Fudah.—The firſt 
three verſes ſhould have been joined to the former chapter. 

1 JN their affiction they will ſeek me early, ſaying, Come, 
and let us return unto the Lox o; let us reſolve to 
return to him, and invite and encourage one another to do 

fo: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath ſmit- 

2 ten, and he will bind us up. After two days, in a little 

lime, will he revive us: in the third day he will raiſe us 
up, and we ſhall live in his fight ; this ſurpriſing change 

3 will be like a reſurreflion from the dead. Then ſhall we 
know, [if ] we follow on to know the Loxb; if we 
take pains, he will bleſs our endeavours : his going forth 
is prepared as the morning ; and he ſhall come unto us 
as the rain, as the latter and] former rain unto the 
earth; his favour ſhall become more and more conſÞicuous, 
as the morning grows brighter and brighter” till the ſun is 
riſen ;, he will revive us by his returning gocdneſs, as ſhowers, 
and ſunſhine after them, revive the earth. But it is in- 
timated, that the reformation will be only partial, and of 

ſport continuance. 1 

4 O Ephraim, what ſhall I do unto thee, or for thee ? 
O Judah, what ſhall 1 do unto thee ? how fall I how 
thee mercy ? for, or fine, your goodneſs [is] as a morn- 

5 ing cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away, There- 
fore have I hewed them] by the prophets; I have 
flain them by the words of my mouth; I have employed 


ny 
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my prophets to denounce dreadful judgments againſt them, by 
which they are ſlain and hewn in pieces, (the prophets being 
frequently ſaid to do that, which they foretold ſhould be done : ) 
* thy judgments [are as] the light [that] goeth forth; 
the judgments to be executed upon thee ſhall be light as the 
day, and all that ſee them ſhall acknowledge the juſtice of 
tem. will deal ſo with thee, becauſe my commands have 

6 been reaſonable and kind: For I defired mercy, and not 
facrifice, or, rather than ſacrifice; and the knowledge of 
God, a practical ſenſe of his preſence, perfefions, and de- 
clarations, more than burnt offerings, rather than any 

- 7 ceremonial obſervances whatever." But they like men, like 
Adam, have tranſgreſſed the coyenant ; they imitated his 
apoſtacy, and tranſgreſſed the covenant : there, in the place 
where the covenant was given, have they dealt treacher- 
ouſly againſt me; as Adam tranſpreſſed in paradiſe, ſo 
they forgot their engagements as ſoon as they were made, and 

8 in the very place where they were made. Gilead [is] a 
city of them that work iniquity, [and is] polluted with 
blood; inſtead of being a city of refuge, where thoſe that 
accidentally killed another ſhould have found protefiion, mur- 
derers were protected, and the innocent delivered up and 
9 puniſhed as murderers. And as troops of robbers wait 
for a man, [ſo] the company of prieſts murder in the 
way to Shechem by conſent : for they commit lewdneſs, 
10 or, . wickedneſs, I have ſeen an horrible 
thing in the houſe of Iſrael; ſuch enormities as cannot be 


mentioned without horror; idolatry and uncleanneſs ; which 


generally went together: there [is] the whoredom of E- 
11 phraim, Iſrael is defiled. Alſo, O Judah, he hath ſet 


an harveſt for thee, he hath appointed a time when thou + 


ſhalt be reaped by the fickle of divine vengeance; as thou haſt 
imitated the fins of Iſrael, ſo thou ſhalt ſhare in their 105 


ments; when I returned, or would have prevented, the 
captivity of my people. | 
| U 4 REFLECT. 


* Not that God was indifferent to theſe, for he had required 
them. The meaning is, that God would not accept their ſacri- 
fices,, unleſs the knowledge of himſelf and the practice of moral 
duties were joined with them; and that if mercy and ſacrifice in- 
terfered, mercy was to be preferred. | 
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REFLECTIONS. 


I, C EE the duty and happineſs of returning to God 

under his corrections. The defign of afflictions is 
to bring men to repentance and amendment: and it is 
great encouragement to both, that he will then heal and bind 
up; remove judgments, command deliverance, and ſpeak 
peace to the ſoul. Let us encourage others to do this; and 
ſo further the deſign of the providence and word of God. 

2. See the importance of the knowledge of God; not 
merely a general knowledge of him, but a practical know- 
ledge; a religious regard to him. It is better than burnt 
offerings and facrifices. It is as the light of the morning; 
preſerving from error and temptation, and giving lite, 
peace, and hope to the foul. The way to attain it, is 70 
follow on to know the Lord; to eſteem it the beſt knowledge, 
and gain it by reading, meditation, and prayer. Follow 
on then, without being diſcouraged; and labour to make 
continual improvement in ſo glorious and comprehenfrve a 
ſcience; for this is life eternal, to know the only true God, 
and Feſus Chriſt, whom he hath ſent. 

3. Whatever pious purpoſes and reſolutions we form, 
we ſhould labour to preſerve. How pathetically does the 
bleſſed God complain of Ephraim's fickleneſs and inſincer- 
ity | and may he not ſtill complain thus of many, and, in 
ſome meaſure, of all of us? Men promiſe amendment, but 
do not perform; they are wavering and unſtable, even 
when ſincere; begin well, but do not perſevere. I his is 
greatly miſchievous to ourſelves, diſhonourable to religion, 
injurious to others, and will forfeit all claim to the divine 
favour ; for he alone hat endureth to the end ſhall be ſaved, 

4. Let us attend to the ſuperior excellencies of moral 
duties above ritual obſervances. God here requireth both, 
but prefers the former, when they came into competition, 
Our Lord quotes this paſſage twice, to vindicate his healing 
on the ſabbath day, which was ſhowing mercy to men's 
bodies; and his eating with publicans, which was in mercy 
to their ſouls. We ſhould never place the whole of religion 
in rites and forms ; remembering, that the knowledge of 

& God, 
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God, and obedience to him, are the main things. There 
are greater and lefler matters of the law; the former ought 
to be preferred, but the latter by no means neglected. 
Theſe ought ye to have done, and not ſo have left the other undone. 


CHAP. VII. 


Contains a reproof of manifold ſins; and declarations of God's 
wrath againſt them for their kypacriſy. 

I HEN I would have healed Iſrael, when I took 
the methods that had a tendency to heal and reclaim 

them, then the iniquity of Ephraim was diſcovered, and 
the wickedneſs of Samaria ; hey.grew-worſe and worſe : 
for they commit falſehood ; and the thief cometh in, 
[and] the troop of robbers ſpoileth without; they added 
public to private wickedneſs, were deceitful in their pro- 
miſes of amenament, and were guilly of rapine and fraud. 

2 And they conſider not in their hearts that] I remem- 
ber all their wickedneſs: now their own doings have beſet 
them about; the evil conſequences of them are juſt coming 
upon them; they are before my face; it“ will be evident 
| 3 that I remember them, by the puniſhments. I ini. They 
| make the king glad with their wickedneſs, and the prin- 
ces with their lies; 10 pleaſe the king and princes they run 
into all manner of wickedneſs and debauchery; they diſcover 

a mean, ſervile, and deceitful temper, and regard not what 

4 they ſay or do, if it will but pleaſe their rulers. They [are] 
all adulterers, as an oven heated by the baker, [who] 
ceaſeth from raiſing after he hath kneaded the dough, 
until it be leavened ; the heat of their luſt is like an oven, 

o hot that the baker does not find it neceſſary to add more 
fewel; but having leavened his dough, fmas the oven fit to 

5 receive it, In the day of our king, the day of his birth, 
or. acceſſion, (when feaſts are uſual at courts) the princes 

. have made [him] ſick with bottles of wine; he ſtretch- 
ed out his hand with fcorners; he has put himſelf on a 
level with them; forgetting his rank and dignity, he has 

been intoxicazed, and jained with them in their banters of re- 
: | ligion, 


* 


298 HOS E A. VII. 


6 Aion. For they have made ready their heart like an 
oven, whiles they lie in wait: their baker ſleepeth all 
- 4 - the night; in the morning it burneth as a flaming fire; 
they have been puſhed on by their violent luſts to watch all 
night for opportunities of committing wickedneſs, referring 
to the former ſimile, v. 4. there they are compared to an heat- 
ed oven, here, to an oven that has taken fire; the baker 
neglefiing it, falls afleep, and in the morning he awakes, 
7 and finds his houſe on fire, They are all hot as an oven, 
and have devoured their judges ; magiſtracy is at an end, 
or does not anſwer its inſtitution ; all their kings are fall- 

en: [there 1s] none among them that calleth unto me; 
mam of their kings are fallen one after another, yet they are 
8 not humble and ſerious. Ephraim, he hath mixed him- 
ſelf among the people; I have ſeparated the ten tribes for 
a pecukar people to myſelf, but they are become like their 
idolatrous neighbours, Ephraim is a cake not turned; if 
they have made any aitempts for a reformation, they were 
weak and ineffefiual; they were like a cake burnt on one 
fide, and cold on the other; they were hot about forms and 
ceremonies, but cold and indifferent about the vitals of re- 
9 Aion. Strangers have devoured his ſtrength, and he 
knoweth fit] not; his alliance with firangers hath been 
detrimental io him, yet he never conſidered it: yea, grey 
hairs, hmploms of the decay and approaching ruin of the 
fate, are here and there upon him, yet he knoweth not. 
10 And the pride of Iſrael, which appears in all their aFions, 
teſtifieth to his face: and yet they do not return to the 

-  Loxrp their God, nor ſeek him for all this. 

11 Ephraim alſo is like a filly dove without heart, eg 
enſnared : they call to Egypt, they go to Aſſyria. 
12 When they ſhall go, I will ſpread my net upon them, 
entangle and diſappoint them in their deſgus; 1 will bring 
them down as a fowler does the fowls of the heaven, they 
fall fall when they think to eſcape; I will chaſtiſe them 
as their congregation hath heard; as, from time to time, 
I havt threatened by my prophets in their ſolemm aſſemblies. 
13 Woe unto them! for they have fled from me : de- 
ſtruction unto them! becauſe they have tranſgreſſed 
againſt me: though I have redeemed them, granted 
them 
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them many deliverances, yet they have ſpoken lies againſt 
me, they have flattered me with promiſes of 4 t, 


14 which they have never performed. And they have not 
cried unto me with their heart, when they howled upon 
their beds, in their publick and ſolemn days they have made 
an extravagant noiſe on their beds, or the couches on which 
they lay at their feaſts : they aſſemble themſelves for 
corn and wine, [and] they rebel againſt me; inſtead of 
aſſembling in a religious manner, io acknowledge the divine 
goodneſs, they have abuſed my bounty, and turned their ſo- 
em feaſts into means and inſtruments of rebelling againſ 
15 me. - Though I have bound [and] ſtrengthened their 
arms like a ſkilful and tender ſurgeon, yet do they ima- 
gine miſchief againſt me, hey fludy ſome new idolatry, 
16 and abuſe their ſtrength to my diſhongur. They return, 
[but] not to the moſt High, hey pretend to reform, but 
do not : they are like a deceitful bow, hat turns the ar- 
rows into a wrong direction: their princes ſhall fall by the 
ſword for the rage of their tongue, with which they ſpeak 
againſt God, his prophets, and religion : this [ſhall be] 
their deriſion in the land of Egypt; inſtead of being better 
looked upon by Egypt, which they have courted as an ally, 
® they ſhall be had in deriſſon for their mean compliances, and 
be left by them without help and pity, | 


by 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. IN this chapter we ſee the ſource of much wickedneſs 

in the world; and that is, forgetfulneſs of God's 
omniſcience and juſtice, When men grow ſo deſperately bad, 
as this people were, it is becauſe (v. 2.) they conſider not 
in their hearts that God remembers all their wickedneſs ; 
not only their wickedneſs in general, but all of it: and 
that he not only obſerves and remembers it, but will judge 


them for it. Men profeſs to believe this, are ready to ac- 


knowledge it, and cannot help doing ſo; but they do not 
confider it, Let us reflect upon it with ſelf application 
and ſeriouſly conſider, that all our fins are before God, in 
the book of his remembrancey and that for all theſe: things 
he will bring us into judgment. | 

' 2. We 


y | * 


* P a 
* — 
— 


WY; a I 


- Cu Y 
— F ——_ 4 
5 
1 
o * 


effects of drunkenneſs. 


iy * 


200 Ho S E A. VII. 


2. We may obſerve the odious nature and miſchievous 
The princes thought they might 
indulge more than ordinary on the king's day; but ſee 
what an effect it had upon him; and his companions, we 
may ſuppoſe, were no better. This vice makes men ſick, 
and injures their health; and this alone is ſufficient to deter 
any wiſe man from it. But it alſo makes them ſcorners 
men in their cups are prone to make a jeſt of religion; to 


talk and act, as the fools and ſots their companions do. 


How careful then ſhould we be to guard againſt excels, and 


to be ſober and temperate in all things. 


3. How lamentable, and yet how common is it, for men 
to be ignorant of their own characters, and decl-nfions, 
©. 9. This is ſometimes the caſe of ſtates and kingdoms 


and churches ; often of particular profeſſors of religion; all 


about them fee their grey hairs; obſerve that they grow 


-more peeviſh, covetous, or indifferent to ordinances and 


religion; but they ſee it not; and are angry if it is hinted 
to them, or if they are only exhorted to enquire into their 
ſtate. Have not we therefore great need: to watch over 
ourſelves, leſt we inſenſibly decline; and to guard againſt 


the firſt tendency to apoſtacy ? 


4. We may obſerve how abominable profeſſions of fe- 
tance and amendment are to God, when they are not 
made with ſincerity. Iſrael is often charged with this; 
they committed falſehood ; were like a half baked cake, 
(v. 13, 16.) which, tho* good on one fide, is no better 
than dough on the other. This is a horrid prevarication 


with God, and tends more than any thing to diſpleaſe him. 
and to ſear the conſcience. 


When men deal deceitfully with 
God, it is juſt in him to make them a ſcorn among their 
fellow creatures, and to bring woe and deſtruction upon them. 

g. We may from hence be certain, that God will fulfil 
all the threatenings of his word againſt ſinners, v. 12. The 
Iſraelites had heard thoſe threatenings from the law, which 
was read among them, and from the warnings of their 
prophets; yet they hoped to eſcape. But here he aſſures 
them, and every ſinner alſo, that he will be as good as his 


word, and 4will not deny himſelf. And the warnings they 
have had of this, will make their guilt greater, and their 


puniſhment 
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puniſhment- heavier. Have we not need then to take no- 
tice of every word of God which we hear in the congrega- 
tion? for the time will come, when we ſhall find it all to 
be true, and that not one word is fallen to the ground. 


CHAP; VII | 
In which deſtruction is threatened for their impiety and idolatry. 


I [ E T] the trumpet to thy mouth, ſound an alarm, 
| and give them warning of approaching judgments. 
[He, ] that is, the king of Aſſyria, [ſhall come, ] as an 
eagle againſt the houſe of the Logo, that is, againſt 
Tirael has people, to tear them to pieces, becauſe they have 


trangreſſed my covenant, and treſpaſſed againſt my law. 


2 Iſrael ſhall cry unto me, My God, we know thee: i 
3 their trouble they will claim relation to me: but Iſrael hath 
caſt off [the thing that 1s] good, my true worſhip and 
4 ſervice: therefore the enemy ſhall purſue him. They 
have ſet. up kings, ſeveral kings, who founded their thrones 
in- rebellion and blood, but not by me: they have made 


princes, and I knew it] not; hey did not aſk advice of 


me, nor had they my warrant for doing it: of their filver 
and their gold have they made them idols, that they 
may be cut off; they have expoſed themſelves to deſtruction 
5 by their idolatries. Thy calf, O Samaria, (the calf of 
Bethel, near which place Samaria ſtood) hath caſt [hee] 


off, it cannot proteti thee ; mine anger is kindled againſt 


them: how long [will it be] ere they attain to inno- 
6 cency, ere they return to my pure worſhip? For from Iſrael 
[was] it alſo : the workman male it; therefore it [is] 
not God; it was not my appointment, but their own in- 
vention: but the calf. of Samaria- ſhall be broken in 
pieces, and carried away by the king of Aſſyria, (as it actually 
Wag.) For they have ſown the wind, and they ſhall 


thods, the end ſhall be confuſion : it hath no ſtalk : the 
bud ſhall yield no meal: if fo be it yield, the ſtrangers 
ſhall ſwallow it up; a beautiful gradation, in alluſion to 


corn; 


% 


reap the whirlwind, becauſe they have taken irregular me- 
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corn; it ſhall either not ſpring up, or not ear; or ſomething 
all prevent its being ground into meal ; or ſtranpers ſhall 
8 eat it; @ ſeries of diſappointments ſhigll purſue them, Iſrael 
is ſwallowed up; it ſball be ſo, by the Aſyrians: now 
ſhall they be among the Gentiles, whoſe alliance they 
» courted, as a veſſel wherein [is] no pleaſure ; as a broken, 
9 deſpiſed veſſel. For they are gone up to Aſſyria, they 
ſhall certainly go up as captives there, a wild aſs alone by 
himſelf; becauſe he has been untraftable and incorrigible, 
lte @ wild aß: Ephraim hath hired lovers; hat is, 
10 allies; and did not truſt in God, but in them, Yea, though 
they have hired among the nations, now will I gather 
them together for captivity and deſtruction, and they ſhall 
ſorrow a little, or, in a litile time, for the burden of the 
king of princes; for tlie burdens which the king of Aſyria, 
11 the great ting, ſhall lay upon them. — Ephraim 
hath made many altars to fin, hath wickedly raiſed altars 
to idols, while mine hath been diſhonoured and neglected, 
for this I will viſit them, altars ſhall be unto him to fin. 
12 I have written to him the great things of my law, 
l but] they were counted as a ſtrange thing; as a thing 
13 in which they had no concern, They facrifice fleſh [for] 
the ſacrifices of mine offerings, and eat [it;] they regard 
their ſacrifices rather as feaſts than acts of devotion; [but] 
the Lord accepteth them not; now will he remember 
their iniquity, and viſit their fins : they ſhall return to 
Egypt; @ proverbial expreſſion, for the extremity of di/- 
14 treſs and miſery. For Iſrael hath forgotten his Maker, 
and buildeth temples /o lis calves; and Judah hath 
multiplied fenced cities, without truſting in God : but I 
will fend a fire upon his cities, and it ſhall devour the 
palaces thereof. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. E may obſerve the progreſs of ſin: Iſrael made 
idols, tranſgreſſed the covenant, and treſpaſſed 

againſt the law. This began with caſting off the thing that 
was good. Apoſtacy begins with omiſſions of duty; neg- 
lecting prayer, the reading of the ſcriptures, and the re- 
* 8 ligious 


. 


* 
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ligious obſervance of the ſabbath : then the tranſition is 
eaſy to treſpaſſing againſt the law and violating the covenant, 
and fo to committing all iniquity with greedineſs. Let us 
beware of fins of omiſſion, for they will incFeaſe unto more 
ungodlineſs. 3 b 

2. See the inſeparable connexion between vice and miſe- 
ry. Ifrael had ſown to the wind, and reaped the whirlwind : 
their ſchemes were empty and fruitleſs, and the iſſue of them 
deſtructive. There will be as exact a correſpondence be- 
tween what men do and what they ſhall receive hereafter, 
as there is between ſowing and reaping. Therefore let us 
not deceive ourſelves; God is not mocked ; for whatſoever a 
man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap ; he that ſoweth to the fleſh, 
ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption ; e that ſoweth to the ſpirit, 
ſhall reap life everlaſting. © 

3. How fad is it for men to negle& the law of God! 
The great privilege of the jews was, that /o them were com- 
mitted the oracles of God, And however men may eſteem 
the — of God's law, they are in themſelves great 
things; both excellent and neceſſary: they are ſent to us 
from the great God; by his inſpired meſſengers : and it is 
an ineſtimable privilege to have them written to us, that 
we may read and ſtudy and learn them. Yet many chriſ- 
tians count them as firange things ; as things in which they 
have no concern; or not of ſuch importance as to deſerve 
their ſerious attention. Let us reverence the word of God, 
and preſerve a due ſenſe of its vaſt importance; otherwiſe 
the Lord will not accept us; for he that turneth away his ear 
from hearing the law, ſhall have his prayer turned away alſo, 
and God will remember, his iniquities. 


— 


—— 


a 
A prophecy of the diſtreſt and captivity of Iſrael for their fins and 
idolatry.—T his was probably delivered at the time of harveſt, 
when they were gathering the fruits of the earth, and prepar- 
ing offerings for their idols. 

| :. REJOICE 
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I EJOICE not, O Iſrael, for joy, as [other] peo- 
ple; other nations rejoxe at the harveſt, but thou 
haſt litile reaſon to do ſo: for thou haſt gone a whoring 
from thy God, thou haſt loved a reward upon every 
corn floor; thou haſt loved to take from every corn floor a 
2 reward for thy idol deities. The floor and the wine preſs 
ſhall not feed them, and the new wine ſhall fail in her; 
the grapes and olives ſhall afford but littie wine and oil. 
| | 3 They ſhall not dwell in the Loxy's land; but Ephraim 
By ſhall return to Egypt, /ome of them ſhall fly there to eſcape 
. | . the king of Aria, but moſt of them ſhall be carried into 
2 [4 ria, and they ſhall eat unclean [things] in Aſlyria 
| ft things forbidden by the law, (to which they will have ſome 
regard in meats and drinks, tho* they, neglect it in other 
: 4 Things) not being able to. procure other food. They ſhall 
3 not offer wine [offerings] to the Lon, neither ſhall 
| | "ſhall they be pleaſing unto him: their facrifices [ſhall 
; be] unto them as the bread of mourners; all that eat 
thereof ſhall be polluted ; as thoſe who touch dead bodies 
contrat? pollution, and cannot attend any ſacrifice without 
. polluting it, ſo their offerings ſhall be retkoned unclean, and 
. 5 all who eat of them polluted: for their bread for their ſoul, 
1-179 what is offered as an atonement, or rather, the bread that 
j: 1] | ſupports their lives, ſhall not come into the houſe of the 
3827 Lord ; they ſhall have ſo little, that if their offerings were 
iF | not polluted, they ſhall have none to preſent. And if this is 
5 the caſe on common days, What will ye do in the ſolemn 
155 day, and in the day of the feaſt of the Lozp ? what 
| 8 6 forrowful feaſts ſhall ye keep tien] For, lo, they are gone 
i= | becauſe of deſtruction; they are fled into foreign countries 
io eſcape dęſtruction in their own land: Egypt ſhall gather 
them up, Memphis ſhall bury. them: the pleaſant 
# [places] for their filver, nettles- ſhall poſſeſs them : 
1 thorns I ſhall be] in their tabernacles; their hau ſes, which 
| | are adorned with ſilver and rich ornaments, ſhall be a heap 
7 of ruins. The days of viſitation are come, the days of re- 
| compence are come; Iſrael ſhall know [it: ] the prophet 
[45 ET [is] a fool, the ſpiritual man [is] mad; thoſe who pretend 
1 to propheſy are fooliſh and inſane, they are ſuffered to impoſe 
mon thee by aſſurances that theſe judgments will never _— | 


7 
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for the multitude of thine iniquity, and the great 


$ hatred hou haſt to true religion. The watchman of Eph. 
. raim [was] with my God: [but] the prophet [is] a 
ſnare of a fowler in all his ways, [and] hatred in, or 
againſt, the houſe of his God; there was a tim? when you 
had wiſe use prophets, wha deſerved to be called 
watchmen, gave you faithful warnings , but naw, your 

_ falſe prophets are a ſnare to you, and haſten your ruin, 
9 They have deeply corrupted | themſelves,] as in the 
days of Gibeah ; @ proverb for abandoned wickedneſs : 
[therefore] he will remember their iniquity, he will 
viſit their fins; that is, they ſhall ſuffer ike Benjamin. 
10 (See Judges xix. 22, &c,) I found Iſrael like grapes in 
the wilderneſs ; I ſaw your fathers as the firſt ripe in 
the fig tree at her firſt time; I was pleaſed wit them, 
and favourable to them, as a traveller who, in a ſandy deſert, 
meets with a pleaſant ſpot where there are grapes and firs : 
[but] they, heir deſcendants, went to Baal-pzor, the moſt 
filthy and deteſtable idol, and ſeparated themſelves unto 
that ſhame, gave a looſe to all their ſinful inclinations ;, and 
[their] abominations were according as. they loved ; hey 
multiplied their idols according to their own lufts and fancies, 
11 [As for] Ephraim, their glory ſhall fly away like a bird, 
rom the birth, and from the womb, and from the con- 
ception; ſome ſhall loſe their children when they are juſt 
born, others ſhall miſcarry; and others be barren : they glory 


in their numbers, but they ſhall all fly away and be loſt, 


12 Though they bring up their children, yet will I bereave 
them, [that there ſhall] not [be] a man left;] hoſe 
that grow up ſhall be deſtroyed : yea, woe allo to them 
13 when I depart from them] Ephraim, as I ſaw Tyrus, 
[is] planted in a pleaſant place: but Ephraim ſhall 
bring forth his children to the murderer ; hat is, to the 
king of Aſſyria, «who made a fruitleſs attempt upon Tyre, but 

14 took Samaria, and put to death great mullitudes. Give 
them, O Lorp: what wilt thou give? give them a 


miſcarrying womb and dry breaſts; if 1 /rould pray for 


. this people, what ſhall I aſk ? I ſee ſuch miſery coming upon 

the country, that I could wiſh there might be but few born, 

15 rather than many ſhould live to be ſo miſerable, All their 
. V. | 1 


wickedneſs 


. 
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wickedneſs [is] in Gilgal; great favour was ſhown ts 
their anceſtors there, there the covenant was renewed 
when they came into Canaan ;, but now it is the head quarters 

their idolatry : for there, or, therefore J hated them: 
or the wickedneſs of their doings I will drive them out 
of mine houſe, out of my family, and I will love them 
no more: all their princes [are] revolters ; have revolt- 
ed from religion and. juſtice, and propagated wickedneſs 

16 among the people. Ephraim is ſmitten like a blaſted tree, 
their root is dried up, they ſhall bear no fruit : yea 
though they bring forth, yet will I flay [even] the 
beloved [fruit] of their womb ; their deareſt children ſhall 

17 be early deſtroyed. My God will caſt them away, be- 
cauſe they did not hearken unto him; the ſource of all 
is their not hearkening to God's law, his prophets, and 
threatenings : and they ſhall be wanderers among the 
nations; ſhall be diſperſed all over the earth (as they are 
at this day.) St. James addreſſes the twelve tribes, as 
thoſe whith are ſcattered abroad. Kt, 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. ONE have leſs reaſon for joy than apoſtates and 
revolters. Iſrael is here forbidden to rejoice, 
becauſe they had no reaſon, no ground for it. Thoſe who 
know not God may rejoice in his providential favours. 
His people have great reaſon to rejoice in him and his 
but revolters have none; for, as their fins are 

iar leaſing to God, their puniſhment will be moſt 
readful. Guilt and fear may well ſpoil all their mirth. 
2 that defires to ſecure true and laſting joy, muſt fear 
od, and keep cloſe to him and his ſervice, 

2. It becomes us ſeriouſly to reflect on the manner in 


which we behave on our ſolemn days. Iſrael is here re- 


minded of their ill behaviour, and directed to confider 
what they ſhould do when their feaſts ceaſed, that they 
ſhould have no ſacrifices to offer, and that they would not 
be accepted if they had, as they would be turned out of 
the Lord's land. Let this lead us to enquire what regard 
we pay to our ſolemn days; what improvement we * 

| 0 
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of them; and what reflections will fill our minds under the 
want or loſs of them. Miſerable indeed will be the caſe of 
thoſe who are turned out of the Lord's heavenly land, and, 
in the horror of deſpair, wiſh for one of thoſe days of that 
viftation, which they now deſpiſe or undervalue. 

3. See the fatal conſequences of God's departing from 
men. After He had threatened Ephraim with the loſs of 
all their comforts, then this comes in alſo, as the moſt 
dreadful circumſtance of all; yea, woe alſo to them when I 
depart from them. When God finally departs, every thing 
that is good and happy is taken away; every thing that is 
painful and tormenting is inflicted. Innumerable, eternal 
woes, will follow that unhappy creature from whom God 
is departed. Let us dread this, as the greateſt evil, and 
keep ourſelves in the love of God. The Lord is with you 
while you are with him; but if ye will not hearken unto him, 
God will caſt you off for ever. v. 17. | 


CHAP. . 


In which Jrael is reproved and threatened for their impiety and 
| idolatry, and exhorted to repentance. | 
« ISRAEL ſis] au empty vine, he bringeth forth 

4 fruit unto himſelf; Ike flouriſhing vines which empty 

* #heir juices, but all to themſelves : according to the mul- 
titude of his fruit he hath increaſed the altars; accord- 
ing to the goodneſs of his land they have made y 
images; they abuſed their proſperity to idolatry, and ſerved 

e their gods with the gifts of providence, Their heart is 
divided between God and idols z now ſhall they be found 
faulty: he, he king of Afpria, by God's permiſſion, ſhall 
3 break down their altars, he ſhall ſpoil their images. For 
now they, /ome of them, ſhall ſay, We have no king, 
becauſe we feared. not the Loxp z what then ſhould a 
king do to us? we are in ſuck an unhappy ſituation that 
4 the beſt king could not retrieve our affairs. They have 
ken words, mere hypocritical, empty words, {wearing 
ely in making a covenant with God : thus judgment 
W 2 ſpringeth 


. 
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ſpringeth up as hemlock in the furrows of the field 
they make the adminiſtration of juſtice a miſchief and a curſe, 

s rather than @ bleſſing. The inhabitants of Samaria ſhall 
fear, . becauſe of the calves of Beth-aven : for the peo- 
ple thereof ſhall mourn over it, and the priefts thereof 
that] rejoiced on it, for the glory thereof, becauſe it 
is departed from it; - becauſe the calf of Bethel is taken 

6 away, and has leſt all its reputation. It ſhall be alſo 
carried into Aſſyria [for] a preſent to king Jareb; he 
ealf ſhall be taken away by the king of Aſyria ;, and ſent 
4 @ Preſent to (or, to plead with) king Jareb, to make 
up matters; that is, in their domeſtic broils their god 
himſelf ſhall be carried away : therefore, Ephraim ſhall 
receive ſhame, and Iſrael ſhall be aſhamed of his own 


7 counſel ; of his policy in ſetting up the calf. [As for] 


Samaria, her king is cut as the foam upon the 
water; the whole kingdom ſhall have a ſhort lived glory, 

8 and vaniſh like a bubble, The high places alſo of Aven, 
their iniquity and idolatry, the fin of Iſrael ſhall be de- 

- ſtroyed: the thorn and the thiſtle ſhall come up on 
their altars ; and they ſhall ſay wit the utmoſt conſter- 
nation to the mountains, Cover us; and to the hills, 
Fall on us: ſuch ſhall be their miſery, that they will wiſh 
for the moſt terrible death, rather than continue to endure 

9 it. O Ifrael, thou haſt ſinned from the days of Gibeah ; 
or, more than in the days of Gibeah : there they ſtood iu 
array againſt Benjamin : the battle in Gibeah againſt 
the children of iniquity did not overtake them; neither 

the firſt nor the ſecond time; but, as they were almoſt all 

10 defiroyed at laſt, fo ſhall it be with you, [It 1s] in my deſire 
that I ſhould chaſtiſe them; it is my purpoſe to do it; 
and the people "ſhall be gathered againſt them, when 
they ſhall bind themſelves in their two furrows; that is, 
when they ſhall be chaſtiſed for their two iniquities, for 
their calves in Dan and Bethel y or rather, when the Aſſyrians 

11 ſhall reduce them to'a ftate of ſervitude, And Ephraim 
[is as] an heifer ¶ that is] taught, [and] loveth to tread 
out [the corn ;] but I paſſed /he yoke over upon her fair 
neck; probably referring to the general methods which God 
tool at firſt to form them to obedience : I will make Ephraim 

: | | to 
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do ride, or be ridden; that is, they fball be oppreſſed and 

carried captive by the Aſfyrians; Judah ſhall plough, 

ſand] Jacob ſhall break his clods; Judah all yet be 

preſerved, and return, while Ephraim ſhall be oppreſſed and 

12 deſtroyed. —Then follows an exhortation to repentance. Sow 

to yourſelves in righteouſneſs, reap in mercy ; break 

up your fallow ground of knowledge : for [it is] time to 

ſeek the Lox, till he come and rain righteouſneſs upon 

you; that is, If ye ſow goodneſs, ye ſhall reap divine mercy; 

if ye cultivate the knowledge of Fehovah, he will pour upon 

13 you the rain of righteous benignity.” Ye have ploughed 

wickedneſs, ye have reaped iniquity ye have eaten the 

fruit of lies; deceitful- fruit, the juſt reward of idolatry : 

becauſe thou didft truſt in thy way of worſhip, in the 

14 multitude of thy mighty men. Therefore ſhall a tu- 

mult ariſe among thy people, and all thy fortreſſes ſhall 

be ſpoiled, as Shalman ſpoiled Beth-arbel in the day of 

battle: the mother was daſhed in pieces upon [her] 

children ; referring to an event, then well known ; that 

is, God will bring the ſame enemies and do as cruel execu- 

15 tions: So ſhall Beth-el do unto you becauſe of your 

eat wickedneſs; it is not your enemies, but your fins, 

which are the cauſe of this: in a morning, hat is, ſoon, 

- with great aiſpatch, ſhall the king of Iſrael utterly 
cut on, 


* S 
error 
= W HEN men are deſtitute of real religion, they 


can find little comfort in any of their enjoyments, 

v. 3. When their hearts are divided between God and the 
world, and they worſhip gold, as Iſrael did the calves, it 
is no wonder that God ſhould take away the tokens of his fa- 
vour; and what can wealth and honour then do for them? 
If the fear and love of God influence the heart, there may 
be inward peace and happineſs without theſe things; but 
when men forget God, are falſe to their covenant engage- 
W 3 ments, 

i See Bp. Nzwcous in loc, 


& This threatening came to paſs at Arbela in Armenia, in the 
famous battle between Alexander and Darius. 
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ments, and — pom God to forſake them ; all 
earthly things can do little to make them truly happy even 
in this world, much leſs in another ; for riches profit not in 
the day of wrath. 

2. Let us attend to the exhortations and encouragements 
here given to repentance; a beautiful and inſtructive deſcrip- 
tion of which we have in v. 12. The heart of man is, if 
left to itſelf, like fallow ground, barren, and uſeleſs; yet 
it is capable of cultivation; and when finful habits are 
broken off, carnal affections rooted out, and ſeeds of righ- 
teouſneſs ſown there, the produce is invaluable. God muſh 
be ſought unto to make the inſtituted means of grace effeg- 
tual to this great end; and then, we have reaſon to hope, 
he will rain righteouſneſs upon us, increaſe in us all chriſ- 
tian graces, and all worthy diſpoſitions ; and when this is 
the caſe, (beſides the preſent ſatisfaction and pleaſure ariſing 
from theſe) there will be a crop of future mercy to be 
reaped. But let us not forget that it is all mercy ; the free 
gift of God to the righteous, and not what they have 


merited. Let us then follow after righteouſneſs, and ſhun 


and dread all iniquity ; remembering that the connexion 
between ploughing wickedneſs and reaping puniſhment, is 
as ſure and neceſſary, as between ſowing righteouſneſs and 
reaping mercy. 85 | 
3. Let us therefore learn to trace up all our calamities 
and afflictions to fin, as the procuripg cauſe: this is ſtrongly 
expreſſed in v. 15, God had foretold what they ſhould 
ſuffer by the Aſſyrians, and adds, ſo ſhall Bethel do to you. 
As if he had ſaid, It is your idolatry at Bethel that brings 
all theſe calamities; it is not Shalman, but Bethel, that 
does this to you. It is one deſign of affliftive providences, 
to bring mens fins to remembrance, to make us ſenſible of our 
great wickednels, pr of he evil of our evil, as in the margin, 
and thus lead us to humiliatiop, repentance and amend- 
ment. Whatever calamities befall us, let us improve them 


to this purpoſe; and then, by theſe ſhall our iniquities bt 


purged; nd the fruit of all will be ſo take away ſin, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XI. 


Which contains an account of IſraeÞs ingratitude to Cod for his 
benefits ; of his judgments upon them; of his mercy toward 
them; of Ephraim's falſehood, and Fudah's fidelity. 

I HEN Iſrael [was] a child, at the beginning of 
their ſtate, in the days of their patriarchs, when 

they kept clear of idolatry, then I loved him, and called 
my ſon out of Egypt; brought them out from Egypt by 
my divine power ; this God did literally, and the phraſe be- 
came proverbial, for delivering them from imminent dangers, 
and ſhowing them extraordinary favours z, and in this ſenſe 

2 it is applied to Chrift, (Matt. ii. 15.) [As] they, Moſes 
and Aaron, called them, ſo they went from them: they 
facrificed unto Baalim, and burned incenſe to graven 
images ; they early began their idolatry, even in the wil- 

3 derneſs, I taught Ephraim alſo to go, taking them by 
their arms, lite 4 tender mother, leading them thro* the 
wilderneſs with great care, but they knew not that I 
healed them; they aſcribed their deliverance ta other in- 
4 Aruments, and not to me. I drew them with cords of a 
man, with bands of love; by a kind, and gentle conduct, 
ſuited to human nature, and adapted to work upon it; or, 
as in the Chaldee, as beloved children are drawn, I drew 
them by the firength of love: and I was to them as they 


that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I laid meat 


unto them ; like thoſe who take off the yoke of oxen and 


give them food; that is, I took the moſt tender care of them, 


and led them on to Canaan. | 
He ſhall not return into the land of Egypt, but the 


Aſſyrian ſhall be his king, becauſe they refuſed to re- 


turn; h he lay ſchemes for going to Egypt, he ſhall not 
be able to do it, but ſhall be carried captive into ia ; 
that is, into a worſe ſlavery than that of their anceſtors in 
Egypt, farther from home, and from whence he is nat ſo 
6 likely ta return. And the ſword ſhall abide on his cities, 
and ſhall conſume his branches, or bars, their ſtrong for- 
tifications, and devour [them,] becauſe of their own 


7 counſels. And my people are bent to backſliding from 
| W 4 me: 
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me: though they, the prophets, called them to the moſt 
High, none at all would exalt [him :] few or none ho- 
noured him by their obedience.” 

How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? [how] ſhall I 
deliver thee, Iſrael ? how ſhall I make thee as Admah ? 
[how] ſhall 1 ſet thee as Zeboim ? ſo that thou ſhouldſt 
be no more a people ? mine heart 1s turned within me, 
my repentings are kindled together. I will not execute 
the fierceneſs of mine anger, I will not return to deſtroy 
Ephraim, but I will remember "wy covenant : for I [am] 
God, and not man; the Holy One in the midſt of thee: 
and I will not enter into the city; that is, I will not 
return lite an inveterate enemy, who, having conquered a 
city, comes a ſecond time utterly to deſtroy thoſe that art left 
in it, They ſhall walk after the Lok D; referring to 
their final recovery: he ſhall roar like a lion; call 


_ with a mighty voice: when he'ſhall roar, then the child- 


ren ſhall tremble from the weſt ; hey ſhall fly with a 


' haſty fluttering motion, and God will bring them to humilia- 


tion and repentance ; and They ſhall tremble, or haſten, 
as a bird out of Fgypt, and as a dove out of the land 


of Aſſyria: and I will place them in their houſes, faith 


the Lorp : they ſhall be reſtored from thoſe countries in the 


 Tatter day, and from all places where they have been op- 
. Preſſed, and be fixed in their own land. 8 


12 


Ephraim compaſſeth me about with lies, and the 


. houſe of Iſrael with deceit; they ſtill perſiſt in their idola- 
' try and wickedneſs, notwithſtanding their fair promiſes : 


but Judah yet ruleth with God, and is faithful with 
the ſaints ; probably referring to Hezekiah's reformation : 
that is, Juda continues its allegiance to the houſe of David, 
and the true worſhip of God, therefore they ſhall be de- 
livered from their enemies, and their kingdom ſhall be pro- 
longed; or, (as Bp. Newcome tranſlates it) * Hereafter 
they ſpall come dewon a people of God, even a faithful people 
of ſaints,” | 


REFLECT. 


1 Perhaps this may refer to. Fezekiah's invitir them to come 


and keep the paſſover at Jeruſalem, which the king and gover- 
ners of Iſrael oppoſed, | 
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REFLECT TONS: 
17 E here ſee the method by which God generally 


leads men to obedience, and their perverſeneſs 
in refuſing it. He draws them with the cords of a man, and 
the bands of love, v. 4. in a rational, gentle manner, and 
by every thing kind and encouraging; that is, by means 
ſuited to the divine benignity and the nature of man. 
Thus he deals with us, and it is ungratgful and baſe to 
reſiſt his gracious influences; and thus we ſhould deal with 
one another, | | 
2. God's paſt kindneſs aggravates our ingratitude, He 
reminds Iſrael of his kindneſs to them, when they were firſt 
formed into a people; of their deliverance from Egypt, 
their being led thro' the wilderneſs, and brought to Ca- 
naan : notwithſtanding which, they deſpiſed his prophets 
and were bent to backſliding and idolatry. Let us think 
of God's kindneſs to us in our youth; of his preſerving, 
ſapplying, and healing us ; eſpecially of our religious ad. 
vantages : that it may ſhow our ingratitude in forgetting 
and forſaking him to be exceeding ſinful, and lead us to 
repent, and walk humbly with God. 
g. Let us reflect on the aſtoniſhing patience and m 
of God to a ſinful people. The eighth verſe is a molt ſur- 
priſing paſſage. How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim ? how 
Hall I deliver thee, Iſrael ? how ſhall I make thee as Admak ? 
how ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim? mine heart is turned within me, 
m repentings are kindled together. It is enough, one would 
think, to melt the moſt obdurate heart. Juſtice ſeemed to 
require that they ſhould be given up; but mercy pleaded 
for them, tho? it ſcarcely knew how to do it. God here 
repreſents himſelf as a tender father, ſtruggling with him- 
ſelf whether he ſhould diſinherit and give up a rebellious 
ſon, or not. This is doubtleſs only deſcribed after the 
manner of men, to exalt the divine mercy, and encourage 
ſinners to repentance. Let us reflect on this moſt amazing 
mercy of the Moſt High, and take encouragement from it; 
for Who is a God like unto ours, pardoning iniquity, tranſerefſion, 
and fin ? | 


4. It 
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4. It is a 2 honour to continue ſteady and faithful, 
when others deal deceitfully, It is our duty to be faithful 
with the ſaints, to keep cloſe to God's holy rules and ways, 
tho? they are neglected by others; to walk with ſaints, tho? 
they are few and deſpiſed. Many, like Ephraim, attend the 
worſhip of God deceitfully ; hear the word, and commend 
it, but will not do it; they promiſe fair, but never E 


form. This is ing to God; and all liars, (eſpecially ſuch 


as theſe) all have their portion in the lake that burneth with 
fire and brimſtone. But the faithful ſhall have favour with 
God, and much comfort; and their works ſhall be found 
to praiſe, and honour, and glory, at the coming of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


. 
—Zä—n — —— — — — . 
. . * 
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CHAP, XIL 


Contains a reproof of Ephraim, Judah, and Jacob; and a 
exhortation to repentance. | 
2: FJ PHRAIM feedeth on wind, ke is diſappointed, 
! and followeth after the eaſt wind; a ſcorching, blaſt- 
ing wind; he takes pains for what is not only unprofitable, but 
miſchievous : he daily increaſeth lies and deſolation; and 
they do make a covenant with the Aſſyrians, and oil, 
er perfumed garments, is carried into Egypt, 10 engage 
ET — their fide when they were meditating a re- 
2 . again the A — * ah Jacob alſo a con- 
troverſy with Judah, I iſh Jacob according 
to bis 0 according to 9 will he recom- 
penſe him; that is, his poſterity. | 
3 He took his brother by the heel in the womb, an 
- emblem of his ſupplanting him and gaining the birthright, 
and by his ſtrength he had with God, when 
4 wreſtling with the angel (Gen. xxv. 26.) Yea, he had 
power over the angel, and prevailed : he wept, and 


made ſupplication unto him; in a kind of tranſport, lie 
laid hold upon him, and wept, and made ſupplication, till he 
obtained the Bleſſing : he found him [in] Beth-el, where 
he had an extraordinary dream, and there he ſpake with 
us; er, with him; that is, he promiſed to be a —_— 
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him and his ſeed, and to give them that land; and it is an 
aggravation of their wickedneſs that there they ſet up an 
5 idol; Even the Lozp God of hoſts; the Loap [is] 
his memorial; which ſeems to be added, that God's con- 
deſcenſion might not countenance their impitties. Remember 
that he is the eternal Fehovah, the Lord of hoſts, and op- 
6 poſed to all idols. Therefore turn thou to thy God: 
keep mercy and judgment, and wait on thy God con- 
tinually : then you may expect his favour, that he will 
fulfil the promiſes made to your fathers. Bui inſtead of this, 


9 [He is] a merchant, the balances of deceit [are] in 


his hand ; he loveth to oppreſs; lite a deceitful merchant, 
vou make à trade of cheating; and inſtead of mercy, you de- 
8 light in nothing but — 3 And Ephraim ſaid, Yet 
Jam become rich, I have found me out ſubſtance : 
Cin] all my labours they ſhall find none iniquity in mo 
that [were] ſin, nothing very ſhameful and criminal; 
there may be ſome litiſe trading frauds, but nothing to ruin 

9 my character and bring judements upon me, And I [that 


am] the Lord thy God from the land of Egypt will yet 


make thee to dwell in tabernacles, as in the days of the 
ſolemn feaſts ; as ſecurely and cheerfully in all thy habita- 
tions, as ever thou didſt in the days of the ſolemn feaſt of 


10 tabernacles, | I have alſo ſpoken by the prophets, and 


I haye multiplied viſions, and uſed ſimilitudes, by the 
11 miniſtry of the 28 yet you have uſed them ill, ¶ Is 
there] iniquity [in] Gilead, that fruitful and pleaſant 
country? ſurely they are vanity z your calves and all your 
worſhip there, will deceive you in all your expectations from 
them: they ſacrifice bullocks in Gilgal; yea, their 
altars [are] as many as heaps of ſtones in the 3265s of 
12 the field. And Jacob fled into the country of Syria, and 
Iſrael ſerved for a wife, and for a wife he kept [ſheep ;] 
confidering my kindneſs to your anceſtors, and their low be» 
ginnings, you ſhould not be proud, but ſubmiſſtue and obedient, 
13 And by a prophet the Loxp brought Iſrael out of E- 
gypt, and by a prophet was he preſerved; that is, by 
Moſes and Joſhua, when otherwiſe they would have been 
14 cruſhed and ruined. Yet notwithſtanding this, Ephraim 
proyoked him] to anger moſt bitterly: therefore 1 


. 
8 


Mos L 8: 


he leave his blood upon him, the blood which he has 
ed ſhall return on his own head, and his reproach ſhall 
his Loxp return unto him; as he hath brought à re- 
-proack upon religion, by his ſcandalous behaviour, it ſhall 
end in his own reproach among the heathen. * 


REFLECTIONS. 


1 E may hence learn, that thoſe who increaſe lies, 

- increaſe deſolation to themſelves. This wick- 
ed people prevaricated with God, and therefore, no wonder 
that they ſhould be falſe to men. After their treaty with 
the king of Aſſyria they confederated with Egypt againſt 
him. It is very diſpleaſing to God to be falſe in our bar- 
gains and covenants with men; much more fo to deal 
treacherouſly with him: and it will end in ſhame, diſap- 
pointment, and miſery. To be fincere with God, and ho- 
neſt with men, is the beſt policy, and abſolutely neceſſary 
if we would eſcape everlaſting deſolation. 

2. The kindneſs of God to our anceſtors, is an en- 
couragement to repentance and obedience. Iſrael is re- 
minded of God's kindneſſes to Jacob, that they might firſt 
turn to God, then live ſuitably, keep mercy and judgment, 
and wait upon God continually for ſtrength to do it, The 
ſucceſs of Jacob's prayer is an encouragement to us; He 
never ſaid to the ſeed of Jacob, Seek ye my face in vain. Thoſe 
who are raiſed to wealth and honour from low beginnings, 
are much indebted to the goodneſs of God, and ought to 
be humble, devout, and charitable. 

g. It is common for men to think thoſe methods inno- 
cent by which they get gain, The character of Ephraim 
is, it may be feared, applicable to many merchants and 
tradeſmen, I had almoſt ſaid, to moſt, They uſe artful 
tricks to get money; oppreſs their ſervants and workmen , 
and becauſe they proſper, they think God is not diſpleaſed 
with their conduct. * We uſe no frauds but what are 
cuſtomary, and almoſt inevitable in the way of trade; and 
therefore God will not lay injuſtice to our charge.” Thus 
they ſtupify their conſciences, and reaſon againſt the plain- 
eſt commands and threatenings of God's word. But he has 
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an eye upon our weights and meaſures; and if we 3 
others, and defraud them, eſpecially under colour of juſ- 
tice; tho* we ſhould become rich and find out ſubſtance, 
we ſhall loſe our ſouls; for the unrighteous ſhall not inherit 
the kingdom of God. 

4. The reproaches which finners have brought upon 
religion, will turn upon themſelves : they diſhonour God 
and his ways, and therefore ſhame will fall upon them; 
they will ſee the folly and wickedneſs of their conduct, and 
God will bring everlaſting contempt upon them : for thus 
he hath declared, them that honour me I will honour, but they 
that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed. 


ak, 


— — | — — 
CHAP. XIII. 
A prophecy of the glory of Ephraim being deftroyed by reaſon of 
 . idolatry; of God's anger for their unkinaneſs ; a promiſe of 
his mercy ; and a judgment for rebellion. Ephraim, is hers 
ſuppoſed to refer to the tribe of Ephraim, as diſtinguiſhed 
from Iſrael; it was the next tribe to Judah for power before 
its revolt. | 


I HEN Ephraim ſpake trembling, he exalt- 
ed himſelf in Iſrael; when he behaved with 

modeſty and diffidence, attended to my words, and was 
contrite, then he was great; but when he offended in 
Baal, he died; when he became idolatrous, tho” yet alive, 


2 he was like a criminal under ſentence of death. And now | 
they fin more and more, and have made them molten 


images of their filyer, [and] idols according to their 
own underſtanding, all of it the work of the craftſmen: 
they ſay of them, or to them, Let the men that ſacrifice 
kiſs the calves; whoſoever comes to worſhip God, let him 

3 adore and ſhew reverence to the calves, Therefore they ſhall 
be as the morning cloud, and as the early dew that 

| paſſeth 


= Tt was cuſtomary for idolaters to kiſs their idols, Some an- 
cient writers mention a ſtatue, whoſe hand was almoſt worn away 
by the kiſſes of its worſhippers: from hence comes the word 
adoration. : 


. 
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paſſeth away, as the chaff [that] is driven with the 

whirlwind out of the floor, and as the ſmoke out of the 

chimney ; as their goodneſs had been, ſo in lite manner they 
alſo ſhall quickly diſappear. - 

4 Yet I ſam] the Lorp thy God from the land of 

Egypt, and thou ſhalt know no God but me: for 

5 [there is] no ſaviour beſides me. I did know thee in 

the wilderneſs, in the land of great drought; I took 

thee under my care, and ſhowed thee a gracious regard. 

6 According to their paſture, ſo were they filled; they 

were plentifully filled in Canaan; they were filled, and 

their heart was exalted ; therefore have they forgotten 

7 me. Therefore I will be unto them as a lion; as a 

8 leopard by the way will I obſerve them.] I will meet 

them as a bear [that is] bereaved [of her whelps,] and 

will rend the caul of their heart, and there will I de- 

Vvour them like a lion: the wild beaſt ſhall tear them. 

9 _ O lIlfrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf; but in me [is] 

10 thine belp; 1 will be thy king; or, Where is thy 

king ? Hoſhea, their laft king, being now impriſoned by 

the Alſſyrians : where [is any other] that may ſave 

thee in all thy cities? and thy judges of whom thou 

ſaidſt, Give me a king and princes? officers to attend 

ir me. I gave thee a king in mine anger, and took 

[him] away in my wrath z referring to Saul, and 

12 perhaps alſo to later kings, * Hoſhea. The 

iniquity of Ephraim [is] bound up; his fin [is] hid; 

rather, ſealed up, ta be punctually produced at the day of 

13 account. The ſorrows of a travailing woman ſhall come 

upon him: he [is] an unwiſe ſon; for he ſhould not 

ſtay long in [the place of] the breaking forth of child- 

dren : if a child had reaſon, it would not continue long in 

the birth, but endeavour to free itſelf as ſoon as poſſi 

ble ; but Ephraim ſhowed their folly becauſe they had not 

haftened to reform and return to God, and ſo prevent their 

deftruftion; but were as it were ſtrangled in the birth, —T hen 

' follows a very ſublime paſſage, containing purpoſes of mercy. 

24 JI vill ranſom them from the power of the grave; 1 will 

* "redeem them from death: O death, I will be thy 


- 
- ” 4 


plagues ; 
* Bp. Newcous tranſlates the ninth verſe thus; 7 have do- 


thee, O Iſrael, for who will help thee? 
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plagues; O grave, I will be thy deſtruction; tho” 4 


dreadful havock ſhall be made in your country, I will put a 
ſhop to it, and deſtroy the deſtroyers : * repentance ſhall be 
hid from mine eyes; I will not alter my purpoſe. | 

15 Though he be fruitful among [his] brethren, an 
eaſt wind ſhall come, that is, the Aſſyrians from the eaſt, 
the wind of the Lord ſhall come up from the wil- 
derneſs, and his ſpring ſhall become dry, and his 
fountain ſhall be dried up : he ſhall ſpoil the treaſure 
of all pleaſant veſſels; nh Ephraim, (which fignifies 
fruitful) abound in multitudes of people, and all other 
outward enjoyments, more than the reſt of the tribes. Sa- 

16 maria ſhall become deſolate; for ſhe hath rebelled 
againſt her God: they ſhall fall by the ſword : their 
infants ſhall be daſhed in pieces, and their women with 
child ſhall be ripped up. 


REFLECTIONS 


1. QEE how y and juſtly God reſents the pride 
of his favoured people. When Ephraim was 
humbled, and feared God, then was he exalted; but when 
he was full, and his heart was exalted, he then became 
contemptible. Thus, men in low circumſtances, are often 
humble and much reſpected; but when their fortunes are 
advanced, they think every body elſe, (and even religion 
itſelf) beneath them ; and then they become an abomination 
to the Lord, and the end of their pride will be deſtruction. 
2. The deſtruction of finners is of themſelves, and 
their ſalvation of God. This is applicable to the caſe of 
men in general; they have deſtroyed themſelves ; the blame 
lies upon themſelves only; God has not been acceſſary 
to it, But when they are converted and faved, it is the 
Lord's work. He only can do it, and he will, if they 
Properly ſeek him. Let awakened finners lament their own 
lly, and ſeek their help in God. 
3. God often puniſhes the inordinate deſires of men by 
granting them. Nothing would ſerve Ephraim but a 


king, 


»The apoſtle applies this to the general reſurrection; tho“ here 
it is figuratively uſed for their future national happineſs, 
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king, and God in his anger gave them one; for they 
ſuffered by their firſt king, and by all the kings of the ten 
tribes. So, when men are greedy of honour and gain, 
God may gratify their wiſhes in judgment; and what they 
ſet their hearts upon may iſſue in their diſappointment and 
vexation, Let us therefore moderate our defires, and ſub- 
mit them all to the providence of God. 

4. Let us rejoice in the proſpect of a glorious reſurrec- 
tion, Whatever inferior event theſe  foblime words may 
refer to, they may undoubtedly be applied to the reſur- 
rection of the ſaints; and perhaps are to be ſo applied in 
their primary ſenſe. God has ranſomed them by the blood 
of his Son; who died, roſe again, and revived, for that 
purpoſe ; and he ſhall conquer death, their conqueror, and 
deftroy the grave, theit deſtroyer. Let us labour to ſe- 
cure this reſurrection; and r in hope of complete 
victory over the laſt enemy; that we may join with all the 
ranſomed of the Lord in ſaying, Thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the victory. 


1 _ F 4 
— 
— 


if 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Contains an exhortation to repentance, and à promiſe of God's 
Bleſſing. This chapter probably refers to the latter day, when 
this exhortation ſhall be complied with by the Jews as a 

_ nation, ts 

1 ISRAEL, return unto the Lord thy God; 
2 for thou haſt fallen by thine iniquity ; hou 
_ haſt brought ruin on thyſelf by thy fins. Take with you 

words, and turn to the LorD; ſay unto him, Take 
away all iniquity, and receive [us] graciouſly ; or, let 
us receive good : ſo will we render the calves of our lips; 
the ſacrifices of praiſe and thankſgiving, wwhich will be more 

3 pleaſing to thee than calves and bullocts. Asſhur ſhall not 

fave us; we will no longer ſeek the alliance of the Aſſyrians , 
we will not ride upon horſes, will not truſt in for- 
bidden means, or in our connexion with Egypt; neither 
will we ſay any more to the work of our hands, [Ye 
are] our gods; we will renounce all idolatrous e : 

for 
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for in thee the fatherleſs findeth mercy ; like poor, help- 
' " teſs orphans, we will ſeek aſſiſtance from thee only. | 
Then I will heal their backſliding, I will love them 
freely, or cheerfully : for mine anger is turned away 
5 from him; I will not remember their 2 offences. | 
will be as the dew unto Iſrael: he ſhall grow as the 
lily, and caſt forth his roots as Lebanon; I will pour out 
my ſpirit in its gracious influences, and they ſhall be ur 

6 and vigorous, as a people. His branches ſhall ſpread, a 
his beauty ſhall Ve as the olive tree, and his ſmell as 
7 the frankincenſe of Lebanon. They that dwell under 
his ſhadow ſhall return; or, they ſhall return and dwell 
under his ſhadow ; they ſhall revive [as] the corn, that 
looks dead in the winter and revives in the ſpring, and ſhall 
grow as the vine: the ſcent thereof, e memorial, or 
wine offering, [ ſhall be] as the wine of Lebanon ; their 
8 ſervices ſhall be pleaſing and acceptable to me.“ Ephraim 
[ſhall ſay,] What have I to do any more with idols? 
avowing his ſtrong reſolution to give them up, and his tho- 
rough abhorrence of them: I have heard [him] ſpeaking, 
and obſerved him: I [am] like a green fir tree; in 4 
thriving, flouriſhing condition, From me [is] thy fruit 
found ; all thy vigour and fruitfulneſs is owing to my fa- 
9 vour and bleſſing. Who [is] wiſe, and he ſhall under- 
ſtand theſe [things ?] prudent, and he ſhall know them? 
for the ways of the Lox D [are] right, and the juſt ſhall 
walk in them: but the tranſgreſſors ſhall fall therein. 
The prophet concludes with an important reflection, applica- 
ble to divine revelation in general, viz. that wiſe and good 
men, will juſtify the widom, equity, and goodneſs of the 
revelation ;, but thoſe that are perverſe will find ſome things 

to object againſt, and ſo it will prove their fall and ruin. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. E are here ſhown the nature of repentance, and 
the encouragements we have to it: it is return- . 
Var. VI. X | ing | 


-© Pliny mentions a town near Lebanon which was famous foc 
2 _ Maundrel ſays, it produces the richeſt and fineſt in 
e world, 
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ing to God, from whom we had fallen and backſlidden; 
renouncing every fin, even the moſt favourite ones; yea, 
caſting them away, with the utmoſt deteſtation, attended 
with ardent vous of perſevering obedience. The encourage- 
ment to this is gracious and wonderful : God will pardon 
our fins, heal our ſpiritual diſorders, love us freely, and give 
us the beſt and moſt delightful tokens of his favourable 
acceptance. Let us therefore take with us ſuch penitent 
words, and hope in the mercy of the Lord ; for he hath torn, 
and he will heal us; he hath ſmitten, and he will bind us up. 
2. See the neceſſity and happy effects of divine influen- 
ces. When God is as the dem to his people, and pours out 
his ſpirit, their ſouls grow in knowledge, holineſs, com- 
fort, and uſefulneſs; they become ſtrong in religion; they 


appear amiable in the eyes of all good people, and are real 


bleſſings to all about them. Let us conſtantly depend 
upon and earneſtly pray for theſe influences; that all theſe 
beautiful alluſions may be exemplified in us; and that our 
fruit, which is deriyed from God, may continually abound 
to his glory. | 2 

3- Wiſe and upright men will cheerfully ſubmit to di- 
vine truths and diſpenſations: a moſt important remark, 
with which Hoſea ſhuts up his prophecy. When men 
quarrel with the word, or with the providence of God, 
the fault is in themſelves, not in the bible or in divine 
diſpenſations. Prudent and wiſe men are ſatisfied with the 
reaſonableneſs of God's laws, and the equity of his provi- 
dence, Tranſgreſſors think they are unreaſonable, | euch 
and unkind; and fo are led into fin and ruin: this is the 
conſequence of indulging a perverſe and conceited ſpirit. 
It is neceſſary, therefore, that we diligently ſtudy the word 
and providence of God, that we may become wiſe and 
prudent ; then, while others fail in God's ways, we ſhall 
continue to walk in them, find them ways of pleaſantneſs, 
and be led by them to everlaſting life. 42 


The 
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The Book of the Prophet JOEL. 


— 


INTRODUCTION. 


T T is uncertain at what period this prophet wrote; perhaps 
after the kingdom of Iſrael was deſtroyed, and not long be- 
fore the ſubverſion of Fudah.* He foretells thoſe calamities which 
were haſtening forward ; calls the people to repentance ;, pro- 
miſes temporal and eternal rewards to the penitent; the reſtora- 
tion of the kingdom of Iſrael, and the ruin of its adverſaries. 


CHAPTER I. 


This prophecy begins with a threatening of the deſolation of Jeru- 
ſalem and Judah by fwarms of locuſts ; together with exceſſive 
heat and drought, whereby their herds and flocks ſhould be 
almoſt ready to periſh for want of water. | 

I HE word of the Loxp that came to Joel the 

2 ſon of Pethuel. Hear this, ye old men, and. 

give ear, all ye inhabitants of the land. Hath 

this been in your days, or even in the days of your 
fathers ? Is not the calamity with which I now threaten you 
unparalleled ? have the oldeſt of you ever heard of any thing 

3 like it? Tell ye your children of it, and [let] your 
children [tell] their children, and their children ano- 
ther generation, as 4 moſt wonderful event, and as a 
4 warning to avoid your fins. That which the palmer 
worm hath left, hath the locuſt eaten; and that which 
the locuſt hath left, hath the canker worm eaten; and 
that which the canker worm hath left, hath the cater- 

5 piller eaten.” Awake, ye drunkards, and weep ; and 
| 2 | howl, 


Bp. Nxweous ſuppoſes that he propheſied under the long 
reign of Manaſſeh, from about 697 to 660 before Chriſt. 

» Every country hath its peculiar inſeQs ; it is not eaſy to ſay 
what theſe were, Probably different ſpecies of locuſts are here 
deſcribed, which, ſucceeding one another, ſhould eat up all their 
vegetables: a terrible drought might occaſion their becoming ſa 
numerous. ; 
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howl, all ye drinkers of wine, becauſe of the new wine; 
for it is cut off from your mouth ; you may juſtly confider 
this as the vengeauce f God for your abuſe of ſuis bounty. 
6 For a nation 1s come up upon my land, that is, a vaſt 
ſwarm of locuſts, poetically called a nation; ſtrong, and 
without number, whoſe teeth [are] the teeth of a lion, 
and he hath the cheek teeth of a great lion; hey are as 
7 voracious, and as able to devour. He hath laid my vine 
-, waſte, and barked my fig tree: he hath made it clean 
bare, and caſt [it] away ; the branches thereof are made 
white.* : 

8 Lament like a virgin girded with ſackcloth, that is, 
in deep mourning, for the huſband of her youth, ſnatched 
9 away after eſpouſals, and juſt before marriage. T he meat 
offering, and the drink offering, that is, the offering of 
flour and wine whick accompanied the ſacrifices, is cut off 
from the houſe of the Logo; the prieſts, the Lokp's 
10 miniſters, mourn. The field 1s waſted, the land mourn- 
eth; for the corn is waſted: the new wine is dried up, 
the oil languiſheth; every thing wears a mournful appear- 
11 ance, Be ye aſhamed, O ye huſbandmen; howl, O ye 
vine-dreflers, for the wheat and for the barley ; becauſe 
the harveſt of the field is periſhed ; all your expectations 
12 are diſappointed by this divine judgment, The vine is 
dried up, and the fig tree languiſheth; the pomegranate 
tree, the palm tree alſo, and the apple tree, (even, 
all the trees of the field, are withered ; becauſe joy, 
- that is, the joy of harveſt, is withered away from the ſons 
13 of men. Gird yourſelves with ſackcloth, and lament, 
ye prieſts: how], ye miniſters of the altar: come, lie 
all night in ſackcloth, ye miniſters of my God, who 
keep watch in the temple ; for the meat offering and the 
drink offering is withholden from the houſe of your 
God; here are neither offerings for the altar, nor main- 

| tenance for yourſelves. © | er 
14 Sanctify ye a faſt, call a folemn aſſembly, gather 
the elders and] all the inhabitants of the land {ins 
to] the houſe of the Loxp your God, and cry unto 


the 
when 


This, - travellers aſſure us, is ſometimes done by locuſts 
yery numerous, Sce Haruer's Obſerv. vol. I. p. 3:8. 
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| 15 the Lorb, Alas for the day | for the day of the Lozp 


[is] at hand, and as a deſtruction from the Almighty 


ſhall it come; that is, another and more dreadful day ſhall 
fhaortly come; referring to their deſtruction by the Chaldeant, 


16 ich happened à little time after. Is not the meat cut 


off before our eyes, [yea,] joy and gladneſs from the 
/ houſe of our God? that is, both from our own houſes 
17 and the temple: and this is likely to continue; for The 
ſeed [is] rotten under their clods, the garners are laid 
deſolate, the barns are broken down; for the corn is 
18 withered. How do the beaſts groan ? the herds of 
cattle are perplexed, becauſe they have no paſture z yea, 
the flocks of ſheep are made deſolate, or deſtroyed. 
19 O Lox, to thee will I cry: for the fire, that is, 4 
ſcorching heal, and long continued drought, hath devoured 


the paſtures of the wilderneſs, the level country, the 


downs and paſture lands which were not tilled, and the 
20 flame hath burned all the trees of the field, The 
beaſts of the field cry alſo unto thee ; oſs up their heads, 
and roar, or pant and groan, for want of food and water ; 
which in effet was crying to God, who- alone could help 
them; and was a reproof to thoſe who, in this deſolation, 
did not cry unto him : for the rivers of waters are dried 
up, and the fire hath devoured the paſtures of the 


wilderneſs. 


REFLECTIONS 


1. II/ E have the greateſt reaſon to be thankful that 
ſuch terrible calamities as are here deſcribed 
are not felt in our country, Obſerve how terrible God's 
judgments are; what deſolation he can make in a land, by 
the moſt contemptible creatures: he can bring them as an 
army, as a nation, and make them as deſtructive as lions, 
when he pleaſeth to humble a rebellious people. Juſtly 
have we deſerved this, for our luxury, drunkenneſs, and 
abuſe of plenty. Let us therefore praiſe him that our land 
ſtill yields its increaſe, and that the joy of harveſt is not 
taken from us, 
2. See the deſign of God's judgments, namely, to bring 
X 3 


men 


”- 
*. 
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men to humiliation, repentance, and ſupplication. When 
he turns a fruitful land into barrenneſs, it is for the iniquity of 
thoſe that dwell therein; and it becomes them to humble 
themſelves under his mighty hand. And in what manner 
ſoever he corrects us as individuals, whether it be in our 
perſons, our families, or our circumſtances, it is our duty 
to ſubmit to him, to humble ourſelves before him; and to 
cry to him with 'importunity for pardon and help. And 
whatever afflictions we eſcape, and tho* no days of darkneſs 
ſhould in this life come upon us, yet the day of the Lord is 
at hand; that awful day, when deſtruction from the Almighty 
all come upon the wicked. Let us give diligence to prepare 
for that day; that it may not come upon us unawares, but 
be the day of our complete ſalvation. 1 


HK. i. | | 
Contains a declaration of the terribleneſs of God's judgments ; the 


. prophet*s exhortation to repentance ,, a faſt is preſcribed, and 
6 bleſſing promiſed thereon. | | 


I LOW ye the trumpet in. Zion, and ſound an 
alarm in my holy mountain : let all the inhabit- 
ants of the land tremble: for the day of the Loxo, 
that is, a terrible army of locuſts, cometh upon them, for ¶ it 
2 is] nigh at hand; A day of darkneſs and of gloomi- 
neſs, a day of clouds and of thick darkneſs, as the 
morning ſpread upon the mountains; the locuſts ſhall be 
as numerous as the rays of light, and ſhall cover the moun- 
tains inſtead of the beams of the ſun : a great people and a 
ſtrong ; there hath not been ever the like, neither ſhall 
be any more after it, [even] to the years of many 
erations ; 4 proverbial expreſſion, fignifying their great 
— and 4; W ee the locuſts 
3 ſhould make, A fire devoureth before them; and be- 
hind them a flame burneth: the land ſis] as the gar- 
den of Eden before them, and behind them a deſolate 
wilderneſs ; yea, and nothing ſhall eſcape them; hey 
all devour every thing ſo quickly and entirely, that one 
4 would think a fire had done it. The appearance of A 
| is 
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[is] as the appearance of horſes, as the head of a locuſt is 
very much like that of a horſe ;,, and as horſemen, ſo ſhall 
they run; they ſhall overrun the country with the ſpeed of 
5 horſemen, when ſuddenly invading an enemy's land. Like 
the noiſe of chariots on the tops of mountains ſhall they 
leap, like the noiſe of a flame of fire that devoureth the 
6 ſtubble, as a ſtrong people ſet in battle array. Before 
their face the people ſhall be much pained: all faces 
ſhall gather blackneſs; they hall look ghaſtly, like dying 
| perfor, thro* their dreadful aſtoniſhment and apprehenſion. 
7 They ſhall run like mighty men; they ſhall climb the 
wall like men of war; and they ſhall march every one 
on his ways, and they ſhall not break their ranks : 
8 Neither ſhall one thruſt another; they ſhall walk every 
one in his path : they are ſaid to keep their rank in flight 
with great exatineſs : and [when] they fall upon the 
ſword, they ſhall not be wounded ; their ſtin being ſmooth 
9 and hard, and not eaſily pierced. They ſhall run to and 
fro in the city; they ſhall run upon the wall, they ſhall 
climb up upon the houſes ; they ſhall enter in at the 
windows like a thief, and thus be extremely troubleſome and 
10 afflitive to the inhabitants, The earth ſhall quake before 
them; the heavens ſhall tremble; a ſtrong expreſſion for 
univerſal conſternation : the fun and the moon ſhall be 
dark, and the ſtars ſhall withdraw their ſhining ; in ſuck 
11 vaſt and thick ſwarms ſhall they come: And the Loxp 
ſhall utter his voice before his army, like a general, com- 
manding and encouraging them: for his camp (is] very 
great: for [he is] ſtrong that executeth his word: for 
the day of the Logp | is] great and very terrible; and 
. . who can abide it? 

12 I herefore alſo now, faith the Lon b, turn ye [even] 
to me with all your heart, and with faſting, and with 
13 weeping, and with mourning : And rend your heart, 

and not your garments, or, rather than your garments, the 

latter will be of no avail without the former; and turn unto 
the Logp. your God with the deepeſt contrition : for he 
lis] gracious and merciful, flow to anger, and of great 
14 kindneſs, and repenteth him of the evil. Who know- 
X 4 ; eth 

* Locuſts are remarkable for making a loud noiſe as they fly. 


J O E . . ö 
eth [if] he will return and repent, and leave a bleſſing 
behind him; ſeven] a meat offering and a drink offer. 
ing unto the Logp your God? reſerve ſome of the fruits 
of the earth from the common deſtruction, for your ſupport 
and his own worſhip. 
15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, ſanctify a faſt, call a 
16 ſolemn aſſembly : Gather the people, ſanctify the con- 
. gregation, aſſemble the elders, gather the children, and 
thoſe that ſuck the breaſts, that ye may appear ſo much 
the more objelis of divine compaſſion :' let the bridegroom 
go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her cloſet ; 
ay afide all carnal delights and ornaments, and unite in depre- 
17 cating the impending judgments of God. Let the prieſts, the 
miniſters of the Loxp, weep between the porch and the 
altar, the place where they generally flood, and let them ſay, 
Spare thy people, O Lon, and give not thine heritage 
to reproach, that the heathen ſhould rule over them, or, 
uſe a by-word againſt them, in ſcorn and deriſion, as if their 
Cod had forſaken them : wherefore ſhould they ſay among 
the people, Where [is] their God? 
18 Then will the Logp be jealous for the honour of his 
19 land, and pity his people. Yea, the Logp will anſwer 
and ſay unto his people, Behold, I will ſend you corn, 
and wine, and oil, and ye ſhall be ſatisfied therewith : 
and I will no more make you a reproach among the hea- 
20 then: But I will remove far off from you the northern 
[army, ] the locuſts, which came from the north, and will 
drive him into a land barren and deſolate, 0 the deſarts 
of Arabia, with his face toward the eaſt ſea, and his 
hinder part toward the utmoſt ſea ; hoſe on the eaſtern 
ide I will ſend into the eaſtern or dead ſea, and the weſtern 
fevarm I will deſtroy in the weſtern or Mediterranean ſea; 
from whence being driven back by the waves on the ſhore, 
they will become noi ſome and offenſive, and his ftink ſhall 
come up, and his ill ſavour ſhall come up, becauſe he, 
; that is, Fehovah, hath done great things, 

21 Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice : for the 
Loxp will do great things: 4 beautiful contraſt ! the Lord 
will do great things in mercy, as he hath done great things 
22 in judgment. Be not afraid, ye beaſts of the field, = 
| | ha 
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' have cried to God by your moans : for the paſtures of the 
wilderneſs do ſpring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the 
fig tree and the vine do yield their ſtrength, large and 
23 vigorous crops. Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and 
rejoice in the Lon p your God: for he hath given you 
the former rain moderately, and he will cauſe to come 
down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter 

24 rain in the firſt month.] And the floors ſhall be full 
of wheat, and the fats ſhall overflow with wine and oil. 

25 And I will reſtore to you he produce of the years that 
the locuſt hath eaten, the canker worm, and the cater- 
piller, and the palmer worm, my great army which I 

26 ſent among you. And ye ſhall eat in plenty, and be 
fatisfied, and praiſe the name of the Loxp your God, 
that hath dealt wondrouſly with you: and my people 
ſhall never be aſhamed ; they /hall no longer be reproached 

27 by the heathen. And ye ſhall know that I [am] in the 
midſt of Iſrael, and [that] I [am] the Loxp your 
God, and none elſe: and my people ſhall never be 
aſhamed. 

28 And it ſhall come to paſs afterward, [that] I will 
pour out my ſpirit upon all fleſh; and your ſons and 
your daughters ſhall propheſy, your old men ſhall 
dream dreams, your young men ſhall ſee viſions ; which 
St. Peter applies to the deſcent of the Spirit on the day of 
pentecoſt, ( Atts ii. 17.) when God revealed to young and 

29 old his truths, purpoſes, and commands : And alſo upon the 
ſervants and upon the handmaids, pon the loweſt orders 
and ranks of men, in thoſe days will I pour out my fpirit. 

30 And I will ſhow wonders in the heavens and in the 

31 earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of ſmoke. The ſun 
ſhall be turned into darkneſs, and the moon into blood, 
before the great and the terrible day of the Loxp come; 

referring to the dreadful wars in Judea, when many cities 
were laid waſte, and pillars of ſmoke went up from their 

32 ruins. And it ſhall come to paſs, [that] whoſoever ſhall 

call on the name of the Lorp, that is, whoſoever ſhall heay- 
tily embrace the goſpel, ſhall be delivered from temporal and 

eternal 


, * Our Lord deſcribes the deſtruction of Jeruſalem under the(g 
images, Matt. xxiv. 29, &c. 


eternal * : for in mount Zion and in Jeruſalem 

ſhall be deliverance, as the Loxp hath ſaid by former 

prophets, and in the remnant whom the Loo ſhall call; 
that is, the remnant of the jews who embrace the goſpel, 
when the bulk of the nation rejet? it. 


ERFILECTIONS. : 


1. E have here an awful yet glorious diſplay of 
divine power, The locuſts are God's army, a 
great army, marſhalled, ordered, and directed by him: 
they come when he pleaſes, do what he commands, and re- 
treat when he bids them: all creatures, even the meaneſt 
inſets, execute his will. Who would not therefore fear 
this great and glorious Being! for who can abide his great 
and terrible day ? | | 
2. The hope of divine mercy is a great encouragement 
to repentance and prayer. The prophet called his people 
to theſe, 'tho? on a peradventure only ; who knoweth if he 
will return and repent, and leave a bleſſing behind him; even a 
meat offering and @ drink offering unto the Lord your God, v. 14. 
This refers to temporal judgments, and is applicable to 
afflictions in general: humiliation and prayer are the moſt 
likely means of removing any calamity, tho* we cannot tell 
how far they will prevail. Real and final judgments we 
may be aſſured they will avert : but let us remember that 
they muſt be ſincere and affectionate; we muſt rend the heart, 
and not the garments only. It is godly ſorrow that wworketh 
repentance unto ſalvation, and the fervent prayer, that availeth. 
3. Let us be thankful that our country is not liable to 
theſe terrible ſcourges, God deals wonderfully with us in 
the plentiful products of every returning year; and they 
ſhould lead our hearts to him in love and thankfulneſs. 
4. Let us eſpecially rejoice in the pouring out of the 
holy Spirit, and pray that we may be partakers of his gra- 
cious influences. It was at firſt miraculouſly poured out on 
the apoſtles, and, thro* them, on all the diſciples, young 
and old, male and female, rich and poor ; and this con- 
_ tributed much to the ſpread and eſtabliſhment of the gol- 
pel. We alſo have encouragement to hope for art ſame 
"9 | Spirit, 
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Spirit, tho“ not in ſo extraordinary a manner, if we call 
on the name of the Lord with humble faith, and in the 

ractice of evangelical obedience. Even the ſervant and 
—— may have a ſupply of this ſpirit, if they earneſtly 
ſeek it. And by this ſhall we all be led to holineſs here, 
and to complete and everlaſting happineſs in the new Jeru- 


ſalem. 


C HA P. III. 


This chapter refers to ſome things yet to be accompliſhed ; ſuck 
as the converſion of the jews to chriſtianity in the latter days; 
of the Meſſial's kingdom, and the deſtruction of ſome enemies 
that will confederate againſt them, after their return to their 
own land. | 


I OR, behold, in thoſe days, and in that time, 
when I ſhall bring again the captivity of Judah 

and Jeruſalem ; not only a ſmall remnant, but the whole 

2 nation, I will alſo gather all the neighbouring nations 
who are their enemies, and will bring them down into the 
valley of Jehoſhaphat, or, to à place of divine judicature, 

as the name ſignifies, and will plead with them there for 
my people and [for] my heritage Iſrael, whom they 
have ſcattered among the nations, and parted my land ; 

1 will vindicate my people's cauſe, convince their enemies of 
their wickedneſs, and execute my righteous judgments upon 
3 them. And they have caſt lots for my people, an in- 
ſtance both of their cruelty and contempt ; and have given 

a boy for a harlot, a jewiſh boy for the hire of an harlot, 
and ſold a girl for wine, that they might drink 10 exceſs. 

4 Yea, and what have ye to do with me, O Tyre, and 
LZidon, and all the coaſts of Paleſtine? * O Tyre, and 
Zidon, what have my people done to: you, that you ſhould . 
Mt their enemies ? and ye Philiſtines, will ye render me 

a recompence ? and if ye recompenſe me, ſwiftly [and] 

| ; ſpeedily 
This does not refer to the ſame event; it is a digreſhon to 
v. 9. and foretells their approaching deſtruction by Alexander, as 


a ſpecimen of the future final deiiruction of the enemies of the 
church, 


” ———— 
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ſpeedily will I return your recompence upon your own 
head; Do ye remember the former calamities which I have 
brought upon you ? and will ye revenge them upon my peo- 
ple? if ye do fo, ye ſhall find how ſwiftly and ſpeedily I will 

5 be revenged upon you. Becauſe ye have taken my ſilver 
and my gold, and have carried into your temples my 
goodly pleaſant things; not only the ark formerly, but the 

6 plunder of the temple and city : The children alſo of Judah 
and the children of Jerufalem have ye fold unto the Gre- 
cians, that ye might remove them far from their border. 

7 Behold, I will raiſe them, that is, their poſterity, out of the 
place whither ye have fold them, and will return your 

8 recompence upon your own heads: And I will ſell your 
ſons and your daughters into the hand of the children 

of Judah, and they ſhall fell them to the Sabeans, to 

9 a people far off; for the Lord hath ſpoken ſit.'] Pro- 
claim ye this among the gentiles; Prepare war, wake 

up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near ; 

let them come up; ironically encouraging them to oppoſe 

10 the deſign of providence: Beat your ploughſhares into 
ſwords, and your pruning hooks into ſpears: let the 
weak ſay, I [am] ſtrong; get all poſſible weapons, mak: 
all peiſſible efforts ;, let even the unwarlike arm themſelves on 
21 is occaſion, Aſſemble yourſelves, and come, all ye 
heathen, and gather yourſelves together round about : 

-  thither cauſe thy mighty ones, he angels, to come down 
12 and deſtroy them, O Lox. Let the heathen be waken- 
e, let their courage be rouſed, and come up to the valley 
of Jehoſhaphat: for there will | fit to judge all the hea- 

13 then round about. And I will ſay to the angels, Put ye 
in the fickle, for the harveſt is ripe: come, get you 
down; for the preſs is full, the fats overflow; for their 
wickedneſs 


& The Tyrians dealt with the Grecians in flaves, as we find in 
Ezekiel xxvii. 13. and hiſtory mentions many thouſand jews being 
ſold for ſlaves at different times. 

® Accordingly, Alexander fold thirty thouſand Tyrians for ſlaves. 

+ As Alexander ſhowed particular favour to the jews, he might 
probably ſell them many Tyrian ſlaves, and they might ſell them 
to the Sabeans, or Arabians, from whom they had their incenſe. 
This power of the jews over the neighbouring nations, was to 
be an emblem of their triumph over them in the latter day, t0 
which the prophet then returns, | 
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wickedneſs [is] great; they are ripe for deſtruftion.* 

14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decifion : for 
the day of the Logo [is] near in the valley of deciſion ; 
great multitudes ſhall be deſtroyed in that appointed valley, 
 evhere God will decide the controverſy between his people and 
15 their enemies. The ſun and the moon ſhall be darkened, 
16 and the ſtars ſhall withdraw their ſhining. The Logp 
alſo ſhall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from 
Jeruſalem ;' and the heavens and the earth ſhall ſhake : 
but the Lorp [will be] the hope of his people, and the 
ſtrength of the children of Iſrael ; there ſhall be dreadful 
convulſions and revolutions among the vanquiſhed nations : 
but while he tears and deſtroys his enemies like a lion, he 


17 will protect his people. So ſhall ye know, by the viſible 


effetts of my protection, that I [am] the Logp your God 
dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: then, when God 
ſhall return and dwell with Iſrael again, ſhill Jeruſalem 
be holy, and there ſhall no ſtrangers paſs through her 
any more; ſhe ſhall no more be polluted or oppreſſed by 
unbelievers. 

18 And'it ſhall come to paſs in that day, [that] the 
mountains ſhall drop down new wine, and the hills ſhall 
flow with milk, univer/al plenty and happineſs ſhall attend 
you in all your concerns, and all the rivers of Judah ſhall 
flow with waters, there /hall be no more drought, and a foun- 
tain ſhall come forth of the houſe of the Lox, and ſhall 
water the valley of Shittim, a dry country in the plains of 
Moab ; that is, the goſpel ſhall go forth from Feruſalem, 
and occaſion the moſt happy changes; like water making a 

19 dry valley fruitful, Egypt ſhall be a deſolation, and 
Edom ſhall be a deſolate wilderneſs; Egypt and Edom 
are put for the reſt of the enemies of the converted jews, who 
ſhall all be deſtroyed; for the violence [againſt] the child- 
ren of Judah, becauſe they have ſhed innocent blood in 

20 the land, But Judah ſhall dwell tor ever, and Jeruſa- 
lem from generation to generation; they ſhall no more 

21 wationally apoſtatiſe from God. For I will cleanſe their 
blood [that] I haye not cleanſed ; I will cleanſe them 

from 
The deſtruction of the - antichriſtian army is ſpoken of in like 
terms, Rev. xiv. 15, 18, ; 
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from all pollution; or rather, this remarkable expreſſion may 

fy their being forgiven their fin in the death of Chriſt, 
whoſe blood they imprecated upon themſelves and their child. 
ren: for the Loxo dwelleth in Zion; that is, he will take 


wp his lafting refidence with them. 
REFLECTIONS. 


I. O W mad is the oppoſition which ſinners make to 
God. The nations bordering upon the jews, are 

here repreſented as quarrelling with God for puniſhing 
them, and reeking their revenge upon his people. Such a 
degree of deſperate boldneſs there is in the hearts of ſin- 
ners ſtill, When they are afflicted and diſtreſſed, they 
murmur againſt God, and ſhow their reſentment by their 
e againſt his inſtruments and his cauſe. But, woe to him 
that ſtriveth with his Maker ! for he will return their recom- 


pence on their own heads. None ever hardened himſelf againſt 


God, and proſpered. 

2. How vain is all the power of man againſt the deſigns 
of providence. Many beautiful images are uſed to reprefent 
the ſtrongeſt confederacy of a numerous people againſt the 
Jews: all weapons, and all arts, were uſed for their de- 
ſtruction, But the Lord of hoſts has ten thouſand times 
ten thouſand mighty ones at his command ; and if he ſhould 
ſend but one of them down, it were ſufficient to deſtroy 
the moſt formidable armies, let them come with ever fo 
much rage. We may therefore be confident of the ſecurity 
of the church, and that the ſchemes of providence in its 
favour ſhall all take place; for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth. 

3. Whatever commotions there are in the world, God's 
people ſhall be ſaſe and eaſy. When ſtates and kingdoms 
are in confuſion, when the heavens and earth ſhake, (v.16.) 
he is the object of their hope and truft, and will ſtrengthen 
their arms, ſupport their courage, and animate their hearts. 
How defirable, how neceſſary then is it, to have him for 
our friend and helper. Bleſſed is the man whoſe truſt is in 
God, and whoſe hope the Lord is; for he will be the ſtrength 
of his heart, and his portion for ever, 8 

4. | et 
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4. Let us rejoice in the comfortable declarations which 
are here made reſpecting the poor diſperſed jews. This, 
and many other prophecies foretell their converſion ; their 
being gathered together to their own land; and brought to 
a ſtate of goſpel purity, peace, and happineſs ; God will 
cleanſe them from the guilt and pollution of blood, even 
that of Chriſt, and will be for ever among them. Let the 
eye of our faith be directed to this happy event: and in the 
mean time let it be our prayer, that the goſpel, like a 


fountain, may water the dry parts of the gentile 
and that all Iſrael may be faved, F —_ 
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The Book of the Prophet AMOS. 


INTRODUCTION. 


A MO 8 was contemporary with Hoſea, tho* it is probable he 
did not live ſ long. He was not educated in the ſchools 
of the prophets founded by Samuel, but was called to the pro- 
Phetic office from being a herdſinan in Tekoa, in the territory of 
Judah, and ſent to call the people of Iſrael to repentance. He 
begins, however, with denouncing judgments againſt other na- 
tions, and concludes with comfortable promiſes of God's reſtoring 
the tabernacle of David, and erefling the Meſfiah's kingdom. 
Several of this propliet's images are borrowed from thoſe ang 
objetts, which were familiar to him as a herdſman ; his ſenti- 
ments are frequently lofty, and his ſtile beautiful, tho plain; 
for "Iſaiah at the court, and Amos at the fold, were inſpired by 
one and the ſame ſpirit, He is generally ſuppoſed ta have Write 
ten about the year 787 before the Chriſtian æra. 


CHAPTER L 


In which Amos foretells God's judgments upon Syria, the . | 
tines, Tyrus, Edom, and Ammon. 


1 HE words of Amos, who was among the 


herdmen of Tekoa, (God, in this caſe, going 

out of his uſual way in the choice of a prophet) 

which he ſaw concerning Iſrael in the days of Uzziah 

king of Judah, and in the days of 3 the ſon of 
Joaſh king of Iſrael, two years before the earthquake. 

2 And he faid, The Lon will roar from Zion, and 

utter his voice from Jeruſalem ; and the habitations of 

the ſhepherds ſhall mourn, and the vy of Carmel ſhall 

wither, by rea * of drought. 
3 Thus 


Dr. Sur. 
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3 Thus faith the Lonb; For three tranſgreſſions, of 
Damaſcus, and for four, that is, for mam iranfereffon 1 
will not turn away [the puniſhment] thereof; becauſe 
they have threſned, oppreſſed and harraſed Gilead with 
threſhing inſtruments of iron; hat is, planks with iron 
4 teeth, which were drawn over the corn. But I will ſend 
a fire, conſuming judgments, into the houſe of Hazael, 
which ſhall devour the palaces of Benhadad his ſon and 
5 ſucceſſor. I will break alſo the bar of Damaſcus, will 
demoliſh its ſtrength and fortifications, and cut off the in- 
habitant from the plain of Aven, or iniquity, and him 
that holdeth the ſceptre from. the houſe of Eden, or, 
his pleaſure houſe : and the people of Syria ſhall go into 
captivity unto Kir, faith the Lob. | 
6 Thus faith the Loxp; For three tranſgreſſions of 
Gaza, and for four, I will not turn away [the puniſh- 
ment] thereof: becauſe they carried away captive the 
whole captivity, all they could ſeize, to deliver [them] 
7 up to Edom; .to ſell them for flaves to the Edomites : But 
J will ſend a fire on the wall of Gaza, which ſhall de- 
8 vour the palaces thereof: And I will cut off the in- 
habitant from Aſhdod, and him that holdeth the ſceptre 
from Aſhkelon, and I will turn myne hand againſt 
Ekron; and the remnant of the Philiſtines ſhall periſh, 
faith the Lord Go.“ (1 | 
9 Thus faith the Lonb; For three tranſgreflions of 
Tyrus, and for fogr, I will not turn away [the puniſh- 
ment] thereof: becauſe they delivered up the whole 
captivity to Edom ; the Edomites did all they could to get 
tie Jews into their cuſtody, that they might exerciſe cruelty 
upon them, and bought them of the Philiflines and Brians, 
and remembered not the brotherly covenant; he league 
between David, Solomon, and Hiram, 1 Kings v. 1. ix. 
10 11—13.” But I will fend a fire on the wall of Tyrus 
by Nebuchadnezzar, Ezek. xxvi. 7—14. which ſhall de- 
vour the palaces thereof. N 
\ "Bp, £ XP RN p28 n 
d Accordingly, about fi after, they were carried capti 
by the An See 2 22 20 at 


* Accordingly, after the. invaſion of the Chaldeans we read no 
more of the Philiſtines. But others refer it to Alexander the great, 


Wo took Gaza,-QuixT, Curr, I. iv. 6. 
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11 Thus faith the Loxp; For three tranſgreſſions 6 
Edom, and for four, I will not turn away [the puniſh- 
ment thereof: becauſe he did purſue his brother with - 
the ſword, they took all occaſions to injure and oppreſs the 
Iſraelites, tho deſcended from the brother of Eſau their 
_—— and did caſt off all pity, and his anger did tear 
perpetually, and he kept his wrath for ever: But 1 
il ſend a fire upon Teman, which ſhall deyour the 
palaces of Bozrah, their two principal cities. 
13 Thus faith the Lorp; For three tranſgreſſions of 
tze children of Ammon, nnd for four, I will not turn 
away [the puniſhment] thereof: becauſe they have _ 
ped up the women with child of Gilead, that they might 
enlarge their border; in order to recover the country which 
_ » Fephtha had taken from them, they joined the Syrians, and 
were guilty of the moſt cruel executions, deſtroying both root 
14 aud branch: But I will kindle a fire in the wall of Rab- 
bah, their capital city, and it ſhall devour the 
thereof, with ſhouting in the day of battle, with a temp- 
ry in the day of the whirlwind ; they _ — 1 
15 by the rg l udgments of God : And their king 
into prin he and his princes together, ſaith the 


REFLECTIONS. 


V E are again called upon to obſerve the Yew 

reignty of God, in making uſe of what inftru- 
ments he pleaſeth to further his deſigns. Amos was of a 
low family, of a mean occupation, not educated at the 

ſchools the pro and yet he was called to the pro- 
office, God often chooſes the weak things of this 

world, and things — are fooliſh, to con the wiſe and the 
and it becomes us to acquieſce in his choice; as 

it is deſigned to diſplay his and and to hide 
pride from man. We muſt not think to confine him to 
— Thoſe miniſters * have abilities, and endea- 
ought not to be deſpiſed on account of 
education and learned accompliſhments ;' but 
to 


f, 
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to be received with candour and reſpect. Out of the mouth 
of babes and ſucklings God can perfect praiſe. 

2. The chief leſſon which is taught in this chapter is, 
the high diſpleaſure of God againſt perſecution and cruelty. 
The charge againſt moſt of theſe nations fixes upon theſe 
vices. God will ſooner or later avenge the ill treatment 
which his ſervants have received. Cruelty and malice are 
always abominable to God, eſpecially when indulged in 
violation of the brotherly covenant, or againſt thoſe who 
ought to be treated with brotherly affection. Too many, like 
the Edomites, caſt off pity when once offended, and delight 
to vex and torment even their neareſt relatives; yea, 
continue to ſtudy revenge, and keep their wrath for ever. 
Let ſuch perſons remember, that by this diabolical ſpirit 
they kindle the anger of God againſt themſelves; and that 
he ſhall have judgment without mercy, who ſhoweth no mercy. 
It is the glory of the divine nature, and the happineſs of 
finful man, that God doth not always chide, nor retain his 
anger for ever, becauſe he delighteth in mercy. Be ye therefore 
merciful, as your father in heaven is merciful, 

* 8 — | 

ä — ̃ —„-VH ———ů—ů—ů—ů —— 
CHAP, IL 
In which is detlared God's wrath againſt Moab, upon Judah, 
and upon ljrael ; God contplains of their unthankfulueſs. 
I T. ers faith the Logp ; For three tran 
e 


of Moab, and for four, I will not turn away 
the puniſhment] thereof; becauſe he burned the bones 
of the king of Edom into lime ; a circumſtance of cruelty 
which ts not elſewhere recorded, that having flain the king 
of Edom (if not burned him alive) he made lime of his bones, 


2 probably to plaiſter his houſe. But I will ſend a fire upon 


Moab, and it ſhall devour the palaces of Kirioth : and 
Moab ſhall die with tumult, with ſhouting, [and] with 

3 the ſound of the trumpet : And I will cut off the judge, 
or king, from the midſt thereof, and will flay all the 
princes thereof with him, faith the Logo. 


4 Thus faith the Loxpo; For three tranſgreſſions of 
: Y 2 Judah 


Judah, and for four, I will not turn away [the puniſh - 
ment] thereof; becauſe they have deſpiſed the law of 
the Lorp, and have not kept his commandments, and 
their lies, their idols and falſe prophets, cauſed them to 
5 err, after the which their fathers have walked. But 
| I will fend a fire upon Judah, and it ſhall devour the 
= palaces of Jeruſalem, not excepting even the temple. 
| 6 Thus faith the Loxo; For three tranſgreſſions of Iſ- 
rael, and for four, I will not turn away [the, puniſh- 
ment] thereof; becauſe they ſold the righteous: for 
filver, and the poor for a pair of ſhoes ; they perverted 
© Juſtice for the ſmalleſt preſent ;, even a pair of ſhoes or ſandals 
7 would draw them to ad wickedly ; That pant after the 
duſt of the earth on the head of the poor, or rather, they 
bruiſe the head of the poor in the duſt of the earth, that is, 
trample upon them, and turn aſide the way of the-meek ; 
bring the meek into ſuch circumſtances that they know not 
what way to take : and a man and his father will go in 
unto the { ſame] maid, to profane my holy name; hat 
is, when an elderly man married a young woman, his ſont 
g 8 would debauch her: And they lay [themſelves] down 
, upon clothes laid to pledge, which by the law they ought 
to reftore, by every altar, they lie on carpets ſpread on the 
ground to feaſt at their idolatrous altars, and they drink 
the wine of the condemned [in] the houſe of their god; 
they make feaſts with the money which they have got by the 

fines of thoſe whom they have unjuſtly condemned, = 
9 Let deftroyed I the Amorite before them, the accurſed 
nations, the ſons of Anak, or, the giants, whoſe height 
[was] like the height of the cedars, and he [was] ſtrong 
as the oaks ; yet I deſtroyed his fruit from above, and 
his roots from beneath; «terly deſtroyed them root and 
10, branth, fathers and children, priuces and ſubjefis, Alſo 
I brought you up from the land of Egypt, andiled you 
forty; years through the wilderneſs, to poſſeſs the land 
of the Amorite; another ſignal inſtance of my goodneſs to 
11 you. And 1 raiſed up of your ſons for prophets in the 
ten tribes, to inſtrutt and warn them, and of your young 
men for Nazarites, w/o were ſolemnly devoted to God and 
his ſervice. | Is it] not even thus, O ye children of - 

rac 
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rael? let your own conſciences tell you ; ſaith the Lorp, 


12 But ye gave the Nazarites wine to drink; debauched 
and corrupted them by tempting, and perhaps forcing them 
to aft contrary to their vow; and commanded the pro- 

phets, ſaying, Propheſy not; ye would not bear to have 

13 your darling fins reproved. "Behold, I am preſſed under 
you, as a cart is preſſed [that is] full of ſheaves; I am 
ſo provoked by your wickedneſs, that I am quite overborne 

14 with it, ſpeaking after the manner of men. Therefore the 
flight ſhall periſh from the ſwift, and the ſtrong ſhall 

not ſtrengthen his force, neither ſhall the mighty de- 

15 liver himſelf: Neither ſhall he ſtand that handleth the 
bow; and [he that is] ſwift of foot ſhall not deliver 
himſelf: ] neither ſhall he that rideth the horſe deliver 

16 himſelf, And ſhe that is] courageous among the migh- 

ty ſhall flee away naked in that day, ſaith the Loxo; he 
ſhall throw away his armour as an incumbrance to him. 


REFLECTIONS, 


I. E have before ſeen how much God is diſpleaſed 
with cruelty, and muſt here add, with oppreſ- 

fion and injuſtice ; which is worſe than burning men's dead 
bones to lime. See here how fatal is the influence of the 
love of money; it is the root of all evil; it leads men to 
trample on the poor, and /ell them for a pair of ſhoes. 
Nothing is too baſe and mean for men to ſtoop to, when 
the love of gain wholly poſſeſſes their hearts. Theſe 
things are highly difpleafing to God; and tho? the oppreſſ- 
ed and wronged are not able to oppoſe, or dare not; or 
tho? the oppreſſors may evade human laws, yet God will 
not turn away puniſhment from ſuch unjuſt and cruel men. 
2. It is a great inſtance of the goodneſs of God to us, 


that the ſchools of the prophets are continued with us, and 


our ſons taken for his miniſters. Many among the Iſrael- 
ites were taken from ſuch ſchools, to deliver God's meſ- 
"ay to them; and are ftill, tho' they have no extraordinary 
in 


piration ; and it is an honour to the places and families 


whence they ſpring. Thoſe ſeminaries, where young men 
are trained up for ſanctuary ſervice, are great bleſlings to 
| . our 
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our land: and we ſhall incur great guilt if we do not im- 
prove the miniſtry of the word, but forbid its preachers to 
deal faithfully with us, or cenſure them for doing ſo. 

3. See the aggravated guilt of thoſe who corrupt others. 
There are too many ſuch jn every place, wha tempt others 
to drink to exceſs, entice them into bad company and pub- 
lick houſes; to the ruin of multitudes who have ce 
devoted to God, and of ſome too, who have devoted 
themſelves to him. - Beware of ſuch perſons; fly them as 
you would the plague; and if funers emtice you, conſent ye 
5 


4. See the deteſtable nature of fin, and how offenſive it 
is to an holy God. That is a remarkably ſtrong expreſſion, 
Jam preſſed under you; as if it grieved him, tired out his 
patience, and he was unable longer to bear it. Thus does 
er 5 — to us his hatred of fin, eſpecially the ſins 
of his profeſſing | : and it qught to fill us with a deep 
abhorrence of 1 make 2 ſolicitous and watchful 
to avoid hat abominable thing which his ſoul hateth. 


* 
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In this chapter is ſhown the neceſſity of God's judgment againſt 
feel; alſo the publication and cauſes of it. 

1 FEAR this word that the Lon hath ſpoken 
| againſt you, O children of Iſrael, againſt the 
whole family which, 1 brought up from the land of 

2 Egypt, ſaying, You only have I known of all the fa- 
milies of the earth: therefore, becauſe you have finned 
againſt greater light and greater obligations, I will puniſh, 

3 or viſit, you for all your iniquities. Can two walk 
together, except they be agreed? here can be no agree- 
able converſation without friendſhip, nor can I behave like a 

4 friend and Lenefottor to you, while you break my laws: Will 
a lion roar in the foreſt, when he hath no prey? will a 
young lion cry out of his den, if he have taken nothing? 

| dit | 5 Gln 
1 Alluding here to the noiſe the lion wakes before he ruſhes 
on his prey, or to his roaring over it when taken ; a 5455 


5 Cana bird fall in a ſnare upon the earth, where no gin 
[is] for him? ſhall [one] take up a ſnare. from the 
earth, and have taken nothing at all? or, Will a ſnare 
ſpring from the ground, when it hath not taken any thing? 
Thus, it is not by chance that finners fall into dgſtruction, 
but becauſe God hath made the neceſſary preparation for it ; 
nor will he remove his judgments till the end is anſwered, 
6 Shall a trumpet be blown in the city, and the people 
not be afraid? hall it not throw them into an alarm? 
ſhall there be evil in a city, and the Lon hath not 
dane it,] or, inflifted it? are not all calamities to be 
aſcribed to the hand of God, and not to chance ? he knows 
7 and appoints every grievous circumſtance. Surely the Lord 
Gop will do nothing, or, doeth nothing, but he revealeth 
his ſecret unto his ſervants the ly. that is, to a 
ſeries of prophets , he hath revealed theſe things to me, and 
8 I to you, for your ing. The lion hath roared, who 
will not fear? the Lord Gop hath ſpoken, who can 
but propheſy ? God hath given me a commiſſion to denounce 
his vengeance, and ye ought to hear it with more fear than 
tlie roaring of g lion. 

Publiſh in the palaces of Aſhdod, and in the palaces 
in the land of Egypt, hat is, upon the flat roofs of the 
palaces, the uſual place of proclaiming events, (ſee Matt. 
x. 27.) and ſay, Aſſemble yourſelves, ye neighbouring 
nations, upon the mountains of Samaria : and behold 
the great tumults in the midſt thereof, and the oppreſſ- 
ed in the midſt thereof; be witneſſes of God's righteouſ- 

10 neſs and their calamity. For they know not to do right, 
faith the Lok, who ſtore up violence and robbery, ke 
11 goods Sw by injuſtice, in their palaces. Therefore 
thus faith the Lord Gop ; An adverſary there ſhall be] 
even round about the land, that is, the king of Aſyria ; 
and he ſhall bring down thy ſtrength from thee, and 
12 thy palaces ſhall be ſpoiled. Thus faith the Logp; 
As the ſhepherd taketh out of the mouth of the lion 


two legs, or a piece of an ear; ſo ſhall the children of 

Iſrael be taken out, the greateſt part of the people ſhall be 

Y 4 deſtroyed, 

God's denunciations by his prophets, and intimating that he had 
ſomething awful to do to his people, 


* 
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* fly to Damaſcus for ſhelter, the ſame judgment ſhall purſue 


T1. E may obſerve, that their guilt is greatly aggra- 


the variance is removed; that is, till the enmity on our 


defiroyed, and but a ſmall remnant left, that dwell in 
Samaria in the corner of a bed, and in Damaſcus [in] a 
couch; tho they hide themſelves under beds and couches, or 


13 them. Hear ye, O ye prieſts, the words diftated to the 


_ prophets, and teſtify in the houſe of Jacob, faith the 


Lord Gop, the God. of hoſts, make proclamation of it 
among thoſe of the ten tribes, to move them to repentante, 
14 That in the day that I ſhall viſit the tranſgreſſions of 
Iſrael upon him I will alſo viſit the altars of Bethel ; 

my judgments ſhall be particularly viſible on the places dedi- 
cated to idolatry : and the horns of the altar ſhall be cut 
off, and fall to the ground; hat is, the little ſquare cor- 
ners, which were raiſed up lite turrets, and into which they 
poured fome of the blood of the ſacrifices, theſe ſhall be cut 
f and the allars ruined; ſo unable hall their idols be to 
15 protets their worſhippers. And I will ſmite the winter 
houſe with the ſummer houſe ; and the houſes of ivory, 
thoſe houſes which were inlaid with it, ſhall periſh, hall 

lie in ruins, and the great houſes ſhall have an end, 

- faith the LorD ; none of the inhabitants of the land ſhall 


REFLECTIONS. 


vated who live in fin, after having received 
diſtinguiſhing favours from God; ſuch as national privi- 


leges, pious parents, a good education, providential fa- 


vours, and, above all, ſpiritual mercies; who have made 
a profeſſion of religion, and are under ſolemn engagements 
to God. Such ſhall be remarkably puniſhed, becauſe they 
offer a greater affront to God, and do a greater injury to 
religion, than others can do, Privileges will not fave the 
wicked from puniſhment, but greatly increaſe it. To whom 


much is given, of them much will be required, | 


» 2. Obſerve the abſolute neceſſity there is of reconci- 
liation to God, Man, as finful, is at enmity with his 
Maker; and there can be no friendſhip or fellowſhip, till 
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is flain. In order to which, there muſt be a change in 

e heart; it muſt be brought to love God above all, and 
to deſire his favour as the main thing. There can be no 
comfortable walking with God till we are thus reconciled to 
him; and this is to be ſought thro* Chriſt, wha is our peace, 
and who ſuffered the juſt for the unjuſt, to bring us to God, 

3. See the importance of hearkening to God's voice, 
whether that be his word, or his rod. The threatenings 
of his word are not mere bug - bears, but will ſurely be 
fulfilled ; and cohen there is evil in a city he gives warning by 
it. Calamities and afflictions are of his doing, and de- 
ſigned to alarm and rouſe men, like the ſound of a trumpet, 
or the roaring of a lion; and when the Lord's voice thus 
crieth, wiſe men learn inſtruction. Hear ye, therefore, the 


rod, and who'hath appointed it. 


4. If men have been guilty of violence or robbery, the 
judgments of God will follow them. Tho? they live in 
palaces of ivory, ſtrong and beautiful; tho* they have town 
and _—_ houſes ;*yet, if built, furniſhed, or adorned 
from the ſpoils of the poor, the gain of oppreſſion, the 
effects of fraud and covetouſneſs, God will ſmite them, 
Their wealth and their glory ſhall have an end; and the 

ſſeſſors ſhall be baniſhed from their own houſes, and 
From the _ of God _ to that place of torment 
prepared for the wicked : for he unrighteous ſhall not inherit 
the kingdom of God. a 


C HAP. VV. 

The three firſt verſes of this chapter are a prophecy againſt the 
ladies of Iſrael, reproving their vices, and threatening them 
with ſevere judgments ; the latter part is addreſſed to the peo- 
ple in general. | 

1 EAR this word, ye kine of Baſhan, that [are] 
in the mountain of Samaria, who are wanton dud 


luxurious, like cattle in rich paſtures, which oppreſs the © 


poor, which cruſh the needy, which ſay to thgir maſ- 
ters, Bring, and let us drink; whoſe maſters and huſ- 
| 88 band; 
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| Band abel their oppreſſions, and their perverting of juſtice, 
= 2 10 maintain them in their extravagance. The Lord Gop 
* - + hath ſworn by his holineſs, that, lo, the days ſhall 
B come upon you, that he will take you away with hooks, 
oF and your poſterity with fiſh hooks ; intimating in what 
abundance their enemies ſhould take their prey, and how 

3 unable they ſhould be to refit. And ye ſhall go out at the 

breaches, every [cow at that which is] before her, as 
fat cattle crouding thro* the firſt breaches in a fence, and ye 
ſhall caſt them] into the palace, ſaith the Lozp; ar, 
caſt away the things of the palace, the furniture of the i 
palace, and the choiceſt things of it, as incumbrances. r 
Come to Beth-el, and tranſgreſs ; at Gilgal multiply MR 
tranſgreſſion; at places where the divine favour has been 
ſhown to you, but which are now devoted to idalatry ; and 
bring your ſacrifices every morning, [and] your tithes 
after three years; thoſe tithes which every third year ought 
tis be brought to Jeruſalem, ta ſupport the worſhip of God 
| there, but which are now brought I your idalatrous altars : 
| 5 And offer a facrifice of thankſgiving with leaven, and 
=” im [and] publiſh the free offerings : for this 
iketh you, O ye children of Iſrael, faith the Loxp 
Soso; ye are incorrigible, and therefore fhall be given up to 
your own luſts, and be ruined by your idolatry. 

6 And I alfo have given you cleanneſs of teeth in all 
| your cities, and want of bread in all your places; /uch 
-: a dreadful famine, that there was hardly any thing to eat : 

| 7 yet have ye not returned unto me, faith the Loxp. And 
| alſo J have withholden the rain from you, when [there 
| were] yet three months to the harveſt ; hat is, the latter 

rain, in February, on which their harveſt, which was in 

May, fo much depended : and I cauſed it to rain upon one 

city, and cauſed it not to rain upon another city; per- 
haps in Fudea, but not in Samaria; or, on one city which 

| was more pure from idolatry, but not on others; or, on the 
MI Felds of 'the pious only : one piece was rained upon, and 
7 8 8 the piece whereupon it rained not withered, So two [or] 

| 

| 


N a, — - «th. I 0 # 
* W. ; * r 4 's ; N PS er m 
2 y 1 * : . 
% _ 
* 


— TT— — - 5 


8 . — nt 


: 
1 


three cities wandered unto one city, to drink water; 
but they were not ſatisfied ; here was not ſufficient for 
tem: yet have ye not returned unto me, * the 
| 5 | | LORD. 
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9 Lonp. I have ſmitten you with blaſting and milde w: 
when your gardens and your vineyards and your fig 

trees and your olive trees increaſed, the palmer worm 
devoured ſ them: ] yet have ye not returned unto me, 

10 faith the Lord. I have ſent among you the peſtilence 

after the manner of Egypt; that is, infactious diſeaſes : 

your young men have I flain with the ſword, and have 

taken away your horſes, which were carried away by the 

enemy, or deſtraved by * and I have made the 

ſtink of your camps to come up unto your noſtrils; 

| tro the number of men and beaſts which were ſlain by 
4 diſeaſe or the ſword : yet have ye not returned unto me, 
11 faith the Lond. I have overthrown [ſame] of you, as 
| God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye were as 

a firebrand plucked out of the burning ; moſt of your 

| houſes were deftrayed, and your towns half burned, and yet 

thoſe of you that eſcaped were not ſuitably impreſſed by 

2 theſe judgments : yet haye ye not returned unto me, faith 
132 the Lon. Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Iſrael; 
5 1 will overthrow thee with a ftill greater overthrow : [and] 
becauſe I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy 
God, O Iſrael; do not think to eſcape me, but prepare to 


and earneſt ſupplication ;, remember that I who threaten, am 
13 able to execute vengeance : For, lo, he that formeth the 
mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto 
man what [is] his thought, that maketh the morning 
darkneſs, that gvercaſteth the day, or cauſeth the eclipſe of 
the ſun, and treadeth upon the high places of the earth, 
ſpurns and treads into the duſt all thoſe fortreſſes that you 
may vainly pride your ſelves in, The Lozp, The God of 
hoſts, [is] his name. bag 


REFLECTION S. 
I. H O W juſtly is God diſpleaſed with the luxury and 


extravagance even of women. The prophet here 
addreſſes the ladies of Iſrael in no very courtly ſtrains; but 
they deſerved the ſevereſt language. Thro' idleneſs and 
high living, they pampered themſelves, like beaſts 4 


meet me : in arms if thou canſt; if not, by humble ſubmiſſion 
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thus, to ſupport their extravagance, joined with their huf. 
bands in oppreſſion and cruelty. They did not keep with. 
in the bounds of reaſon and decency, and therefore God 
ve them as a prey to their enemies. How neceſſary is it 
r all to guard againſt luxury and extravagance, if they 
defire to be juſt to men, and righteous toward God. 
2. Let us learn to obſerve the hand of God in the cala- 
mities of life, and attend to his deſign in ſending them. In 


how beautiful and inſtructive a manner is God's providence 


in afflictive events deſcribe in this chapter! He ſends 
famine, withholds rain, or gives it where he pleaſes; blaſts 


the products of the earth by weather or inſects; and ſends 


fire, diſeaſes, and enemies. All are his ſervants, and his 
deſign in all is, to bring back his wandering, revolting 
creatures to their God and their duty. His aim is merci- 


ful; and it becomes us to acknowledge his agency, and I 


ſubmit to him: eſpecially ſhould thoſe do ſo who have re- 
ceived remarkable deliverances, (being, as it were, brands 
plucked out of the burning, and whoſe guilt will be aggra- 
vated, if they be not ſuitably impreſſed, 

3. Let all men prepare /o meet God in the way of his judg- 
ments, A moſt inſtructive exhortation, plainly intimatin 
the vanity of attempting to fly from God, or to oppo 
him. There is no meeting him as an enemy, for he will 
overcome: therefore our wiſdom will be to meet him with 
humble, penitent ſubmiſſion, and prayer, eonſidering how 
vaſt is his knowledge and his power. He formed thoſe 
things which are greateſt and moſt ſtupendous, as the 
mountains; and created the wind, which is moſt ſubtle and 
powerful in its operations; he knows what is moſt ſecret, 
28 men's thoughts; and he can deſtroy all thoſe things in 
which finners place their confidence. Let us then fear this 
great and glonous Being; humble ourſelves before him; 
and be above all things ſolicitous that he may be our God ; 
then all this knowledge, power, and grandeur will be 


engaged to promote and ſecure our felicity. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


Contains a lamentation for Iſrael; an exhortation to repentance ; 
and God's rejection of their hypocritical ſervices. 


I EAR ye this word which I take up againſt you, 
ſeven] a lamentation, O houſe of Iſrael, over 

the dead and dying, and over the kingdom irrecoverably loſt. 

2 The virgin of Iſrael, /o called, in alluſion to her being 
eſpouſed to God, ſhe is fallen; ſhe ſhall no more riſe; 
ſhe 1s forſaken upon her land ; [there is] none to raiſe 

3 her up; ſhe lies like an helpleſs infant. For thus faith the 
Lord Gop ; The city that went out [by] a thouſand 
ſhall leave an hundred, and that which went forth [by] 
an hundred ſhall leave ten, to the houſe of Iſrael; ſo 
greatly ſhall the number of ſoldiers be diminiſhed by laughter. 
For, or rather, Therefore thus ſaith the Loxp unto 

5 the houſe of Iſrael, Seek ye me, and ye ſhall live : But 
ſeek not Beth-el, nor enter into Gilgal, and paſs not 
to Beer-ſheba ; do not perſiſt in the idolatries practiſed in 
thoſe places, as if you ſtudied 10 affront God: for Gilgal 
5 ſhall ſurely go into captivity, and Beth- el ſhall come to 
s 6 nought. Seek the Lox, and ye ſhall live; left he 
LM break out like fire in the houſe of Joſeph, and devour 
_ [it,] and [there be] none to quench [it] in Beth- el; 
Por be aſſured that uo idol or idolatrous ſervices will avail. 
7 Ye who turn judgment to wormwood, and leave off 
righteouſneſs in the earth, who make that which ſhould 

be the ſupport and comfort, to be the abhorrence of the pub- 

8 lick. [Seek him] that maketh the ſeven ſtars and 
Orion, and turneth the ſhadow of death into the morn- 
ing, and maketh the day dark with night : that calleth 

for the waters of the ſea, and poureth them out upon 
the face of the earth: The Logp [is] his name : who 
formed the conſtellations of heaven, who fixed the revolutions 
of day and night, and cauſeth ſtorms and inundations on the 

9 earth: That ſtrengtheneth the ſpoiled againſt the ſtrong, 
fo that the ſpoiled ſhall come againſt the fortreſs and 
10 take it. They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and 
they abhor him that ſpeaketh uprightly; wicked op- 
e 1 ; 0 preſſors 
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11 preſſors hate active magiſtrates and faithful prophets. For- 
aſmuch therefore as your treading [is] upon the poor, 
and ye take from him burdens of wheat : ye have built 
houſes of hewn ſtone, but ye ſhall not dwell in them; 

ye have planted pleaſant vineyards, but ye ſhall not 
drink wine of them; your injuſtice will bring à curſe upon 

12 all you have. For I know your manifold tranſgreſſions 
and your mighty fins : they affli& the juſt, they take 

a bribe, and they turn afide the poor in the gate [from 

13 their right.] Therefore the prudent ſhall keep filence 
in that time; for it [is] an evil time; it is in vain, yea 
14 unſafe, to reprove you. Seek good, and not evil, that 
ye may live: and fo the Lon b, the God of hoſts, ſhall 

be with you, as ye have ſpoken ; as you have boaſted of 

15 your relation to him and his preſence with you. Hate 
the evil, and love the good, and eſtabliſh judgment 

in the gate: it may be that the Lond God of” hoſts 
will be gracious unto the remnant of Joſeph, who hath 
been already plundered. Nevertheleſs, fince I foreſee that 

16 you will not repent, Therefore the Lorp, the God of 
hoſts, the Lorp faith thus; Wailing [ſhall be] in all 
ſtreets; and they ſhall ſay in all the highways, Alas 
alas! their lamentations ſhall not be confined to houſes, but 
ſhall be heard every where; and they ſhall call the huſ- 
bandman to mourning, becauſe he is plundered, and ſuch as 
are ſkilful of lamentation to wailing ; the whoſe buſineſs 
it is to play mournful tunes and fing ſorrewful ditties at 


| 17 funerals, to make the lamentation more ſolemn. And in 


all vineyards where there uſed to be joy, {ſhall be] wail- 
ing: for I will paſs through thee, faith the Lokp, Lk: 

an invading enemy; or, as 1 paſſed through Fg ypt and left 

18 terrible traces of vengeance betund me, Woe unto you 
that defire the day of the Loa D; who mock the pro- 

_ phets, and ſay, wwe ſhall be glad to ſee the day you threatened 
us with: to what end [is] it for you? the day of the 
Loxp [is] darkneſs, and not light; it will be very different 

19 from what you expect. As if a man did flee from a lion, 
and a bear met him; or went into the houſe 10 eſcape 

a ſtorm, and leaned his hand on the wall, and a ſerpent 
bit him; you may hope for relief by a change of circumſtan- 


ces; 


F 


ces; but every change will be from one calamity to another. 
20 [Shall] not the day of the Logo [be] darkneſs, and 
not light? even very dark, and no brightneſs in it? 
that is, unmixed and continued diſtreſs. : 
21 [I hate, I deſpiſe your feaſt days, and I will not 


ſmell the incenſe that attends your ſacrifices in your ſolemn 


W 22 aſſemblies. Though ye offer me burnt offerings and 


your meat offerings, and thus imitate the temple ſervices, 
I will not accept [them:] neither will I regard the 


| ET 3 peace offerings of your fat beaſts. Take thou away from 


me the noiſe of thy ſongs; for I will not hear the 
melody of thy viols; all theſe are abominable while you 


L 24 continue wicked, But let judgment run down as waters, 


and righteouſneſs as a mighty ſtream ; let there be a 

| — reformation; let the meaneſt have the benefit of 
25 juſtice, and then your devotions will be pleaſing. Have ye 
offered unto me ſacrifices and offerings in the wilderneſs 
forty years, O houſe of Iſrael ? Iſrael did not continue 
free from idolatry even the firſt forty years after they came 
26 out of Egypt. But you have improved upon the idolatry of 
your forefathers, ye have borne the tabernacle of your 
Moloch and Chiun your images, carried about with you 
a ſhrine, with the images of the ſun and ſaturn in it, the 
ſtar of your God, an Egyptian king, called Ramphan, (ſo 
Stephen called him from the LXX.) which ye made to 


5 27 yourſel ves.“ Therefore will I cauſe you to go into 


captivity beyond Damaſcus, faith the Loup, whoſe 
name [is] The God of hoſts ; they ſhall go beyond the 
Syrians, who were carried from Damaſcus, that is, farther 
from home. Stephen ſays, beyond Babylon, (Ads vii. 43.) 
thither the Syrians were carried; but the ten tribes ſhall 


REF LE CT- 


_ * They had idolatrous tabernacles, and, proceſſions with the 
images of their gods; perhaps a ſtar was carried about, as the 
„* thought ſome of their kings were changed into "ſtars, 
or each the direction of ſome particular ſtar, 
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leave off oppreſſion and injuſtice, and building houſes with 


REFLECTIONS. ,*- 


1. FT is a fign that the ruin of a people is approaching, 
1 when they oppoſe all methods of reformation: when 
they are not only unjuſt, oppreſſive, and luxurious, but 
hate magiſtrates, who puniſh vice, and miniſters, who re. 
prove them for it: yea, hate every one that ſpeaketh up- 
rightly, and will not run to their exceſſes. This is a proof 
that they have loſt all ſhame, and are determined to go on 
in their wickedneſs ; and it is a melancholy inſtance of our 
own degeneracy, as a nation, that wicked men and cor- 
rupters are countenanced and encouraged, while reprovers 
and magiſtrates are become hateful. _ 
» 2, It is ſometimes prudent to keep ſilence, and not even 
attempt to reform others. When men are ſo determined 
on their evil courſes, that they will be only provoked by 
the moſt friendly attempts to check them, and perhaps be 
made worſe by ſuch attempts, it may be prudent to let 
them alone, and not caſt our pearls before ſwine; who will 
not only trample them under their feet, but turn again, and 
rend us. We ought never to omit attempting to do good, 


when it ſeems likely to ſucceed; but wiſdom is profitable ts 


direct. 
3. We here ſee the importance of ſeeking to God, eſ- 
pecially in times of danger. It is often urged upon Iſrael, 
to enquire into his will, and to pray to him: and it is 
certainly the only way to live, to be ſecure and happy. 
Let us conſider his vaſt power over all nature, over the 
ſtars, the morning, and the waves of the ſea; and were it 
only a may be that God will be gracious, as in v. 18. it is 
worth while to make the trial. But, to our ſeeking God 
we muſt add, ſeeking all that is good; otherwiſe we ſhall 
not ſucceed. This leads us to obſerve, | 
- 4. The folly of external ſervices, without reformation. 
With what contempt does God here (as often in the pro- 
phecies) ſpeak of ſacrifices, ſolemn aſſemblies, incenſe, 
ſongs, &c. while juſtice and charity are neglected. They 
are all abominable both to God and man. If men do not 


the 


* 


the gains of violence and fraud, they do but mock and 
affront God by their devotions. The end of prayer is re- 
| formation and holineſs; and if a man regards iniquity in his 
heart, the Lord will not hear him. | | 

5. Sinners will find the day of the Lord very different 
from what they expect. Theſe infidels and (corners ban. 
W tered the prophet : * You threaten us with the day of the 
Lord; we ſhould be glad to ſee it.“ Thus teſtifying their 
WE diſbelicf or contempt of it. This, it is to be feared, is 
the caſe of many in the preſent day, who make light of 
= God's threatenings, It is evidently the caſe of thoſe pro- 
fane wretches who call upon God to damn them. They 
vill find damnation infinitely more dreadful than they 
WE think. They will know the day of the Lord to be indeed 
a diſmal and a fearful day. Wicked men, when under 
WE pains and afflictions, wiſh for death; but, ſhould it come, 
WE their caſe would be as in v. 19. as if a man ſhould flee ts his 
= houſe for ſhelter from a ſtorm, and there be bitten by a ſerpent. 
= All this ſhows the wiſdom and neceſſity of being truly re- 
ligious; that the day of the Lord may be light to us, and 
we may be received to the inheritance of the ſaints in light, 
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Thus is a propliecy both againſt Judah and Iſrael. 

7 OE to them [that are] at eaſe, or, ſecure in 

Zion, who think themſelves ſafe on account of 
its holineſs or ftrength, and truſt in the mountain of 
Samaria, [which are] named chief of the nations, to 
whom the houſe of Ifrael came! Theſe cities were the 
capitals of the two nations, to which they reſorted for traffick 

2' and judgment. Paſs ye unto Calneh, an antient city built 
by Nimrod, and ſee; and from thence go ye to Hamath 
the great; 4 Antioch, conquered by Sennacherib : then go 
down to Gath of the Philiſtines, which was taken by 
Uzziah : [be they] better than theſe” kingdoms ? or 
their border greater than your border? are Judah and 
Hrael wm and ſtronger than theſe ? ſo likewiſe ſhall * 

o. VI. 2 
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18 te deftroyed. Ye that put far away the evil day, l 


think it will not come at all, or is at a great diſtance, and 
cauſe the ſeat of violence to come near, are therefore 
4 guilly of injuſtice- and oppreſſion z That lie upon beds of 
ivory, and ftretch. themſelves upon their couches, and 
eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves out of the 
midſt of the ſtall, r/o live in ſplendour, idleneſs, and luxury ;, 
T hat chant to the ſound of the viol, [and] invent to 
themſelves inſtruments of muſick, like David, «who had 
the fineft bands and inſtruments of — >, which therefore 
| became proverbial ; or, it may mean, who have indulged 
., themſelves in pleaſures too expenſive for any but the greateſt 
monarchs; That drink wine in bowls, in large quantities 
and ſuperb veſſels, and anoint themſelves with the chief 
ointments, the moſt fragrant and coſtly : but they are not 
grieved for the affliction of Joſeph: an alluſion to the 
. cruelty of Joſepl's brethren; intimating, that they are in- 
ſenſible of the calamities of their country. 

Therefore now ſhall they go captive with the firſt 
that go captive, and the banquet of them that ſtretched 
themſelves ſhall be removed; theſe rich and great men 
8 ſhall ſuffer firſt, and all their luxury be at an end. The 

Lord Gop hath ſworn by himſelf, faith the Logp, the 
God of hoſts, I abhor the excellency of Jacob, and 
hate his palaces, what they value themſelves upon: there- 
fore will I deliver up the city with all that is therein; 
9 frft Samaria, and then Jeruſalem. And it ſhall come to 
paſs, if there remain ten men in one houſe of hoſe) the! 
©, "eſcape the enemy, that they ſhall die by peſtilence, or ſome 
10 other ſiroke of God's hand. And a man's uncle, or kin- 
man, (io whom it belonged to attend the funeral) ſhall take 
him up, and he that burneth him, to bring out the 
bones out of the houſe, h burns the body in the time of 
the plague,. to prevent the infellion from ſpreading, and 
ſhall ſay unto him that [is] by the ſides of the houſe, 
10 the perſon who brought out the corpſe, [Is there] yet 
.. any] with thee ? 1s this the loft of the family ? and he 
--, ſhall ſay, No. Then ſhall he, te uncle, ſay, Hold 
thy tongue: for we may not make mention of the 
name of 1 u tlia it is common and . to ſay 
in 
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In fuch a caſe, Lord help us, have mercy upon us; the 
perſon without ſhall break in upon him before lie can do it, 
and forbid him to mention the name of the Lord, faymg, it is 

1 1 in vain, for the Lord hath entirely given us up. Fot, be- 
hold, the Loxp commandeth, and he will ſmite the 
great houſe with breaches, and the little houſe with 
clefts ; palaces and cottages ſhall both fall. | 


12 Shall horſes run upon the rock ? will [one] plough 
[there] with oxen? and it fignifies as little io reprove and 
exhort you any more; for ye have turned judgment into 
gall, and the fruit of righteouſneſs into hemlock : ye 

_ are lite a polluted fountain or poiſonous plant, and have loſt 

13 4% ſenſe of juſtice: Ye which rejoice in a thing of nought, 

5 which ſay, Have we not taken to us horns by our own 

. ſtrength ? referring to ſome victory they had gained, pro- 

bably over Fudah, which had elated them, and led them to 

3 conclude that God would ſtill proſper them, or, that they 

14 were able to do without him. But, behold, I will raiſe 

up againſt you a nation, that is, the Aſſyrians, O houſe 

of Iſrael, ſaith the Logp, the God of Hoſts ; and they 
ſhall aMi& you from the entering in of Hamath unto 
the river of the wilderneſs z from the north to the ſouth, 


thro the whole land. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, E T us reflect on the ſad ſtate of thoſe, who, when 

ſickneſs or death come into their families, are not 
affected thereby. How monſtrous was the behaviour. of 
theſe people in times of peſtilence, when whole families 
were {wept away, to forbid the mention of the name of the 
Lord. This was the effect either of impiety, or deſpair : 
and is much the caſe of many now; who talk of the par- 
ticulars of the ſickneſs and death of their relatives and 
friends, the circumſtances of the funeral, and their affairs, 
but forget the hand of God, and mention not his name. 
This ſhows a very ſtupid and inſenſible ſpirit, in creatures 
who, are equally liable to ſickneſs and death. It is our 
wiſdom and duty #0 hear the rod, and him that hath appointed 
it; to mention his name, and acknowledge the hand of 
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his providence, and be led, by ſuch afflictive ſcenes, to 
apply our hearts more diligently to wiſdom, and a prepa- 
ration for our latter end, 

2. See the fatal influence which proſperity often hath 
upon the human mind. What a melancholy deſcription of 
the temper and character of the Iſraelites is here given 
and how exact a deſcription is it of multitudes among us 
When their riches increaſe, they grow proud, and ſecure; 
treat others with inſolence and contempt ; indulge them- 
ſelves in luxury, and all delicacies; regard nothing but 
gratifying: their ſenſes; and ſupport their grandeur and 
elegance by injuſtice and oppreſſion. This excludes all 
ferious confideration from their minds, and they put death 
far from them, as an evil day. Wealth, luxury, riot, and 
diverſions, ſteel their hearts againſt every generous im- 
preſſion ; their ſpirits grow narrow and ſelfiſh ; the concerns 
of the poor and the needy, the afflictions of the church 
of God and of their country, are nothing to them. There 
are too many fad inſtances of this in our day. The world 
thinks it is well with ſuch perſons, and envies their gran- 
deur and finery ; they think it well with themſelves, be- 
cauſe they are at eaſe; but the Lord ſays, Woe unto them. 
Let thoſe who are in plentiful circumſtances be very watch- 
ful againſt ſuch a temper and conduct as this; and let it 
reconcile others to narrow circumſtances, and even to 
poverty, that they are happily freed from ſuch 
temptations. Happy is the man who, amidft his affluence, 
maintains a humble, tender, generous ſpirit, and honours 
the Lord with his ſubſtance. | 


—— 
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CHAP, VII. 
The judgments of the graſihoppers, and of the fire, are diverted 
by the interceſſion of Amos. 
HAUS hath the Lord Gop ſhewed unto me in 
viſion, and, behold, he formed graſshoppers 
in the beginning of the ſhooting. up of the latter 
growth; and, lo, ſit was] the latter growth * the 
; ing's 
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king's mowings. The king as uſual mowed the earlier graſs 
for himſelf, (an inſtance of grievous oppreſton) after which 
graſshoppers ſuddenly appeared in great quantities; referring 
70 deſolation brought on the country by civil wars, during 
the interregnum of eleven years after Jeroboam the ſecond, 

2 when Iſrarl was cut ſhort after its proſperity. And it 
came to paſs, that] when they had made an end, or 
rather, would have made an end of cating the graſs of the 
land, then J faid, O Lord Go, forgive, I beſeech 
thee: by whom ſhall Jacob ariſe ? for he [is] ſmall; 
how ſhall any ſtrength remain to ſave them from deſtruction. 

3 The Lox repented for this: It ſhall not be, he entire 

ruin of the country ſhall not yet take place, ſaith the Logo. 
Thus hath the Lord Gop ſhowed unto me: and, 

behold, the Lord Gop called to contend by fire, and 
it devoured the great deep, and did eat up a part; 
like a burning mountain thrown into the ſea, the vaſt heat of 

which dried up a great part of its wry 4 1. 

Tilgat]i-pilnexer, king of Aria, who took many cities 

5 . — away many * ſaid I, O Lord Gon, 
ceaſe, I beſeech thee : by whom ſhall Jacob ariſe? for 

6 he [is] ſmall. The Load 7 for this: This 
alſo ſhall not be, faith the Lord Gop ; the nation ſhall 
not be entirely conſumed by this judgment. 

Thus he ſhowed me: and, behold, the Lozxp ftood 
upon a wall [made] by a plumb line, with a plumb 
line in his hand; referring to the final judgment brought 
on Iſrael by Salmanazer, and intimating that it ſhould be 
brought with exact juſtice, and that all ſhould be deſtroyed. 

8 And the Lorp ſaid unto me, Amos, what ſeeſt thou? 
And I ſaid, A plumb line. Then faid the Loxp, Be- 
hold, I will ſet a plumb line in the midſt of my people 
Iſrael : I will not again paſs by them any more; I will 

9 not paſs over their tranſgreſſions again: And the high 

laces of Iſaac ſhall be deſolate, and the ſanctuaries of 

ſrael ſhall be laid waſte; and I will riſe againſt the 
houſe of Jeroboam with the ſword.* | 

Z 3 10 Then 

f Accordingly, Zachariah his ſon was deſtroyed by Shallum. 


Or it may refer to the deſtruction of the whole kingdom. What 
follows is a piece of private hiſtory relating io the prophet. 
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10 Then Amaziah the prieſt of Beth-el ſent to Jeroboam 
king of Iſrael, ſaying, Amos hath conſpired againſt 
thee in the midſt of the houſe of Iſrael: the land is not 

able to bear all his words; he laid an information againſt 
im before the king, alledging that he preached in ſuch a 
ſeditious and treaſonable manner, that it was not to be en- 

11 dured. For thus Amos faith, Jeroboam ſhall die by 
the ſword, and Iſrael ſhall ſurely be led away captive i 

12 out of their own land.* Alſo Amaziah ſaid unto Amos, 
O thou ſeer, go, flee thee away into the land of Judah, 

and there eat bread, and propheſy there; as if he had 

aid, Thou propheſieſt only to get bread, and thou wilt meet 

13 with a better reception in Judah: But propheſy not again 
any more at Beth- el: for it [is] the king's chapel, 
or ſanctuary, and it [is] the king's court; or, the houſe 
of the kingdom ; it is audacious and dangerous to inſult him 
and his court here. | | 

14 Then anſwered Amos, and ſaid to Amaziah, I [was 

no prophet, neither [was] I a 3 ſon; but I | was] 
an herdman, and a gatherer of ſycamore-fruit, or, wild 
figs; 1 was not by profeſſion a prophet, nor educated at their 
15 college: And the Logp. took me as I followed the 
flock, and the Lok ſaid unto me, Go, propheſy unto 
my people Iſrael ; I came at his command, and will wait 

till he diſmiſſes me, | L 
16 | Now therefore hear thou the word- of the Loxo ; 
Thau ſapeſt, Propheſy not againſt Iſrael, and drop not 
[thy word] even in the gentleſt manner againſt the houſe 
17 of Iſaac. Therefore thus faith the Lorp ; Thy wife 
ſhall be an harlot in the city, and thy ſons and thy 
daughters ſhall fall by the ſword : your children /hall be 
ain by tlie enemy, and your wiſe ſhall be abuſed by the ſol- 
diers, as a puniſhment for your ſpiritual whoredom, and thy 
land ſhall be divided by line among the Aſſyrians : wan 
| thou 
He had ſaid that Jeroboam's houſe ſhould die by the ſword ; 
which did rot imply that he himſelf ſhould;; but it is added, 
that be had alſo propheſied that //rae/ fhould be carrigd captive, 
The king wiſely took no notice of this heavy charge, and there- 


fore the prieſt attacked Amos himſelf, and in banter, tho* un 
# ſow of kindneſs, adviſed him to retire, 
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thou ſhalt die in a polluted land: and, notwith/tanding 
all your boaſts, Iſrael ſhall go into captivity forth of his 
land. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. HEN a nation is in the loweſt ſtate, there is 
ſtill reaſon and encouragement to pray. The 


ME prophet kindly interceded for the houſe of Jacob, as God's 


08, 

h, people, and becauſe it was ſmall, that is, had little ſtrength +. 
ad left, and no friend to help. God graciouſly heard his 
ce! prayer, averted the threatened judgments, and ſuſpended 


their utter ruin. Let this be an encouragement to us to 
WE pray earneſtly for our country, that judgments may be 
W averted, or, when begun among us, may ceaſe ; and el- 
pecially that the fins which occaſioned them may be for- 
given. The low and helpleſs ſtate to which God's church 
and people are reduced, is a proper plea when aſking for 
Ws mercy and favour on their account. 

2. See how the beſt friends of a country may be accuſed, 
and treated, even as its worſt enemies: 8 were Jeremiah, 
Amos, and Paul treated, and even Jeſus, by Herod and 
Pilate, Tho' Amos was a faithful prophet, and an earneſt 
interceſſor for Iſrael, yet he was ill uſed, eſpecially by the 
prieſts of Bethel. The greateſt pretenders to religion are 
often the bittereſt perſecutors of the truly religious. They 
W miſrepreſented him as preaching for bread, and advancing: 
== doctrines ſeditious and treaſonable. This is the common 
language and plea of perſecutors. The beſt of men haye 
been thus treated, and ſo they probably may ſtill be treated 
by thoſe who hate eminent religion, and faithful admoni- 
tions. But while they are thus enemies to God's faithful 
Ws miniſters, they are enemies to their country, and to their 
= own peace. | | 

3. The conſciouſneſs of a call of providence, united with 
upright intentions, will give a man courage in a good work. 
Amos tells the prieſts what made him ſo bold; he did not 
run before he was ſent; did not preach for bread; and he 
would hardly have had ſo much courage. as to preach in the 
king's chapel, without a ſpecial commiſſion. A conſciouſ- 
2 4 neſs 


Oo 


= ASL Yee ad” Lin tin & #46 wh. F 


— 


260 AM o s. vim. 


neſs that he was obeying the commands of God, bore him 
- thro” all. Thus may God's faithful miniſters and people 
ftand firm againſt oppoſition and contempt, having a good 
cauſe to defend, and a good God on their fide. Thus may 
we ſtand ; only let us be careful, like the prophet, 10 give 
4 reaſon for our conduct, and for the hope that is in us, with 


meekneſs ang fear. 
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CHAP. VII. 


7 of ſummer fruit, is ſhowed the approach of Iſrael”; 
| Their oppreſſion of the poor is reproved; and a famine 
of bats word threatened. 

I HUS hath the Lord Gop ſhowed unto me: and 
2 behold a baſket of ſummer fruit. And he ſaid, 
Amos, what ſeeſt thou? And1I ſaid, A baſket of fam- 
mer fruit. Then faid the Lord unto me, The end is 
come upon my 2 * Iſrael; I will not again paſs 

by them any more ; ar ripe fr judgment, and ſhall 

1 25 quick "be ade of 0 Rreyed, as ſummer fruits 
the ſongs oft the temple ſhall be howlings in 

— day, faith the * Gop ; their Jong s at their ſo- 
lemn feſtivals in their idolatrous temples ſhall be turned mio 
howling ; [there ſhall be] many dead bodies in every 
place; they ſhall caſt them] forth with filence; with. 

out the uſual forms of lamentation, becauſe of their number, 

or of . their enemies being ſo near. 

4 Hear this, O ye that ſwallow up the needy, even 
to make the poor of the land to fail, who devour their 
5 ſulſtance, and make flaves of them all, Saying, When 

5 Ll the new moon be gone, that we may ſel} corn? and 
the ſabbath, that we may ſet forth wheat ? who, tho* you 
keep up ſome forms of religion, are impatient during the time 

of ret and worſhip, and intent only on gain; making the 
ephah ſmall, and the ſheke! great, — falſifying the 
balances by deceit; uſing „ double fraud in your trade, 
elling your corn by the or ( 15 a 1 ) and making 

this mal, but taking money for it by weight, ang. wy 
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the ſhekel, by which you reckon that money, larger than it 
6 2 LI * buy the poor for ſilver, and 
the needy for a pair of ſhoes ; [ yea, and ſell the re- 
fuſe of the wheat? ſelling the worſt commodities ſo dear, 
that the poor cannot farniſh themſelves with neceſſaries of the 
meaneſt kind, and are forced to ſell themſelves for ſlaves to 
their debts; and who have ſo little compaſſian, that if 
they do but owe the value of a pair of ſandals, will rather 
ſeize and ſell them for flaves, than forgive ſo ſmall a debt. 
7 The Loap hath {worn by the excellency of Jacob, by 
himſelf, «who is the excellency of Facob, Surely I will never 
forget any of their works, but will call them to an ac- 
8 count for them. Shall not the land tremble for this, and 
every one mourn that dwelleth therein? and it, hat is, 
. deftruftion, ſhall riſe up wholly as a flood; or as the 
river; and it ſhall be caſt out and drowned, as by] 
the flood of Egypt; that is, as the Nile when it over- 
9 flows its banks, and ſweeps every thing away, And it 
ſhall come to paſs iu that day, ſaith the Lord Gop, 
that I will cauſe the ſun. to go down at noon, and I 
will darken the earth in the clear day; I will bring judg- 
10 ments upon them in @ ſudden unexpetied manner: And I 
will turn your feaſts into mourning, and all your ſongs 
into lamentation ; and I will bring up ſackcloth upon all 
loins, and baldneſs. upon every head; and I will make 
it as the mourning of an only { ſon,] and the end thereof 

as a bitter day. 5 | 
It Behold, the days, come, faith the Lord God, that 
I will ſend a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, 
nor a thirſt for water, but of hearing the words of the 
Logo; they ſhall not have the advantage of conſulting 
12 the prophets: And they ſhall wander from fea to ſea, 
from the weſtern to the eaſtern ſea, and from the north 
even to the eaſt, or rather, 10 the ſouth, they ſhall run 
to and fro to ſeek the word of the Loxb, and ſhall not 


find 


> Aſtronomers have ſhown, by calculating eclipſes, that about 
eleven years after this prophecy. there were two remarkable eclipſes 
of the ſun, both viſible in that country; one at the feaſt of the 
paſſover, the other at the feaſt of tabernacles; this may refer to 
them, as they were then no doubt looked upon as very alarming 
and ominous, | 


e —— 2 — _— - 
* * — 


362 AMOS. VIII. 
find [it ;] under the preſſure of judgments they ſhall wiſh to 
T3 conſult it, but ſhall not be able. Fo that day ſhall the 
fair virgins and young men faint for thirſt ; the moſt 
beautiful and ſtrong ſhall be diſpirited by the want of tie 
common neceſſaries of life, as well as of the word of God. 
14 They that ſwear by the fin of Samaria, by the calves of 
Samaria, (Deut. ix, 21.) and ſay, Thy God, O Dan, 
liveth; that is, they ſhall worſhip and ſolemnly ſtwear by 
them; and the manner of Beer-ſheba liveth; that 7s, 
the way of worſhip uſed at Beerſſieba; even they (hall 
fall, and never riſe up again; they ſhall be utterly deſtroyed 


c the Aſyrians, 
REFLECTIONS. 


1. HEN a nation is ripe for ruin, it will come. 
W An awful idea is ſuggeſted (v. 2.) I will not 
paſs by them any more. Deſtruction is gradually advancing 
as fin increaſes, till at length it comes upon a country like 
a deluge. Every fin, every negle& of duty, haſtens on the 
dreadful criſis. As, therefore, we love our country and 

families, let us put away iniquity far from us. 
2. See the connexion there is between ungodlineſs and 
juſtice. It is a melancholy deſcription of the ſtate of this 
| people, that they kept the ſabbaths, new moons, and ſo- 
mn feaſts, only out of form and cuſtom ;' while they were 
weary of them, and really diſliked them : and this is the 
caſe of many ſtill; they had rather be in their ſhops, or at 
markets, purſuing their buſineſs, and getting money, than 
at the houſe and in the worſhip of God : their hearts are 
not in the reſt and work of the {ibbath. And what 1s the 
conſequence of this impiety ? they are unjuſt in their deal- 
ings, fraudulent in their commerce, oppreſſive to the poor; 
draw their riches out of the very bowels of their workmen 
and families; and care not what others ſuffer, ſo that they 
can get wealth, Many rich merchants, tradeſmen, and 
farmers are, it is to be feared, of this character; but /:: 
them not be deceived ;, for v. 7. the Lord hath ſworn by the 
excellency of Jacob, Surely I will never forget any of their works, 
He will avenge upon them the contempt of his day and 
| N wor ſhip, 


R 
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worſhip, and the contempt and cruelty with which they 
treat their brethren, 

3. We know that a famine of bread is bad; and are 
here taught that @ famine of hearing The word is much worſe. 
That is alſo the judgment of God, tho', it is to be la- 
mented, few people regard it as ſuch. It is dreadful to 
Voant bread and water; but to want the bread of life, and the 
Vaters of the ſanctuary, is really as much more dreadful, 
as the foul is more valuable than the body. And this 
= threatening ſhows what a value God puts upon his ordi- 
WE 'nances, and how highly thoſe who are favoured with them 
= ſhould value them. But, as when there is plenty of bread, 

ſo in plenty of ordinances, men are apt to be ſurfeited with 
them, and become weary. of them, to' diſcourage their 
= miniſters, and negle& their ſervices : and it is then juſt in 
= God to take them away, | 


— — — 
_— 1 * —— 


HAP. IX. 


The certainty of the deſolation of idolaters, and the reſtoring of 
the tabernacle of David, 


_ 1 SAW the Loxp ſtanding upon the altar at Bethel, 
_ in a warlike poſture, to deſtroy the idolaters and their 
idolatry: and he ſaid, Smite the lintel of the door, that 
the poſts may ſhake : and cut them in the head, all of 
them; ftrike them with a mortal wound ; and I will ſlay 
the laſt of them with the ſword : he that fleeth of them 
ſhall not flee away, and he that eſcapeth of them ſhall 
not be delivered; deſtrufion ſhall meet them when they 

2 think they have eſcaped. Though they dig into hell, into 
the grave, or the centre of the earth, thence ſhall mine 
hand take them; though they climb up to heaven, 10 
"the higheſt mountain, thence will I bring them down : 
3 And though they hide themſelves in the top of Car- 
mel, in the caves there, I will ſearch and take them out 
thence z and though they be hid from my fight in the 
bottom of the ſea, thence will I command the ſerpent, 
4 er ſome voracious fiſh, and he ſhall bite them: And 
3 though 
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though they go into captivity before their enemies, 
— will 5 — word, and it ſhall ſlay 
them; tl, having ſuffered ſome leſſer judgments, they may 
think themſelves ſafe, yet they ſhall not eſcape greater ones : 
and I will ſet mine eyes upon them for evil, and not for 

5 good. And the Lord Gop of hoſts [ is] he that toucheth 
the land, and it ſhall melt; he leaſt token of his diſplea- 
ſure puts all nature into confuſion ; and all that dwell 
therein ſhall mourn: and it ſhall riſe up wholly like a 
flood; and ſhall be drowned as [by] the flood of E- 
gypt ; heir deſtruction ſhall come like the overflowing of the 
6 Nile. [It is] he that buildeth his ſtories in the heaven, 
in the ſeveral regions of the air, one above another, where 
he lays up his. magazines of thunder, lightning, and hail, 
and hath founded his * or rather, his ftorehouſe, in 
the earth;* he that calleth for the waters of the ſea, and 
poureth them out upon the face of the earth; either in 
fruitful ſhowers or deſtrufiive torrents, according to his 
7 ſovereign will: The Logo [is] his name. [Are] ye 
not as children of the Ethiopians unto me, O children 
of Iſrael? faith the Lorp; have I any inducement to bear 
thus with the children of Iſrael? have I not reaſon to look 
them wii as much detęſtation, as ever I did on ac- 

curſed Ham and his poſterity ? Have not I brought up 
Ifrael out of the land of Egypt? and the Philiſtines 
from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir? do you think 
that becauſe I brought you from Egypt, I am ſtill obliged to 
bear with, and proteft you? have 1 not delivered other 
nations, and tranſplanted them into fertile countries, and 
yet puniſhed them ? particularly your neighbouring enemies 

' the Philiftines and Syrians ? and I ſhall now regard you no 
8 more than them. Behold, the eyes of the Lord Gop 
are] upon the finful kingdom of J/rael, and I will de- 

it from off the face of the earth; faving that I 

will not utterly deftroy the houſe of Jacob, ſaith the 
9 Lorn, For, lo, I will command, and I will fift the 
houſe of Iſrael among all nations, like as [corn] is 
ſifted in a ſieve, yet ſhall not the leaſt grain fall upon the 
earth; 


Probably this is an alluſion to repaRories in the lower 3 
of houſes, or to ſuch as were ſometimes digged in the fields, 
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earth; tho* I will thus mix the Iſraelites with - diſtant 
nations, yet the devout and faithful among them I will ſpare, 
ö and bring back by various deliverances to their own land. 
10 But All the finners of my people, they who are moſt 4 - 
4 cure and preſumptuous, ſhall die by the ſword, which ſay, 
The evil ſhall not overtake nor prevent us.—The pro- 
phet then concludes, as moſt of the prophets do, with a pre- 
diftion of the Meſfiah's kingdom, and the reſtoration of the 
__ family of David, in the perſon and kingdom of Chrife. 
11 In that day, in the time of the Maſſial, will I raiſe up 
—_ the tabernacle (here elegantly put for the kingdom or 
family) of David that is fallen, and cloſe up the breaches 
thereof; and I will raiſe up his ruins, referring to the 
* low ſtate of that family when Chriſt appeared, and I will 
= 12 build it as in the days of old: That they may poſleſs 
_ the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which 
are called by my name, faith the Loxp that doeth this; 
that heathen nations, and thoſe who are now the great- 
e enemies to God and his people, may be brought into the 
13 church. Behold, the days come, faith the Logo, that the 
A ploughman ſhall overtake, or rather, /hall meet, or draw 
near to, the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that 
ſoweth ſeed ; the harveſt and the vintage ſhall be ſo plen- 
_ tiful, that the gathering in ſhall laſt till ſeed time; and the 
mountains ſhall drop ſweet wine, and all the hills ſhall 
melt; the ſoil ſhall be made mellow and luxuriant, and the 
. mountains and the hills ſhall flow as it were with the abund- 
= 14 ance of wine produced on them. And I will bring again 
= the captivity of my people of Iſrael, and they ſhall. 
build the waſte cities, and inhabit [them ;] and they 
ſhall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they 
. ſhall alſo make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. 
15 And I will plant them upon their land, and they ſhall 

I no more be pulled up out of their land which 1 have 

given them, ſaith the Logp thy God. 

* The paſſage is quoted Ad, xv. 17. in the firſt council at 
Jeruſalem, as a proot that the gentiles were to be brought into 
the chriſtian church, that the reſidue of men may ſeek the Lord; 
ſo the LXX tranſlate and the apoſtles quote it. 

I Mr. Hzxxr juſtly interprets this of their converſion, but 
refers it to their being joined to the chriſtian churches where- 
ever 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1. E ſee how impoſſible it is for ſinners to eſcape 
the judgments of God. We have here a noble 


and folemn deſcription of his univerſal preſence, and irre- 


ſiſtible power, and of his determination to puniſh all his 
enemies, How dreadful then is the caſe of thoſe, who have 
the eyes of God againſt them for evil! There 1s no place to 
which they can eſcape from his notice, or where they can 
ſhun his avenging hand. Stand, therefore, in awe, and ſin 
not, 
2. We are here taught God's eſteem for his people, and 
the care which he takes of them. Tho' he may it them 
all nations, and bring diſtreſſing judgments upon 
them, he will not permit the leaſt grain to fall to the earth; 
not one of his faithful ſervants ſhall be loſt. He will de- 
fend them in the day of evil; or, if they ſuffer with others, 
they ſhall not be deſtroyed. His fan is in his hand, and he 
will throughly purge his floor; but the precious grain ſhall 
all be preſerved, | | 
3. Let us rejoice in the fulfilling of this prophecy. 


. God's name is called upon the heathen ; the kingdom of Chriſt 


is eſtabliſhed among them; and we in this nation have 
been led to ſeek the Lord, and are become a part of his 
people: and we ſee that there is ſtill hope concerning the 
reſtoration and converſion of the jews, Let it be our prayer 
that God would bring them into his church and tavour 
again, and give his Son the heathen fer his inheritance, and the 
uitermoſt parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion. | 


The 


ever they are diſperſed : whereas to me it ſeems very plain, from 
this paſſage, and many others, that they ſhall come to their own 
land, and then be converted, and never apoſtatize from God any 


more. 


- 


THE BOOK OF 


1 The Prophet O BA DIA H. 


\ 


n INTRODUCTION. 
» 77 E have no account of this prophet, nor of the time when 
4 he propheſied; probably it was juſt after the deſtruction 


d of Feruſalem by the Chaldeans. He is thought to have been con- 
iemporary with Jeremiah and Ezekiel, who foretold the fimilar 
Ga = de/trufion of the Edomites, or deſcendants of Eſau, on account 
„ their cruel inſult of. the Fews after their city was taken. The 
4 prophecy, according to Abp. UsnER, was fulfilled about five 
S, ears after the taking of Feruſalem by the Chaldeans. It is 
1 called a viſſon; but we have no account of any thing he ſaw , 
Ul BT: term may ſignißy any meſſage by a prophet. 
} WE 1 T H E viſion of Obadiah. Thus faith the Lord 
it Bl Gop concerning Edom; We have heard a 
2 | rumour from the LorpD, and an ambaſſador is 
is EE ſent among the heathen, Ariſe ye, and let us riſe up 
1c ga gainſt her in battle: he forces of the heathen are ſummon- 
= d to unite with each other and with God againſt Edom; a 
ur RE repreſentation, deſigned to encourage the Iſraelites, who were 
ic 2 now carried captive. Behold, I have made thee ſmall 
_ among the heathen : thou art greatly deſpiſed, notroith- 
ſtanding all thy pride and inſolence. 


The pride of thine heart hath. deceived thee, thou 
that dwelleſt in the clefts of the rock, whoſe habitation 
[is] high, in a rocky country and in fortified places, that 
faith in his heart, Who ſhall bring me down to the 

4 ground? Though thou exalt [thyſelf ] as the eagle, 
and though thou ſet thy neſt among the ſtars, thence 

5 will 1 bring thee down, faith the Loxp. If thieves 
came to thee, if robbers. by night, (how art thou cut 
off 


ne 
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off!) would they not have ſtolen till they had enough? 
if the grape gatherers came to thee, would they not 
leave [ſome] grapes? they would not have conſumed every 
thing ; if they had taken away the moſt valuable, they would 
have left ſomething ;, but thine enemies ſhall deſtroy what they 

6 cannot carry away, How are [the things] of Eſau 
ſearched out! [how] are his hidden things, lis rich 
7 treaſures, ſought up! All the men of thy confederacy 
have brought thee [even] to the border : the men that 


were at peace with thee have deceived thee, [and] pre- 


vailed againſt thee; hey went with thee to thy borders 40 
repel thy invaders, and then treacherouſiy forſook thee ;, ¶ they 
that eat] thy bread have laid a wound under thee ; have 
ſecretly and iy wounded thee, or laid a' ſnare for thee: 
8 [there is] none underſtanding in him. Shall I not in 
that day, faith the Lorp, even deſtroy the wiſe [men] 
out of Edom, who were famous for the wiſdom of their 
politicks, and N FI of the mount of Eſau ? 


g And thy mighty [men,] O Teman, ſhall be diſmayed, 
to the end that every one of the mount of Eſau may be 
cut off by ſlaughter. 


10 For | thy] violence againſt thy brother Jacob, hat is, 
the jews, who deſcended from Jacob, Eſau's brother, and 
becauſe thou waſt ready to'ſhare the plunder with their ene- 
mies, ſhame ſhall cover thee, and thou ſhalt be cut off 
for ever; accordingly, they never recovered the poſſeſſion 

11 of their country, Arabia Petræa. In the day that thou 

ſtoodeſt on the other ſide, in the day that the ſtrangers 
carried away captive his forces, and foreigners entered 
into his gates, and caſt lots upon Jeruſalem, even thou 
[waſt] as one of them, which was highly unjuſt and cruel, 


12 But thou ſhouldſt not have looked with delight on the 


day of thy brother in the day that he became a ſtranger ; 
neither ſhouldſt thou have rejoiced over the children of 
Judah in the day of their deſtruction; neither ſhoulcit 
thou have ſpoken proudly, inſolently triumphed over 
13 them, in the day of diſtreſs. Thou ſnouldſt nat have 


entered into the gate of my people in the Gay of their 


with de- 


calamity; yea, thou ſhouldſt not have 45 
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light on their affliction in the day of their calamity, nor 
have laid hands] on their ſubſtance in the day of their 

14 calamity ; Neither ſhouldſt thou have ſtood in the croſs 
way, to cut off thoſe that did eſcape, and fled; neither 
ſhouldſt thou have delivered up, or, fut up from any 
way of eſcape, thoſe of his that did remain in the day of 
* diſtreſs, who had eſcaped the Chaldean ſword and rage. 
15 For the day of the Lorp [is] near _ all the hea- 
WE - then: as thou haſt done, it ſhall be done unto. thee : 
thy reward ſhall return upon thine own head,. and others 


1 5 16 Hall rejoice in thy calamity. For as ye, my people, have 


drunk upon my holy mountain of the cup of affliftion, 
- [6] ſhall all the heathen drink continually, yea, they 
. ſhall drink, and they ſhall ſwallow down the very dregs, 
and they ſhall be as though they had not been; hey 
_ /ll be quite deſtroyed. | 
17 But upon mount Zion ſhall be deliverance, and there 
5 ſhall be holineſs; and the houſe of Jacob ſhall poſſeſs 
their poſſeſſions; ie captives ſhall return, be cured of 


1 18 their idolatry, and be holy, ſafe, and happy. And the 


houſe of Jacob ſhall be a fire, and the houſe of Joſeph 
a flame, and the houſe of Eſau for ſtubble, and th 
ſhall kindle in them, and devour them; and there th 


not be [any] remaining of che houſe of Eſau; for the 


19 Lokp hath ſpoken [ire] And [they of ] the ſouth ſhall 
9 poſſeſs the mount of Eſau; and | they of ] the plain the 
Philiſtines : and they ſhall poſſeſs the fields of Ephraim, 
and the fields of Samaria : and Benjamin (ſhall poſſeſs] 
| Gilead ; thoſe who return from Babylon ſhall extend them- 
. ſelves every way, and Benjamin ſhall extend his border quite to 
20 Gilead beyond Jordan. And the captivity of this hoſt of the 
OY children of Iſrael [ſhall poſſeſs] that of the Canaanites, 
wage unto Zarephath ; and the captivity of Jeruſa- 
em, which [is] in Sepharad, ſhall poſſeſs the cities of 
Vor. VI. Aa | the 


This was fulfilled when John Hyrcanus one of the Macca- 


bees, a governor of the Jews, conquered the Edomites, and obliged _ 
wem to become Jews, or to leave their country, ſo. that they were 


quite ſwallowed up. Joszravs's Antiq. I. xiit, c. g. 1 v. 
- Mace. X. | . 
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the ſouth ; ' thoſe wwho' were captives among the Canaanites 
ſhall poſſeſs the country of the Canaanites, and thoſe whom 
the Edomites had enſlaved ſhall poſſeſs the cities of their 

21 maſters.” And ſaviours, the Maccabees, ſhall come up 

on mount Zion to judge the mount of Eſau; and the 
kingdom ſhall be the Loxp's; probably meaning, that 
God ſhall proſper the affairs of the Jetus, and enable them 10 
extend their borders; he will raiſe up ſome noble perſons, who 
fall conquer Samaria and the Edomites : but ſome under- 
ſtand all theſe vel ſes, as referring to the ſucceſs of the 
goſpel, and the acceſſion of the heathen to the chriſtian 
church, even thoſe that had been its bittereſt enemies. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. N E E how neceſſary it is to guard againſt pride; to 


which the calamity of Edom was owing. Th 
thought themſelves wiſer than other nations, eſpecially than 


the Iſraelites whom they hated ; and imagined themſelves 
quite ſecure in their ſituation, wiſdom, wealth, and allies; 


but all diſappointed them; and their pride, which led them 
to this confidence, deceived and deftroyed them. Let us 


watch narrowly againſt a vice to which we are ſo prone, 
and which is ſo diſpleaſing to God, and therefore ſo hurtful 


to ourſelves. He that exalteth himjaf ſhall be abaſed, but he 


that humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted. 


2. Obſerve how highly God reſents the behaviour of 
thoſe who rejoice in the calamities of others, Of this the 


Edomites were peculiarly guilty toward Iſrael. They were 


lad to have a rival brother brought down, and triumphed 
in his humiliation ; but this was the higheſt cruelty to 3 
(adding aſfliction to the affiified) and an affront to God and 
his providence, They ſhould have pitied, ſheltered, and 
relieved them, and thus have prepared for their own ap- 
proaching troubles, Even 10 lock withi pleaſure on the ſuf- 
ferings of others, tho' we do not add to them, is highly 
proveking to God, and he may ſoon put into our hands a 

itterer cup than ever they drank. Let us watch —_ 


d See LowTn's Com. in loc. 


4 
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all inhumanity, rejoice with them that rejoice, and weep with 


them that 1 
3. God's deſign in delivering his people is, that they may 


be holy, v. 17. This is the end aimed at in temporal deliver- 
ances; but eſpecially in our great ſalvation by Chriſt, and 
the eſtabliſhment of his kingdom; and it becomes thoſe - 
who have been delivered out of the hands of their enemies, 


human, or infernal, to ſerve God in IN and righteouſneſs 
before him all the days of their lives. 


A 2 2 The 


The Book of the Prophet JON AH. 


INTRODUCTION. 


. F ONAH was a ngtive of Gath-hepher, in Galilee, and an 
eminent type of our Saviour's reſurrection, Matt. xii. 37, 
40. He is the moſt antient of all the prophets ; he lived in the 
reign of Feroboam, above eight hundred years before Chriſt, See 
2 Kings xiv. 23—25. 


A. 


CHAPTER I. 


In which we have @ command to Jonah to go and reprove 
Nineveh, but thro fear he fleeth to Tarſhiſh; he is thrown 
into the ſea, and ſwallowed by a fiſh. 


the ſon of Amittai, ſaying, Ariſe, go to 
Nineveh, that great city,* and cry againſt it, 

foretell the judgments coming upon it; for their wick- 
3 edneſs is come up before me. But Jonah roſe up to 

5 flee unto Tarſhiſh * from the "preſence of the Loxo, 
| and went down to Joppa z and he found a ſhip going 

to Tarſhiſh : ſo he paid the fare thereof, and went 
down into it, to go with them unto Tarſhiſh from the 

' preſence of the Lorp ; not from his eſſential preſence, that 
was impoſſible, but from the Shekinah, imagining perhaps 
' that the prophetic inſprration would not follow him out of 
& Canaan c N 


: — 25 N OW the word of the Loxp came unto Jonah 


4 But 


* Nineveh was about nineteen miles long and eleven broad; 
antient, and now in its glory. 

bd The word Tarſhiſh may fignify any maritime place of trade, 
tho” it is generally ſuppoſed here to mean Tarteſſus in Spain. 

© The miſſion was diſagreable, the journey was long and hazard- 
ous. Perhaps he thought that they might repent and be forgiven, 
and that then he might be branded as a falſe prophet; or, 
that the king of Afſyria 7 deſtroy him; in all this he 
ſhowed great want of faith reſignation to God, 
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4 But the Lorp ſent out a great wind into the ſea, 
and there was a mighty tempeſt in the ſea, ſo that the 
5 ſhip was like, or ſuppoſed, to be broken. Then the 
mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his 
and caſt forth the wares that [were] in the ſhip 
into the ſea, to lighten [it] of them, But Jonah was 
ou down into the fides of the ſhip, into the hold; and 
e lay, and was faſt aſleep; %% the moſt guilty per ſon, 
he was the leaſt affeFed, as is tos commonly the caſe ; ſuch is 
6 the deceitfulneſs and ftupifying tendency of fin. So the ſhip 
maſter, or pilot, came to him, and faid to him, What 
meaneſt thou, Oſleeper ? ariſe, call upon thy God, if ſo 
be that God will think upon us, that we periſh not; 
tio“ a heathen, he ſpeaks of one God as ſupreme, confidering 
7 others as mediators only. And they faid every one to 
his fellow, Come, and let us caſt lots, that we may 
know for whoſe cauſe this great and uncommon evil 
[is] upon us.“ So they caſt lots, and the lot fell 
8 upon Jonah. Then ſaid they unto him, Tell us, we 
pray thee, for whoſe cauſe this evil [is] upon us; 
What [is] thine occupation? and whence comet thou? 
what [1s] thy country? and of what people [art] thou? 
9 And he faid unto them, I [am] an Hebrew; and I 
fear the Lorp, the God of heaven, which hath. made 
the ſea and the dry [land;] I ſerve and wor/Aip Jeloval, 
10 the only Creator and Lord of all things. Then were the 
men exceedingly afraid, and ſaid unto him, Why haſt 
thou done this? what @ heinous crime is it to fly from that 
great God whom thou doſt worſhip, and owneſt as the creator 
and governor of all things? For the men knew that he 
* from the preſence of the Lok b, becauſe he had told 

m. | | 
11 Then faid they unto him, What ſhall we do unto 
; "AA | I thee, 
4 This ſhows a ſtrong impreſſion of a particylar providence; 
they thought ſome god had raiſed the ftorm, and raiſed it for 
the puniſhment of the fins of ſome one in the ſhip, and were 
perſuaded that the lot would fall upon the guilty. N 
Seeing him to be a perſon of a grave, decent appearance, 
they could hardly ſuf] him of doing evil, therefore they deſired 


to know it from himſelf : they ſ altogether like men affright · 
ed and in confuſion. * a 
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thee, that the ſea may be calm unto us? wi/fhing to do 
nothing without the conſent of ſo confiderable a perſon, whom 
they could not but reverence: for the ſea wrought, and 

12 was tempeſtous. And he ſaid unto them, probably by 
immediate inſpiration, Take me up, and caft me forth 
into the ſea; ſo ſhall the ſea be calm unto you: for I 1 
know that for my ſake this great tempeſt [is] upon 

13 you: @ moſt generous confeſſion and propoſal, Neverthe- 

leſs the men rowed hard to bring [it] to the land; but 
they could not: for the ſea wrought, and was tempeſt- 

14 uous againſt them; it raged with greater force. Where- 

fore they cried unto the Lorp, unio Jehovah, Fonah's 
God, becauſe they knew he brought the tempeſt, and con- 
fidered Fonah as his ſervant and prophet, and ſaid, We 
beſeech thee, O Lok, we beſecch thee, let us not 
2 for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent 
lood : for thou, O Lox, haſt done as it pleaſed 

15 thee; we are adding by thy command. So they took up 

Jonah, and caſt. him forth into the ſea : and the fea 
ceaſed from her raging, which /howed that they had done 

16 right. Then the men feared the Loab exceedingly, 

and offered a ſacrifice unto the Lok, and made vows; 
they were convinced of his power and greatneſs, and vowed 

1850 ſacrifice to him when they came to land. 

17 Now the Los p had prepared a great fiſh to ſwallow 
up Jonah; his was probably a ſhark, for the throat of a 
whale is not large enough to ſwallow a man, and there are 
no whales found in the Mediterranean ſea. And Jonah 

was in the belly of the fiſh three days and three nights; 
that 1s, part of three natural days; he was thrown out of 
the ſhip perhaps in the evening, continued the following day 

alive, by @ miracle, and was thrown up the next morning. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. O W much need have we to guard our hearts, 

leſt we diſobey the commands of God. Jonah 
fled to avoid the execution of his orders, and terrible 
means were uſed to bring him back. His diſobedience was 
indeed peculiarly inexculcable, conſidering his . of 


od, 


\ 
God, the diſcoveries made to him, and the honour confer. 
red upon him. The heathen ſailors juſtly reproached him, 
Let us reverence the authority of God, and cheerfully obey. 
all his commands; not fearing any conſequences while en- 
gaged in his work. Wi. cannot fly from his preſence z, and if 
ue outrun his work, we only run upon our own ruin. 

2. See the ſtrength of the principles of religion in the 
minds of theſe heathens. They conſidered ſtorms as com- 
ing by the appointment of their gods; ſaw the reaſonable- 
nefs of praying to them; and called upon Jonah to addreſs 
his God : they thought that the judgment was ſent for ſome 
heinous fin; they had a clear idea of an overruling provi- 
dence in diſpoſing of lots; and were fearful of contra&- 
ing the guilt of ſhedding innocent blood. All theſe were 
the dictates of reaſon and natural conſcience; and it is to be 
lamented that ſo few chriſtians, with their clearer light and 
greater advantages, believe, ſo as to act upon theſe im- 
© Portant principles, 

3. See the amazing power of God a diſplayed in theſe 
ſcenes. He can command and raiſe the ſtormy winds, and 
bid them ceaſe; and can rule the raging of the ſea. He 
prepared a fiſh to ſwallow Jonah, and kept him alive for ſo 
many hours in its belly. It becomes us exceedingly to 
fear this great Being, who made the ſea, and the dry land, 
and does according to his will with the elements and inha- 
bitants of both, 

4. The circumſtances of Jonah lead our thoughts to the 
death, burial, and reſurrection of Chriſt. Juſt as long as 
Jonah was in the belly of the fiſh, ſo long was Chriſt in the 
grave. Matt. xii. 40, From thence he aroſe, as much 
unexpected by his enemies, as Jonah was from his moving 
grave; and as Jonah's deliverance confirmed his authority 
as a prophet, ſo Chriſt was declared to be the Son of God 
with power, by his reſurrefion from the dead; and it therefore 
becomes us to hear and obey him in all things. 
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| CAA IF . 
The prayer of Jonah, and his delivery from the belly of the fiſh ; 
finding himſelf alive, and preſerved in ſo extraordinary a man- 
ner, where; without @ miracle, he would have been imme- 
 Giately ſuffocated, he drew encouragement to pray and hope. 


1 HEN Jonah prayed unto the Logo his God 
2 out of the fiſh's belly, And ſaid, hat is, theſe 
were the workings of his mind, and the ſubſtance of hit 
thong its, during his confinement ; | cried by reaſon of 
mine affliction, or, out of mine affii ion, unto the L,orp, 
and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, hat 
, the grave, or pit, in which he ſeemed to be buried alive, 
3 [and] thou heardeſt my voice, For thou hadſt caſt me 
into the deep, in the midſt of the ſeas : and the floods 
compaſſed me about: all thy billows and thy waves 
ed over me; applying to himſelf the words of David, 
Pſalm xlii. 7. David uſed them figuratively, but Jonah 
4 Hkiterally, Then 1 faid, I am caſt out of thy fights 
den I was firſt thrown out I was diſpirited; yet I will 
5 look again toward thy holy temple.” The waters com- 
paſſed-me about, [even] to the ſoul : the depth cloſed 
me round about, the weeds were wrapped about my 

6 head. I went down to the bottoms of the mountaihs; 

I feem buried, as nuch as if 1 had been under the higheſt 
mountain; the earth. with her bars [was] about me for 
ever; humanly ſpeaking, there was no hope of reſtoration : 
yet haſt thou brought up my life from corruption, or 
deſtruftion, O Lord my God; I had confidence in thy 
7 mercy that thou wouldſt do ſo. When my ſoul fainted 
within me, I remembered the Lorp: and my prayer 
came in unto thee, into thine holy temple; I had a 

8 comfortable aſſurance that my prayer was heard, They 
that obſerve lying vanities forſake their own mercy; 

| referring 

f The Iſraelites, when abroad, uſed to pray with their faces 
toward the temple; but as Jonah could not tell, in his ſituation, 
which way Jeruſalem lay, he could turn his thonghts thither ; or 
perhaps he may refer to God's temple in heaven; his meaning 


certainly is, I will pray, and hope to find mercy. A glorious 
triumph of faith, confidering his preſent circumſtances | 


referring perhaps to idvlaters in general, or to the mariner: 
calling GT his god; or rather, to his own folly in diſ- 
9 obeying the command of Jehovah, But I will ſacrifice 
unto thee with the voice of thankſgiving ; I will pay 
[that] that I have vowed z being ftrongly perſuaded that I 
fhould be delivered, I not only reſolved to praiſe God, but 10 
go thry* Jeruſalem in my way to Nineveh, and there ſacri- 
Ace to the Lord. Salvation is] of the Logp ; it is all io 
be aſcribed to him. | 
10 | And the Load ſpake unto the fiſh, he made ſuck an 
' impreſſim upon it, as diſpoſed it ta d what he intended, and 
it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land ;] or, ſa near 
the ſhore that he could reach it without danger. 


REFLECTIONS 


1. FR OM this 5 5 we may infer the i 
and neceſſity of prayer. Happy was it for Jonah 
that he had been uſed to this work ; and had treaſured up in 
his memory many of David's devout ſentiments and ex- 
reſſions, ſeveral of which he adopts in this ſhort addreſs. 
We may” be in circumftances and ſituations where we cau 
have no one to pray for us; it is therefore very deſirable 
that we ſhould be accuſtomed to addreſs God ourſelves, 
and have a ſtock of pious thoughts and expreſſions in our 
minds; and eſpecially to have he word of God dwelling in us 
richly ; which 1s the beſt guide and help in prayer, 

2. Here is great encouragement to humble penitents to 
pray and hope, even when in circumſtances of the deepeſt 
diſtreſs, and into which they have brought themſelves by 
their fins. _ In any place, and when no human help or 
hope is near, they may look up and addreſs themſelves to 
God, Tho? their ſouls faint,» and are ready to deſpair ; yet 
ſtill let them remember the Lord, and come boldly to the 
throne of grace, Jonah's acceptance and deliverance ſhow 
us both the power and mercy of God, and that he is near to 
the ſouls that ſeck him. DE OO 
3. They that obſerve lying vanities forſake their own mercy, 
v. 8. This is true not only of idolaters, but of all that for- 
ſake God, The honours, the poſſeſſions, the pleaſures of 


the 


the world, yea, every thing which they purſue to the neglect 
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of him, is @ Hing vanity; it will deceive and diſappoint their 
expectations. Whatever happineſs men ſeek for in ſinful 
courſes, they run upon their own miſery, God alone is 
able to help and ſupport, and to be a ſuitable portion for 
the ſoul; and all that forſake him act contrary to their 
comfort and intereſt, as well as their duty. 

4. God's delivering goodneſs ought to be thankfully 
acknowledged. When he has wrought out deliverances 
for us, or for thoſe who are dear to us; eſpecially in cir- 
cumſtances when we are ready to deſpair of relief, it is our 
evident duty to ſacrifice to kim with. the voice of thankſotving : 
and if, in our diſtreſs, we made vows of gratitude and bet- 
ter obedience, let us be careful 40 pay what wwe have vowed. 
Let us love God better, and love prayer better ; and /ive 
to hum wwho is the God of our ſalvation, and to whom belong the 


Iſſues from death, 


CHAP. III. 


Fonah is ſent again to the Ninevites; and upon their Fepentance, 
God ſpareth them. 


"> ND the word of the Loro came unto Jonah 


the ſecond time, and it was a great favour 
to be employed again after his former diſobedience, ſaying, 


2 Ariſe, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach 


unto it the preaching that I bid thee; in the words that 

I fhall bid thee when thou comet thither ,, words probably in- 
tended to convince them of their great wickedneſs, to inform 
them of God's diſpleaſure, and of the vengeance coming upon 

3 them: So Jonah aroſe, and went unto Nineveh, according 
to the word of the Lon D. Now Nineveh was an exceed- 
ing great city of three days' journey; near ſixty miles round. 

4 And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, 
about twenty miles, which was a day's journey for a man on 
foot: he began at the gate of the city, and he cried aloud, 
and ſaid, Yet forty days, and Nineveh ſhall be over- 
thrown ; that is, by ſome immediate judgment. He fixes 
the time, that there might appear ſomething more — | 

| | nary 
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dinary in the meſſage, and to give them ſpace to repent 3 
his own extraordinary deliverance led him boldly to declare 
this meſſage ; this was his text, which he probably enlarged J 

upon, ſo as fully to diſplay their fin and danger; and his 1 
being a Hebrew might make his meſſage the more regarded. 

5 So the people of Nineveh believed God, were fully 
perſuaded of the truth of what Jonah delivered to them from 
God, the? we read of no miracle wrought by him, nor is it 
probable (as ſome have ſuppoſed) that any of the mariners | 
ſhould have informed the Ninevites of the miracle wrought | 
for him, and proclaimed a faſt, and put on ſackeloth | 
from the greateſt of them even to the leaſt of them ; 
they faſted to add fervency to their prayer, and joined with ; 
this, ſackcloth, to teſtify their humiliation, and the king 

6 himſelf ſet them @ good example. For word came unto 
the king of Nineveh, and he aroſe from his throne, | 
and he Taid his robe from him, and covered [him] with | 
ſackcloth, and fat in aſhes; he put on the habit of a mourn- 

7 ing penitent. And he cauſed [it] to be proclaimed and 
publiſhed m Nineveh by the decree of the king 
and his nobles, ſaying, Let neither man nor beaſt, herd 
nor flock, taſte any thing : let them not feed, nor drink 

water; that the hearts of the people might be affected by the fi 

8 crying of their cattle : But let man and beaſt be covered . 

# with ſackcloth, as hor/es are ftill ſometimes put into mourn- 
ing at the funerals of officers, &c. and cry mightily unto 
God; pray earneſtly for pardon, when judgment is ſo near : 
yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and 
from the violence that is] in their hands; let them for- 
ſake all fin, eſpecially violence, injuſtice, and oppreſſion, 
(which were their reigning fins) and pratiiſe honeſty and 
charity ; giving this remarkable reaſon for the command; 

9 Who can tell [if] God will turn and repent, and tur 
away from his fierce anger, that we periſh not ? | 

10 And his was all that the light of nature could teach them 

' but Jonah probably gave them more encouragement, by 
aſſuring them of pardon , the happy conſequence of this was, 
that God faw their works, that they turned from their | C. 
evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had | 4 
ſaid that he would do unto them; and he did ſit] not; = 
g he l 


— 
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diſpleaſed with them, and will execute vengeance on thoſe 


us then Aumble ourſelves under his mighty hand, and ſeek his 


ways; that he may put away the evil of his own doings, and 
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tz not only ſaw their humiliation and faſting, but their 
works; he ſaw that they were true penitents ; he changed his 
purpoſe when they changed their behaviour, and the execu- 
tion of the threatening was ſuſpended ; but, about a hundred 
years after this, having returned to their wickedneſs again, 
the city was taken and deſtroyed, as Naum and Zephaniah 
| foretold. | 
REFLECTIONS. - 


[ E have here- another remarkable proof of the 
divine diſpleaſure againſt fin, eſpecially the fins 
of injuſtice and oppreſſion. Theſe are crimes which the 
light of nature might have taught heathens to avoid, and 
are peculiarly inexcuſable in Chriſtians, God does not in- 
deed ſend any prophets to warn us againſt them; but he 
teacheth us by his nature, (his moral perfections and pro- 
vidence) by his word, and 5 8. by this ſtory, that 
when he beholds violence and oppreſſion, he is hig 


who practiſe them. ; 
2. See the neceſſity of humiliation and prayer, in order 
to obtain the favour of God. It is our duty, as ſinners, 
and as part of a ſinful nation, to bewail our own and others? 
fins, and to cry mightily to God as thoſe who are in earneſt, 
for his forgiveneſs and favour, If we do not ſee the evil 
of ſin, and our danger of deſtruction by it, and ſtir up cur- 
ſelves to call upon God, we act worſe than thoſe heathens 
did. If we do not believe God when he threatens to de- 
ſtroy the impenitent, we are more ſtupid than they. Let 


face, that we may da the day of wrath. 

3- If ve are defirous that our prayers ſhould be accept- 
able; we muſt reform what is amiſs in our lives; not only 
bft up our hands unto God, but turn from the violence that is 
in them. The exhaortation here is excellent. Let every one 
turn; not blame one another, but each look to his own 


even the ſins of his heart; for if we regard iniquity in our 
hearts, the Lord will not hear us. | 
| | 4. This 
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4. This ſtory gives all true penitents great encourage- 
ment to hope for mercy. N we had no further ground of 
hope than the Ninevites had; if it was only a who can tell, 
it would be our wiſdom and duty to repent, and turn to | 
God, But their deliverance, and many other hiftories and mf 
promiſes in God's word, aſſure us, that there is forgiveneſs 

- with him. Let his goodneſs lead us to repentance. May it 
never be ſaid of us, as our Lord faid of the jews, Matt. | 
xii. 41. The men of Nineveh ſhall riſe in judgment with this | 
generation, and ſhall condemn it, becauſe they repented at the 
preaching of Jonas, and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here: | 
words ſtill more alarming to us as chriſtians ; may they be 
deeply impreſſed on our hearts, 
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4 CHAP. IV. 
Jonah, for repining at God's mercy, is reproved by the type of | 


a gourd. | 
I UT it diſpleaſed Jonah exceedingly, and he was 
very angry; he ſhould rather have rejoiced in this great = 
mercy z but a ſelfiſh concern for his credit as a prophet vexed 
2 him. And he prayed unto the Lozp, and ſaid, I pray Hf 
thee, O Lok, [was] not this my ſaying, when I was = | 
yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tar- 1 
ſhiſh; pleading this as an excuſe for his former diſobedience, 
I thought that thou wouldſt pardon them, and that I ſhould 4 
be regarded as a falſe prophet, that when I came back 
again it would be ſaid, I was not ſent becauſe Nineveh was | 
not defiroyed: for I knew that thou [art] a gracious | 
God, and merciful, flow to anger, and of great kind. * 
neſs, and repenteſt thee of the evil; the proclamation of X 
3 God's name to Moſes, Therefore now, O Lok, take, | 
I beſeech thee, my life from me; for {it is] better for 
me to die than to live. | 
4 Then faid the Logp, Doeſt thou well to be angry? 
is there any juſt reaſon for it ? is it decent, or proper? | 
5 So Jonah went out of the city, rather, was gone out, ; —_- 
and fat on the eaſt fide of the city, and there made =_— 


—— — - 
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him a booth, and ſat under it in the ſhadow, till he 
might ſee what would become of the city; he made 
an arbour of the boughs of trees, and ſat there ta obſerve 
the event, but the leaves of his arbour quickly withered, 
6 And therefore the Lord Gop prepared a gourd, or plant, 
and made [it] to come up over Jonah, that it might 
be a ſhadow over his head, to deliver him from his 
grief; to ſhelter him from the heat, which added to his 


| | vexation. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd ; 
lb the plant coming up in a miraculous manner made it more 
"Si 7 agreeable, , But God prepared a worm when the morn- 


ing roſe the next day, and it ſmote the gourd that it 

z | 8 withered. And it came to paſs, when the ſun did ariſe, 
= that God prepared a vehement, or rather, a ſtill or filent 
| eaſt wind, which, by coming over the burning ſands which 

lay to the eaſt of Nineveh, became very ſultry ;, and the ſun 
beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and 
wiſhed in himſelf to die, and ſaid, [It is] better for me 

9 to die than to live. And God faid to Jonah, Doeſt 
thou well to be angry for the gourd, or plant ? Is it 

_ right thus to perſiſt in thy impatience, notwithſtanding thy 
former puniſhment and my kindneſs ? And he faid, | do 
well to be angry, [even] unto death; hat is, to be 
angry as long as I live, yea, to break my heart with anger. 
From this event, God graciouſly argues with him concern- 
10 ing Nineveh. Then ſaid the Loxd, Thou haſt had 
pity on the gourd, for the which thou haſt not laboured, 
neither madeſt it grow which came up in a night, and 
periſhed in a night: thou thinkeſt it a pity that jo beauti- 
ful and comfortable a plant ſhould be ſo ſoon deſtroyed, and 
11 thou wouldſt have had it ſpared: And ſhould not I ſpare 
Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than fix- 
ſcore thouſand perſons that cannot diſcern between their 
right hand and their left hand; and [alſo] much cat- 
tle? that is, ſo many children under two years old; from 
whence it is probable that there were fix hundred thouſand 
human creatures in the city; and the innocent chilaren, 
and the cattle would all have been involved in the common 
deftruttion. This large city had been long in building, and 

the inhabitants long in rearing ; the gourd Tame up in a 


night, 
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night, and periſhed in a night ; but the inhabitants of the 

City are immortal creatures; and ſhall I not much more ſpare 
them? A forcible argument this, to bring him to conſidera- 
tion and repentance ; and probably it had this effett, ih it 
is not mentioned. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. E are here taught the folly and wickedneſs of a 
fretful, paſſionate ' diſpoſition ; and what ab- 
ſurdities it runs men into. No doubt Jonah encouraged the 
Ninevites to repent by the hope of pardon on repentance, 
yet he was angry with God for ſparing them tho? penitent; 
he was pleaſed with his gourd, (a very trifling accommoda- 
tion) and then mad with vexation that he had loſt it. See 
into what folly and impiety unbridled paſſions lead men. 
They led Jonah to wiſh the deſtruction of a great city, to 
2 with God, and to defire to die himſelf. Had God 
ent a mortal diſeaſe upon him, he would probably have 
recalled his wiſh, and have deſired to live. And certainly 
his temper was a very unfit one to appear- in before God, 
How much corruption may remain in the hearts of God's 
ſervants, and how careful ſhould perſons of warm paſſions 
be, to bridle their tongues, and rule their ſpirits. 

2. The queſtion which God put to Jonah, is very proper 
for all, in many circumſtances, to put to themſelves, eſ- 
pecially thoſe who are naturally haſty. © Do thou well to be 
angry ? is there a ſufficient reaſon why thou art ſo ſoon and 
ſo long angry? is it right and commendable ? canſt thou 
approve it in cooler moments? will God excuſe it ?? Let 
us put ſuch queſtions to ourſelves, as often as we find angry 
paſſions rifing, and eſpecially be careful that we are never 
3 with God fre taking away any of our comforts 
(which are but gourds) and particularly when he is pleaſed 


to ſhow mercy to penitents, tho? it ſhould be to our preſent 
diſadvantage, To be angry at the repentance and ſalvation 
of others, is the very eſſence of the Devil's temper. On 
the whole, let us take the greateſt pains to preſerve our 
minds calm and unruffled, and to be well pleaſed with what- 


ever God does. | 
3. Let 
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3. Let us admire and adore the wonderful tenderneſs 
and compaſſion of God: that he ſhould condeſcehd to 
reaſon with this fooliſh, paſſionate man, inſtead of taking 
away his life, as he madly defired. Obſerve the kind re- 
gard of God to little children; and let parents take en- 
couragement from it to hope for his mercy to their 
offspring; eſpecially whea they are removed before they 
become capable of knowing good and evil. His concern 
for the cattle fil further ſhows his tender mercy. God 
would not have the cattle, much leſs the children, and 
much leſs ſtill fo many thoufands of reaſonable creatures 
deftroyed, to indulge a fretful prophet. They were in- 
finitely more valuable than his gourd. Let this goodneſs 
of God engage us 10 fear him, and hope in his mercy; who 
is long ſuſfermy even to his enemies, and to his perverſe 
children, and not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
Should come to repentance. 
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THE BOOK OF 


The Prophet MI C AH. 


| INTRODUCTION, | 
THE prophet Micah lived at the ſame time with Iſaiah 
and Hoſea. He prophefies concerning Iſrael and Fudah ; 

he reproves both of them for their fins, with great warmth and 
indignation ; foretells their ſeveral captivities ; and, for the 
comfort of the pious in each, delivers many things concerning the 
Meſſiah : his incarnation ;, the place of his birth ; his offices ; 
and the happineſs and glory of his church, after triumphing over 
her enemies, in the latter day. His ſtile is nervous and conciſe ; 


ſometimes obſcure, but generally animated and poetical, 12 


N e eg 


CHAPTER I, 


Micah in this chapter ſhows the wrath of God againſt Iſrael and 
Judah for idolatry, and exhorts to mourning. 
I = HE word of the Lorp that came to Micah 


the Moraſthite in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, 

[and] Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he 

ſaw concerning Samaria and Jeruſalem ; the two king- 

doms of Iſrael and Judah, of which Samaria and Jeruſalem 
were the capitals. 

2 Hear, all ye people; hearken, O earth, or land, 

and all that therein is: and let the Lord Gop be wit- 

neſs _ you of the faithfulneſs with which I have 

warned you, and the obſtinacy with which you rejett my 

meſſage, even the Loxp from his holy temple z that is, 

3 from heaven, For, behold, the Lord cometh forth 

out of his place, and will come down, and tread upon 

the . 3 of the earth; he will ſhow his diſpleaſure 

Vol., VI. B b againſt 


a Dr, Sur H. 


SOT... eK 
againſt your fortifications, by throwing them down, or 
4 againſt the idolatry prafiſed in high Places. And the 
mountains ſhall be molten under_ him, as when he ap- 
peared in terror at mount Sinai, and the valleys ſhall 
be cleft, as wax. before the fire, fand] as the waters 
5 [that are] poured down a ſteep place. For the tranſ- 
ion 74 acob [is] 7 all ths and for the fins of the 
ouſe of 1570 What [is] the tranigreſſion of Jacob ? 
is it] not Samaria? and what [are] the high p laces of 
Judah? . they] not Jeruſalem ? the chief 2 F 
Weir wit eqneſs is, the il example of their capital cities, 
6 and the prifitts thert. Therefore I will make Samaria as 
an heap of the field, [and] as plantings of a vineyard; 
like the hillocks on which vines are planted,” and which in a 
few years art dug up and levelled ; — is, it all be utterly. 
9 the ian; and I will pour don the ſtones 
into the valley, and I will fliſcover the founda- 
— ——— „ 1g Bees" . hill upon which Samaria 
7 was built. And all the graven images thereof ſhall be 
beaten to pieces, and all the hires thereof, what they 
devoted to their 'idols, or imputed to them as their gifts, 
ſhall be burned with the fire, and all the idols thereof 
will 1 lay deſolate : for ſhe gathered [it] of the hire of 
an harlot, and they ſhall return to the hire of an harlot ; 
8 their Mall go to enrich idolatrous nations. There- 
fore I will wail and how! like a mourner, I will go 
a 4 and naked, without an upper garment: I will 
* e 2 wailing like the dragons, or foxes, and mourn- 
ing as the * or ef which make a fearful, farieks 
* 2 . > as if they were in the greateſt agonies.” 
9 For her and fle * for it is come unto Ju- 
dah, he is 7 unto the gate of my people, [even] to 
* Jeruſalem; à predittion 0, the fiege of Jeruſalem by Sen- 


io. . Declare ye [it] not at Gath, ye not at all, /: 
, Dedue yo hear, and > IP in the ho . 


a phrah roll thyſelf, i — the duſt, bke deep MOourners. 
11 P e ye — TS inhabitant of Saphir, having thy 
ſhame nak ed, that is, in all the confuſion and dir g of 

captives: 


» Sce Pococxs in loc, 
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captives: the inhabitant of Zaanan, in the tribe of Judah, 
came not forth in the mourning of Beth-ezel; à place 

near Feruſalem ; each ſhall have ſo much to do for their own 
ſecurity, that they cannot help ons another; he ſhall receive 
of you his ſtanding ; each ſhall ſee ow what footing he 
12 flande, by obſerving what befalls his neighbour.” For, or, 
 - althe” the inhabitant of Maroth waited carefully for 
good: but evil came down from the Loxp unto the 
13 gate of Jeruſalem: O thou inhabitant of Lachiſh, (rhe 
* Fr town which Sennacherib attacked, 2 Kings xviii: 14.) 
bind the chariot to the ſwift beaſt : ſhe [is] the begin- 
ning of the fin to the daughter of Zion; was firſt per- 
verted to idolatry in the time of the Judges; Lachiſh is 
another name for Dan, where one of the calves was ſet up: 
for the tranſgreffions of iſrael, the idolatry and other fins. 
14 of the ten tribes, were found in thee. Therefore ſhalt 
thou give preſents to Moreſheth-gath, hire awviliaries 
from the Philiſtines + the houſes of Achzib [ſhall be] a 
lie to the kings of Iſrael ; all the people thereof ſhall prove 
People of Achzib, that is, 5 and deceitful to all that 
15 truſt in them. Yet will 1 bring an heir unto thee, 
O © inhabitant of Mareſhah, a ſtranger, an enemy, who 
ſhall poſſeſs thee he ſhall come unto Adullam the glory 
of Iſrael; or, the glory of Iſrael ſhall come to Adullam ; 
that is, their armies ſhall be glad to hide themſelves there. 
16 Make thee bald, and poll thee for thy delicate children, 
as mourners for thy children, who ſhall ſuffer great hard- 
ſhips; enlarge thy baldneſs as the eagle when he ſheds his 
Fame for they, 2% children, are gone into captivity 

m thee. 


REFLECTIONS... 


1. T T becomes all to pay the moſt ſerious attention to 
the word of the Lord : not only to the Bible, but 


to what his miniſters ſay, as far as that is agreeable to it. 
They have the ſame demand to make, as in v. 2. Hear, all 
Ye people. All are required to hear, for all are equally con- 
cerned, . God's authority extends to all alike. He is a 
witneſs of the fidelity and earneftneſs with which his meſ- 
| B b 2 ſages 
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ſages are delivered, and will be a ſwift witneſs in the day of 
judgment againſt thoſe who will not hear them. Let us 
ſeriouſly think of this, when going to the: houle of God, 
and when hearing his word there. 1 

2. See how cautious perſons in the higher ranks of life 
ſhould be of their conduct, v. 5. The country followed 
the example of the city. When the heads of a town, a 
congregation, or family, are corrupt, or allow themſelves 
in what is evil, their inferiars will be likely to follow their 
example, and to do as bad as probably worſe. 
Superiors therefore have great need of caution, and ſhould 
ſe ſelf· denial, that they may not enſnare others, and 
acceſſury to their ſin and ruin. 

3. Obſerve how our hearts ſhould be affected with the 
ſins of others. The prophet here laments them, and the 
calamities which they brought upon his country, with the 
deepeſt mourning. This he did from a principle of piety 


and humanity; and to excite the people to a juſt ſenſe of 


their danger, ſo as to lead them to repentance. But at the 
ſame time that we mourn for the fins of others, (eſpecially 
of God's profeſſing people) let us not publiſh their fin and 
__ * ell it not in yr 455 the profane triumph; leſt 
igion be reproached, others take ment N 
2 F 
and then we may hope for his grace to bring them N 
pentance; at leaſt this pious 2 increaſe our 
ane , ie. 7 


f 


ee 1 x 
rn 


This chapter relates chiefly to Ijratl; is tonfains a denunciation 
againſt oppreſſion; 4 lamentation , a reproof of mmjuftice and 
TI) and a promiſe of riftering Jacob,” © 

OE to them that deviſe i iniquity, and work evil 
vpon their beds when the morning is light, 
they practiſe it, becauſe it is in the power of their 
; hand, 'and they think they have a right to do tohat they can. 
5 And they covet fields, (pd take [them] by violence wy 


= 


— 
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and houſes, and take them] away: ſo they oppreſs a 
man and his houſe, even a man and his heritage; his 
3 houſes and lands, ſo that his heirs are impoveriſhed. There- 
fore thus faith the Logp ; Behold, againſt this family, 
or nation, do I deviſe an evil, from which ye ſhall not 
remove your necks ; neither ſhall ye go haughtily : for 
this time [is] evil; hat is, 4 calamity which. will bow 
you down, and which, haughty as you are, you cannot 


ſhake off. | 
4 In that day ſhall [one] take up a parable againſt 
you, an uncommon and ſtriking ſpezch, and lament with a 
doleful lamentation, and] fay, We be utterly ſpoiled : 
he hath changed the portion of my people, and given it 
to other poſſeſſors: how hath he removed [it] from me 
5 turning away he hath divided our fields. Therefore thou 
ſhalt have none that ſhall caſt a cord by lot; whereas your 
country uſed to be wo 7 to adjuſt the diviſion of the 
tribes, now it ſhall be divided among ſtrangers, in the con- 
6 gregation of the Load. Propheſy ye not, [ſay they 
to them that] propheſy : they ſhall not propheſy to 
them ; their fins ſhall be their puniſhment, will no 
longer reprove and expoſtulate with them; ¶ that] they 
ſhall not take ſhame; or rather, for he ſhall remove from 
himſelf reproaches ; as if he had ſaid, The true prophet will 
ſubjett himſelf to publick diſgrace by exerciſing hus office.* 

O [thou that art] named the houſe of Jacob, is the 
ſpirit of the Logo ſtraitened? [are] theſe his doings ? 
is he grown ſevere and cruel ? does he delight in. theſe 
things ? do not my words do good to him that walketh 
uprightly ? if men behave well, they have nothing to fear 
from my words, but they will be comfortable to them; in- 

8 ſtead of threatenings, they will be meſſages of peace. Even of 
late my people is riſen up as an enemy; referring to the 
invaſion of Fudah by Pekah king of Tjrael : ye pull off the 
robe with the garment, that is, the upper and under garment, 
from them that paſs by ſecurely as men averſe from war; 

9 ye plunder thoſe that are peaceable, and not in arms, The 
women of my people have ye caſt out from their plea- 
ſant houſes; from their children have ye taken away my 

| B b 3 glory 
© See Bp. NzwTox in loc. 
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glory for ever; ye have taken women and children captive, 
10 and ſold them fo. ſlaves into idolatrous countries. Ariſe 
ye, and depart ; for this [is] not [your] reft : becauſe 
it is polluted, it ſhall deſtroy [you, ] even with a ſore 
deſtruction ; your land fhall caſt you out, as you have taken 
11 and ſold them, If a man walking in the ſpirit and falſe- 
hood, do lie, [faying,] 1 will propheſy unto thee of 
wine and of ftrong drink; he ſhall even be the prophet 
of this bh hes i if a mes thing is het of 
falſeed, 2 4 man . wind, puffed up with enthuſiaſtical con- 
ceits, without a divine — yea, if a man/of an 
abandoned character, who will get drunk with thoſe to whom 


he prophefies; if fuch a one will forutell peace and plenty, 
4 and deſpiſe and hate my true pro- 


I will ſurely aſſemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I will 
": Hoods gather the remnant of Iſrael; I will put them 
together as the ſheep of Bozrah in Edom, nated for fine 
paſtures,'as a flock in the midſt of their fold: they ſhall 
male great noiſe by reaſon of [the-multitude of] men; 
13 as a miullitude of ſheep do, when driven 10 the fold. The 
breaker is come up befofe them; à pioneer ſhall go 
before them 40 clear the way: they have broken up, and 

have paſſed through the gate, and are gone out by it: 
and their king ſhall paſs before them, and the Loxo 
on the head of them; God will mate a plain way for 
_ their ſettlement ;, he will. go before, to guide and protet? 
them; probably referring 10 __ re: them by the 

| Meſſiah and their believing i in him 


EE the natural and common of wicked- 
| neſs,” in this ln love of money. They firſt 
coveted riches ; then deviſed miſchief, in order to acquire 
them; then were eager in the purſuit of them ; they roſe 
early in the morning to accompliſh their deſigns ; at len 
covetouſneſs baniſhed all compaſſion, and led them to in- 
juſtice, violence, and oppreſſion, till they ſtopped at nothing 
ta get wealth, that they could do with lafery to —— 


/ 
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And this is ſtill the uſual courſe of every vice, eſpecially 
of avarice; and it is juſt in God to take away the houſes 
and eſtates which are ſo gotten, At leaſt he will in right- 
eouſneſs deviſe final evil againſt the covetous, the unjuſt, 
and the cruel, | 5 e 
2. We may judge of men's characters by the manner in 
which they behave to God's miniſters. Thoſe that would 
filence, or that deſpiſe and light faithful miniſters; that hate 
plain and faithful preaching, and love that which ſoothes 
them, or which, by dealing only in generals, never gives 
their conſciences any alarm in their evil ways, are in reality 
wicked hypocrites. If they walked uprightly, they would 
have nothing to fear from the word of God; and would 
value thoſe miniſters moſt, who moſt faithfully declared the 
* Whole caunſel of God. To the truly upright his word ſpeaks 
nothing but comfort and encouragement. 
3. Thoſe who deprive men of their liberty and religious 
advantages, take away their greateſt glory, v. 9. Let 
ents eſteem theſe the glory of their children; and en- 
deavour, for the ſake of their poſterity, to ſupport the 
liberties of their country, and thoſe religious ſervices and 
forms of adminiſtration, which they think beſt adapted to 
promote the knowledge and piety. of their offspring, Let 
parents ſeriouſly conſider, that if they marry their children 
to thoſe who have no religion, or only a form of godlineſs; 
or put them to be ſervants to ſuch, in order, as they think, 
to increaſe their wealth and honour, they take away what 
God reckons their glory ; and that, it may be, for ever: 
ſo that their children, and their children's children, may be 
eternal ſufferers by their covetouſneſs and folly. In all 
ſuch caſes, let the good of their children's fouls be firſt 
. conſulted, and then they may hope that they will inherit 
a glory which will laſt for ever, 
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In jhis chapter the prophet inveighs with great boldneſs and 

againſt the princes and prophets of Judal; and 2 the 

Leuch of Jeruſalem, as the conſequence of their "—_ 
The laſt verſe is cited by Feremiah, ch. xvi. 18. 


1 ND I faid, Hear, I pray you, O heads of Ja- 
cob, and ye princes of the houſe of Iſrael; [Is 
it] not for you tq know judgment ? may it not be an 
ed from you? are you not mexcuſable if it is otherwiſe ? 
2 Who hw the good, and love the evil; who pluck off 
their ſkin from off them, and their fleſh from off their 
3 bones; Who alſo eat the fleſh of my people, and flay 
their ſkin from off them ; and they break . bones, 
and chop them in pieces, as for the pot, and as fleſh 
within the caldron ; figurative expreſſions of the greateſt 
4 oppreſſion and cruelly. Then ſhall they, thoſe rich and 
cruel oppreſſors, cry unto the Logp, but he will not 
hear them: he will even hide his face from them at 
that time, as they have behaved themſelves ill in their 
„ Ik ; as they have ſhowed no Pil, they, ſhall find none. 
Thus faith the Lozp concerning the prophets that 
F ds my people err, that bite with their teeth, and 
cry, Peace; and he that putteth not into their mouths, 
they even prepare war againſt him; who, if they are not 
in a luxurious manner, declare vengeance on thoſe who 
reſuſe 10 ſupport them, or bring them into trouble 2 
6 — bo Therefore night {ſhall be] unto wh. — 
ye ſhall not have a viſion; and it ſhall be dark unto 
you, that ye ſhall not vines and the ſun ſhall go 
don over the prophets, and the day ſhall be dark 
over them; they ſhall live to ſee their own prophecies con- 
futed,, and dreadful calamities come upon their country, 
7 Then ſhall the ſeers be aſhamed, and the diviners con- 
founded: yea, they ſhall all cover their lips with part 
of their garments, lite mourners, or perſons under diſgrace 
and dejeftion ;, for [there is] no anſwer of God. 
8 But truly 1 am full of power by the ſpirit of the 
_ Logp, and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto 


Jacob 
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Jacob his tranſgreſſion, and to Iſrael his fin ; ſuch is the 
contraſt between me and theſe falſe prophets, that I am not 
aid to deliver my meſſage, however diſagreeable, Hear 

is, I pray you, Je heads of the houſe of Jacob, and 

' princes of the houſe of Iſrael, that abhor judgment, and 
10 pervert all equity. They build up Zion with blood, 
and Jeruſalem with iniquity ; they pretend to increaſe the 
national wealth by ſlaying the innocent, and are really de- 
ftroying the fate by the very means they uſe to ftrengthen it. 

11 The beads thereof judge for reward, and the prieſts 
thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine 
for money ; all their leaders are mercenary, the judges take 
bribes, and the priefis ſalaries, tho" otherwiſe well provided 
for by the law : yet will they lean upon the Lorp, and 
ſay, [Is] not the Lonp among us? none evil can 
come upon us; becauſe of their profeſſion, their temple, 
12 and ordinances, they think themſelves ſecure. Therefore 
ſhall Zion for your ſake be ploughed [as] a field, and 
Jeruſalem ſhall become heaps, as it aFually was when 
deſtroyed by the Romans, and the mountain of the houſe 

as the high places of the foreſt, hat is, overgrown with, 


graſs and buſhes. 
REFLECTIONS, 


wh us again reflect on the vengeance of God 

againſt oppreſſive and cruel people, Surely theſe 
are ſins peculiarly provoking, when there are ſuch repeated 
threatenings againſt them. Troubles ſhall come upon 
them, and they ſhall find no redreſs: as they regarded not 
the cry of the poor and the oppreſſed, fo God will not re- 
gard their's, If men behave ill in their doings, they muſt 
expect to fare ill; for the righteous Lord will not ſuffer 
the unjuſt and cruel to go unpuniſned. 

2, See how boldly good men will ſpeak and act, when 
the Spirit of God influences them. The judges, prieſts, 
and prophets of Iſrael, were mean, mercenary, and un- 
juſt. But Micah had wiſdom to diſcern truth and falſe- 
hood; courage to declare God's judgments againſt finners ; 
and feared not the face of the greateſt of them, The Spirit 


of 
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894 
of the Lard gave him inen. It is very needful for 
miniſters, eſpecially in a corrupt generation, when the 
leading men of a * ſet them bad examples, to maintain 
this ſpicit: and it - ſhould be our fervent prayer, that it 
may be poured out abundantly upon all chriſtian miniſters, 
that men may be brought to {ce their tranigreſſions, and be 
led to repentance. 
3. Ham common, and yet how ſhocking is it, to ſee 
the moſt wiaked men truſting to their external privileges. 
Thoſe infamous men in v. 11, cried, I not the Lard among 
none evil can come upon us. So it is now; ſome of t 
vileſt perſons boaſt of their chriſtian name, their relation to 
the church, and their zeal for it; and truſt in thoſe privi- 
leges for ſalvation which will only aggravate their ruin. Let 
us beware of this fatal error. It is to be feared that ſome 
among us build upon as falſe a bottom, as any of theſe 
wicked jews did But all who lan upon the Lor. without 
having real holineſs, will certainly be diſappointed in their 
expectations; and the greater their confidence is, the 
greater wall be their ſhame and ruin. | 


— — — * „ Py 1 — 2 


CHAP. TV. 


The 7 vg in this chapter foretells the glory, peace, and eftab- 
h/hment of the Means kingdom, and the final triumph of 
13 church over all its enemies. 
UT in the Jaſt days, in the time of the Meſſiah, it 
ſhall come to pos [that]. the mountain of the 
ouſe of the Lozp Fal 10 elbe in the top of 
*% mountains; as the temple was built on a mountain, 
| fo the church hall be eftabliſhed on Hill ſurer grounds; 
_ (ſee Iſaiah ii. 2.) and it ſhall be exalted above the 
hills; and people ſhall flow unto it; it ſhall become 
2 conſpicuous, and the heathen ſhall be brought unto it, And 
many nations ſhall come, and ſay, as the jews were uſed 
to do at their ſolemn feaſts, Come, and let us go up to 
the mountain of the Lon, and to the houſe of the 
God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and 
| | | we 


i 


we will walk in his paths: for the law ſhall go forth of 
Zion, and the word of the Lonxo from Jeruſalem, 
3 And he ſhall judge among many people, and rebuke 
ſtrong nations afar off; hat is, he will bring them under 
the diſcipline of his word or judgments ; and they ſhall beat 
their {words into ploughſhares, and their ſpears into 
pruning hooks : nation ſhall not lift up a ſword againſt 
nation, neither ſhall they learn war any-more ; referrin 
to the univerſal peace when Chriſt was born, or to the Ng. 
diſpoſition which the goſpel will produce in the latter day. 
4 But they ſhall fit every man under his vine and under 
his fig tree; and none ſhall make [them] afraid; every 
man ſhall ſecurely enjoy huis poſſeſſions : for the mouth of 
5 the Logp of hoſts hath ſpoken [it.] For all peo- 
ple will walk every one in the name of his god, as 
idolaters now da, and we will walk in the name of the 
Load our God for ever and ever; we will regard the 
authority and glory of Fehouah only, and that for ever. 
6 In that day, faith the Lozp, will I aſſemble-her that 
halteth, and I will gather her that is driven out, and 
her that I have afflicted ; I will recover the jews from their 
7 diſperſed, afflifted condition; And I will make her that 
halted a remnant, and her that was caſt far off a ſtrong 
nation; a part of them ſhall be preſerved, in whom the 
future defigns of my providence ſhall be accompliſhed : and 
the Lord ſhall reign over them in mount Zion from 
8 henceforth, even for ever. And thou, O tower of the 
Mock, O Jeruſalem, the ſtrong hold of the daughter of 
Zion,“ unto thee ſhall it come, even the firſt dominion, 
equal to Dawid's and Solomon's; the kingdom. ſhall come 
to the daughter of Jeruſalem, % now in an afflied late. 
9 Now why doſt thou cry out aloud ? [is there] no king in 
thee ? is thy counſellor periſned? for pangs have taken 
thee as a woman in travail; .probably referring to the can- 
10 tivi of their - kings, juſt before their own. Be in pain, 
and labour to bring forth, O daughter of Zion, like a 
woman in travail: for now ſhalt thou go forth out of 


a” 


* The tower of the flock, or the tower of Eder, was a place 
near Bethlehem, where the ſhepherds uſed to keep watch in the 
midſt of a large plain; here put for Jeruſalem, to intimate that 


Cod would protect his people and feed them there. 
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the city, and thou ſhalt dwell in the field, and thou 
ſhalt go [even] to Babylon; there ſhalt thou be deli. 
vered; there the Lord ſhall redeem thee from the 
hand of thine enemies ; you have reaſon to be in pangs, 
for you ſhall be led out of your capital, and carried captive to 
Babylon; but from thence I will deliver you. | 
11 Now alſo many nations are gathered againſt thee, 
that ſay, Let her be defiled, and let our eye look upon 
Zion, let it delight itſelf with beholding their calamities 
referring to the attempt of Sennacherib; he and his army de. 
fred to ſee that city deſtroyed, wwhich was the head quarters 
12, of the religion which oppoſed their idolatry. But they 
know not the thoughts of the Lorp, neither under. 
ſtand they his counſel ; the purpoſe of God to deſtroy Sen- 
_  nacherib's army : for he ſhall gather them as the ſheaves 
13 into the floor. Ariſe and threſh, O daughter of Zion: 
for I will make thine horn iron, and I will make thy 
hoofs braſs: and thou ſhalt beat 'in pieces many peo- 
ple: and I will conſecrate their gain unto the Loxo, 
and their ſubſtance unto the Lon of the whole earth; 
ton ſhalt trample on thine enemies with as much eaſe, a: 
the ox treadeth out the corn, and take their ſpoil, and dedi- 
Cate it to the temple of the Lord; which we have reaſon 10 
believe Hezekiah did, | 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, MIDST the confufion of the nations, we have 
reaſon to rejoice that the goſpel has been and will 
be in the world. Tho? Jeruſalem is ruined, and 
the jews diſperſed, yet the church of God is ſtill ſupported 
in one form and place or another. It went out from Zian, 
and, from a ſmall beginning, became great. Let us attend 
to the hints of duty here given us; let us invite one ano- 
ther 10 go up to the houſe of the Lord, to worſhip him; and 10 
learn his ways. Let us be united in theſe religious exer- 
ciſes ; and engage in them with a determination to walk in 
God's ways; elſe all our worſhip and pretences to ſerve 
him will be reckoned hypocritical. | 
2. Let the incurable ſuperſtition of others, lead us 4 
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be reſolute in the pure worſhip and ſervice of our God. 
All people are fond of the religion of their fathers; who- 
ever or whatever is their god, they will walk in his name, 
v. 5: And ſhall they be ſo reſolute in walking in the ways 
of their falſe gods, and ſhall not we walk in the name of 
Jehovah our God for ever? Let us be careful to learn his 
name; engage in his ſervice upon ſerious examination, and 
then be fteady in his work; reverencing his authority, 
governing ourſelves by his law, and doing this for ever and 
ever. We ſhall never find a better maſter, a more pleaſant 
ſervice, or a greater reward. | OW 

3. Let us learn from the example of the Iſraelites, 
v. 13. to confecrate our gain to Cad; remember, that he is 
Lord of the whole earth, who has a right to every thing we 
have. To his bounty and bleſſing we owe whatever we 
acquire. We are but ſtewards, — as ſuch, accountable 
to him for our gain; and therefore it ought to be employ- 
ed for him, made ſubſervient to his glory, in ſupport- 
ing religion and Coing geac to others; by providing for 
the welfare of their bodies and ſouls. Then it will be 

ecrated to the Lord, made holineſs to him; and with ſuch 
ſacrifices he will be well pleaſed, | 


—— 


P — T ——— 
134 U rod KA. . 
The birth and kingdom of Chriſt are here foretold, and his 
complete conqueſt over all his adver ſaries. 

I OW gather thyſelf in troops, O daughter of 
troops ; now let the Aſſyrian army be led on with 
all 4s troops : he hath laid fiege againſt us; we have ſeen 
their encampments : they ſhall ſmite the judge of Iſrael 
with a rod upon the cheek ; they have treated Hezekiah 
in the moſt contemptuous manner, nevertheleſs they ſhall be 
2 defiroyed, and Jeruſalem ſhall ftill continue. But thou, 
Beth-lehem Ephratah, [though] thou be little among 
the thouſands of Judah, yet] out of thee ſhall he 
come forth unto me [that is] to be ruler in Iſrael ; he 
Meat ſhall be born there, and that ſhall make it famous; 
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her fon, and the goſpel has been preached : then 
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whoſe goings forth [have been] from of old, from ever- 

3 laſting laſting ; who — * before. his incarnation. There. 

fore, or nevertheleſs, will he give them, I/ael, up for a 

© ſeaſon, until the time [that] "ſhe which travaileth hath 

forth; till the virgin mother hath wins, aw 

rem. 

nant of his brethren, Chriffs people in every nation, ſhall 

return unto the ren , gau "be 
united to the believing jew | 

4 And he ſhall Rand and feed in the ſtrength of the 

Loxp, in the majeſty of the name of the Loxp his 

© God; and they ſhall abide; his churen hall be ſafe and 

fecure under his protection: for now ſhall he be great unto 

5 the ends of the earth. And this [man] ſhall be the 

when the Aﬀyrian ſhall come into our land; 

referring to the latter day, and to the attack that ſhall be 


made on the jews after their converſion and reſtoration; the 


Aſſyrian being put as & common name for any implacable 
enemy: 24 when he ſhall tread in our palaces, then 
ſhall we raiſe againſt him ſeven ſhepherds, and eight 
principal men; a competerit number of confiderable per. 
6 ſons, who hall deliver us from our enemies. And they 
ſhall waſte the land of Aſſyria with the ſword, and the 
land of Nimrod in the entrances, or froniters, thereof, 
where the ſtrongeſt 2 are uſually placed: thus ſhall 
he deliver [us] the Aſſyrian, when he cometh 
into our land, and when he treadeth within our bor- 

7 ders. And the remnant of Jacob ſhall be in the midſt 

of many people as a dew from the Lox, as the ſhowers 
upon the graſs, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth 
for the ſons of men; as e of dew, which ts not 
the effett of human thought and induſtry, refreſhes the earth, 
Jo the converted jews ſhall be a bleſſing to all about themi, be 
inſtruments of bringing into the * the remaining uncon- 
verted gentiles, and of reviving the chriſtian cauſe. — But 
they ſhall be terrible to their enemies. 

8 And the remnant of Jacob ſhall be among the gen- 
tiles in the midſt of many people as a lion among the 
beaſts of the foreſt, as a young lion among the flocks 
of ſheep: who, if he 36 e, both endet _ 


Wee at 


er- and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver ; all who, 
re- from enmity to the goſpel; confederate againſt them, Hall 
4 9 find them uncongucrable, and be ruined by. them, Thine 
th hand-ſhall be lifted up upon thine adverſaries, and all 
th 10 thine enemies ſhall be cut off, And it ſhall come to 
m. | 2 in that day, faith the Loxp, that I will cut off thy 
all orſes out of the midſt of thee, and I will deſtroy thy 
be _ chariots ; I will bring thee to an entire dependence upon me, 
| 11 and thou ſhalt no more truſt in prohibited aids: And I will 
he ceut off the cities of thy land, and throw down all thy 
his ſtrong holds ; thou ſhalt not truſt even in thy fortifications, 
d 12 but it God lumſelf, who will fully ſecure thee: And I will 
to ceeut off witchcrafts, or, thy ſorcerers, out of thine hand; 
he 13 and thou ſhalt have no [more] ſoothſayers: Thy 
13 graven images alſo will I cut off, and thy ſtanding 
be images out of the midſt of thee; and thou ſhalt no 
the 14, more worſhip the work of thine hands. And I will 
ble pluck up thy groves out of the midſt of thee : ſo will 
en 15 i deftroy thy cities, or rather, thine enemies. And 1 
ht will execute , vengeance in anger and fury upon the 
r. . .; heathen, ſuch as they have not heard; or, who have not 
ey ' hearkened unto me : the meaning is, they ſhall become entirely 
he obedient to God, truſt in him alone, and be delivered from 


= 


REFLECTIONS, 
1. E T us regard the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the in- 
ſtructive view here given of him. An illuſtrious 
prophecy, which has been moſt exactly accompliſhed. Let 
us reflect upon his high original; honour him as the Son 
of God; reverence his authority, as the ruler of Iſrael, and 
the ſhepherd of his people; who feeds, inſtructs, and protects 
them; Let us commit ourſelves to his care, ſubmit to his 
laws, and truſt in his power and grace to ſave us. 
2. Let us reflect on the ſecurity of his church. He is 
its peace; when enemies riſe, he will raiſe up ſhepherds to 
| | %k defend 
„Their converſion is here deſcribed by their renouncing all 
kinds of idolatry, becauſe then they were much addicted to it; 
tho they are not now, 
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defend it. It ſhall abide, notwithſtanding all attempts to 
deftroy it; and ſpread to the ends of the earth; both jews 
and heathens ſhall be brought into it. Let our faith receive 
and rejoice in theſe promiſes; and let them animate our 
prayers, and our endeavours to advance his intereſt, | 
3. See what a bleſſing lively chriſtians are to the places 
in which they live, v. 7. They refreſh and make fruitfu] 
thoſe about them. Their attempts to do good are vigorous 
and extenfive; their exhortations, prayers, and examples, 
make them publick bleſſings. But ſtill it is the power and 
grace of God that make their attempts ſucceſsful. In his 
ſtrength let us exert ourſelves to do good, and to promote 
the ſalvation and Same of all eo" us. 

4. See the ſad conſequences of oppoſing and defpifi 
the goſpel. In what awful words — od — ho 
determination to puniſh thoſe who do fo, v. 15. Iwill exe- 
cute vengeance in anger and fury upon thoſe, who, after ſo 
many wonderful events in the converſion of the jews, 
will not hear. And ſuch, and even more ſevere, will be 
the puniſhment of thoſe under a chriſtian name, who 
have been educated in the principles of the goſpel, who 
have it preached to them, and who profeſs to believe it, 
and yet will not hear, that is, will not obey it. The om- 
niſcient, almighty, holy Lord God, is not to be trifled 
with ; and from a d of his-wrath, and a defire of his 


favour, let every, ſoul hear, and be obedient. 


—— — | S — — 
CHAP. vi. | 


The prophet here returns io ſpeak of his own times, and relates 
+ God's controverſy for unkindneſs, ignorance, injuſtice, and 
idolatry. : : 

1 EAR ye now what the Lonp faith; Ariſe, 
contend thou before the mountains, and let the 


- 


2 hills hear thy voice. Hear ye, O mountains, the 
Lorp's controverſy, and ye ſtrong foundations of the 
earth; the hills and the mountains are addreſſed to reprove 
the flupidity of the people: for the Logo hath a pens 
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verſy with his people, and he will plead with Iſrael; 
he will argue the caſe with them, and convince them of the 

3 equity of his judgments. O my people, what have I done 
unto thee ? and wherein have I wearied thee ? teſtify 
againſt me ; what injuſtice or grievances have you to com- 

© 4 plain of? For I brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the houſe of ſervants; 
and I ſent before thee Moſes, Aaron, and Miriam he 

5 propheteſs. ( Exod. xv. 20.) O my people, remember 
now what Balak king of Moab conſulted, and what 
Balaam the ſon of Beor anſwered him from Shittim 
unto Gilgal, from the encampment at Shittim, (Numb. 

xX. 1.) on the way to that of Gilgal, (Joſhua iv. 19.) 
that ye may know the righteouſneſs of the Logo; or, 
that train of providences which attended the Iſraelites from 

* their laſt encampment on the other fide Jordan, to their 
taking poſſeſſion of Canaan; particularly, their paſſing over 
Jordan; taking Jericho; renewing the covenant of circum- 
cifion, and dividing the land. — T he people, alarmed by this 

repreſentalion, enquire, 

6 Wherewith ſhall I come before the Logo, [and] 
bow myſelf before the high God ? ſhall I come before 
him with, burnt offerings, with calves of a year old ? or 

7 does he expect a more coſtly ſacrifice * Will the Lorp be 
pleaſed with thouſands of rams, [or] with ten thouſands 
of rivers of oil? oil attended their meat offerings : ſhall I 

give my firſt born, the deareſt of my offspring, | for] my 
tranſgreſſion, the fruit of my body | for] the ſin of my 

8 ſoul ? *—The prophet anſwers, He hath ſhowed thee, O 
man, by reaſon and conſcience, and his written law, what 
[is] good; and what doth the Logp require of thee, 
but to do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk hum- 
bly with thy God ? in theſe he takes pleaſure, and with- 

9 out theſe the moſt coſtly ſacrifices will be deteſted. The Lokp's 

voice crieth unto the city Jeruſalem; and [the man of ] 

wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name, /hall learn what thou art: 
hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it. 
Vol. VI. 4 Tf 


It is well known, that the Phœnicians, and their deſcendants 
the Carthaginians, ſacrificed their children to Saturn, and ſome 
of the idolatrous Jews and Iſraelites imitated the horrid practice. 
Bp. Nzwcout, 
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10 yon ſee not the cauſe of your calamity, it is this; Are 
| there yet the treaſures of wickedneſs in the houſe of the 
wicked, and the ſcant ee is] abominable? 

theſe are not put away, notwithſtanding all the remonſtrances 
| 11 of the prophets. Shall I count [them] pure with the 
wicked balances, and with the bag of decertful weights ? 

12 For the rich men thereof are fall of violence, and the 
| inhabitants thereof have ſpoken lies, and their tongue 
1 13 [is] deceitful in their mouth. Therefore alfo will I 
3 "HS make [thee] fick in ſmiting thee, in making [thee] de- 
_ folate becauſe of thy fins; I will give thee enough of ſuch 

F' wicked practices; I will cauſe thee ta waſte away like a man 
=E 14 ina conſumption. Thou ſhalt eat, but not be ſatisfied, 
: | thou ſhalt be diſappointed in thy expectations; and thy caſting 
3 don [ſhall be] in the midſt of thee, hy calamities ſhall 
\ . _ ariſe from thyſelf; and thou ſhalt take hold of thy wives, 
| _ _ © ehuldren, and ſubſtance, but ſhalt not deliver; and [that] 

? 15 which thou delivereſt will I give up to the ſword. Thou 
ſhalt ſow, but thou ſhalt not reap ; thou ſhalt tread the 
olives, but thou ſhalt not anoint thee with oil; and 


#3 15 ſweet wine, but ſnalt not drink wine; tis ſhall make 
= | | ii diſappointments the more grievous. 
= 16 And the chef cauſe of all this is thy idolatry; For the 


ſtatutes of Omri are kept, and all the works of the 
houſe of Ahab, and ye walk in their counſels ; you learn 
wickedneſs from the Iſraelites ; that I ſhould make thee a 
defolation, 'and the inhabitants thereof an hifling ; you 
aft as if you defigned to provoke me to deftroy you: there- 
fore ye ſhall bear the reproach of my people; that is, 
. worſe reproach and greater puniſhment than any other 


REFLECTIONS. 


. 1. QE E how inexcuſable fin againſt God is. He may 
| ; plead with all the children of men, and with us 


in particular, as in v. 3. O my people, what have I done unto 
thee, and wherein have I wearied thee? J. eſtify againſt me. We 
have no reaſonable objections to make againft his laws and 
inſtitutions; no good reaſon to deſert or negle& his fer. 
WY Vices ; 
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vices; eſpecially when we refle& on his favours to us; how 
he hath delivered us from ſpiritual bondage by Chriſt, and 
given us teachers of his will, To which may be added, our 
national deliverances and bleſſings; all of which are intend- 
ed to lead us to the knowledge of his righteouſneſs, faith- 
fulneſs, and goodneſs, and thereby to repentance and obe- 
dience. - When God pleads with men, they cannot anſwer 
for one fin in a thouſand : the only way to be ſafe and happy, 
is to make up the controverſy. And we learn, 

2. How this is to be done. It is an important enquiry, 
v. 6. Wherewith ſhall I come before the Lord? how make my 
peace with him, and obtain his favour ? with what temper 
and in whoſe name, ſhall I approach him? Let us guard 
apainſt truſting in inſufficient means, or hypocritical pro- 
miſes, Men will generally part with their ſubſtance, yea, 
with their children, rather than with their beloved luſts. 
God, in much kindneſs, hath ſhown us what is good, viz. to 
do juſtly, to uſe no violence, oppreſſion, or deceit in our 
dealings; fo praiſe and love mercy, and to be humble before 
Ged, that is, to ſubmit to his laws and the appointments of 
his providence which, to us who have the goſpel, includes 
receiving Chriſt, and ſubmitting to God's righteouſneſs in 
him. It is thus alone we can hope for his favour. 

3. We are taught the deſign of affliftions, and how care- 
ful we ſhould be to comply with it. They are the rod of God, 
there is a voice attending them : they teach us many im- 
portant truths, which are explained by his word and miniſ- 
ters, Let us from all learn God's name, that is, his nature 
and will, He appoints the rod; let us attend to the admo- 
nitions and cautions which it gives; and ſee his hand, and 
regard his deſign in every affliction. By this ſhall we ſhow 
that we are truly wiſe, and ſhall improve in wiſdom, 

4. It will be no excuſe for men's diſobedience to God, 
that they follow the cuſtoms of the age, of the great, or 
the wealthy. Iniquity was eſtabliſhed in Iſrael by law, was 
countenanced by the houſe of Ahab, that is, by the royal 
family and courtiers : yet, being contrary to the law of the 
Moſt High, it brought deſolation upon the people. Let 
us ſtudy what the will of God is; not what others practiſe. 
Let thoſe who make a ſolemn profeſſion of religion be 
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= eſpecially careful that they be not led away by evil cuſtoms 
35 and faſhions; if they are, they will bear the reproach of God's 

b people, that is, greater ſhame and puniſhment, than if they 
had never known his ways, or profeſſed to walk in them. 
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CHAP. VI.. 


The church, complaining of her ſmall number, and the general 
corruption, putteth her confidence, not in man, but in God. 


I OE is me! for I am as when they have ga- 

| | thered the ſummer fruits, as the grape glean- 

1 ings of the vintage: [there is] no cluſter to eat: my 
1 ſoul deſired the firſt ripe fruit; I am as à poor hungry man 
| come into a vineyard, who finds nothing to eat, no gleanings 

e 2 left : for The good [man] is periſhed out of the earth: 
and [there is] none upright among men : they all lie in 

. wait for blood: they hunt every man his brother with 
A net, as they do wild beaſts. 


Ty 3 That they may do evil with both hands earneſtly, the 
| | prince aſketh, and the judge [ aſketh] for a reward; and 


the great man, ] who wiſhes to gain his cauſe againſt his 
honeſt neighbour, he uttereth-his miſchievous defire : ſo 


fi they wrap it up; wine it together, like a threefold cord, 
\ EE." 4 and ſo ſupport their injuſtice and violence. The beſt of 
38 | them [is] a brier : the moſt upright [is ſharper] than a 
7 thorn hedge ; he that has any thing to do with them will 


= | © ſuffer by them: the day of thy watchmen, the day that 

thy watchmen or prophets have foretold, [and] thy viſita- 
2 tion cometh ; now ſhall he their perplexity. 

: 5 Truſt ye not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a 

| guide, h pretends to affiſt you : keep the doors of thy 

mouth from her that lieth in thy boſom ; tat is, from 

*B thy wife, for, ſuch is the univerſal degeneracy, that even ſhe 

; . 6 will betray her huſband. For the ſon diſhonoureth the 

| father, the daughter riſeth up againſt her mother, the 

| daughter in law againſt her mother in law; a man's 


T9 enemies [are] the men of his own houſe ; a paſſage ap- 
* plied by our Lord to the jews in his time, Matt. x. 33, 36. 
| | . 7 Therefore 
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7 Therefore I will look unto the Lorp ; I will wait for 
the God of my ſalvation: my God will hear me. 
8 Rejoice not againſt me, O mine enemy: when, or, 
tho* I fall, I ſhall ariſe ; when, or, iu | fit in dark- 
9 neſs, the Loxo [ſhall be] a light unto me. I will bear 
the indignation of the Logp, becauſe I have ſinned 
againſt him, until he plead my cauſe, and execute 
judgment for me : he will bring me forth to the light, 

10 [and] I ſhall behold his righteouſneſs. Then [ſhe that 

is!] mine enemy ſhall ſee [it,] and ſhame ſhall cover 
her which ſaid unto me, Where is the Load thy God? 
mine eyes ſhall behold her: now ſhall ſhe be trodden 
down as the mire of the ſtreets; referring to Babylon, or 

11 to any idolatrous perſecuting power. [In] the day that 
thy walls are to be built, hat is, when thou returneſt from 
Chaldea, [in] that day ſhall the decree be far removed, 

12 the decree of God for thy captivity. In] that day [alſo] 
he ſhall come even to thee from Aſſyria, and [from] 
the fortified cities, and from the fortreſs, hat is, Egypt, 
even to the river, and from ſea to ſea, and [from] 
mountain to mountain; he jews ſhall be brought back 
from captivity and diſperſion in every place, to their own land. 

12 Notwithſtanding the land ſhall be, or, after that it hath 
been, deſolate becauſe of them that dwell therein, for 

the fruit of their doings ; that is, as a puniſhment for their 
fins. 

14 Feed thy people with thy rod, the flock of thine 
heritage, which dwell ſolitarily [in] the wood, in the 
midſt of Carmel: let them feed [in] Baſhan and Gilead, 
as in the days of old; let them be reſtored to their own 

land from their preſent ſolitary, diſperſed ſtate. Tus is the 
prophets prayer for Iſrael; to which God anſwers, | 

15. According to the days of thy coming out of the land 
of Egypt will I ſhow unto him marvellous things; I 
will do as great things for them as I then did; referring 

16 probably to the latter day, The nations ſhall ſee and be 
confounded at all their might, at the might of the jews : 
they ſhall lay [their] hand upon [their] mouth, their 

ears ſhall] be deaf; they ſhall be ſtupiſied with aſtoniſhment. 

17 They ſhall lick the duſt like a ſerpent, be humbled and 
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confounded, they ſhall move'out of their holes like worms 
of the earth, that ſoon draw in and hide their heads again : 
they ſhall be afraid of the Loxp our God, and ſhall fear 
becauſe of thee. | 
18 Who is] a God like unto thee, that pardoneth ini- 
quity, and paſſeth by the tranſgreſſion of the remnant of 
his heritage ? he retaineth not his anger for ever, be- 
19 cauſe he Jelighteth [in] mercy. He will turn again, he 
will have compaſſion upon us; he will ſubdue our ini- 
quities z and thou wilt caſt all their fins into the depths 
20 of the ſea, like Pharaoh and his hoſts. Thou wilt perform 
the truth to Jacob, [and] the mercy to Abraham, which 
thou haſt ſworn unto our fathers from the days of old : 
the grant of Canaan was pure mercy ta Abraham, but truth 
to Jacob, becauſe it was 2 on the promiſe made to 
Abraham. | 


REFLECTIONS, 


1. HE declenſion of piety and zeal in a people ought 
to be the grief of all good men. It is lamentable 
to ſee profeſſors of religion becoming bad, and acting diſ- 
honourably ; children of pious parents degenerating; and 
families loſing that appearance of religion, which had long 
been ſupported in them. And we here ſee the conſe. 
quences of this declenſion: when piety is gone, no friend- 
ſhip-is to be expected; no confidence to be put, even in 
relatives; domeſtick and ſocial duties are neglected ; and 
the comfort of every relation loſt, Let us lay this to heart, 
and be ſo much the more vigorous in our attempts to do 
ood, and ſo much the more careful to be blamelefs and 
armleſs, as ſons of God, without rebuke even in a crooked and 
perverſe generation. 
2. In times of the greateſt degeneracy, let us ſtill look 10 
Gad, and wait for him. Our beſt efforts will not avail, 
without his help. Let us rely upon him to guide and 
N us. If men are bad, he is good,; if they are falſe, 
e is faithful; in him we may find ſupport in every ſitua- 
tion; he can redreſs every grieyance; preſerve us in the 
moſt general corruption; encourage us amidſt the greateſt 
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ſcorn of the wicked; and, when we / in the deepeſt dark. 
neſs, he will be light unto us. 

3. A ſerious remembrance of our fins will tend to pro- 
mote our patience and ſubmiſſion, © I will bear the indigna- 
tion of the Lord, becauſe I have ſinned againſt him. Afflictions 
are. ſometimes the effect of God's indignation; and the 
cauſe is fin, This is a ſufficient reaſon why we ſhould bear 


them patiently, without murmuring and complaining ; and 


humble ourſelves under his mighty hand. Where fin is felt 
as heavy, affliction will be 2 light. Thoſe who are 
impatient and complaining, ſee but little of the plague of 
their own hearts. But if we have humbled hearts under 
humbling providences, we may hope that God wil plead 
our cauſe, and bring us forth to the light, ſo that we ſhall 
behold his righteouſneſs. 

4. We have great reaſon to admire and adore the won- 
derful mercy of God. It is incomparable mercy : he 
forgives, and none forgives like him. There are none 
againſt whom offences ſo great and aggravated can be com- 
mitted ; yet he. pardons penitents, and ſhows mercy to 


them, and delights in it. He forgives their fins, all their 


fins, caſts them into the depths of the ſea, from whence they 
ſhall never riſe, ſo as to be ſeen any more. And where he 
forgives iniquities, he will ſubdue them; he will take 
away their dominion, as well as their guilt. This is great 
encouragement to penitent ſinners to aſk mercy thro* Chriſt 
Jeſus; the mercy promiſed to the fathers. Whoever ob- 
tains that mercy, will ſee abundant reaſon to ſay, Who is 4 
{or like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, tranſgraſſian, and 
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THE BOOK OF 


The Prophet N A H UM. 


INTRODUCTION. 


NINE EA being ſpared upon their repentance at th! 

We preaching of Jonah, it ſhould ſeem, afterwards returned 
to the practice of their former fins ; adding alſo the oppreſſion of i 
the people of God; whereupon God, for the comfort of his people, il 
ſends Nahum to foretell her ruin, and the ruin of the Aſſyria: 
monarchy, and, conſequently, the Jews* deliverance, who were 
captivated by them : thus comforting them in their preſent miſe. 
Ties, according to his name, which ſignifies, à comforter. Hi 
#s ſuppoſed to have lived in the reign of Hezekiah, and abou 
ninety years later than Jonah. The deftruttion of Nineveh tot 

placè about ſixty years after the prophecy ; when the Medes ani 
Babylonians, under Cyaxares and Nebopolaſſar, rebelled together, 
and overturned the Aſſyrian empire. — Perhaps none of th! 
leſſer prophets equal Nahum in fublimity, fire, and boldneſs if 
ſpirit : his prophecy is one entire poem, relating almoſt whalh 

0 the deftruttion of Nineveh; the capital of that people whi 
carried away ten of the tribes captive, and greatly haraſſed tht 
other two,* | 


CHAPTER I. 
The majeſty of God is here diſplayed, in goodneſs to his pechl, 


and ſeverity againſt his enemies. 
I HE burden of Nineveh. The book of the viſion 
| of Nahum the Elkoſhite; ſo called, from à villagt 
2 in Galilee, God [1s] jealous of Jus own honow 


and the welfare of his people, and the Lon revengeth; 
the Lonp revengeth, and [is] furious; or rather, le 
i 
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is Lord of his wrath, not ſubjecs to paſſion, but commands 
it as he pleaſeth; the Logp will take vengeance on his 
adverſaries, and he reſerveth [wrath,] or indignation, 
3 for his enemies. The Logp [is] flow to anger, as 7he 
Ninevites themſelves had lately experienced, and great in 


Loxp [hath] his way in the whirlwind and in the ſtorm, 
and the clouds are the duſt of his feet; an alluſion to his 
4 deſcent upon mount Sinai, ( Pſalm civ. 3.) He rebuketh the 
ſea, and maketh it dry, and drieth up all the rivers : 
Baſhan languiſheth, and Carmel, and the flower of Le- 


the 5 banon languiſheth by exceſſive heat or drought. The moun- 
red tains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is 
1 of il burned at his preſence, yea, the world, and all that 
ple, 6 dwell therein. Who can ſtand before his indignation ? 


and who can abide in the fierceneſs of his anger ? his 
fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown 
7 down by him. Yet The Lorp [is] good, a. ſtrong 


Miſes 

He hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that 
bout 8 truſt in him; he approveth, and will defend them. But 
took with an overrunning flood, an invading enemy, he will 


make an utter end of the place thereof, of Nineveh, and 

9 darkneſs ſhall purſue his enemies.“ What do ye ima- 
gine againſt the Lorp ? referring to the conduct and 
treatment of the Aſſyrians in Hezekiah's time; he will 
make an utter end of hoſe that riſe up againſt him: why 
then are you ſo fooliſh as to enter into contrivances againſt 

him and his people; thinking to deſtroy Fudah, as you have 
done Iſrael ? affliction ſhall not riſe up the ſecond time; 

he will do his work at once, ſo that he ſhall have no need to 

10 7iſe again. For while [they be] folden together [as] 
| thorns, in the cloſeſt and ſtrongeſt confederacy, and while 
they are drunken [as] drunkards, intoxicated with their 
former ſucceſs, they ſhall be devoured” as ſtubble fully 

11 dry. There is [one] come out of thee, that imagineth 
; evil 


| Þ Here may be an alluſion to the manner in which Nineveh 
was taken: the Euphrates overflowed its banks, deluged a part of 
the City, and overturned twenty ſtadia of the wall: in conſequence 
of which, the deſponding king burnt himſelf, his palace, and trea- 
ſures. Diod. Sic. I. ii. ſect. 22. | 
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evil againſt the Logo, Sennacherih, a wicked counſellor; 
an outrageous, licentious perſon, whoſe counſels and projets 
12 tend only to miſchief. Thus faith the Lord 3 Though 
[they be] quiet and proſperous, and likewiſe many, yet 
thus ſhall they be cut down, when he ſhall paſs 
through 7o invade Fudea: Though I have afflicted thee, 
I will afflict thee no more; there ſhall be no more ſuch 
13 alarms in Hezekiah's reign. For now will I break his 
yoke from off thee, and will burſt thy bonds in ſunder; 
14 thou ſhalt be no langer tributary 10 the Aſſyrians. And the 
Lon hath given a commandment concerning thee, O 
Mrian empire, [that] no more of thy name be ſown: © 
out of the houſe of thy gods will I cut off the graven 
image and the molten image: I will make thy grave; 
for thou art vile; thow ſbalt be flain in the houſe of thy 
god; all thy idols ſhall not ſave thee ; for, thou haſt been 
15 @ vile perſecutor of my people, and an appreſſor of all. Be- 
bhbuold upon the mountains the feet of him that bringeth 
ood tidings, that publiſheth peace! an addreſs 10 
Fanal; O Judah, keep thy I feaſts, perform 
thy vows, which Hezekiah and the people have made: for 
the wicked,. /his wicked one, ſhall no more paſs through 
thee; he is utterly cut off. | 


REFLECTIONS. 
1. F ROM the awful deſcription which is here given 


| of the power and wrath of this almighty and terri- 
ble Being, we ſhould be led to reverence and adore him. 
Who can ſtand before his indignation * When He determines 
to-puniſh and deſtroy, what is great Nineveh, and the vaſt 
yrian empire ? What is any man, or kingdom, before 
him? Let us fand in awe therefore, and not fin. But 
while we fear his power and juſtice, let us remember, that 


© This is an expreſs prophecy that Sennacherib and his whole 
poſterity ſhould be cut off, His ſucceſſor, indeed, had a long 
and - proſperous reign; but in the time of his grandſon (who 
might be born when this prophecy was delivered) the city of 
Nineveh, and the empire of the Aſſyrians, were deſtroyed; ſo that 
there were no addiuons to his family, or, if there were, they 
were then cut off, 
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he is not revengeful and paſſionate, but Lord of his anger; 
it is always under his controul; and always juſt and right: 
and his almighty power is continually employed for the 
ſecurity and ſupply of thoſe that truſt in him: his goodneſs 
ſhall never forſake his ſervants. 7 

2. It is a great comfort to God's people, that he knows 
and can defeat every deſign which is formed againſt his 
and their intereſt. Much evil is imagined againſt the 
Lord, and his people and cauſe in the world ; mare than 
ever appears. Sometimes he. defeats the defign, by ſecretly 
cutting off the enemy ; and ſometimes by openly defeatin 
him. He is able at once to deſtroy all oppoſing power 7 
politicks, and hath often done it. No wiſdom, counſel, or 
might, can ſucceed againſt him. 

3. When God delivers us from our enemies, and re- 
ſtores our peace, he expects and requites that we ſhould 
worſhip and ſerve him. O Judah, keep thy ſolemn feaſts, 
perform thy vows, The goodneſs of God to us, in giving 
us national peace and proſperity, ſhould engage us to value 
and love his ordinances, to be thankful for our folemn 
feaſts; and diligently to obſerve them. Our prayers and 
humiliations, in the time of war and danger, were vows ; 
and we ought to perform what we then promiſed ; elſe our 
caſe will be, like that of Nineveh, only a reprieve ; the 
deſtruction will be more dreadful for having been a while 
ſuſpended ; and the end twill be with a. flacd. But this is 
our comfort, that if we truſt in God, le is good; he will 
be a firong hold in the day of trouble, and the everlaſting 
portion of his ſervants. 
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CHAP. IL 


This chapter is a prophecy of the conqueſt of Nineveh, which 
happened about twenty four years before the deſtruftion of 
Jeruſalem by Nebopolaſſar, the father of Nebuchaduezzar, 
and Cyaxares, or, as he is called in ſcripture, Ahaſuerus, 
king of the Medes, who united their forces againſt Nineveh. 
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evil againſt the Lok, Sennaclierib, a wicked counſellor, 
an outrageous, licentious perſon, whoſe counſels and projects 
12 tend only to miſchief. Thus faith the LoD; Though 
[they be] quiet ard proſperous, and likewiſe many, yet 
thus ſhall they be cut down, when he {hail paſs 
* 7 to invade Fudea : Though I have afflicted thee, 
I will afflict thee no more; there hall be no more ſuch 
13 alarms in Hezekiak's reign. For now will I break his 
yoke from off thee, and will burſt thy bonds in ſunder; 
14 thou ſhalt be no langer tributary to the Aſſyrians. And the 
Lo hath given a commandment concerning thee, O 
Aſſyrian empire, [that] no more of thy name be ſown: © 
out of the houſe of thy gods will I cut off the graven 
image and the molten image: I will make thy grave; 
for thou art vile; thou ſbalt ve flain in the houſe of thy 
goed; all thy idols ſhall not ſave thee ; for, thou haſt been 
15 @ vile perſecutor of my, people, and an appreſſor of all. Be- 
bauoold upon the mountains the feet of 4 that bringeth 
ood tidings, that publiſheth peace! an addreſs 10 
eruſalem ; O Judah, keep thy Br feaſts, perform 
thy vows, which Hezekiah and the people have made: for 
the wicked, this wicked one, ſhall no more paſs through 
thee ; he is utterly cut off. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. ROM the awful deſcription which is here given 
1 of the power and wrath of this almighty and terri- 
ble Being, we ſhould be led to reverence and adore him. 
Who can ſtand before his indignation ? When He determines 
to puniſh and deſtroy, what is great Nineveh, and the vaſt 
yrian empire ? What is any man, or kingdom, before 
him? Let us fand in awe therefore, and not fin. But 
while we fear his power and juſtice, let us remember, that 
8 175 

© This is an expreſs that Senn is whole 
poſterity ſhould — cut n. r a long 
and proſperous reign; but in the time of his grandſon (who 
might be born when this prophecy was delivered) the city of 
Nineveh, and the empire of the Aſſyrians, were deſtroyed ; ſo that 


there were no addiuons to his family, or, if ther 
were then cut off, I | e 
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he is not revengeful and paſſionate, but Lord of his anger; 

it is always under his controul ; and always juſt and right: 

and his almighty power is continually employed for the 8 
ſecurity and ſupply of thoſe that truſt in him: his goodneſs 

ſhall never forſake his ſervants. TY 

2. It is a great comfort to God's people, that he knows 
and can defeat every defign which is formed againſt his 
and their intereſt. Much evil is imagined againft the 
Lord, and his people and cauſe in the world ; more than 
ever appears. Sometimes he defeats the deſign, by ſecretly 
cutting off the enemy; and ſometimes hy openly defeatin 
him. He is able at once to deſtroy all oppoſing power 2 
politicks, and hath often done it. No wiſdom, counſel, or 
might, can ſucceed againſt him. 

3. When God delivers us from our enemies, and re- 
ſtores our peace, he expects and requires that we ſhould 
worſhip and ſerve him. O Judah, keep thy ſolemn feaſts, 
perform thy vows, The goodneſs of God to us, in giving 
us national peace and proſperity, ſhould engage us to value 
and love his ordinances, to be thankful for our folemn 
feaſts; and diligently to obſerve them. Our prayers and 
humiliations, in the time of war and danger, were vows ; 
and we ought to perform what we then promiſed ; elſe our 
caſe will be, like that of Nineveh, only a reprieve ; the 
deſtruction will be more dreadful for having been a while 
ſuſpended ; and the end will be with a flock But this is 
our comfort, that if we truſt in God, ke is good; he will 
be a firong hold in the day of trouble, and the everlaſting 
portion of his ſervants. 
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CHAP. II. 

This chapter is a prophecy of the conqueſt of Nine ven, which 
happened about twenty four years before the dgſtruction of 
Jeruſalem by Nebopolaſſar, the father of Nebuchadnezzar, 

and Cyaxares, or, as he is called in ſcripture, Ahaſuerus, 
king of the Medes, who united their forces againſt Nineveh. 


HE 
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city itſelf. f 


— — —— — m — 


1 E that daſheth in pieces, or, as the marginal read. 
ing is, the diſperſer, or the hammer, 1s come up 

before thy face 10 deſtroy thy fortifications and inhabitants, 
keep the munition, ſtrengthen the garriſons, watch the 
way which thy gallies paſs, make [thy] loins ſtrong, 
fortify [thy] power mightily: O AHrian, uſe all the 
2 means thou canſt poſſibly, to ſecure thyſelf. For the Log 
hath turned away the excellency, or pride, of Jacob, 2 
the excellency of Iſrael; God will avenge thy pride an! 
haughtineſs againſt Iſrael on thy capital city: for the emp- 
tiers have emptied them out, and marred their vine 
branches; deſtroyed the products of the preſent, and th 
3 hopes of future years. The ſhield of his mighty men i; 
made red, the valiant men [are] in ſcarlet ; he uſu 
dreſs of military men: the chariots [ſhall be] with fla. 
ing torches in the day of his preparation, and the fi 
trees, that is, the ſpears and lances, tho” ſo numerous as to l. 

4 like a moving wood, ſhall be terribly ſhaken. The chariots 
hall rage in the ſtreets, they ſhall juſtle one again 
another in the broad ways; they ſhall ſeem like torches, 
they ſhall run like the lightnings, by reaſon of their mul. 

5 titude, haſte, and fury. He ſhall recount his worthies; 
the Chaldean monarch ſhall muſter up and pick out his choice} 
commanders and ſoldiers for this enterprize: they ſhall 
ſtumble in their walk; they ſhall make haſte to the wall 
thereof, and the defence ſhal] be prepared; ho? thy 
fall come-when they are called, yet they ſhall be of little uſe; 
tho they attempt to defend the place, yet it ſhali be in vain, 

6 The gates of the rivers ſhall be opened, and the palace 
ſhall be diſſolved; the river Tygris, by continued rain, 
ſhall fevell and break down the wall, ſo that the beſieger; 
ſhall enter at the breach." And Huzzab, that is, th! 
city, ſhall be led away captive,* ſhe ſhall be brought up, 
and her maids ſhall lead her,] IIe a. queen retiring with 
her maids of honour, as with the voice of doves, tabering 
upon their breaſts ; that is, mourning, and beating their 
8 breaſts in the greateſt diſireſs, But Nineveh [is] of old 
like 

4 See Note, chap. i. verſe 8. 
© Huzzab ſignifies a place ſtrongly fortified, and refers to the 
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like a pool of water; ſurrounded by thoſe canals, which 
were formed to make the city inacceſſible : yet they ſhall 
flee away. Stand, ſtind, [ſhall they cry ;] hat is, their 
commanders ſhall cry, but none ſhall look back. Take ye 
the ſpoil of filver, take the ſpoil of gold : for [there 1s] 
none end of the ſtore [and] glory out of all the plea- 
ſant furniture.“ She is empty, and void, and waſte ; 
and the heart melteth, and the knees ſmite together, 
and much pain [is] in all loins, and the faces of them 
all gather blackneſs; 2%“ long in plundering, ſhe ſhall be 
emptied at laſt, and the inhabitants have no heart to defend 
themſelves. Where [is] the dwelling of the lions, and 


the feeding place of the young lions? where are the in. 


habitants of Nineveh, who were ſtrong and rapacious, like 


lions? where the lion, [even] the old lion, walked, [and] 


the lion's whelp, and none made [them] afraid? kat 


I2 


is, the tyrannical princes who preyed upon their neighbours 
and enriched themſelves with their ſpoils. The lion did 
tear in pieces enough for his whelps, and ſtrangled for 
his lioneſſes, and filled his holes with prey, and his 
dens with ravin; the Aſſyrians have long been very ſucceſs- 


ful, and plundered many provinces and cities, and there are 
as many marks of this, as there are of rapine in a liow's den; 
13. Behold, I [am] againſt thee, faith the Logp of hoſts, 


and I will burn her. chariots in the ſmoke, and the 
ſword ſhall devour-thy young lions; and I will cut off 
thy prey from the earth, and the voice of thy meſſen- 
gers ſhall no more be heard 1 encourage their allies, and 


" terrify their enemies; they ſhall no more hefor other nations, 


J. 


as they have the Fetus. 


REFLECTTONS: 


E E how inſignificant all the power and ſtrength of 
man is, when it is oppoſed to God. Nineveh was a 


large and populous city, of three days? journey, (that is, 
ſixty miles) in circumference- in Jonah's time, about a 


hundred years, before this prophecy was delivered; and 


ſo 


f Heathen hiſtorians mention the prodigious ſpoils that were 
found in Nineveh when taken. 
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ſo populous, that there were an hundred and twenty thou. 


ſand young children in it : and the inhabitants were probably 
now increaſed. They made great preparations to defend 
themſelves; and are here ironically called upon to exert 
their. utmoſt efforts; but all was in vain. God can eaſily 
difappoint the mightieſt, and confound all that they deviſe 
for their fecurity, Who would not then fear this great 
Being, and labour to ſecure his friendſhip ? 

2. Obſerve in v. g. the vanity and uncertainty of world. 


ly wealth. The riches of the Ninevites made the enemy 


more deſirous to take the city; and, when taken, their 
difappointment the greater. So precarious is it, that we 
may ſay of the world, as God did of Nineveh, If is empty 
and void, unable to ſupply the wants, and ſatisfy the de-. 
fires of immortal fouls; and thoſe who truſt in it will find, 
that it cannot ſecure them from death and deſtruction. If 
we have our portion in this life, our faces will gather 
blackneſs when. God calls us to our final account, | 
3. We are here ſhown the ſad conſequence of men's 
roviding for their families by injuſtice, v. 12. Many now 
plead the largeneſs of their families, and the provifion 


they muſt make for them, to excuſe their covetouſneſs, 


injuſtice, and impiety, their ſelling and travelling on the 
ſabbath, and other 7 e in contempt of God's 
commands, and in diſtruſt of his providence: and it is but 


juſt in him to take their ſubſtance from them, or from their 


children. Wheteas juſtice, charity, and piety, are the 
ſureſt and ſafeſt means of ſucceſs, and of obtaining the 


| blefling of God with it. 


8 
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CHAP, II. 
| Tt Tohich- the miſerable ruin of Nineveh is foretold, 
NI Ok to the bloody city! it [is] all full of lies 
[and] 'robbery ; the prey departeth not; heir 


great nen ſhed innotent blood, ſtill increaſing their wealth 
2 by their ſpoil ; and the deſtroying enemy is coming; The 
noiſe of a Whip, and the noiſe} of the rattling of the 
7 wheels 
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wheels, and of the pranſing horſes, and of the jumping, 

3 or bounding chariots. The horſeman lifteth up both the 
bright ſword and the glittering ſpear : and [there is] 

a multitude of ſlain, and a great number of carcaſes ; 
and {there is] none end of [their] corpſes; they ſtum- 
4 ble upon their corpſes : Becauſe of the multitude of 
the whoredoms of the well-favoured harlot, the miſtreſs 
of witchcrafts, that ſelleth nations through her whore. 
5 doms, and families through her witcherafts.“ Behold, 
I [am] againſt thee, faith the Logp of hoſts; and I 
will diſcover thy ſkirts upon thy face, and I will ſhow 
the nations thy nakedneſs, and the kingdoms thy 
ſhame; that is, thou ſhalt be taken captive, and expoſed to 
lame: an alluſion to the cuſtom of expoſing captives, and 
6 eſpecially harlots, naked. And I will caft abominable 
filth upon thee, as harlots, who were ſometimes pelted with 
dirt, and make thee vile, and will ſet thee as a gazing- 

7 ſtock. And it ſhall come to paſs, [that] all they that 
look upon thee ſhall flee from thee, refuſing to help thee, 
and ſay, Nineveh is laid waſte: who will bemoan her, 
as hired mourners at a funeral? Whence ſhall I ſeek 

8 comforters for thee? Art thou better than populous 
No, that was ſituate among the rivers, [that had] the 
waters round about it, whoſe rampart [was] the ſea, 
[and] her wall [was] from the ſea ? hat is, Ammon, or 
Thebes, (a fine city in Egypt) famous for its hundred gates, 

9 and the temple of Jupiter Ammon. Ethiopia and Egypt 
[were] her ſtrength, and [it was] infinite; Put and 
Lubim, the neighbouring nations of Africa, were thy 
10 helpers, Yet [was] ſhe carried away, ſhe went into 
captivity : her young children alſo were daſhed in 
pieces at the top of all the ſtreets: and they caſt lots for 
her honourable men, who ſhould have them to ſell for 


faves, and all her great men were bound in chains. 
| 11 Thou, 


£ The Ninevites were notorious for their luxury and effeminacy, 
by which they corrupted other nations, and thereby rendered them 
— ** as to become an eaſy prey to themſelves or other in- 
vaders. 

bd Sennacherib took and deſtroyed this city before he attacked 
Jeruſalem, as was foretold by Iſaiah, (ch. xx. 4.) it was defended 
by the river Nile and the lakes about it. 
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11 Thou, Nineveh, alſo ſhalt be drunken; thou ſhalt be 
hid, buried in obſcurity, thou alſo ſhalt ſeek ſtrength, 
12 call for the aſſiſtance of allies, becauſe of the enemy. All 
thy ſtrong holds {ſhall be like] fig trees with the firſt 
ripe figs: if they be ſhaken, they ſhall even fall into 
the mouth of the eater ; thou. ſhalt as eaſily yield to the 
firſt aſſault, as the ripeſt figs fall when the tree is ſhaken, 
.13 Behold, thy people in the midſt of thee [are] women; 
weak, and faint hearted : the gates of thy land ſhall be 
ſet wide open unto thine enemies; the places where they 
enter ſhall be defenceleſs : the fire ſhall devour thy bars. 
14 Draw thee waters for the fiege, fill all thy reſervoirs, le 
the river ſhould be cut of; fortity thy ſtrong holds: go into 
clay, and tread the morter, make ſtrong the brick kiln, 

15 There, or, hen, while thou art making preparation far 
thy defence, ſhall the fire of God's wrath, and the rage of 
thine enemy, devour thee ; the ſword ſhall cut thee off, 

it ſhall eat thee up like the canker-worm : make thyſelf 
many as the canker-worm, make thyſelf many as the 

16 locuſts. Thou ha# multiplied thy merchants above the 
ſtars of heaven: ho”. thine is a populous and rich city, yet 
the canker-worm ſpoileth, and flieth away; ine enemies 

17 ſhall be as numerous as locuſts. T hy crowned, thy princes and 
officers, [are] as the locuſts, and thy captains as the great 
1 which camp, or ſhelter themſelves in the 
edges in the cold day, but] when the ſun ariſeth they 

flee away, and their place is not known where they 
[are;] /o thy leaders, tio many, ſhall all be ſcattered when 

18 the enemy comes. Thy ſhepherds ſlumber, O king of 
Aſſyria: thy nobles, who ſhould have taken care of the 
army, ſhall dwell ¶ in the duſt ;] or, in ſloth : thy people 

is ſcattered upon the mountains, and no man gathereth 
[them ; ] hy 7ributary princes ſhall deſert thee in the time 

19 of thy diſtreſs ; as they really did, [ There is] no heal- 
ing of thy bruiſe; thy wound is grievous : all that 
hear the bruit, or report of thee ſhall clap the hands 
over thee ; for upon whom hath not thy wickedneſs 
paſſed continually ? thou haſt abuſed and inſulted all thy 
neighbours, yea, the God of Iſrael himſelf, therefore they 


ſhall join to inſult thee. 
| REFLECT- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


I. ' BSERV.E how dangerous it is to learn the fol- 
lies of other nations, v. 4. By her bewitching 
luxury and effeminacy, Nineveh weakened other nations, 
and then brought them under her own dominions. And 
it appears not to be improbable that this may be the caſe 
of our country, in conſequence of our prevailing fondneſs 
for foreign dreſſes and vanities, which, beſides being highly 
impolitic, and injurious to trade, tends to make us a weak, 
effeminate people: ſo that we may poſlibly be fold to them 
as a nation, as many families are already ruined by their 
witchcrafts, and many others ſeem to be tending toward it. 
2. See the dreadful doom of the unjuſt and cruel. Nine. 
veh was a bloody, rapacious city ; and when her time came 
to fall, her allies forſook her, her enemies inſulted her, and 
there was none to aſſiſt and comfort her. The fall of this 
great city, reads a leſſon to thoſe private perſons who are 
increaſing their wealth by fraud and opprefſiony who be- 
have in an haughty, inſolent manner to their workmen, 
dependents, and other inferiors. They are preparing ene- 
mies for themſelyes ; and if God ſhould ſee good to puniſh 
them in this world, (as he often does) they will have none 
to pity them, but many to help forward and rejoice in their 
ruin, Every man who conſults his own proſperity, ſafety, 
and peace, ſhould not only a& in an upright, honourable 
manner, but behave with meekneſs and kindneſs to all. 
3. It is good often to remind ourſelves that we are not 
better than others, v. 8, ſo as to excite a holy fear of 
God's judgments, when we hear of them as viſiting others. 
Are we better than they ? better than other good men, 
who have endured even greater afflictions? Pride is the 
ſource of impatience, murmuring, and diſcontent; and he 
who deſires to bear and improve his afflictions right, ſhould 
take care to be clothed with humility, and not think of himſelf 
more highly than he ought to think, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


FHERE is no cxtent of this propiee knitted dom: Iv ave 
te probably lived in the time of Joſiah, as his prophecy 
nearly reſembles that part of Feremiaks which was delivered in 
le 6 Bp. Newcome thinks he may be placed in the reign 
Jehoiakem, between the years 606 and 598, before Chriſt, 
He le. the deftrutiion of Judah and wan, and alſs 
the ruin of their enemies the Chaldeans. Whoever reads this 
— muſt be ſtruct with the grandeur of its imagery, 200 
the ſublimiiy of its ftile, efpectally of the kymn, or Pprayir, is 
the third chapter, | anode. ban. e ere 
Landl to xe. 


CHAPTER I. 


Habakkuk, cumplaini the ini th ed tit 
2 * Judgments te I heb 2 2 rag e 


. 2 Habakkuk the 82 
or, tant, weighty e 
2 was to "deliver. e 
cry, and thou wilt not hear! [even] cry unto by be [of] 
violence, and thou wilt not fave ! I am puzzled by the 
| Proſperity of the wicked, notwithanding their violence and 
imuſtice, and the continued ſapplications of thy faithful 655 
3 vants. A difficulty common to good men int every age. Why 
doſt thou ſhow me iniquity, and cauſe [me] to behold 
? for ſpoiling and violence [are] before me: 
and there are [that] raiſe up ſtrife and contention, 
4 Therefore the law is flacked, its nerves are unbraced, and 
judgment doth never go forth : for the wicked doth 
compaſs about the 3 therefore wrong Judg- 
men 


1 
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ment proceedeth. To this oljection againſt his providence, 
God anſwers ; 
5s Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and 
wonder marvellouſly : for I will work a work in your 
days, [which] ye will not believe, though it be told 
you, ] that ſuch 4 nation as 1ſrael ſhould be deſtroyed, and 


6 by their own God, For, lo, I raiſe up the Chaldeans, 


that] bitter and haſty. nation, which ſhall march 
through the breadth of the land, to poſſeſs the 22 
7 places [that are] not theirs, They [are] terrible 
dreadful : their judgment and their dignity ſhall pro- 
ceed of themſelves ; they will ſubmit to no law, neither 
8 do they regard right or wrong. Their horſes alſo are 
ſwifter than the leopards, who, when tamed and taught to 
hunt, (as in Paleſtine) ſeize the prey with ſurprizing agility, 
* often ſpringing ſeventeen or eighteen feet at a lime, 
and are more fierce than the evening wolves when they 
o out to ſeck their prey: and their horſemen ſhall ſpread 
- themſelves, and their horſemen ſhall come from far; 
9 they ſhall fly as the eagle [that] haſteth to eat. They 


ſhall come all for violence: their faces ſhall ſup up [as] 


the eaſt wind; their preſence ſhall be as miſchievous to you, 
4s the eaſt wind is to plants; and they ſhall gather the 
captivity as the ſand; ſhall take away many captives. 
10 And they ſhall ſcoff at the kings, at all the oppoſition which 
the kings and princes of Fudea, or any of their confederates, 
can make againſt them, and the princes [ ſhall be] a ſcorn 
unto them; Nebuchadnezzar ſhall conquer many kings 
and nations: they ſhall deride every ſtrong hold; for 
they ſhall heap duſt, or raiſe a lutle rampart of earth, 
and take it; or take it as eaſily as a perſon can heap up 
xx dt. Then ſhall [his] mind change, and he ſhall paſs 
over, and offend ; Nebuchadnezzar firſt aſcribed it to 
Cod, but afterwards grew proud, and exceeded all the 
bounds of moderation, | imputing] this his power unto 
his god Bell; or, making his ſtrength his god.—T he pro- 
Net then addreſſes himſelf to the Almighty : | 
12 [Art] thou not from everlaſting, O Lonxp my God, 
mine Holy One? we ſhall not die; Hall not be utterly 
| :{:D.d 2 deſtroyed, 


* Sce Haxurr's Obſery, vol, ii. p. 438. 
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- » deflroyed, or have our name blotted out by theſe Chaldeans, 
who are under thy controul : O Log, thou hait ordained 
them for judgment; and, O mighty God, thou haſt 
eſtabliſhed them for correction, even while thou make} 

13 them proſper. [ Thou art] of purer eyes than to behold 

evil, and canſt not look on iniquity : wherefore lookeſt 

thou upon them that deal treacherouſly, [and] holdeſt 
thy tongue, ſcemeſt to connive at them, when the wicked 
devoureth [the man that is] more righteous than he? 

14 And makeſt men as the fiſhes of the ſea, as the creep- 

ing things, [that have] no ruler over them? the Chal- 
deans ſhall take great and ſmall captive, as men catch fiſhes, 

15 or tread on creeping things. They take up all of them 

. with the angle, they catch them in their net, and gather 

them in their drag : therefore they rejoice and are glad, 

16 Therefore hong 57a unto their net, and burn in- 

cenſe unto their drag, or net ; becauſe by them their 
portion [is] fat, and their meat plenteous ; aſcribing 
all their victories and ſucceſs to their own power and policy, 
which is as abſurd and impious, as for a fiſherman when ſuc- 

17 ceſsful to worſhip his net. Shall they therefore empty 

their net of one nation they have ſubdued and plundered, and 

then fill it again? and not ſpare continually to ſlay the 
nations? This is the-prophet's expoſtulation, and we have 
God's anſwer in the next chapter. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, E ſhould review this chapter with great thank- 
fulneſs that the ſad which it deſcribes is 

not that of our own country ; that we have not a terrible 
nation raiſed up againſt us, to march through the breadth of 
the land to deſtroy it. We have great reaſon to fear this, 
when we confider how much the law is flackened, and how 
much ſtrife and contention abound, eſpecially among our 
great men. It is wonderful patience in God, that while 
there is ſo much iniquity, there is ſo little grief among us; 
but it is of the Lord's mercies that we are not conſumed, .... . 
2. Let us learn to maintain a deep ſenſe of the perfec- 
tions and glory of God. Let us think of him, as ar 
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eternal Jehovah, - the er of his church and intereſts, 
which ſhall not therefore die and be loſt : he may ordain 
enemies to correct his people, but they ſhall not be de- 
ſtroyed. Let us eſpecially think of him as the Holy One. 
He beholds iniquity ; he cannot but ſee it; but he ſees it with 
deteſtation ; it 1s as hateful to him, as thoſe things are to 
us which we cannot bear the fight of. Tho' he may uſe 
the worſt of men to correct his people, yet he abhors them. 
Tho? he may ſeem to connive at fin, by bearing long with 
ſinners, yet he will certainly puniſh it. Let us be careful 
never to entertain light thoughts of fin ; but reverence the 
perfect holineſs of God; who will judge the world in righ- 
teouſneſs. Ie | 

3. We ſhould be careful never to arrogate any part of 
our ſucceſs to ourſelves. This was the caſe of the Chal. 


| deans, and is the caſe of many chriſtians, When men get 


rich, and their ſchemes proſper, they are apt 1 be lifted up; 
to forget God, and to ſay, My might, and the power of my 
hand, hath done it. But this is as abſurd, as it would be 
for a fiſherman to idolize and adore the net with which he 
caught his fiſh, Yet how generally do men in effect ſacri. 
fice to their own ſkill, and burn incenſe to their own in- 
duſtry ? yea, very often to their own diſhoneſty, There 
is a great proneneſs in our corrupt nature to ſelf-glorying, 
and to idolize our own abilities and exertions. Let us 
carefully reſtrain and watch againſt the workings of this 
very abſurd and criminal pride; and Let him that glorieth 


glory in the Lord. 


— ꝗꝗ ́ mn 
| A 


In the former chapter we had the prophes's expaſtulation concern- 
ing the ſucceſs of the Chaldeans againſt Iſrael: in this, we 
Have God's anſwer. The prophet begins, as uſual, with a 
prediction of the Meſſiah , and recommenas faith to hs people, 
as: their ſupport : and then foretells the deſtruction of the 
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WILL ſtand upon my watch, and ſet me upon 
the tower, and will watch to ſee what he will ſay 
unto me: as a watchman intent upon his office, ſo I will 
earneſtly look for God's word, (Exek, iii. 17.) and what 
I ſhall anſwer when I am reproved, 4% thoſe that queſtion 
the truth of my predifions. p 
And the Lorp anſwered me; and ſaid, Write the 
viſion as moſt important, and make [it] plain upon tables, 
that he may run that readeth it; alluding to the cuſtom 
of hanging laws upon pillars or publick buildings, which 
were written ſo plain, that he who took only a curſory view 
might read and underſtand them, —T he 1wo following ver ſes 


3 are probably a prophecy of the Meſfiah. For the viſion 


[18] yet for an appointed time, but at the end it ſhall 
„ or break forth with ſurpriſing light and glory, and 
not lie, or deceive : though it tarry, wait for it; becauſe 
it will ſurely come, it will not tarry ; that is, God in 
due time will make good the great promiſe of deliverance 
given to our fathers, as the laſt word, rendered tarry, inti- 
mates, Behold, his ſoul [which] is lifted up, hat is, 
proud, or impatient, is not upright in him: as if he had 
ſaid, If a perſon will not wait for the viſion, but throw up 
his profeſſion of religion, he ſhows 4 very bad ſpirit : but the 
juſt ſhall live by his faith; he fall be ſupported by faith ; 
or, he that is juſtified by faith ſhall live, Accordingly the 
apoſtle quotes it as applicable to the goſpel way of juſtifica- 

tion by believing. Rom. i. 17. 
Yea alſo, becauſe he tranſgreſſeth by wine, [he is] a 
proud man ; the man ee by wine is proud, in- 
unten men, referring to the 


Chaldeans ; neither keepeth at home, who 3 his 


deſire as hell, and 15] as death, and cannot be fatisfied, 


but gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth unto 


6 


» 


him all people; thro pride and ambition they ſeek to en- 
large their dominions, and increaſe their flaves and tribu- 
taries: Shall not all theſe take up a parable againſt 
him, and a taunting proverb againft him, and fay, 

: «- . i Woe 
The words may be rendered agreeable to the apoſtle's quo- 


tation, (Heb. x. 38.) F any min draw back, or turn aſide, my 
foul. cannot take pleaſure in lum. | 
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\ Woe to him that increaſeth [that which is} not his 
wealth unjuſtly gained; hom long? and to him that 
ladeth himſelf with thick clay! /, how long will he lade 
himſelf with thick clay, with riches, which, lite thick clay, 
defile a man, retard his motions, and add weight to his fin 
7 and puniſhment. Shall they not riſe up ſuddenly that 
ſhall bite thee, and awake that ſhall vex thee, and thou 
ſhalt be for booties unto them? 10 the Medes and Per- 
Kant, who, like furious beaſts, ſhall tear thee to pieces? Be- 
cauſe thou haſt ſpoiled many nations, all the remnant 
of the people ſhall ſpoil thee ; becauſe of men's blood 
ſhed by thee, and [ for} the violence of the land, of the 
city of Judah, and Feruſalem, and of all that dwell 
therein. 

- Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetouſneſs, or, 
gaineth an evil gainto his houſe, (which Nebuchadnezzar 
Prove to aggrandize,) that he may ſet his neſt on high, 
like an eagle, that he may be delivered from the power 

10 of evil, and in no danger of an attack! Thou haſt con- 
ſulted ſhame to thy houſe by cutting off many people, 
haſt taken the direct method to bring infamy and ruin on 
thy family, and haft finned [againſt] thy ſoul, or fe. 

11 For the ftone ſhall cry out of the wall, and the beam 
out of the timber ſhall anſwer it; the materials of your 
ſtately palaces ſhall cry to God for vengeance againſt you; 

H, | 

12 4 Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and 
ſtabliſheth a city by iniquity ! that is, Nebuchadnezzar, 
who hath raiſed Babylon to its grandeur by the ruin of other 

13 great cities, Behold, [is it] not of the Loxp of hoſts 
that the le ſhall labour in or for the very fire, and 
the people ſhall weary themſelves for very vanity ? for 
that which ſhall be fuel to the fire which ſhall conſume thy 

14 lately buildings? For the earth ſhall be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lorp, as the waters 
cover the ſea; the ſpread of religious knowledge, or of the 
glory of God, ſhall be the conſequence of the deſtruction of 
the Chaldean monarchy, 

15 Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, that 

putteſt thy bottle to him, ] and makeſt [him] drunken 
Dd 4 alſa 
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alſo, that thou mayeſt look on their nakedneſs ! com- 
paring the king of Babylon to a debauchee who makes others 
drunk to ſee their ſhame, ſo he intoxicated the nations with 
16 his politicks that he might gain advantage over them. Thou 
art filled with ſhame — or, inſtead of, glory: drink 
thou alſo, and let thy foreſkin be uncovered ; or, (as in 
the Syriac verſion) be ſeized with trembling or aſtoniſhment : 
the cup of the Lorp's right hand ſhall be turned unto 
thee, it ſhall come round to you in its turn, and ſhameful 
ſpewing, or pollution, [ſhall be] on thy glory; the divine 
judgments ſhall overta ke thee, and thy people ſhall be ſtripped 
and carried captive : accordingly, the city of Babylon was 
17 deſtroyed in the midſt of @ drunken revel. For the vio- 
lence of Lebanon ſhall cover thee, the violence done to 
the temple, which tuas built of cedars from Lebanon, and 
the ſpoil of beaſts, [which] made them afraid, becauſe 
of men's blood, and for the violence of the land, of 
the city, and of all that dwell therein; ſuch vialence and 
cruelly as you have exerciſed againſt Fudah and Jeruſalem, 
its temple and inhabitants, ſhall be repaid into your own 
boſom, x 
18 What profiteth the graven image that the maker 
thereof hath graven it; the molten image, and 'a 
teacher of lies, hat leads men to abſurd and falſe dependen - 
cies, that the maker of his work truſteth therein, to 
make [him] dumb idols, which they will find unable to help 
19 them? Woe unto him that faith to the wood, Awake; 
to the dumb ftone, Ariſe, it ſhall teach, that is, give 
forth oracles and direflions, Behold, it [is] laid over with 
gold and ſilver, and [there is] no breath at all in the 
20 midft of it. But the Lorp [is] in his holy temple : 
let all the earth keep filence before him; tho? the temple 
of Jeruſalem is in ruins, our God has a temple in the heavu- 
ens; there he fits enthroned in majeſty and glory; and let 
the whole earth reverently adore htm, and wait his time 10 
nzerpoſe for his people. 


REFLECT- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1. JOROM hence we ſhould learn patience in waiting for 
| ＋ the diſcoveries of providence, and the fulfilment 
of ſcripture prophecies. Habakkuk watched to ſee what God 
would ſay. Thus ſhould we wait for a ſolution of the dif- 
ficulties of providence, and the accompliſhment of prophe- 
cies; carefully ſtudying what God has declared, and atten- 
tively obſerving what he is doing. He has fixed 'a time 
for the- manifeſtation of himſelf, and that is the beſt time, 
The reaſonable expectations of his people ſhall not be diſ- 
appointed ; for he is a God of judgment, and bleſſed are all 
they that wait for him. | 

2. Let us bleſs God for the goſpel, which was revealed 
in due time, and receive it by faith, v. 4, 3. A paſſage 
which is often quoted in the new Teſtament, to ſhow the 
method of juſtitication under the goſpel diſpenſation, and 
the influence which faith has upon the chriſtian's heart and 
life. Let us then receive the goſpel ; venture our ſouls 
upon the promiſes of God, and keep near to him in the 
moſt trying times. Then we ſhall live, and our hearts be 
ſupported and quieted. But if men are proud and impa- 
tient ; if their hearts be lifted up, if they will turn afide, and 
draw back, they have no principle of grace, and God will 
have no pleaſure in them, While theſe important things are 
made ſo plain, let us be careful that we neither miſtake 
them, nor diſregard them. 

3. Let us reſolutely guard againſt thoſe yices which have 
ſuch dreadful woes denounced againſt them. We are in 
little danger of direct idolatry. The papiſts indeed lock 
up the ſcriptures, and call images the laymen's books ; 
but they are teachers of lies. And let us remember that 
cavetouſneſs is idolatry, and that there are awful denuncia- 
tions againſt it. Men naturally loye riches; but they are 
often only like thick clay, defile and encumber them, Their 
ambition is to advance their families, and enlarge their 
ſubſtance; and when that is the governing principle, they 
run into oppreſſion and injuſtice; they increaſe that whith 


ix not their's, Their deſires enlarge with their wealth, and 
| * | | | they 
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they are never ſatisfied. They encroach upon their neigh. 

bours; endeavour to engroſs all trade and commerce to 

themſelves; and thus they fin againſt their own ſouls; yea, 

often trouble their houſes, deſtroy domeſtick comfort, and 

ruin their families, which are ambitious to enrich and 

He. Wore alſo to druntards who force or tempt 
men to drink to exceſs, that they may expoſe and make 
ſport with them, or lead them to make ill bargains. Men 
may call this a frolick ; but God will give ſuch wretches 4 
rup of tremblins and fury to drink, and expoſe their ſhame 
and wickedneſs to the whole aſſembled world. Let us be 
alarmed by theſe woes, and endeavour to be ſober, tom. 
perate, and contented, in all things. 

4. We are here taught to approach the living God with 
the greateſt reverence, v. 20. ſilently to adore his power 
and providence, and never cenfure his diſpenſations; but 

with calm ſubmiſſion of ſou! wait his time to interpoſe. 
When we appear before him, let it be with the deepeſt 
veneration of mind, and the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs of ſpirit; 
for he is greatly to be feared, and to be had in reverence of all 
thoſe that draw nigh unto him. 


| * | C HAP. III. 

The prophet in this chapter recounts God's antient works done for 

_ Jfrach, and from thence concludes, that he will make good his 

promiſes to their poſterity, 

43 PRAYER, or poetical oration, of Habakkuk the 

prophet upon Shigionoth; or, according to varia- 

'2 ble ſongs or lunes, called in Hebrew, Shigionoth, O Lox, 

I have heard thy ſpeech, thy threatened judgments, (ch. 

i. 5, Cc.) [and] was afraid: O Lorp, tevive thy 

work in the midſt of the years, that is, while we con- 

minus in captivity, let not religion be loſt in a ſtrange land; 

in the midſt of the years make known thy providence, thy 

porver, and thy faithfulneſs to thy promiſes; in wrath re- 

member mercy.* „ . , gud 

This God did, and anfwered 8 by preſerving Iſrael 

while captives, and curing them of their idolatry; and by his 

4 for Daniel and his companions, and for Eſther and 
Peop 
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God came from Teman, and the Holy One from 
mount Paran; mountains of Edom, from whence the glory 
ſeemed to come to mount Sinai. Selah, His glory covered 
4 the heavens, and the earth was full of his praiſe. And 
[his] brightneſs, the rays coming from the Shekinah, was 

as the light; he had horns, or ſtreaming rays, [ coms 
ing] out of his hand, and there [was] the hiding of his 
power; he had ſtronger rays, and brighter glories concealed, 

5 which mortals could not bear, Before him went the peſti- 
lenee, (alluding probably to the plagues of Egypt,) and 
burning coals, or flakes of fire, went forth at his feet; 
intimating how eafily, ſuddenty, and effef3ually he had de- 
 ftroyed, and wouid again deſtroy, his and his people's ene- 
6 mies. He ſtood, without moving from place to piace, and 
meaſured the earth, divided the promiſed land among his pes 
ple, like a mighty conqueror : he beheid, and drove aſunder 
the ſeven nations of Canaan by his frown, and the everlaſt- 
ing mountains were ſcattered, or, broken aſunder, the per- 
petual hills did bow, when he clave the rock aſimder for 
water, and eſpecially when Sinai trembled and ſhook : his 
ways [are] everlaſting ; therefore we may hope for the ſame 

7 favours again, I ſaw the tents of Cuſhan in affliction : 
ſand] the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble; 
the Midianites and Arabians were terrified at IſraeÞs ap- 

8 proach, Was the Lon diſpleaſed againſt the rivers ? 
[was] thine anger againſt the rivers? [was] thy wrath 
againſt the ſea, that thou didſt ride upon thine horſes 
[and] thy chariots of ſalvation? God might ſeem to be 
angry, as a mighty warrior, but it was all for the jalvation 

9 of /us people, Thy bow was made quite naked, drawn 
out of its caſe, according] to the oaths of the tribes, 
[even thy] word; according to thy promiſe to give the land 

of Canaan to the Iſraclites. Selah. Thou didſt cleave the 

10 earth with rivers, The mountains ſaw thee, [and] they 
trembled : the overflowing of the water paſſed by: the 
deep uttered his voice, [and] lifted up his hands on 
high; he waters, as if affrighted, lifted up their waves 
with a great noiſe, and roſe, like a man who climbs up an 

11 aſcent by his hand, The ſun [and] moon Rood ſtill in 
their habitation : at the light of thine arrows they went, 
2 [and] 
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[and] at the ſhining of thy glittering ſpear ; an alluſſun 
to the giving of ſignals in battle by ſhooting an arrow, or 
hifting up a ſpear ;, thus God gave them a fign when 10 ſtop, 

12 and when to go forward. Thou didſt march through the 

land in indignation, thou didſt threſh, or tread down, 

13 the heathen in anger. Thou wenteſt forth for the al. 
vation of thy people; [even] for ſalvation with thine 
anointed ; with Moſes, Aaron, Foſhua, and others, who 

. were inſtruments of delivering Iſrael; thou woundedſt the 
head out of the houſe of the wicked, hou did/t deſtroy 

; the confederate princes of Canaan, by diſcovering the 

foundation unto the neck, or, by laying bare the founda- 
tions to the rock; that is, by expoſing them to deſtruction, 
from the greateſt to the leaſt, from the higheſt to the 

14 loweſt. Thou didft ſtrike through with his ſtaves 
the head of his villages; at is, the captains, or war- 

-  riors; they came out as a whirlwind to ſcatter me: 

their rejoicing [was] as to devour the poor ſecretly ; hey 

15 were cruel, and confident of ſucceſs. Thou didſt walk 

through the ſea with thine horſes, [through] the heap 

16 of great waters. When I heard theſe relations of thy 

judgments, my belly trembled ; my lips quivered at the 

voice : rottenneſs entered into my bones, and I trem- 

bdled in myſelf, I was like a perſon ſeized with a violent 

diſtemper, and began to fink, that I might reſt in the day 

of trouble: when he cometh up unto the people, he will 

invade them with his troops; or, nevertheleſs I hall reſt 

in the day of trouble ;, that is, tho" God goes on to bring 

_ puniſhments on a ſinful people; tho* the Chaldeans come and 

- carry us captive, yet I am ſtill perſuaded of his majeſty and 
power, and ſhall find enough in him to comfort me. 

17 Although the fig tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither 

hall] fruit [be] in the vines; the labour of the olive 
ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat; the flock 

_ ſhall be cut off from the fold, and there ſhall be] no 
herd in the ſtalls ; % aggravating calamities meet each 
other, by invading enemies, or the immediate hand of God, 

18 Yet I will rejoice in the Logo, I will joy in the God of 

19 my ſalvation, The Lozp God [1s] my ſtrength, and 

he will make my feet like hinds' {feet,] and he will 
e 
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make me to walk upon my high places; he will reſtore 
my former ſtrength for war, and raiſe ſufficient fortifications 
about me. To the chief finger on my ſtringed inſtru- 
ments. This poetical oration was to be uſed in the temple 
ſervice, probably by order of Faſial, to encourage the faith 
and hope of 1frael, 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. E E of how much importance it is, that we recol - 

lect and make familiar to our minds the perfections 
of God, and his appearances for his people. The prophet 
here reviews God's antient and wonderful works in favour 
of his people, and deſcribes them in moſt ſublime poetical 
language, to impreſs the hearts of his degenerate people. 
And it is proper that we ſhould conſider theſe things, that 
we may have a deep conviction of the providence and 
power of Jehovah; that all nature and its elements are 
under his command; that he can eaſily confound all his 
enemies, and ſave his people in the moſt diſtreſſing circum- 
ſtances. He is a God above all gods: let us learn to reverence 


and adore him, who is glorious'in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, 


doing wonders, 
2. When we recollect what God did for his antient 


ple, it ſhould lead us to pray and hope that he will revive 
his work. This is the great thing we ſhould be ſolicitous 
about. It is a moſt important petition, and eſpecially 
neceſſary now his cauſe is ſunk low; there is little piety 
or real charity to be found among us : few chriſtians are 
faithful, fewer ſtill are active and zealous. Let us earneſtly 
pray,. that God would ſupport religion; that he would 
quicken the ſpirits of his faithful ſervants; comfort them 
under perſecution and oppreſſion, and make them zealous in 
every good word and work, Our faith may be encouraged 
in ſuch prayers and hopes, by recollecting what he has 
done: and conſidering that when his work ſeems dying, or 
even dead, he can revive it, ſo that our ſouls ſhall rejoice in 

him. | 
3. How comfortable is it to have God for our portion 
and happineſs, when earthly comforts fail us, and to be 
able 


— — 
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them for it, and to make it more welcome and delightful. 


able to rejoice in him in ſuch cireumſtances. It is a melan- 
choly caſe which the prophet here deſcribes, v. 17. Earthly 


ſupports proſpect for the next year ſunk ; every 


thing dark and — If this ſhould be the caſe with 
us, Mill, if true chriſtians, we may reſt in God, and have 
quietneſs within in the day of trouble: yea, we may joy and 
rejoice in him, He is the God of ſalvation, The everlaſting 
ſalvation of his people is ſecure; and all their temporal 
lofles and diſappointments ſhall be overruled, to prepare 


THE BOOK OF 


The Prophet ZEPHANIAH, 


INTRODUCTION. 


FEPHANIAH was one of the laſt prophets who prophefied 

before the captivity. He foretells the utter deſolation of 
Jeruſalem and Fudea by the Chaldeans, thereby to ſtir them up, 
if it were poſſible, to repentance, that they might prevent this 
Judgment : to which therefore he exhorts them, and the rather, 
in regard of the ſore judgments that were to be inſlicted upon the 
neighbouring nations for their fins, <ohich therefore ſhauld be a 
warning to them: but finding them incorrigibie, he reproves then 
ug ain ; and then concludes with gracious promiſes concerning their 
tan venſion and reſtoration to their own land in the latter day. 
He prophefied much about the time that Jeremiah entered on his 
prophetick office, before Chriſt, from 640 10 609, and in his 
| wethod and ſuljject reſembles him. 


CHAPTER I. 
Contains a prophecy of God's ſevere judgment againſt Fudah for 


divers fins. 

11 HE word of the Loxp which came unto 
ſ Zephaniah the ſon of Cuſhi, the ſon of Geda - 
liah, the fon of Amariah, the fon of Hiz- 
party the days of Jofiah the ſon of Amon, king of 

Judah. 
2 I will utterly conſume all things] from off the land, 
faith the Lorp ; an abrupt beginning, expreſſive of the cer- 
3 tainty and importance of his — I will conſume man 
and beaft, I will conſume the fowls of the heaven, and 
the fiſhes of the ſea, and the ſtumbling blocks with the 
wicked; and I will cut off man from off the land, faith 
the Loxp; figurative expreſſions, denoting univerſal _ 
0n, 
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* 4 lation, I will alfo ftretch out mine hand upon Judah, 
and upon all the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, who are under 
liar obligations to me; and I will cut off the remnant 
of Baal from this place, the remaining places and altars that 
had eſcaped Jofiah's reformation, [and] the name of the 
Chemarims, the idolatrous prieſts or ſacrificers, (Hoſ. x. 5.) 
with the prieſts; thoſe of the Levites my prieſts that joined 
5 with them; And them that worſhip the hoſt of heaven 
upon the houſe tops; and them that worſhip [and] 
that ſwear by the Lorp, and that ſwear by Malcham, 
or Moloch; as fevearing is an appeal to God, it is an att of 
religious worſhip ; to ſwear by idols, therefore, is idolatry ; 
6 And them that are turned back from the Loxp ; and 
[thoſe] that have not ſought the Logp, nor enquired 
for him; who have forſaken God, and neglected religion. 
7 Hold thy peace at the preſence of the Lord Gop ; wii 
 filent reverence adore him, and ſubmit to his judgments : 
for the day of the Logp [is] at hand: for the Loxo 
hath prepared you for a ſacrifice, he hath bid his gueſts; 
. the Chalgeans to flay, and the birds and beaſts of prey to de. 
8 vaur the carcaſes. And it ſhall come to paſs in the day 
of the Lokp's ſacrifice, that I will puniſh the princes, 
and the king's children, who by their example and autho- 
rity have encouraged idolatry, and all ſuch as are clothed 
with ſtrange apparel, ſuch as was uſed by worſhippers of 
9 idols, In the fame day alſo will -1 puniſh all thoſe that 
| leap on the threſhold, which fill their maſters' houſes 
with violence and deceit z hat is, thoſe who invade their 
neighbours* houſes and rights, as moſt underſtand it; or 
rather, I think, the worſhippers of Dagon, whoſe prieſts 
never trod an the threſholds of their temples, but leaped over 
10 them, And it ſhall come to pals in that day, faith the 
Ions, {that there ſhall be] the noiſe of a cry from the 
fiſh gate, and an howling from the ſecond city, and a 
great craſhing from the hills, from the cutting down of 
11 word to make inftruments for the fiege, Howl, ye inha- 
bitants of Makteſh, (a valley in Jeruſalem, which divided 
the upper from the lower city, a place of trade or exchange) 
for all the merchant people are cut down; all they that 
12 bear filver are cut off, And it ſhall come to EN 


* 
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that time, [that] I will ſearch Jeruſalem with candles, 
1 will make a- tri ſcrutiny by the Chaldeans, and find out 
their treaſures, and puniſh the men that are ſettled on 
their lees : that ſay in their heart, The Lord will not 
13 do good, neither will he do evil. Therefore their 
goods ſhall become a booty, and their houſes a deſola- 
tion: they ſhall alſo build houſes, but not inhabit 
[them;] and they ſhall plant vineyards, but not drink 
14 the wine thereof, The great day of the Longo [1s] 
near, [it is] near, and haſteth greatly, [even] the 
voice of the day of the Lorp : the mighty man ſhall 
15 cry there bitterly, That day [is] a day of wrath, a 
day of trouble and diſtreſs, a day of waſteneſs and de- 
ſolation, a day of darkneſs and gloomineſs, a day of 
16 clouds and thick darkneſs, A day of the trumpet and 
alarm again the fenced cities, and againſt the high 


17 towers. And I will bring diftreſs upon men, that they 


ſhall walk like blind men, who know not where to go to 
be ſafe; they ſhall be in a ſtate of the greateſt anxiety and 
danger, becauſe they have finned againſt the Lozp : and 
their blood ſhall be poured out as duſt, and their fleſh 
18 as the dung. Neither their filver nor their gold ſhall 
be able to deliver them in the day of the Logv's wrath ; 
but the -whole land ſhall be devoured by the fire of 
his jealouſy : for he ſhall make even a ſpeedy riddance 
of all them that dwell in the land, | 


REFLECTION $; 


l. F ROM hence let us learn particularly to watch 
againſt all thoſe things for which God was ſo diſ- 

pleaſed with his antient people; ſuch as injuſtice, fillin 
our houſes with violence and deceit; the love of vain . 
and pleaſure; being ſettled on our lees, fo as to fear no dan- 
ger, Let us rag againſt being divided between God and 
is is the caſe of many now; they think to 
compound matters with God, by ſerving him and Mammon 
at the ſame time. But all ſuch are offenſive to him; eſpe- 
cially thoſe who forſake religion, who begin well, — 
afterwards run into the gaities and follies of life; who, after 
Vol. VI. | E e ſolemn 
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ſolemn profeſſions and vows, turn back from the Lord, Yea, 
he will puniſh thoſe who never ſought the Lord, nor enquired 


fer im; who do not ſtudy his will, and pray to him; but 


live deſtitute of religion. Theſe crimes of Iſrael are here 
ſpecified for our admonition. 

2. Let us guard againſt thoſe bad principles, which lead 
to theſe bad diſpoſitions and practices. I will ꝓuniſb the men 
that are ſettled on their lees; that ſay in their hearts, The Lord 
doeth no good, neither deth he evil: here was the ſource of 


; their wickedneſs. They were infidels, who denied the pro- 


vidence and moral government of God, and preſumed that, 
however they might fin, God wowld not interfere to puniſh 
them. When men perſuade themſelves that God does not 
obſerve their fins, or is not ſo diſpleaſed with them as to 
puniſh them, and therefore deſpiſe the admonitions of his 
word and miniſters, there 1s little hope of their reformation : 

it is not to be wondered at if they run into all kinds of vice. 


But when the day of ſcrutiny comes, God will ſearch them 


aut, and puniſh them. Therefore let us reflect, 

3. How awful the day of the Lord is, and what a ter- 
rible thing it will be to have his wrath againſt us, What 
an affecting view is here given us of the deſolation of Ju- 
dah and Jeruſalem, tho* they were God's peculiar people. 
Such calamities may come upon our nation, and probably 
will, if thoſe vices which appear among us are ſuffered to 
continue and increaſe. Let us read this account, and 
think with ourſelves, © If God's vengeance on a wicked 
nation is fo dreadful, how terrible will be the day of judg- 


ment; when he will puniſh all the wicked of the earth 


vith everlaſting deſtruction.“ And ſeeing we look for ſuch « 
day, let us ſeriouſly conſider, what manner of perſons we 
ought 10 be, in all holy converſation and godlineſs. 


CHAP. II. 

Contains an exhortation to repentance , the judgment of the Phi- 
lines, of Moab and Ammon, of Ethiopia and Apria, wha 
were all to be ſubdued by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
abou! the time of his e of Judea. 

i GATHER 
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I ATHER yourſelves together, yea, gather to- 
gether, to humble yourſelves, or recollect your ſel ves, 
O nation not defired ; hat is, not yet brought 0 repent- 

2 ance, or, not deſerving of am favour ; Before the decree 
bring forth, or be executed, | before] the day pals as the 
chaff, before the fierce anger of the Loxo come upon 
you, before the day of the Lorp's anger come upon 
you; before that day come which ſhall bring ſuch. dreadful 
calamities as ſhall drive you like chaff before the wind. 

3 Seek ye the Lon b, all ye meek of the earth, which 
have wrought his judgment; ſeek righteouſneſs, ſeek 
meekneſs; be humbled under @ ſenſe of your fins and a fear 
of God's wwrath : it may be ye ſhall be hid in the day of 
the Lord's anger; you may Poſſibly by theſe means even 
yet deliver 88 tho* not your country. 

4 For Gaza ſhall be forſaken, and Aſhkelon a defola- 
tion : they ſhall drive out Aſhdod at the noon day, by 
an open attack, and not by ſtratagem, and Ekron ſhall be 

5 rooted up. Woe unto the inhabitants of the ſea coaſts, 
the nation of the Cherethites, part of the Philiſdines ! 
the word of the Lok [is] againſt you; O Canaan, the 
land of the Philiſtines, hat part of it which of right be- 
longs to the jews, tho* you keep it unjuſtly from them, I will 

even deſtroy thee, that there ſhall be no inhabitant. _ 

6 And the ſea coaſt ſhall be dwellings [and] cottages for 

_ ſhepherds, and folds for flocks; a proverbial expreſſion 

7 of utter deſolation, And the coaſt ſhall be for the rem- 
nant of the houſe of Judah ; they ſhall feed thereupon: 
in the houſes of Aſhkelon ſhall they lie down in the 
evening: for the Lox p their God ſhall viſit them, and 
turn away their captivity z when the jews return, they 
ſhall poſſeſs that country, and have ſettled habitations there. 

8 I have heard the reproach of Moab, and the revil- 
ings. of the children of Ammon, whereby they have 
reproached my people, and magnified {themſelves} . 
againſt their border; invaded their country, and cruelly 

9. uſed them, Therefore [as] I live, faith the Logp of 
hoſts, the God of Iſrael, Surely Moab, who deſcended 

. from Lot, ſhall be as Sodom, and the children of 

Ammon as Gomorrah, [even] the breeding of nettles, 
: | Ee 1 and 
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and ſalt pits, and a perpetual deſolation: the reſidue of 
my people ſhall ſpoil them, and the remnant of my 
people ſhall poſſeſs them; a predicti on fulfilled partly 
10 by Nebuchadnezzar, and finally by the Maccabees. This 
ſhall they have for their pride, becauſe they have re- 
proached and magnified [themſelves] againſt the people 
11 of the Logp of hoſts. The Logp [will be] terrible 
unto them: for he will famiſh all the gods of the 
earth; they ſhall have no worſhippers, their ſacrifices, which 
were abſurdly thought to be their food, ſhall ceaſe; and 
[men] ſhall worſhip him, every one from his place, 
[even] all the iſles of the heathen; that is, the weſtern 
ana the maritime countries, or all Europe, the continents of 

Ala and Africa. 
12 Ye Ethiopians alſo, ye [ſhall be] flain by my ſword. 
13 And he will ſtretch out his hand againſt the north, 
and deftroy Aſſyria; and will make Nineveh a deſola- 
14 tion, [and] dry like a wilderneſs. And flocks ſhall 
lie down in the midſt of her, all the beaſts of the na- 
tions, that is, all nations, or all kinds of wild beaſts : both 
the ¶cormorant, ] or pelican, and the bittern ſhall lodge 
in the upper lintels of it; birds which: fed in the Tygris, 
and made their neſts in the deſerted ruins of Nineveh 
[their] voice ſhall ſing in the windows; deſolation 
- [ſhall be] in the threſholds: for he ſhall uncover the 
15 cedar work; their fineſt carved ornaments. This [1s] the 
rejoicing city that dwelt careleſsly, in eaſe, pleaſure, and 
preſumption, that ſaid in her heart, I [am, ] and [there 
is] none beſides me: how is ſhe become a deſolation, a 
lace for beaſts to lie down in] every one that paſſeth 
y her ſhall hiſs, [and] wag his hand. 


REFLECTIONS, 


1. T T becomes all men to humble themſelves under the 
judgments of God. When national calamities are 
threatened or inflicted, or when individuals are under afflic- 
tion, they ſhould recolle& themſelves, turn inward and 
_— of their own hearts, «why God contendeth with them? 
eſpecially ſhould thoſe do ſo, whoſe prevailing fin is 
pride, 
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pride. The word of the Lord is againſt them, v. 5. It is 
therefore time to humble themſelves; and it will be their 
intereſt as well as duty to do it, before the dreadful day of 
judgment comes, when the wicked ſhall be like chaff driven before 
the wind. | 

2. Obſerve what honour God puts on the meek: on 
thoſe who are humble in their own eyes; ſenſible of the 
evil of fin; ſubmiſſive, and penitent under divine rebukes, 
and who have fincerely done his will, God will be favour- 
able to them, and hide them, on earth, or in heaven. But 
they ſhould continue to ſeek meekneſs; there is ſtill room 
to improve ; let them therefore ſtrive to excel more and 
more. They may poſſibly be inſtruments of ſaving their 
country; but, if not, at leaſt zhey will ſave their own ſouls. 

3. Let us pray for the more complete accompliſhment 
of this prophecy of the deſtruction of idolatry, v. 11, It 
is andy in ſome meaſure accompliſhed 1n theſe iſles ; but 
it is a 8 of the more extenſive ſpread of the goſpel, 
when men ſhall pray every where, without any diſtinction 
of place, to Jehovah alone. And let us obſerve here the 
great deſign of the goſpel, even to bring men to worſhip 
him, and him only. Thoſe who negle& his worſhip, are 
either ignorant of, or negle& the leading deſigns of the 
goſpel, Let us earneſtly pray, that idolatry may be 
aboliſhed, and that men may every where worſhip the Father 
in ſpirit and in truth, 


— 
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| CHAP, III. 
In this chapter Jeruſalem is reproved for its fins, and a promiſe 


is given of a genera! reſtoration of the jews in the latter day. 

I W OE to her that is filthy and polluted, to the 

2 oppreſſing city] She obeyed not the voice; 
ſhe received not correction; ſhe truſted not in the 

3 Lord; ſhe drew not near to her God. Her princes 
within her [are] roaring lions; her judges [are] even- 
ing wolves ; they gnaw not the bones till the morrow; 
they devour the prey entirely, and do not leave the bones till 
E e 3 morning. 


5 


6 


9 
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4 morning, Her prophets [are] light, vain and trifling, 
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[and] treacherous perſons, who come to the temple from 
their idelatrous ſervices: her prieſts have polluted the 
ſanctuary, they have done violence to the law; neglected 
the diſtinftion between clean and unclean, and yet preſumed 
upon God's being among them. But the prophet adds, The 


juſt Loxp [is] in the midſt thereof; he will not do ini- 


quity ; he will not be à partner in your crimes: every 
morning doth he bring his judgment to light, he fail- 
eth not; ke holds his court early every morning, and makes 
his juſtice apparent; but the unjuſt knoweth no ſhame; 
they grow impudent and obſtinate in their fin. I have cut 
off the nations; both Nineveli and the ten tribes : their 


towers are deſolate; I made their ſtreets waſte, that 


none paſſeth by: their cities are deſtroyed, fo that there 
is no man, that there is none inhabitant, I faid, after 
the manner of men, Surely thou wilt fear me, theſe judg- 
ments on neighbouring nations muſt be effettual to thy re- 
pentance and reformation; thou wilt receive inſtruction; 
ſo their dwelling ſhould not be cut off, howſoever 1 
puniſhed them; / that, tho puniſhed, they might not be 
entirely ruined and their cities deftroyed ; but I was diſap- 
pointed, for they became zealous idolaters, and more generally 
vicious, they roſe early, [and] corrupted A their 
doings. | ; > 

Therefore, or, nevertheleſs, wait ye upon me, ſaith 
the Lorp, until the day that I riſe up to the prey: for 
my determination [is] to gather the nations, that I 
may aſſemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine 
indignation, [even] all my fierce anger: for all the 
earth, that is, all the enemies of my church, ſhall be de- 
voured with the fire of my jealouſy. For then will I turn, 
or reſtore to the people a pure language, ſanctiſied hearts 
and lips, that they may all call upon-the name of the 
Lond, to ſerve him with one conſent, with one froulder ; 


10 an alluſion to beaſts drawing in teams. From beyond the 


rivers of Ethiopia my ſuppliants, even] the daughter 


11 of my diſperſed, ſhall bring mine offering. In that 
day ſhalt thou not be aſhamed for all thy doings, 


where in thou haſt tranſgreſſed againſt me; hou ſhalt not 


be 


— 
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be put to ſhame on account of them, nor be continued under 
the reproach and puniſhment of them : for then I will take 
away out of the midſt of thee them that rejoice in thy 
pride, and thou ſhalt no more be haughty becauſe of 
my holy mountain; Iwill take away thoſe hypocrites, wwho 
boaſted in their temple, and of their being the people of God. 
12 I will alſo leave in the midſt of thee an afflicted and 
poor people, à people meek and poor in ſpirit, and they 
13 ſhall truft in the name of the Lond. The remnant of 
Iſrael ſhall not do iniquity, nor ſpeak lies; neither ſhall 
a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth; there ſhall 
be no more idolatry nor deceit among them : tor they ſhall 
feed and lie down, like the ſheep of God's paſture, and 
none ſhall make [them] afraid; they ſhall be ſafe under 
his protection. 

14 Sing, O daughter of Zion; ſhout, O Iſrael; be 
glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of Jeru- 
15 ſalem. The Loxd hath taken away thy judgments, he 
hath caſt out thine enemy: the King of Iſrael, ſeven] 
the Lok o, [is] in the midſt of thee, by manifeſt tokens 
of his preſence and favour :-thou ſhalt not ſee evil any 
16 more, In that day it ſhall be faid to Jeruſalem, God 
will ſay it by his providence and promiſes, Fear thou not: 
[and to] Zion, Let not thine hands be ſlack ; perform 
thy duty with diligence and cheerfulneſs, and God will 
17 ſtrengthen thee in an extraordinary manner. The Loxo 
thy God in the midſt of thee [is] mighty; he will 

ſave, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will 
or, be filent, in his love; he will joy, or exult, over thee 
with ſinging ; he will view thee with a tranſport which 
cannot be uttered ; and when the tranſport ſubjides, he will 
break forth into a ſong of exultation. What a wonderful and 
18 delightful repreſentation! I will gather [them that are] 
ſorrowful for the ſolemn aſſembly, for the want of or- 
dinances, [who] are of thee, the true members of the church, 
ta [whom] the reproach of it, wherew:th their enemies 
19 upbraided them, [was] a burden. Behold, at that time 
I will undo all that afflict thee : and I will ave her that 
halteth, and gather her that was driven out; and I 
will get them praiſe and fame in eyery land where they 
Ee 4 have 
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20 have been put to ſhame. At that time will I bring 
you [again, ] even in the time that I gather you: for 
J will make you a name and a praiſe among all people 
of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before 
your eyes, iaith the Lorn ; when the jews ſhall be con. 
verted and reſtored to their own land, there ſhall be ſuch evi. 
dent tokens of God's care in collecting and protecting them, 
and in puniſhing their irreconcileable enemies, as ſhall be 
greatly to their honour, and lead all the world to admire and 
adore the providence of their God. 


REFLECTIONS. 


G N habitual ſenſe of God's holineſs is the moſt 
| effectual preſervative againſt fin. Jeruſalem was 
grown corrupt; ſhe regarded neither God's inſtructions, 
nor his corrections: but neglected his ordinances, and 
lighted his word. The de was, becauſe they * of 
that the juft Lord was in the midſt of them, They boaſted 
that God was with them, (as many now rely on their pri- 
vileges) but forgot his purity and juſtice, Let us be care- 
ful to remember that this God is an holy and righteous 
Being, who will not connive at iniquity, even in thoſe 
who privileges or profeſſions are moſt diſtinguiſhed: be 
ye therefore holy, for he is holy. 9 
2. How ſolicitous ſhould we be not to diſappoint God's 
reaſonable expectations from us, v. 7, We are here taught 
what God's deſign is in publick judgments, and in afflicting 
others, namely, that we may learn to fear him; let us then 
receive this inſtruftion. If we do not, his end is defeated, his 
anger provoked, and we may afluredly expect 10 be cut off. 
3. We are ſhown upon what terms we are to expect the 
favour and blefling of God, We muſt maintain purity of 
language, in oppoſition to every thing that is profane, falſe, 
or indecent; a good converſation; that is, piety, and 
ſeriouſneſs in our diſcourſe ; union of hearts in his ſervice; 
exhorting, aſſiſting, and quickening one another ; meek- 
neſs and humility, which will lead to truſt in God, and to 
be gentle to all men; and particularly, a regard to his wor- 
ſhip and ordinances; calling vpon his name, and frequent- 
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ing the ſolemn aſſembly ; grieving at any thing that detains 
us from it, or that brings a reproach upon it. When God 
intends ſalvation for his people, this will be their character; 
and it is neceſſary for every one, who defires that his own 
ſoul may be ſaved in the day of the Lord. | | 

4. How condeſcending 1s God thus to rejoice over his 
people, and how careful ſhould they be to rejoice in him. 
We have one of the moſt animating, delightful, and amaz- 
ing paſſages in ſcripture, in v. 17, God repreſents himſelf as 
in filent tranſport, rejoicing over the converſion of ſinners, 
and in the happineſs of his people; and at length, as ex- 
preſſing his joy by finging. How much more will this be 
the caſe at the great day, when he ſhall gather together all 
his people, @ multitude which cannot be numbered, and make 
them a name and a praiſe. Let his ſervants greatly and con- 
ſtantly rejoice in him, eſpecially in ſolemn aſſemblies for 
his worſhip, and in all their religious ſervices : for this joy 
of the Lord will be their ftrength. | | 
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THE BOOK OF 


The Prophet HA G GAl. 


INTRODUCTION. 
FJAGGCAT is the firſt of the three prophets who were cn! 
to the Tews after their return from ie Balyloniſſi cap- 
tivity. He lived about five hundred and twenty years before Chriſt, 
and about fifteen years after Cyrus's grant of releaſe and com- 
miſſion 10 rebuild the temple ;, in which work they were too negli- 
gent, till rouſed by this prophet. Ezra vii. 11. Cc. 


CHAPTER I. 


In this chapter Haggai, reproves the negligence of the people, 
incites them to build the houſe, and promiſes God's aſſiſtance. 


I 'E the ſecond year of Darius the king, the ſon of 


Hyſtaſpes, the third of the Perſian kings from Cyrus, 

in the fixth month, in the firſt day of the month, 
came the word of the Loxp by Haggai the pro 
unto Zerubbabel the ſon of Shealtiel, governor of u- 
dah, and grandſon of Feconiah king of Judah, and to 
Joſhua the ſon of Joſedech, the high prieſt, who was 
carried captive with Zedekiah, ſaying, 

2 Thus ſpeaketh the Lok p of hoſts, ſaying, This 
people ſay, The time is not come, the time that the 
Loxv's houſe ſhould be built; we have yet neither leiſure 

nor ſubſtance to do it; nor encouragement from the Perſian 

3 court; the reſtraints are not yet taken away. Then came 

'v the word of the Lon n by Haggai the prophet, ſaying, 

— Alls it] time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled 

| houſes, which you find time and money to ere for your- 

5 ſelves, and this houſe [lie] wafte ? Now therefore thus 

-— | faith the Loxp of hoſts; Confider your ways; the im- 
_ propriety of your conduct after my extraordinary interpoition 
BM | in 


1 
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6 in your behalf. Ye have ſown much, and bring in little; 
ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are 
not filled with drink ; you plead that you have not enough 
for your ſelves and families, as your excuſe for neglecting to 
build my temple; while this very neglef prevents your proſ 
perity : ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he 
that earneth wages earneth wages [to put it] into a bag 
with holes; what you get does you no good, but a ſecret curſe 
conſumes it, v. 9. 
7 Thus faith the Loxp of hoſts; Conſider your ways. 
8 Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build 
the houſe; and I will take pleaſure in it, and I will be 
glorified, faith the Lord ; I will own you as my people, 
9 and accept this as done for my glory. Ye looked for much, 
and, lo, [it came] to little; and when ye brought [it] 
home, I did blow upon it, by vermin, or mould. Why? 
faith the Lok of hoſts. Becauſe of mine houſe that 
[is] waſte, and ye run every man unto his own houſe. 
10 Therefore the heaven over you is ſtayed from dew, 
11 and the earth is ſtayed [from] her fruit. And I called 
for a drought upon the land, and upon the mountains, 
and * * corn, and upon the new wine, and upon 
the oil, and upon [that] which the ground bringeth 
forth, and upon men, and upon =55 4 and upon all 
the labour of the hands; all ſuffered by the violent heat. 
12 Then Zerubbabel the ſon of Shealtiel, and Joſhua the 
ſon of Joſedech, the high prieſt, with all the remnant 
of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lorp their 
God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the 
Lon their God had ſent him, and the people did fear 
before the Logp; they feared luis diſpleaſure, and there« 


13 fore ſet to work. Then ſpake Haggai the Loap's 


meſſenger in the Loxp's meſſage unto the people, 
ſaying, I [am] with you, faith the Lorp ; 10 pardon 
what 15 paſt, and proſper your labqurs in this work. 

14 And the Logo ſtirred up the ſpirit of Zerubbabel the 
ſon of Shealtiel, goyernor af Judah, and the ſpirit of Jo- 
ſhua the ſon of Joſedech, the high prieft, and the ſpirit of 
all the remnant of the people; and they came and did 
work in the houſe of the Logp of hoſts, their God; with. 
| | one 
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15 one heart, and great reſolution, In the four and twentieth 
day of the fixth month, in the ſecond year of Darius 
the king, and about three weeks after they had received 
their commiſſion, 
REFLECTIONS. 
i. CONSIDERATION of our ways is a great friend 


to true religion. We have reflecting powers, and 
ought to employ them in the examination of our moral and 


religious conduct and character. Every part of religion 


has the higheſt reaſon on its fide, Wickedneſs, and even 
neglects of duty, are owing to the want of thought. My 
people doth not confider what way they are walking in, or 


where it will end. Let us apply our minds to this great 


duty, and prove our own works. I thought on my ways, faith 


the Pſalmiſt, and turned my feet to thy teſtimonies. 


2. God is highly diſpleaſed, when men are ſo intent 
on their worldly concerns as to negle& his houſe and glory, 
Strange conduct in the jews, juſt after their return, that 
they could find time and money to build fine houſes, 
while the houſe of God was left in ruins. It ſhows a great 
contempt of God and religion, when men think no — — 
finery too much about their own houſes, and the meaneſt 
accommodations good enough for God's houſe ; when they 
ſcruple no expenſe in dreſs and diet, yet complain of 
charitable applications, and being ſaddled with expenſes for 
God's cauſe and glory: and God often blaſts the defigns 
of ſuch worldly people; their affairs ſucceed the worſe for 
neglecting devotion and charity. Some unexpected diſap- 
pointment often ſweeps away the ſubſtance which they have 
withholden from God and his ſervice. 

3. Our ſucceſs in worldly affairs, and our comfort 
in every creature, depend upon a divine bleſſing. The 
changes of weather, on CNL cor ſupplies ſo much de- 
pend, are in God's hand. On his providence it depends 
whether the ſeed ſnall come up, or ripen : and when it is 
gathered, he can blow upon it and blaſt it: or, we may 
eat, and not be ſatisfied. Man liveth not by bread alone 


therefore let us acknowledge God in all our ways, * 
8 ee 
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ſeek his bleſſing; and in order to obtain that, we ſhould 
abound in the exerciſes of piety and charity. 

4. God exerciſes a ſecret influence on the minds of men, 
by which he can ſtir them up to what is great and good. 
The prophet preached ; his reaſons were ſtrong, and his 
arguments forcible: but God flirred up their ſpirits, All 
convictions of the reaſonableneſs and importance of duty 
will be inſufficient, without this. Vain is the labour of . 
ordinary miniſters, or even of prophets, unleſs this influ- 
ence of God concurs. We ſee the neceſſity therefore of 
fervent prayer, if we deſite to do good to others, or reap 
advantage ourſelves by the means of grace, 

5. if we faithfully attempt to build up God's temple, 
he will be with us, v. 13. A ſhort encouragement, but 
ſufficient; for it comprehends every thing, It is en- 
couragement to miniſters 10 edify the ſaints ;, to parents, 10 


build up their children as ſpiritual temples; and to all, to edify 


one another. If we attempt this with vigour and diſpatch, 
God will ſtrengthen our hands, and proſper our work. Let us 
then, be up, and doing, and the Lord will be with us, 


—— ———_—_ — 
CHAP, IL 


Haggai in this chapter encourages the people to the work, by a 
promiſe of greater glory to the ſacond temple than was in the 


1 IN the ſeventh month, ] in the one and twentieth 
[day] of the month, came the word of the Lozp 

2 by the N Haggai, ſaying, Speak now to Zerub- 
babel the ſon of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to 
Joſhua the ſon of Joſedech, the high prieſt, and to the 

3 reſidue of the people, ſaying, Who [is] left among 
you that ſaw this houſe in her firſt glory? and how do 
ye ſee it now? ſis it] not in your eyes in compariſon 

4 of it as nothing.“ Yet now be ſtrong, O Zerubbabel, 
| faith 

It was ſixty eight years fince the deſtruction of the temple, 


ſo that thoſe who were ſeventy five and upwards could well re- 
member it, as Ezra and ſome others did. 


| | 
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faith the Lorp; and be ſtrong, O Joſhua, ſon of Jo. 
| ſedech, the high prieſt z and be ſtrong, all ye people 
| of the land, faith the Loxo, and work: for I [am] 
| 5 with you, faith the Lok p of hoſts : [According to] the 
word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of 
Egypt, that is, to return to you, if you would return to 
me, ſo my ſpirit, my invifible preſence and gracious aſſiſt. 
| 6 ance, remaineth among you : fear ye not. For thus 
7 faith the Loxp of hoſts, (a ſolemn introduction of a cele- 
_ brated prophecy of the Meſſiah,) Yet once, it [is] a little 
while, and I will ſhake the heavens and the earth, and 
the ſea, and the dry land; ] there ſhall be one other vio- 
lent commotion in the world, and, comparatively in a lililt 
while; not only ſhall the Perſians be overcome by the Grecians, 
and they by the Romans, and Judea ſubdued and deſolated, Wl 
7 but one great and final religious revolution; And I will #$ 
ſhake all nations, and the deſire of all nations ſhall Wl 
come; tha is, Chriſt, who is worthy to be defired by all; 
and who ſhall make ſuch diſcoveries of God and his mercy, as 
are the. noble objetts of rational, ardent, and univerſal de- 
fire: * and I will fill this houſe with glory by the preſence 
of the Meffiah, faith the Loxo of hoſts ; or, this ſhall be 
the filling of its glory, that which ſhall make it complete; 4 
8 promiſe deſigned to encourage the people in their work. The 
filver [is] mine, and the 'gold [is] mine, faith the 
Lon p of hoſts; I could give this temple all ornaments of 
gold and filver, if I pleaſed; but I intend a better glory for 
9 it. The glory of this latter houſe ſhall be greater than 
of the former, ſaith the Lox o of hoſts ; tho” this ſecond 
temple will not be ſo grand and ſplendid as the firſt, tho" il 
ſhall want the ark, the Shekinah, the oracle, &c. yet it 
ſhall have a greater glory, becauſe it ſhall be honoured with 
Chriſt”s preſence, and the goſpel be preached there : and in 
1 this place will I give peace, all kind of happineſs, faith 
_ | the Lonp of hoſts; referring to the ſpiritual bleſſings 
| offered by Chriſt. —T hus it appears that Chriſt was to come 
while this temple ſtooa," and therefore Jeſus of Nazareth 
muſt be the true Meſſiah, 
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The jews did expect him, and many heathens wiſhed for ſuch 
s perſon, 
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10 In the four and twentieth [day] of the ninth month. I 
in the ſecond year of Darius, came the word of the 

it Loxp by Haggai the prophet, ſaying, Thus faith the 
Logp of hoſts; Aſk now the prieſts [concerning] the 
12 law, ſaying, If one bear holy fleſh in the ſkirt of his 
garment, and with his ſkirt do touch bread, or 3 

or wine, or oil, or any meat, ſhall it be holy? And 
the prieſts anſwered and faid, No; h the garment that. 
toucheth the fin offering is holy, it cannot communicate hioli- 
13-neſs to any thing elſe. Then ſaid Haggai, If [one that 
is] unclean by a dead body touch any of theſe, ſhall it 
be unclean? And the prieſts anſwered and faid, It ſhall 
14 be unclean. Then anſwered Haggai, and ſaid, So [is] 
this people, and fo [is] this nation before me, faith 
the Loxb; and ſo [is] every work of their hands; and 
that which they offer there [is] unclean ; while their 
hearts are unclean, and their lives irregular, - their ſacrifices 
cannot be acceptable; their offerings at die altar are in 
vain, while they neglect the work I command them to do. 

15 And now, I pray you, conſider from this. day and 
upward, from before a ſtone was laid upon a ſtone in 
the temple of the Logp ; from the time that a flop was 

16 put to the building : Since thoſe [days] were, when [one] 
came to an heap of twenty ¶ meaſures,] there were 
[but] ten: when [one] came to the preſs-fat for to 
draw out fifty [veſſels] out of the preſs, there were 

| [but] twenty; he harveſs and vintage produced at moſ 
17 but half of what you expefied. I ſmote you with blaſt. 
ing and with mildew and with hail in all the labours of 
your hands; yet ye [turned] not to me, faith the Lozp, 
18 Conſider now from this day and upward, from the 
four and twentieth day of the ninth [month, even] 
from the day that the foundation of the Loxn's tem- 

19 ple was laid, confider [it.] Is the ſeed yet in the barn? 
yea, as yet the vine, and the fig tree, and the pome- 
ranate, and the olive tree hath not brought forth : 

rom this day will I bleſs [you ;] it is now November, 

and ſo far from harveſt, that you cannot gueſs whether the 
next year ſhall be fruitful or not; yet J aſſure you it ſhall be 

a pleniful 
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a plentiful year : from the day you began the work again I 
will proſper you. | 

20 And again the word of the Logp came unto Haggai 
in the four and twentieth [day] of the month, ſaying, 

21 Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, ſaying, I 

22 will ſhake the heavens and the earth; And I will over- 
throw the throne of kingdoms, and I will deſtroy the 
ſtrength of the kingdoms of the heathen; and 1 will 
overthrow the chariots, and thoſe»that ride in them; 
and the horſes and their riders ſhall come down, every 


| 23 one by the ſword of his brother. In that day, faith the 


Lorp of hoſts, will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my 

_ ſervant, the ſon of Shealtiel, faith the Loxb, and will 

make thee as a fignet ; et thee in a place of greateſt ſafety, 

and keep thee ſecure :- for | have choſen thee, ſaith the 

Lorp of hoſts ; promiſe of future and final favour 10 
Zerubbabel in particular. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. A SENSE of God's preſence, ſhould engage us 
to go on reſolutely in his work, God promiſed 


to be with the jews while building his temple; ſo they 


began. He then, for their encouragement, repeated the 
promiſe ; and that induced them to perſevere, notwith- 
ſtanding their difficulties and dangers, Let us attend to 
this in our chriſtian work. It is great, difficult, and im- 
portant; we have much oppoſition. from without and 
within; we have need to be ſtrong, to exert ourſelves with 
vigour z and we have the promiſe of his preſence to ani- 


mate us; his ſpirit remaineth with us. Let us depend on 


its ud, Tho' the ſtate of things now is perhaps worſe 
than in the days of our fathers, yet that ſhould not diſ- 
courage us; but excite us to be more active in our en- 
deayours, and more earneſt in our prayers. | 

2. Let us rejoice in the accompliſhment of this glorious 
prophecy ; and earneſtly ſeek the preſence of Chriſt with his 
churches. The ſecond temple is now deftroyed, and therefore 
the Meſſiah is certainly come. He hath come to the nations 


in general, and come to us in particular; and he is a Sa- 


viour 
. 


8 
ö 
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viour every way defirable ; admirably ſuited to our circum 
ſtances, Let us rejoice in him as our peace; and regard 
his preſence and bleſſing as the chief glory of our places of 
worſhip : not filver and gold, ſplendour and decorations, 
but the pure goſpel and grace of Chriſt; his ſpirit attend- 
ing his ordinances. Let us earneſtly pray that this ma 
be the glory of the houſes where we aſſemble, and that 
our ſouls may be enriched and adorned thereby, : 

3. Let us be very ſolicitous not to pollute our offerings 
by any irregularities. A holy garment would not ſanctify 
other things; but he that was defiled, defiled every thing 
he touch An inſtructive law, intimating that pollution 
is more eaſily communicated than holineſs. A relation to 
God's people will not make us holy, Attendance 
ordinances will not fave, nor be acceptable, while the 
hands and heart are polluted, Let us labour then to 
cleanſe our hands and hearts from wickedneſs, that our 
worſhip may be pleaſing to God. 

4. Let us carefully obſerve the correſpondence which 
ſubſiſts between the providence and the word of God, v. 19. 
While we negle& our duty, we can expect nothing but 
blaſting providences; but when we return to our duty, we 
have encouragement to expect God's bleſſing. Let us at- 
tend likewiſe to the correſpondence there is between our 
prayers and the providence of God. There is a greater 

reement between them than is generally obſerved: and 

o* we are not in this reſpe& under ſuch an equal provi- 
dence as the jews were; yet this we ſhall certainly find, that 
| Godlineſs is profitable to all things, having the promiſe of the 
life which now is, and of that which is to come. 
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viour every way deſirable; admirably ſuited to our circum- 
ſtances. Let us rejoice in him as our peace; and regard 
his preſence and bleſſing as the chief glory of our places of 
worſhip: not filver and gold, ſplendour and decorations, 
but the pure goſpel and grace of Chriſt; his ſpirit attend- 
ing his ordinances, Let us earneſtly pray that this may 
be the glory of the houſes where we aſſemble, and that all 
our ſouls may be enriched and adorned thereby. 2 

3. Let us be very ſolicitous not to pollute our offerings 
by any irregularities. A holy garment would not ſanctity 
other things; but he that was defiled, defiled every thing 
he touched. An inſtructive law, intimating that pollution 
is more eaſily communicated than holineſs. A relation to 
God's people will not make us holy, Attendance upon 
ordinances will not fave, nor be acceptable, while the 
hands and heart are polluted, Let us labour then to 
cleanſe our hands and hearts from wickedneſs, that our 
worſhip may be pleaſing to God. 

4. Let us carefully obſerve the correſpondence which 
ſubſiſts between the providence and the word of God, v. 19. 
While we neglect our duty, we can expect nothing but 
blaſting providences; but when we return to our duty, we 
have encouragement to expect God's bleſſing. Let us at- 
tend likewiſe to the correſpondence there is between our 
prayers and the providence of God, There is a greater 

reement between them than is generally obſerved: and 

o* we are not in this reſpe& under ſuch an equal provi- 
dence as the jews were; yet this we ſhall certainly find, that 
| Godlineſs is profitable to all things, having the promiſe of the 
life which now is, and of that which is to come. 
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INTRODUCTION, 


ZECHAR LAH was cotemporary with Haggai ; and, like 

— tas, the firſt part of this prophecy is deſigned to encourage 
the people to build the temple : in the latter part he treats of the 
ſufferings, death, and kingdom of Chriſt, in many particulars, 
not mentioned by am of the leſſer prophets before him; every 
thing relating to thoſe great events becoming more explicit, in 
proportion as their accompliſhment drew nearer, 


CHAPTER I. 


This chapter contains an exhortatson to repentance, and promiſes 
of ſecurity and peace while they were building the temple. 
1 FU the eighth month, in the ſecond year of Darius, 
I came the word of the Lon p unto Zechariah, the 
| fon of Berechiah, the ſon of Iddo the prophet, 
2 ſaying, The Loxp hath been fore diſpleaſed with your 
3 fathers. Therefore ſay thou unto them, Thus faith 
the Lokp of hoſts; Turn ye unto me, faith the Logo 
of hoſts, and 1 will turn unto you, faith the Logp of 
hoſts. The «words are repeated, to remind them how dan- 
gerous it was io oppoſe him, and that his almighty power 
4 and majeſty ought to diſpoſe them to return to him, Be ye 
not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets, 
eſpecially Feremiah, have cried, ſaying, Thus faith the 
| Lord of hoſts; Turn ye now from your evil ways, 
and [from] your evil doings : but they did not hear, 
5 nor hearken unto me, ſaith the Logp, Your fathers, 
where [are] they ? and the prophets, do they live for 
ever? thoſe who propheſied, and the people againſt whon 
they. propfu/ied, are all dead; but. the tefijnony of falls 5 
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6 the truth of my prediftions remains. But my words an d 
my ſtatutes, which I commanded my ſervants the pr o- 
phets, did they not take hold of your fathers ? my 
words took effett in their puniſhment, and ſhowed the prophets 
to be true? and they returned, they repented when it was 
tob late, and faid, Like as the Lonp of hoſts thought 
to do unto us, according to our ways, and according 
to our doings, ſo hath he dealt with us; and thus my 
threatenings denounced by my prophets at this time, will ſeize 
' you, except ye take warning. x 

Upon the four and twenticth day of the eleventh 
month, which [is] the month Sebat, in the ſecond 
ear of Darius, came the word of the Lord unto Ze- 
chariah, the ſon of Berechiah, the ſon of Iddo the pro- 
8 phet, ſaying, I ſaw by night, and behold a man, riding 
upon a red horſe, and he ſtood among the myrtle trees 
that [were] in the bottom; and behind him [were 

9 there] red horſes, ſpeckled, and white.“ Then faid I, 
O my lord, what [are] theſe? And the angel that 
talked with me ſaid unto me, I will ſhow thee what 
10 theſe be.] And the man that ſtood among the myrtle 
trees, tne angel who preſided over the reſt, took as it were 
the words out of his mouth, and anſwered and ſaid, Theſe 
are they] whom the Logp hath ſent to walk to and 
fro through the earth; 0 manage the affairs of the 
11 nations. And they anſwered the angel of the Loxp 
that ſtood among the myrtle trees, and ſaid, We have 
walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, 
all the earth fitteth ſtill, and is at reſt ; the Perfian em- 
pire is now in a quiet ſtate, therefore it is a proper time to 
build the temple. | 
1 12 Then 


* The prophet ſaw à viſion of angels; and of the Lord of 
them, (that is, of Chriſt, the captain of the Lord's hoſts) like 
a warrior, repoſing himſelf under ſome myrtle trees in the heat 
of the day. The angels are repreſented as riding on different 
horſes; the red might repreſent. thoſe who preſided over countries 
that were the ſeat of war; the white, the gnardians of thoſe who 
were in peace; and the ſpeckled, thoſe who were charged both 
with judgment and mercy, or that were concerned in more va- 
rious diſpenſations, | * 


= 
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32 Then the angel of the Lox, he captain of the Lord; 
fs, the guardian of Jeruſalem, anſwered and ſaid, O 
Lon of hoſts, how long wilt thou not have mercy 

on Jeruſalem and on the cities of Judah, againſt which 

thou haſt had indignation theſe threeſcore and ten years? 
it being now near ſeventy years fince the city was taken, 
13 And the Lorp anſwered the angel that talked with me 
14 [with] good words [and] comfortable words. So the an- 
gel that communed with me ſaid unto me, Cry thou, deli. 
ver this meſſape to the people, ſayitig, Thus ſaith the Logy 
of hoſts; I am jealous for Jeruſalem and for Zion with 

| a great Jealouſy 3 1 am zealous for them with great zeal. il 

15 And I am very fore diſpleaſed with the heathen ¶ that 

are] at eaſe; and my judgement ſhall come upon them : for 
I was but a little diſpleaſed with Judah, that is, on) 

for a ſhort time, and intended to puniſh them moderateh, 
and they helped forward the affliction ; hey # pre 
their ambition and cruelty,” and did all they could to fink 
16 and deſtroy my people. Therefore thus faith the Logs; 
I am returned to Jeruſalem with mercies : my houſe 
ſhall be built in it, ſaith the Loxp of hoſts, and a line 
ſhall be ſtretched forth upon Jeruſalem ; the ſtreets and 

17 walls ſhall be regularly built, Cry yet, ſaying, Thus 

faith the Logp of hoſts ; my cities throukh proſperity 
ſhall yet be ſpread abroad.; not only Jeruſalem, but other 
cities in Judea fhall be inhabited by multitudes, and ſpread 
abroad their ſuburbs and colonies; and the Lox ſhall yet 

eomfort Zion, and ſhall yet chooſe Jeruſalem ; hal 
delight in the Jews as his choſen people. 

18 hen lifted 1 up mine eyes, and ſaw, and behold 
19 four harns. And I faid unto the angel that talked 

with me, What [be] theſe? And he anſwered me, 

- "Theſe fare) the horns which have ſcattered Judah, 

Iſtael and Jeruſalem; that is, the neighbouring nations 
who hindered the building of the temple ; the Samaritans, 
Arahians, Ammonites, and Philiſtines, as we read in Ne- 
hemiah. Horns were uſual emblems of power, as the offenſive 

20 power of many beaſts lies in their horns. And the LORD 
23 ſhowed me four carpenters. Then ſaid I, What come 
theſe. ta do ? And he ſpake, ſaying, Theſe [are] the 


horns 
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horns which have ſcattered Judah, ſo that no man did 
lift up his head: but theſe are come to fray or affright 
them, to caſt out the horns of the Gentiles, which 
lifted up [their] horn over the land of Judah to ſcatter 
it; theſe are an equal number of inſtruments which I have 
provided to deſtroy their power. 


REFLECTIONS 


1. E are here moſt clearly taught, that God takes 
| notice of and remembers the meſſages which 
he hath ſent to his people: an inſtructive thought, v. 4. 
what meſſengers haye been ſent, their different gifts, the 
meſſages they have delivered, the pains they have taken, 
and the warnings they have given. The general com- 
mand of all his meſſengers is the ſame ; namely, turn to 
God, and repent, He is the Lord of hoſts; therefore, not 
to turn to him will involve us in dreadful deſtruction. 

2. Let us reflect on the death of preceding miniſters and 
former generations. Our fathers, and the miniſters who 
preached to them, are gone, and where are they? Faithful 
miniſters are rewarded, and thoſe who obeyed their meſſages 
are ſaved; but on thoſe who did not, the word hath taken 
hold, and the threatenings of it are executed upon them. 
Miniſters die; but the word of God does not die with 
them, Its efficacy is the ſame, thro? all generations. This 
word is by the goſpel preached to us, and will judge us in the 
great day. 

3 We ſhould rejoice in Chriſt's ſuperiority to angels, 
and his guardianſhip of kingdoms and churches, Let us 
conſider him as the captain of the Lord's hoſts, and the cap- 
tain of our ſalvation. Angels are ſubje& to him, and are 
employed by him, either as inſtruments of vengeance, or 
of mercy ; and they cheerfully and fully execute his com- 
mands. He ftill intercedes for the church; he both de- 
tends it againſt its enemies, and employs his intereſt 
in heaven for its ſecurity and peace : and God heareth him 
always, anſwers him with good and comfortable words ; 
for in hin the Father is ever well pleaſed. 
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4. Whatever oppoſition may be made to the church, 
God can eaſily defeat it. There are many confederate 
againſt it, many horned beaſts, powerful and formidable 
enemies, are puſhing at it; but he is ſtill zealous for its 
ſupport. Be the horns ever ſo many or ſtrong, he can 
raiſe up a ſufficient number of inſtruments to oppoſe and 
defeat them. Let us, after the example of Chriſt, be 
earneſt interceſſors for the church in its loweſt ſtate ; and 
encourage ourſelves with all thoſe comfortable words which 
God has ſpoken concerning it; and thus ſtir up ourſelves 
to promote its intereſt, It is the cauſe of God, and the 
gates of hell ſhall never prevail againſt it. 


. — nn gente 

, CHAP. II. 

Comains further encouragement to the people to go on building 
| the temple and the city. IT 


1 F LIFTED up mine eyes again, and looked, and 
behold a man with a meaſuring line in his hand, 

2 Then faid I, Whither goeſt thou? And he faid unto 
me, To meaſure Jeruſalem, to ſee what [is] the breadth 
thereof, and what is] the length thereof; that it may 

3 be rebuilt as before. And, behold, the angel that talked 
with me went forth, and another angel went out to 
4 meet him, And faid 'unto him, Run, ſpeak to this 
young man, ſaying, Jeruſalem ſhall be inhabited [as] 
towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle 
therein; the limits of the old city, the 4 great, ſhall nat 
be able to contain the number of the people that ſhall be de- 
firous to dwell there; but it ſhall be inhabited like unwalled 
towns, that is, the ſuburbs ſhall extend far beyond the limits 

of the walls, ſo as to become greater than the city itſelf, (as is 

- now the caſe with many populons cities in our 6wp country.) 
5 For I, faith the Logo, will be unto her a wall of fire 
_ round about, as travellers, or ſhepherds made fires round 
about them at night to keep off beaſts of prey (a beautiful 
alluſion;) as Jeruſalem was yet without walls, God promiſes 
to be ils defence, and will be the glory in the midſt of 


her; 


- 
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her; tho" the Shekinah is gone, my gracious preſence ſhall 
be an equal honour and benefit. 

6 Ho, ho, [come forth, ] and flee from the land of the 
north, from Babylon, faith the Lok : for I have ſpread 
you abroad as the four winds of the heaven, faith the 
Lorxp, and am willing you ſhould be gathered together 

7 again. Deliver thyſelf, O Zion, that dwelleſt [with] 
the daughter of Babylon ; make uſe of the liberty you enjoy, 
and return to your own country, that you may enjoy Feru- 

8 ſalem's mercies, and eſcape Babylon's calamities. For thus 
faith the Lozp of hoſts; After the glory which has been 
foretold, that is, the reſtoration of Jeruſalem and the temple, 
hath he ſent me unto the nations which ſpoiled you, 10 
denounce judgments againſt your chief ſpoilers, the Chaldeans ; 
for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye, 

9 of, mine eye; it affefts me in the tendereſt part. For, be- 
hold, I will ſhake mine hand upon them, and they ſhall 
be a ſpoil to their ſervants ; the Perfians, who once were 
ſubjefts and ſervants to the Babylonians, ſhall ſubdue and 
Plunder them: and ye ſhall know that the Loxp of hoſts 
hath ſent me.” ; 

10 Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I 
come, and I will dwell in the midſt of thee, ſaith the 
11 Lord, And many nations ſhall be joined to the Loxo 
| Ff4 in 
d This refers to a remarkable event mentioned by heathen hiſ- 
torians, In the reign of Darius, in his fifth year, (three years 
afrer this time) Babylon, which had been taken by Cyrus, and 
was become ſubject to the Perſian monarchs, revolted. The Baby- 
lonians laid in a ſtock of proviſions for ſeveral years, declared 
war againſt the king of Perſia while he had a viceroy amon 
them, and truſted to the ſtrength of their walls. To cut off all 
unneceflary mouths, they deſtroyed moſt of their wives and child- 
ren and all that could not bear arms; but a courtier of Darius's 
got into the city by a ſtratagem, and let his army in, Upon 
this, three thouſand of the principal citizens were put to death, 
and the walls in a great meaſure deſtroyed, God gave the jews 
who ſtaid there a ſolemn call by this prophet to come out; and 
hereby their lives were preſerved, and they prevented from the 
neceſſity of bearing arms againit Darius, who had been ſo kind 
to them; and which might have been of bad conſequence to Jes» 
ruſalem. So great was the goodneſs of God in ſending them 
this call, Thus Chriſt commanded his diſciples to flee from le- 


ruſalem before the Romans attacked and deſtroyed it, HxROb. ili. 
ſet, 220, JUSTIN i. 11. 
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in that day, and ſhall be my people; many /ball become 
proſelytes to the jewiſh religion: and I will dwell in the 


midſt of thee, and thou ſhalt know that the LoxD of 


12 hoſts hath ſent me unto thee, And the Logo ſhall in- 
herit Judah his portion in the holy land, and ſhall 
chooſe Jeruſalem again; he hall give vifible tokens, that 

13 they are ſtill his peculiar and favoured people. Be ſilent, 
O all fleſh, before the Logo : for he is raiſed up aut 


of his holy habitation z à reference to the reſpeliſul filence 


_ uſual in a publick aſſembly, when the king riſes from his 

throne to make a ſpeech to them : ſo when God gives figns of 
his appearance, to execute judgment or mercy, the moſt pro- 
found reverence and ſubmiſſion is highly becoming. 


REFLECTIONS 


gp * "E learn hence, what is the moſt important 


| blefling that we can implore for our country, 
viz. that God Twill be unto her a wall of fire round about, and 
the glory in the midſt of her, v. 5. that 1s, a ſure impregnable 
defence. Our walls of water, and wooden caſtles, are 
nothing without this. The continuance of our liberty, and 
of goſpel ordinances, in their purity, is our greateſt glory : 
and it ſhould be our earneſt prayer that this glory may con- 
tinue, and that «por all this glory God would create a defence. 
2. Let us obſerve and adore God's condeſcenſion and 
kindneſs to his people, v. 8. he that toucheth you, toucheth 
the apple of mine che; the tendereſt part of the moſt ſenſible 
organ in the human frame, How kindly does he ſpeak. of 
them! how graciouſly intereſt himſelf in their concerns 
And how ſhould this raiſe our eſteem of God's people; and 
lead. us to forſake Babylon, that is, all the tents of wicked- 
neſs, and join ourſelves to them. Let us be careful never 
to injure or reproach God's people; for this is, in effect, 
hurting the Lord, and making war againſt heaven: and 
let us earneſtly pray, that God would keep us individually 
as the apple of tas eye. | 
3. The preſence of God with his people is the firmeſt 
ground for joy and praiſe, If he dwells in our land, we 
ſhall be ſecure and happy ; if he dwells in our churches and 
| our 
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our houſes, we have the beſt ſecurity, and the trueſt glory : 
if he dwells in our hearts by his ſpirit, we have a ſolid | 
foundation of joy, and ought to abound in his praiſe, Let | | 

us earneſtly ſeek and highly value his preſence, and be 
careful never to do any thing to forfeit it. 


4. Let us reſpectfully wait for all the manifeſtations of 4 
God's preſence and power, v. 13. There have been, and * 
Rill are, many remarkable diſplays of it, which ought to be * 


adored, Let us believe his promiſes, wait their accom- 
pliſhment, and leave it to him to work in his own time and 
way, and by his own inſtruments; neither preſcribing to 

him, nor abjecting againſt his methods of proceeding ; 
but, with the greateſt ſubmiſhon, adoring them: for he is 
greatly to be feared in the aſſembly of his ſaints, and to be had 
in reverence of all that draw nigh unto him. 


—_— _ —. — 


— — 


CH AP... 


This chapter contains further encouragement to the jews, not- 
withſtanding ſome defects and irregularities found among them. 


I A. D he, that is, the angel that talked with me, 
0 


ſhowed me Joſhua the high prieſt ſtanding be- 
re the angel of the Logp, and Satan ſtanding at his 
right hand to reſiſt him: an alluſion to the cuſtom of 
witneſſes ſtanding at the right hand of the priſoner : thus 
Satan is repreſented as pleading the ſins of the prieſts and 
People, as 'a reaſon why they ſhould be ſtill under the power 
2 of their adverſaries, And the Lord, that is, Chriſt, (as 
moſt underſtand it ) or, the angel of the Lord, (as the Syriac 
reads it, compare Jude 9.) ſaid unto Satan, The Load 
, will rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath 
choſen Jeruſalem for his ſpecial refidence, will rebuke 
thee : [1s] not this a brand plucked out of the fire? 4 
ſmall remnant, remarkably preſerved ? therefore God will 
3 excuſe their infirmities, and ſpare them, Now Joſhua was 
' clothed with filthy garments ; he old, mean, polluted gar- 1 
ments of a captive, to repreſent the many fins of the people, 1% 
eſpecially in taking ſtrange wives, of which Foſhua's own 4 
FER, ſons "8 
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4 fons had been guilty : and he ſtood before the angel. And 
he anſwered and ſpake unto thoſe that ſtood before 
him, to the angels in his retinue, ſaying, Take away the 
filthy garments from him. And unto him he faid, 
Behold, I have cauſed thine iniquity to paſs from thee, 

and I will clothe thee with change of raiment, in toten 

of pardoning mercy, and ef reſtoration to profperity and 
honour. T he viſion imports, that the prieſtly office was to bt 

5 reſumed and exerciſed with decency and ſplendour. And I, 
the prophet, being deſirous of the purity and proſperity of the 

people, or rather, the angel of the Lord, ſaid, Let them 
ſet a fatr mitre upon his head, in token of God's reconcili. 
ation to the priefts, and of his confirming Joſhua and his 
family in their office. So they ſet a fair mitre upon his 

head, and clothed him with garments, And the angel 
of the Loxp ſtood. by, 20 approve and encourage what 
was done. 

6 And the angel of the Loxp proteſted, ſolemnly and 

7 earneſtly mes unto Joſhua, ſaying, Thus ſaith the 
Lord of hoſts ; If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if 
thou wilt keep my charge, then thou ſhalt alſo judge 
my houſe, and ſhalt alſo keep my courts, and I will 
give thee places to walk among theſe that ſtand by; 

, @ title to, and in due time Poſſeſſion of, the heavenly man- 

ons among the bleſſed angels. Heb. xii. 22. 

$ Hear now, O Joſhua the high prieſt, thou, and 

- thy fellows that fit before thee; not merely the prieſts, but 

all thy affiſtants in council and government, Zerubbabel and 
others: tor they [are] men wondered at; or, typical 

men, whom I twill make uſe of to typify my church under 
the Maſſial: for, behold, I will bring forth my ſervant 
the BRANCH ; iat is, the Meſfiah, who ſhall ſpring 
from the root of Feſſe, and bring forth excellent fruit for my 

9 glory, and the happineſs of the world, For behold the 
fone that I have laid before Joſhua, @ corner ſtone, 
(rehich the prophet ſaw in viſion) ſuch as it was uſual to 
carve heads or flowers upon; upon one ſtone [ ſhall be] 

' ſeven eyes; 7a denote the extraordinary wiſdom of the 
Meſfieh, wha ſhould have the Spirit without _— : 
' behold, 


© Sce Mr. Oarox's practical Diſcourſes, vol. I. Diſc. xviii. 
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behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, faith the 
Lonp of hoſts; I will qualify him for his work, and make 
kim appear honourable in his office; and I will remove the 
iniquity of that land in one day; I will do that in one 
day, by the atonement of Chriſt, which all the ſacrifices of 

10 the law could never do. In that day, faith the Lonp of 
hoſts, ſhall ye call every man his neighbour under the 
vine and under the fig tree; peaceful times ſhall be 
eſt abliſhed, and friendſhip and love eminently prevail. 


REFLECTION S 


I, E T us often reflect on the delightful view here 
| given us of the interceſſion of Chriſt,” Satan is 
fill the accuſer of the brethren ; he ſtands as it were before 
God, to oppoſe all good defigns and zealous men, But 
Chriſt interpoſes for his church and people; ſtops the 
mouth of this accuſer ; pleads God's free choice of them, 
and the great mercy he has ſhown to them; they are a 
brand plucked out cf the Burning: it is no wonder therefore 
that there are many imperfe&ions among them. Happy 
is it for us to have ſuch a friend and advocate in heaven. 
In his name we may come boldly to the throne of grace, to ſeek 
mercy, and grace to help in time of need; ſeeing that Feſus 
Chriſt the ſon of God is paſſed into the heavens for us. 

2, See what a happy change divine grace. makes in the 
ſtate of men. This is beautifully repreſented in the caſe 
of Joſhua his filthy garments were taken away ; change 
of apparel was given, not only for cleanlineſs, but for 
ſplendour. . Thus ſanctify ing grace works upon the mind: 
thus are we to put off the old man, to put on the Lord Feſus 
Chrift, and to keep our garments unſpotied. But much more 
perfectly ſhall this change take place in the future world. 
Pollutions here will cleave to us ; but, hereafter, we ſhall 
put on clean linen, pure, and white, he righteouſneſs of the 
ſainis; ſuch as is fit to adorn the favourites of God. This 
ſhould encourage us amidft our preſent imperfections, and 
engage us to long for the day of final redemption and 
triumph, 

3. Let us own, with pleaſure and thankfulneſs, the 
accompliſhment of the prophecy in the latter part of this 

chapter. 


the even lantps. 
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chapter. The Branch hath ſprung up, ſpread wide, and 


| borne excellent fruit. We have a precious corner ſtone, 


firm, and immoveable. In Chriſt are lodged treaſures of 
wiſdom and knowledge; God hath furniſhed and qualified 


him for his work. He hath made a complete atonement 


for ſin; and his ſervants enjoy that peace which ts the con- 
ſequence of faith in his goſpel, even peace of conſcience, 
and mutual good will and love, as far as it prevails, This 
ſtone God hath laid and engraved. Tho' the builders re- 
fuſed it, yet it is become the head ſtone of the corner. This is 
the Lord's doing, and it is marvelious in our eyes. 


—ä—ũ —— — — 


CHAP: IV. 


Contains further encouragement to the jews, eſpecially to their 
leaders, that their temple ſhould be finiſhed, and their affairs 
be proſperous. 

4 th ND the angel that talked with me came again, 
| and rank, me, as a man that is wakened out 
of his ſleep, tho" not atjually aſleep, but in a pleaſing 

2 reverie, muſing on what had be2n diſcovered to me, And ſaid 
unto me, What ſeeſt thou? And 1 ſaid, I have looked, 
and behold a candleſtick all [of] gold, with a bow! 
upon the top of it, and his ſeven lamps thereon, and 
ſeven pipes to the ſeven lamps, which [are] upon the 

3 top thereof: And two olive trees by it, one upon the 
__ [ſide] of the bowl, and the other upon the left 

4 [fide] thereof.* So I anſwered and ſpake to the angel 
that talked with me, ſaying, What [are] theſe, my 

5 lord? Then the angel that talked with me anſwered 

and ſaid unto me, Knoweſt thou not what theſe be? 

- 6 And 

« This refers to the temple ſervice, and the whole - jewiſh 
lity, which depended upon it: he ſaw a candleſtick with ſeven 
amps; and pros iſioa made for ſupplying them with oil in an 
ext:aordinary manner, viz. by two olive trees, which gently diſ- 
tilled a fine oil, which, being received into two golden pipes, 


was conveyed into a large bowl on the -top of the candleſtick, 
from whence it was conducted by ſeven ſmall pipes to each of 
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6 And I faid, No, my lord. Then he anſwered and- 
ſpake unto me, ſaying, This [is] the word of the 


LoxD unto Zerubbabel, ſaying, Not by might, nor by 


power, but by my ſpirit, faith the Lorp of hoſts; as 


the lamps are ſupplied with oil in a ſecret, inviſible manner, 


ſo the temple ſhall be finiſhed and the nation eſtabliſhed, not 


by human power and force, but by the ſecret operation of 
God's ſpirit upon the hearts of the kings of Perſia, and of 
the jewiſh people. Who [art] thou, O-great mountain? 
defire Zerubbabel [thou ſhalt become] a plain; all 
obſtacles ſhall be removed out of his way : and he ſhall 
bring forth the head ſtone thereof with ſhoutings, all 


finiſh the building of the temple , that is, there /hall be great 
. rejoicing at it, as there was. when the foundation was firſt 


laid, ( Ezra iii. 11.) [crying,] Grace, grace unto it; 
both acknowledging and imploring the divine favour. More- 
over the word of the Loxp came unto me, I was com- 
miſſioned to go and ſpeak: theſe things, ſaying, The hands 
of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this houſe ; 
his hands ſhall alſo finiſh it ; and thou ſhalt know that 
the Loxp of hoſts hath ſent me unto you 20 foretell this. 
For who hath deſpiſed the day of ſmall things? for 
they ſhall rejoice, and ſhall ſee the plummet in the 
hand of Zerubbabel ; or rather, whoſoever hath deſpifed 
the ſmall beginnings, ſhall rejoice when they ſee Zerubbabel 
vigorouſly ſetting about the work and carrying it on ſucceſs- 
fully ; [with] thoſe (even, they [are, ] or rather, for thoſe 
ſeven lamps repreſent, the eyes of the Lord, which run 
to and fro through the whole earth; he ſhall be proſpered 
by the operations of that wiſe and powerful providence, ta 
which the miniſtry of angels is 98 
Then anſwered I, and ſaid unto him, What [are] 
theſe two olive trees upon the right [fide] of the 
candleſtick and upon the left [ſide] thereof. And I 
anſwered again, I aſted the ſecond time, and ſaid-unto 
him, What [be theſe] two particular olive branches, 
which through the two golden pipes empty the golden 
[oil] out of themſelves, or, empty out of themſelves oil 


13 inig the gold? And he anſwered me and faid, Knoweſt 


thou not what theſe [be?] And I faid, No, my lord. 
= » 14 Then 
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14 Then ſaid he, Theſe [are] the two anointed ones, 

TFoſhua the high prieſt, and Zerubbabel the governor; for 

. . both the princes and prieſts were anointed; and this intimates, 

that ſome extraordinary communication of the Spirit ſhould be 

given to both; that ſtand by the Loxp of the whole earth; 

are continually attending upon God, to receive direction and 

affiflance from him in their work : the whole is defigned to 

aſſure them that they ſhould finiſh the temple and ſupport the 
intereſts of religion. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. E ſhould be led from hence to adore the good 
; providence of God for the care which he takes of 
his church. He hath eſtabliſhed a church in the world, 
and the golden candlefticks and lamps repreſent its excel- 
lency, and the dignity of its miniſters. Both are deſigned 
to enlighten a dark world, by diffuſing the knowledge of 
divine things. God hath inſtituted religious ordinances 
with this view, and made proviſion for the ſupply of the 
lamps, by raifing up a ſucceſſion of faithful miniſters, 
All their authority and gifts are from him. Great are our 
privileges in this reſpect; and it becomes us to praiſe God 
for them, and carefully to improve them. 
- 2, Let us hence learn to hope for a more flouriſhin 
ſtate of religion. Let us be careful not to yield to dif 
' couragements ; for God can make the mountain become a 
plain, Human means will not do of themſelves. To pro- 
cure oil in the ordinary way, the olives muſt be beaten and 
ſtrongly preſſed; but here it gently diſtils of itſelf : and it is 
thus that the work of God is ſtill carried on, ſilently, and 
without human force and power. Let us therefore not de/pi/e 
the day of ſmall things, nor be alarmed when there is much 
; oppoſition, and only weak inſtruments of defence and ſlender 
helps; God may produce wonderful and glorious effects 
thereby. Many cenſures are thrown upon God's work and 
workmen for want of conſidering this. Let us therefore 
do what we can, without being — by difficulties. 


Let us be thankful for every increaſe of piety, every hope- 
ful appearance; rejoice that God will ſtill ſecure 5 
| eſtabli 
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eſtabliſn his church: and long for that happy day, when he 
head ftone ſhall be brought forth with ſhouting, crying, Grace, 
grace, unto it. . 45 

3. Let us earneſtly pray that our magiſtrates and miniſters 
may be like thoſe deſcribed by the prophet, Theſe olive 
trees repreſent the great offices and ordinances of the 
pagiſtracy and miniſtry z and it is happy when both are 
anointed with divine grace, and concur to ſupport the 
cauſe of God in the world. Oh that all our magiſtrates 
and miniſters were thus / anointed! Then would our 
country flouriſh, and the happy effects would be ſeen thro? 
every part of it. Let us daily pray that God would, by 
his ſpirit, furniſh doth with ſuch gifts and diſpoſitions of 
heart, that they may maintain the honour of his name, and 
in every reſpec act, as thoſe who ſand before the Lord of the 
Whole earth, 


HA. 


Naothwithſtanding the promiſes to the jews in the former chap- 
ters, they are here 3 their wickedneſs, and remind- 
ed that, if they forſook God aud religion, ſome more dreadful 
calamity would come upon them than they had yet felt. 


I * ENI turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and 
looked, and behold a flying roll; a long roll of 

' - parchment, which is repreſented as flying, to denote the ſud- 
2 denneſs of God's judgments, And he ſaid unto me, What 
ſeeſt thou? And I anſwered, I ſee a flying roll; the 
length thereof [is] twenty cubits, and the breadth 
thereof ten cubits ; hat is, about ten yards long and five 
broad; repreſented thus large, ta ſhow what a number of 

3 curſes ſhould come upon the wicked, Then ſaid he unto 
me, This [1s] the curſe that goeth forth over the face 
of the whole earth, or land: for every one that ſtealeth 

| ſhall be cut off ſas] on this ſide according to it; and 
every one that ſweareth, ſhall be cut off [as] on that 

4 fide according to it,* I will bring it forth, faith the 
| , Lokp 

* Stealing may particularly refer to their defrauding the gy of 
| | ie 
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| Lonp of hoſts, and it ſhall enter into the houſe of the 

1 | thief, and into the houſe of him that ſweareth falſely 

\ by my name: and it ſhall remain in the midft of his 
= houſe, and ſhall conſume it with the timber thereof 
1 | and the ſtones thereof; by a ſecret curſe I will blaſt thiſe 
who thrive by injuſtice, and reduce them to deſolation and 


ruin. 

5 Then the angel that talked with me went forth, r 
rather, went on, proceeded in his diſcourſe, and he aid 
unto me, Lift up now thine eyes, and ſee what [is] 

6 this that goeth forth. And I ſaid, What [is] it? And 

4 he ſaid, this [is] an ephah that goeth forth; à large tub 
: in the ſhape of an ephah, or buſhel, He ſaid moreover, 
1 This [is] their reſemblance through all the earth; in- 
* 2 that the meaſure of their iniquity was” filling, 
1 7 And, behold, there was lifted up a talent of lead; 
41 4 lane leaden weight, which was a cover to the ephah: 
1 and this [is] a woman that ſitteth in the midſt of the 
| N 8 ephah; and who repreſents the jewiſh people. And he 
ſaid, This [is] wickedneſs. And he caft it into the 
midſt of the ephah; and he caſt the weight of lead 
2 upon the mouth thereof; that is, the cover was let 
fall, and fixed down, to intimate the inſupportable weight 
of God's judgments, and that there is no eſcaping them, 
9 Then lifted J up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, 
there came out two women, and the wind | was] in their 
wings; for they had wings like the wings of a ſtork; 
and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the 
heaven; they had two large wings ſtretehed out, and 4 
10 ſtrong wind bore them along. Then ſaid I to the angel 
that talked with me, Whither do theſe bear the ephah? 
11 And he faid unto me, To build it an houſe in the 
land of Shinar ; ſuppoſed to fignify Babylon :. and it ſhall 
be cftabliſhed, and ſet there upon her awn baſe ; 7h: 
general meaning is, that God would remove this wicked peo- 
ple (repreſented by the woman) inte a diflant land (it may 
Signify any place of captivity, as Egypt is uſed for ſlavery 5 

gener 


their dues: Malachi charges them with this. When ſuſpected of 
tbeſt they were to clear themſelves by a ſolemn oath; fo ths 


they were frequendy tempted ta forſweas themſelves. 
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if they went on in their wickedneſs after having been ſo 
graciouſly reſtored, that he would ſend inſtruments of his 
vengeance, who ſhould take them from their own laud and 
carry them captive, and that their puniſhment ſhould be of 
long continuance 1, and this is accompliſhed in the preſent diſ- 
perſed and affliied ſtate of the jews, in which they have 
continued already more than one thouſand ſeven hundred 


Fears, 
I, E have reaſon to lament the prevalency of 
W ſtealing and ſwearing, the ſins here mentioned, 
among us. There are innumerable methods of fraud and 
deceit, daily practiſed, which are hardly reckoned criminal, 


REFLECTIONS. 


becauſe they are cuſtomary, But we here ſee in what light 


God conſiders theſe vices : tho? they are not diſcovered, or 
not puniſhed by men, yet he will viſit for theſe things; per- 
haps he will deſtroy the houſes which have been built by 
ſuch means; at leaſt he will certainly deſtroy the ſouls of 
thieves and profane ſwearers, if they do not repent : They 


ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God. If we defire that our 


houſes ſhould be eftabliſhed, let us put away iniquity far 


from them; for the curſe of the Lord is in the houſe of the 


wicked, but he will eftabliſh the habitation of the juſt. 
2. See how God is eſpecially diſpleaſed with the fins of 


a highly favoured nation, They are filling up the meaſure 


of their guilt; and when it is full, the righteouſneſs of God, 
as the governor of the world, requires that he ſhould 
puniſh them. By righteouſneſs alone is a nation eſtabliſh- 
ed ; and publick virtue will be the beſt ſecurity of publick 
happineſs. An important thought, which we Britons 
ought to reflect upon. Tho? we are delivered from many 
evils, as the jews were from captivity, and are ſettled in 
ſtate of peace; yet, if we continue in fin as a people, God's 
judgments will come upon us, ' ſwiftly, and irreſiſtibly. 
May we never forget this truth, which God's prophets and 
diſpenſations join to inculcate, that righteouſneſs exalteth a 
nation, but that fin is a reproach to, and tends to the ruin of 
any per ſon. 

Vol. VI, G g CHAP, 
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CH. AP. VI. 


In which is related the viſion of the four chariots; and by the 
crowns of Joſhua, is ſhowed the temple and kingdom of Chriſt 
the branch. | 

: A NDI turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and look. 

| A ed, and, behold, there came four chariots out 
from between two mountains; and the mountains 
[were] mountains of braſs; referring perhaps to the im- 
mutability of the divine councils, which are firm as moun- 
tains of braſs; or rather, as mountains are often the bounda- 
ries of empires, their - ſucceſſrve progreſs is repreſented by 
2 theſe chariots coming out from between the mountains, In 
the firſt chariot I were] red horſes; 1 repreſent the Baby- 

. lomans, who were cruel to the jews, and their bloody wars 

againſt the neighbouring nations; and in the ſecond chariot 
black horſes ; 0 repreſent the Perfian empire, and that the 
Jews were in an afflicted ſtate under them, diſcouraged and 
3 tributary ; And in the third chariot white horſes ; 10 re- 
Preſent the Grecian empire, and the favour which Alexander 
ſhowed to the jews; (conquerors in their triumphal proceſ- 
frons, often rode on white horſes ;) and in the fourth cha · 
riot griſled and bay horſes; 1 repreſent the Roman em- 
pire, the different forms of government in it, and the re- 

4 markable ſucceſſions and events thro* which it paſſed. Then 
I anſwered and faid unto the angel that talked with me, 

5 What [are] theſe, my lord? And the angel anſwered 
and faid unto me, Theſe [are] the four ſpirits of the 
heavens, which go forth from ſtanding before the 
 Lonp of all the earth; that is, the four angels which 
pręſide over theſe monarchies, and receive commiſſion and 

6 direction from God, The black horſes which [are] 
therein go forth into the north country; and the white 
4 go forth after them; and the griſled go forth toward 
=. 8 . _ the ſouth country; he Perfians ſhall invade and conguer 
* * | the 


& a Commentators are divided about the firſt viſion. Many ſap- 
7 poſe it to be a general repreſentation of the miniſtry of angels: 
ö others, of the four great empires of the world; perhaps the 
latter is the true ſenſe, and angels are repreſented as preſiding 
over theſe empires, 
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the Babylonians ; the Grecians ſhall conquer and ſucceed the 
Perſians; and the Romans ſhall conquer Carthage and E- 
gypt, and ſo eftabliſh their grandeur and extend their empire. 
7 And the bay went forth, and ſought to go that they 
might walk to and fro through the earth: and he faid, 
Get you hence, walk to and fro through the earth, 
So they walked to and fro through the earth; referring 
probably to the latter end of the Roman empire under the 
Goths and Vandals, and the ten kingdoms erected by them, 
8 (ſee Rev. xiii. 1. xvii. 3.) Then cried he upon me, and 
pake unto me, ſaying, Behold, theſe. that go toward 
the north country have quieted my ſpirit in the north 
country; that is, the Perftans have avenged my quarrel 
and executed my righteous vengeance on the Chaldzans, 
And the word of the Loxo came unto me, ſaying, 
10 Take of [them of] the captivity, [even] of Heldai, 
of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah, which are come from Baby- 
lon, * come thou the ſame day, and go into 4 
11 houſe of Joſiah the fon of Zephaniah ;* Then take 
filver and gold which they have brought with them to offer 
to the Lord, and make two crowns, and ſet them] 
upon the head of Joſhua, the ſon of Joſedech, the 
12 high prieſt, who was to be a type of the Meſial; And 
ſpeak unto him, ſaying, Thus ſpeaketh the Loxp of 
hoſts, ſaying, Behold, the man whoſe name [is] The 
' BRANCH &ehold a plain en. of the Mffrah ; 
and he ſhall grow up out of his place, or, branch up 
from under him, ſhall be his ſucceſſor in the prieſthood, and 
13 he ſhall build the temple of the Logp: Even he ſhall 
build the temple of the Lord; and he ſhall bear the 
glory, and ſhall fit and rule upon his throne ; and he 
all be a prieſt upon his throne: Chriſt ſhall unite in his 
ſacred perſon the prieſtly and the royal offices : and the 
counſel of peace ſhall be between them both; between 
both offices. Therefore a crown was ſent to the high prieſt, 
and nat to Zerubbabel or any one of the houſe of David, leſt 
G g 2 they 


This refers to the meſſengers who came from the captives that 
remained in Babylon, bringing preſents to the temple, The pro- 
het is ordered to meet them in the houſe of Joſiah, who pro- 
bably kept the treaſures of the temple. 


* 
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they ſhould think that he was the Meffiah. Theſe offices 
ſometimes claſhed, and differences aroſe between kings and 
prieſis; but they were united in Chriſt, and the exerciſe of 
boih theſe offices ty him ſhall ſweetly concur to produce peace 
and reconciliation with Gad, as prieſt ; deliverance from all 
our ſpiritual enemies, as king; and to make peace between 
14 jews and gentiles, Eph, ii. 13. Sc. And the crowns 
ſhall be to Helem, and to Tobijah, and to Jedaiah, 
and to Hen the ſon of Zephaniah, for a memorial in the 
temple of the Lox o; theſe perſons are to take the crowns 
and lay them up in the temple, as memorials of this, and 10 
15 keep up the expectation of the M'ffiah.” And they * 
are] far off ſhall come and build in the temple of the 
Logrb z many jews in Babylon, and others in remote coun- 
tries, ſhall come and help forward the building of the ma- 
terial temple, as pledges of the gentiles joining themſelves to 
tile church of Chriſt, and helping to build up the ſpiritual 
- Zemple; and ye ſhall know that the Lorp of hoſts hath 
- ſent me unto you. And [this] ſhall come to paſs, if 
ye will diligently obey the voice of the Lorp your 
God ; and you ſhall be the firſt to partake of the benefits 
and bleſſings of the Mefſiah's kingdom. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1, 1 ET us learn hence, to reverence God, as the Lord 
| of all the armies in heaven and earth, Whether 
the monarchies of the earth, or the angels that have the 
adminiſtration of calamitous or proſperous affairs, or of 
mixed diſpenſations among men, they are all under the 
direction of the Almighty; all are executed according to the 
. Counſel of his tell. His providence ſuperintends the concerns 
of nations, and the iſſues of war; and his angels execute 
his purpoſes: an important and comfortable thought. 
Amadit all the confuſions around us, let us impreſs this 
upon our hearts, that ihe Lord hath prepared his throne in the 
heavens, and that his kingdom ruleth over all. | 
| | : 2. Let 

There were probably ſeveral crowns ; two gold ones for Joſhua, 
and ſome of filver for his companions. A beautiful type of 


Chriſt's making bis ſervants kings and prieſts unt)? God, furround- 
jog the throne on which he fits, 
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2. Let us acknowledge the divine goodneſs, in raifing 
up Chriſt as 4 prieſt on his throne: a noble and delightful 
view of the Redeemer's offices! He is a king to rule over 
the church and world, and to guard the intereſts of his 

ople; and a prieſt to atone and intercede for them : and 
It is pleaſing to conſider him in both lights. Let us ſubmit 
to him as a king; and truſt in him as a prieſt, to offer up 
our humble ſacrifices, to build his ſpiritual temple, and to 
raiſe up ſouls for eternal glory. The collective body of 
true chriſtians are one temple, with whom Chriſt dwells, 
and who honour and glorify him. e bears the glory, that 
is, theſe glorious offices, willi honour : he executes them 
well; and therefore deſerves to receive glory and praiſe 
from all his ſubjects. | 

3. If we deſire the bleſſings of the Redeemer's kingdom, 
we muſt diligently obey his voice. His kingdom is eſtab- 


iſhed among us tho' we are gentiles, v. 15. and we ſhould 


do all in our power that this kingdom, or chriſtian temple, 
may be ſupported and adorned; that we may be living 
ſtones in it, and add to its beauty and ſtrength. In order 
to this, let us diligently obey the voice of the Lord, do his 
whole will, and leave nothing undone: for Chriſt is the 
author of eternal ſalvation to them only, and to all-of them, 
that obey him, 


—— -— 
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CHAP. vll. 


The jews having ſent to enquire concerning the regard they were 
to ſhow 10 their ſet faſts, Zechariah here reproves their hy- 
Pocriſ in them; and exhorts them by repentance to put away 
ſin, which was the cauſe of their calamity. 


x ND it came to paſs in the fourth year of king 
Darius, [that] the word of the Loxp came unto 
Zechariah in the fourth [day] of the ninth month, 

2 [even] in Chiſleu; When they had ſent unto the houſe 
of God Sherezer and Regem-melech, and their men, 

3 to pray before the Lory,' [And] to ſpeak unto the 
Gg3 | prieſts 

} Theſe were perſons of conſiderable rank and fortune, ſent -as 


meſſengers of the jews who continued in Babylon, to offer prayers 
ang ſacritices on their behalf at Jer uſalem, TY 
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- prieſts which [were] in the houſe of the Logp of hofts, 
and to the prophets, ſaying, Should I weep in the fifth 
month, ſeparating myſelf, as I have done theſe ſo many 
years? ſeparating myſelf from common labours and comforts, 
in remembrance of the temple and city, which were then 
burnt ? as the temple wwas rebuilt, and its worſhip reſtored, 
they thought this might be diſpenſed with. 

4 Then came the word of the Logp of hoſts unto me, 
5 ſaying, Speak unto all the people of the land, not to the 
jews in Babylon only,” but to all in Judea, and to the 
prieſts, ſaying, When ye faſted and mourned in the 
fifth and ſeventh [month, ] en account of the murder of Ge- 
daliah, whom Nebuchadnezzar had appointed to be ruler of 
the jews, even thoſe ſeventy years, did ye at all faſt unto 
me, [even] to me? was" there not hypocriſy in your faſts? 
was your deſign good ? was your manner of doing it accepta« 
6 ble? was there any real religion in theſe things? And 
when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, did not ye 
eat [for yourſelves,] and drink {for yourſelves ?] 9 
ſatisfy your appetites, and not to glorify me; that is, you lived 
in a gluttonous and riotous manner after your faſts were 

7 over. [Should ye] not [hear] the words, or, are not 
theſe the words, which the Loxp hath cried by the for- 
mer prophets ? did not God ſend you theſe meſſages by his 
prophets before me, when Jeruſalem was inhabited and 
in proſperity, and the cities thereof round about her, 
when [men] inhabited the ſouth and the plain ? your 
neglet? of which was your ruin, ſo that a country, once well 
peopled, became deſolate. 

8 And the word of the Loxp came unto Zechariah, 

9 faying, Thus ſpeaketh the Loxp of hoſts, ſaying, 
Execute true judgment, and ſhow mercy and compaſ- 

10 ſions every man to his brother: And oppreſs not the 
widow, nor the fatherleſs, the ſtranger, nor the poor; 
and let none of you imagine evil againſt his brother in 
your heart ; do not imagine that ceremonial obſervances will 

11 make you proſperous, «without integrity and charity. But 
they refuſed to hearken, and pulled away the ſhoulder, 
like refratiory beaſts, and ſtopped their ears, that they 

12 ſhould not hear, Yea, they made their hearts py 
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adamant ſtone, leſt they ſhould hear the law, and the 
words which the Lob of hoſts hath ſent in his ſpirit 
by the former prophets : 10 arguments impreſſed them : 
therefore, as might reaſonably be expected, there came a 

13 great wrath from the Lonxp of hoſts, Therefore it is 
come to paſs, [that] as he cried, hat is, as I called to 
them to repent, and they would not hear; ſo they cried 

to me to deliver, and I would not hear, faith the Lorp 


14 of hoſts: But I ſcattered them with a whirlwind among 


all the nations whom they knew not. Thus the land 
was deſolate after them, that no man paſſed through 
nor returned: for they laid the pleaſant land deſolate. 


REFLECTIONS. 
1. E are again taught, that the externals of re. 
W 


gion are nothing, without a ſuitable conduct 

and behaviour. Theſe people were inquiſitive about faſts; 
and more concerned about ceremonies, than moral duties. 
This is a common error : let us therefore beware of it. 
In all religious a&s,-let us be concerned to glorify God, 
and approve ourſelves unto him. 
his prophets; and when we come to pray, be willing to hear 
and learn the will of God. F we turn away our ear from 
hearing the law, our faſtings and prayers will be an abomination. 
2. See the neceſſity of making the glory of God the end of 
our common actions. This is an important part of religion. 
Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God, (1 Cor. x. 31.) and this is applicable to all 
labours and recreations. Great ſtreſs is laid upon this here: 
Have ye done this to me, even to me ? If all centre in Self, in 
bodily gratification and pleaſure, there is no religion even 
in religious feſtivals, Whereas, if God is regarded in all, 
common actions are religious ones: and every meal is an 
acceptable ſervice, if the prevailing intention be that the 
body may be thereby fitted to ſerve the ſoul in God's 


work. 


Let us hear the words of 


3. Let us be careful not to refuſe and diſobey divine 


warnings, We ſee what God required of the jews by ſuc-' 
ceeding prophets, v. 9, 10, 


A neglect of his admonitions 


684 


brought 


- 
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brought on national judgments. And theſe things happened 

i to them for enſamples io us. Let us then take warning : 
avoid oppreſſion, and. practiſe the ſtricteſt honeſty, kind- 

neſs, and benevolence, as we deſire the proſperity of our 

4 country, our families, or our ſouls. Theſe things have 

been required under every diſpenſation ; and all pretences 

to religion and communion with God ; all hopes of his fa- 

vour, without them, are vain. What doth the Lord thy God 

require of thee, but to do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk 

humbly with thy God ? 


OTE 


C HAP. VIII. 
This chapter contains encouragements ta obedience by promiſes of 


divine favour, 
I GAIN the word of the Loxp of hoſts came [to 
2 4 me, ] ſaying, Thus ſaith the Lorp of hoſts ; I 


was, or, have been, jealous for Zion with great jealouſy, 
and I was jealous for her with great fury; and have 
brought heat y puniſhments on the Babylonians her oppreſſors. 
3 Thus faith the Loxp; I am returned unto Zion, and 
will dwell in the midſt of Jeruſalem: and Jeruſalem 
ſhall be called a city cf truth; fincerity and true religion 
Hall diſtinguiſb its inhabitants; and the mountain of the 
Loxp of hoſts the holy mountain, where idolatry ſhall 
4 be praftiſed no more. Thus faith the Lon p of hoſts ; 
T here ſhall yet old men and old women dwell in the 
ſtreets of Jeruſalem, and every man with his ſtaff in 
his hand for very age; whereas before, men were cut off 
5 in their prime, by ſword, peſtilence, Ec. And the ſtreets 
of the city ſhall be full of boys and girls playing in the 
ſtreets thereof; God will build up the families of its in- 
6 habitants, and give them ſecurity, health, and plenty. Thus 
. ſaith the Loxpof hoſts; If it be marvellous in the eyes 
.of the remnant of this people in theſe days, ſhould it 
alſo. be marvellous in mine eyes? faith the Lonxb of 
7 hoſts, Thus faith the Lorp of hoſts; Behold, 1 will 
fave my people from the eaſt country, and from = 
we 
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$ weſt country; And I will bring them, and they ſhall 
dwell in the midſt of Jeruſalem : and they ſhall be my 
people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righ- 
teouſneſs; in faithfulneſs and mercy. 

Thus faith the Loxp of hoſts; Let your hands be 
ſtrong, ye that hear in theſe days theſe words by the 
mouth of the prophets, which [were] in the day that 
the foundation of the houſe of the Loxp of hoſts was 
laid, that the temple might be built; hoſe comfortable 
promiſes, by which you have lately been encouraged to rebuild 

10 my houſe. For before theſe days there was no hire for 
man, nor any hire for beaſt ; there was not produce enough 
to pay the wages of men and beaſts ; neither [was there any] 

ace to him that went out or came in becauſe of the 
affliction, of moleſtation by neighbours : for I ſet all men 

11 every one againſt his neighbour, But now I [will] not 
[be] unto the reſidue of this people as in the former 

12 days, faith the Loxp of hofts. For the ſeed time [ſhall 
be] proſperous ; the vine ſhall give her fruit, and the 
ground ſhall give her increaſe, and the heavens ſhall 

ive their dew; I will rake away the former curſe; and 
will cauſe the remnant of this people to poſſeſs all 

13 theſe [things.] And it ſhall come to paſs, Tthat] ay 
ye were a curſe among the heathen, a monument of diving 
vengeance, O houſe of Judah, and houſe of Iſrael ; fo 
will I fave you, and ye ſhall be a bleſſing; partakers of 
my bleſſing, (Hag. ii. 19.) accounted a people that God hath 
bleſſed with extraordinary favours : fear not, but] let 

14 your hands be ſtrong. For thus faith the Lok of 
hoſts; As I thought, that is, reſolved, to puniſh you, 
when your fathers provoked me to wrath, faith" the 
Lord of hoſts, and I repented not, but did puniſi them; 

15 So again have I thought in theſe days to do well unto 
Jeruſalem and to the houſe of Judah: fear ye not; F 
will be as good as my word, if you expect and ſeek my pre- 
ſence and bleſſing. | | 

16 Theſe [are] the things ye ſhall do; Speak ye every 
man the truth to his neighbour; execute the judgment 

17 of truth and peace in your gates: And let none of you 
imagine evil in your hearts againſt his neighbour z and 

love 
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love no falſe oath; neither practiſe falſehood, nor counte. 

nance it in others : for all theſe [are things] that I hate, 
faith the Lox D. 

18 And the word of the Lon p of hoſts came unto me, 


19 ſaying, Thus faith the Lorp of hoſts; The faſt of the 


fourth [month,] when Jeruſalem was taken, and the 
faſt of the fifth, when the temple was burnt, and the faſt 
of the ſeventh, when Gedaliah was ſlain, and the faſt of 
the tenth, in which the fiege of Jeruſalem was begun, ſhall 
be to the houſe of Judah joy and gladneſs, and cheer. 
ful feaſts ; you ſhall now lay them aſide as days of mourning, 
and remember them with joy and gladneſs ; therefore love 
the truth and peace; be true to God and religion, and live 
20 in peace with one another. Thus faith the Logo of hoſts; 
{It ſhall] yet [come to paſs,] that there ſhall come 
people, and the inhabitants of many cities ; that is, 
21 many jews going up in companies to Feruſalem : And the 
inhabitants of one [city] ſhall go to another, ſaying, 
Let us go ſpeedily to pray before the Lokp, and to 
ſeek the Lorp of hoſts : I will go alſo; a ſpirit of ſe- 
rious piety ſhall prevail; they ſhall exhart one another to 
religious duties, ſet @ good example, and find many ready to 
22 join them, Yea, many people and ſtrong nations ſhall 
come to ſeek the Loxp of hoſts in Jeruſalem, and to 
23 pray before the Lox p.“ Thus faith the Logp of hoſts; 
In thoſe days [it ſhall come to paſs, ] that ten men ſhall 
take hold out of all languages of the nations, even ſhall 
take hold of the ſkirt of him that is a Jew, ſaying, We 
will go with you: for we have heard [that] God ſis} 
with you; many heathens of different nations ſhall eagerly 
join illi them as proſelytes, when God ſo remarkably fa- 
ours them. 


REFLECTIONS. 


4. ET us learn not to doubt of the fulfilling of God's 


promiſes, thoꝰ there be a ſtrong probability againſt 
it, (v, 6.) He filences all their doubts with this Ju, 
k S) 
* As there is nothing ſaid of ſacrifices, ſome ſuppoſe this re- 
fers to the latter day, perhaps to the proſelytes who. ſhall be 
added to the jews after their return. 
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Should it be marvellous in mine eyes ? Therefore, fear ye not, is 
often repeated. God is not only faithful, but he can over- 
come the greateſt difficulties ; nothing is too hard for him. 
And the remembrance of his power and truth ſhould pre- 
vent our ſtaggering at his largeſt promiſes ; be ye therefore 
ftrong in faith, giving glory to God. 

2. Let us cultivate thoſe diſpoſitions and graces, to 
which the promiſes of God are made; be careful to main» 
fain truth in our dealings, in our converſation, and eſpe- 
cially in our religious exerciſes. Let us ſtudy the things that 
make for peace; give up many things for it; and nat ima- 
gine evil; for this law extends to the heart, God hates 
theſe things ; therefore it is ungrateful and dangerous in 
us to practiſe them; and if we do, he will ſhow his hatred, 
by puniſhing them, | 

3. It is our duty to invite and encourage others to at- 
tend chriſtian ordinances, and 10 ſeek the Lord, This is an 
eſſential part of a good character. Thoſe who have ex- 

ienced the benefits of religion and its ordinances, will 
invite others to engage in them; will urge them to do it 
ſpeedily, and without delay. It is a melancholy proof of 
the decay of religion, that there is ſo little zeal to do good, 
and to admoniſh one another. Let us therefore ſtir u 
ourſelves and one another : which will be for their benefit, 
for our own comfort, and be followed with a great re- 
ward, 

4. Let us be examples of every good word and work 
which we recommend to others. I will go alſo. An im- 
portant hint for miniſters and parents not to be like thoſe 
who ſay, and do not : let us ſet a good pattern before others, 
which will be more forcible than any arguments without it. 
Thus ſhall we recommend religion; and others will ſee, by 
our piety, humility, and cheerfulneſs, that God ts indeed 
with us; and fo be led, by the concurrence of his grace, to 
accompany us in the way of holineſs and eternal lite, 


CHAP, 
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{ "CHAP. IX. 


The beginning of this chapter is a prophecy of the expedition of 
Alexander the Great, about three hundred years before Chriſt." 


Y HE burden of the word of the Log in the land 
| of Hadrach, concerning the kingdom of Syria, in 
| which Hadrach was @ principal city, and Damaſcus [ ſhall 
| | be] the reſt thereof; he anger of the Lord ſhall fall with 
peculiar weight on Damaſcus its capital, and ſhall reſt, or 
remain there: when the eyes of man, as of all the tribes 

of Iſrael, [ſhall be] toward the Logp ; when the eyes of 

all Hrael ſhall be directed to the Lord, to ſeek protection 

2 from him.” And Hamath alſo ſhall border thereby; or, 
that borders upon it; Tyrus, and Zidon, though it be 
very wiſe ; famous for trade, politics, and ſtill in naviga- 

3 tion. And Tyrus did build herſelf a ſtrong hold, and 
heaped up filver as the duſt, and fine gold as the mire 

4 of the ſtreets. Behold, the Lorp will caſt her out, 
and he will ſmite her power in the ſea ; and ſhe ſhall be 

5 devoured with fire.” Aſhkelon ſhall fee [it,] and fear 
Gaza alfo [ſhall fee it,] and be very ſorrowful, and 
Ekron; for her expectation ſhall be aſhamed; the 
neighbouring coaſts ſhall be alarmed for themſelves , and the 
king ſhall periſh from Gaza, and Aſhkelon ſhall not 

fl be 


1 This and the five remaining chapters of this book, tho' an- 
mexed to the prophecies of Zechariah and bearing the ſame title, 
(owing perhaps to their having been firſt written on the ſame 
ſcroll af parchment) ſeem not to be his; the three firſt do not ſuit 
his time, but agree with that of Jcremiah, to whom a citation 
from them in the new Teſtament is aſcribed, Matt. xxvii. g, 10.) 
The three laſt chapters form a diltin& prophecy, and were written 
ſoon after the death of joſiah, (chap. xii. 11.) and probably before 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by the Babylonians, (chap. Xii. 2—6.) 
but by what prophet, if not by Jeremiah, 1s uncertain, There are 
two citations from them in the new Teſtament, (chap. xii. 10. 
and xii. 7.) See Bp. Newcouwe, 

m This better ſuits Jeremiah's time than Zechariah's; and the 
conqueſt of the Syrians by Nebuchadnezzar, than by Alexander, 
ö See Jer. xlix. 23. xlvii. 2. and Exel. XXV. 15. 
== „ Old {Tyre was deſtroyed by Nebuchadnezzar; new Tyre was 

X ' built on an iſland, and tho' very ſtrong, was taken and burng 


by Alexander, 
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6 be inhabited. And a baſtard, one of foreign birth, ſhall 
dwell in Aſhdod, and I will cut off the pride of the 
7 Philiſtines.” Ard I will take away his blood out of 
his mouth, and his abominations from between. his 
teeth; will wreſt the prey from theſe fierce beaſts, and take 
away his power to do further miſchief : but he that re- 
maineth, even he, [hall be] for our God, and he 
ſhall be as a governor in Judah, and Ekron as a Jebu- 
ſite ; ſeveral of them ſhall be converted to the jewiſh religion, 
and incorporated with them, as the Febuſites were permitted 
8 to dwell among the Fetus. And I will encamp about 
mine houſe becauſe of the army, becauſe of him that 
paſſeth by, and becauſe of him that returneth ; and no 
oppreſſor ſhall paſs through them any more; referring 
probably to the quietneſ which Feruſalem enjoyed under 
Alexander ; as if he had ſaid, I will prevent all hoſtile ap- 
proaches to the city in which my temple is placed, Or, to 
God's favouring the Maccabees in their expectations againſt 
their enemies : for now have I ſeen with mine eyes ; my 
eye diſcerns all future events, and I have thus determined, 
What follows is a famous prophecy of the Meffiah. 

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; ſhout, O daugh. 
ter of Jeruſalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee : 
he [is] juſt, and having ſalvation; lowly, and riding up- 
on an aſs, and upon a colt the foal of an aſs; th he is a 
king as well as a deliverer, yet he does not affect the grandeur 
of thoſe princes who multiply horſes and chariots, but truſts in 
God's proteclion. He ſhall come like the patriarchs and antient 


Judges, riding upon an aſs, yea, upon a foal of an aſs, which, 
the? 


o Theſe places were taken by Alexander, who deſtroyed Gaza 
becauſe it held out long againſt him, and he was wounded there; 
the inhabitants were treated cruelly, eſpecially the governor, who 
was dragged alive round the walls till he was deſtroyed ; and 
the country was left in a deſolate condition; hence called Gazs 
the deſart. But notwithitanding this, Bp. Newcows thinks, that 
the prophecy was fulfilled by Nebuchadnezzar. See on Amos i. 8. 
8 "od one of the Maccabees, took it, and deitroyed many 
of the Philiſtines. 

4 Many of the remnant of this people were converted to chriſ- 
tianity ; there were many chriſtians at Tyre, and many martyrs 


there, 
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f 10 the never before backed, ſhall carry him gently” And I 
; will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horſe 
| from-Jeruſalem, and the battle bow ſhall be cut off; 
1 #hey ſhall ceaſe from all creature dependence, and repoſe 
| themſelves in the divine proteFion : and he ſhall ſpeak 
| peace unto the heathen ; ke ſhall not deſtroy the gentiles, 
| as the jews fooliſhly imagined : and his dominion [ſhall 
be] from ſea [even] to Tea, and from the river [even] 
11 to the ends of the earth. As for thee alſo, O M- 
Aal, by the blood of thy covenant I have ſent forth 
thy priſoners out of the pit wherein [is] no water; by 
tat covenant which the Meſſhah ſhall eſtabliſh with his 
blood, he ſhall deliver poor finners, who, like priſoners in a 
dungeon, are both confined and ſtarving. 
12 Turn you to the ſtrong hold, ye priſoners of hope ; 
let finners fly as priſoners of hope to ſeek refuge in him: 
even to day do I declare that] I will render double 
unto thee ; I will make them ample amends for their ſor- 
row.—Then begins a new ſection which contains a 
13 of the Maccabees, When 1 have bent Judah for me, 
filled the bow with Ephraim, prepared them to be my in- 
firuments, and raiſed up thy ſons, O Zion, againſt thy 
ſons, O Greece, given ſucceſs to their arms againſt the 
Syrian kings, the ſucceſſors of Alexander, (whom the Macca- 
bees often defeated,) and made thee as. the ſword of a 
14 mighty man. And the Lox ſhall be ſeen over them, 
in his preſiding and directing preſence, and his arrow ſhall 
o forth as the lightning: and the Lord Good ſhall 
Plow the trumpet, and ſhall go with whirlwinds of the 
ſouth ; bring ſwift and terrible deſtruftion on their enemies, 
15 The Lonp of hoſts ſhall defend them ; and they ſhall 
. devour, and ſubdue with Ning ſtones ; as David did Goli- 
i ath; and they ſhall drink, [and] make a noiſe as through 
wine; they ſhall ſhout for vitlory, as men that are almoſi 
intoxicated ; and they ſhall be filled like bowls, [and] 
as the corners of the altar; hey /hall be filled with joy, 
16 as the corners of the altar are with blood. And the * 
eir 


_ = r As horſes are uſed in war, Chriſt may be ſuppoſed by this 
3 | aftion to have ſhown the humble and peaceful nature of his 
| kingdom, and the happy effects of his goſpel, 


ZECHARIAH. IX: 479 


their God ſhall ſave them in that day as the flock of 
his people; as @ ſhepherd doth his ſheep : for ¶ they ſhall 
be as] the ſtones of a crown, lifted up; he /hall raiſe 
them to honour, and triumph in them, as a prince in his 

17 crown, or, as an enſign upon his land. For how great 
[is] his goodneſs, and how great [is] his beauty] corn 
ſhall make the young men cheerful, and new wine the 
maids ; great plenty ſhall attend their victories; the young 
men ſhall reap the corn, and the maids gather the grapes; 
their joy ſhall be as the joy of harveſt, a religious joy, that 
ſhall all centre in God. | 


REFLECTIONS 


1. HE calamities of others ſhould engage us to look 

unto the Lord. The eyes of all Iſrael, as of one 
man, curned to him, when his judgments fell upon the 
kingdoms around them. And it is a ſign of God's favour 
when this is the caſe with any people, or any individual, 
Our eyes are apt to turn from him; many things in the 
world lead us to overlook him : but to him our attention 
and affections ought to be principally directed. 

2, Let us adore the goodneſs of God, in raifing up for 
us ſuch a deliverer and prince as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
This prophecy was remarkably fulfilled in his triumphant 
entrance into Jeruſalem, in his gentle character, and the 
happy effects of his goſpel; in his great authority in hea- 
ven and earth, and his power to ſubdue his enemies, and 
protect and reward his ſubjects. He was peaceable him- 
ſelf; and his religion abounds with pacifick maxims, which 
tend to promote peace as far as they prevail. We have 

reat reaſon to rejoice in him as our king; for he bri 
ineſtimable bleſſings to his ſubjects, both for time and 
eternity, Let us pray that his kingdom may be ſupported 
and advanced, as the happineſs of the world is ſo connec. 
ed with it. | 
3. Let us be thankful that there is ſuch a foundation 

laid by Chriſt and the goſpel diſpenſation, for the hope of 

ſinful creatures, What an affecting view is here given us 
of ſinners; as priſoners in à pit; in moſt diſtreſhng and 


hopeleſs 
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hopeleſs eircumſtances; condemned, and periſhing; yet 
delivered by the blaod of the covenant; that everlaſting cove. 
nant, which was ſealed with the blood of Chriſt, We are 
now, bleſſed be God, priſoners of hope : our caſe is bad, 
but not deſperate, There is a ftrong hold provided, where 
we may be ſafe, comfortable, and happy, and all finners 
are invited 79 turn to it. May they all fee their miſery, ſo 
that the tidings of deliverance and falvation may be wel. 


come to them, and they may be brought out of priſon to 


praiſe God's name. 
4. While we are thankful for theſe great mercies, let 


us not overlook the common bounties of providence, 
When we receive the bleſſings of the harveſt, and gather 
in corn, that furniſhes us with nourifhing meat and drink, 
let us obſerye and admire the kindneſs of God herein, It 
is conſtant, large, and wonderful, Let us ſay, with con- 
ſtant and lively gratitude, How great is his goodneſs! and be 
careful never to pervert or abuſe it : but when we eat, and 
are ſatisfied, let us bleſs the name of the Lord, who dealeth ſo 
bountifully with us. © | 


1 


—__ 


— a 
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An exhortation to ſeek to God, and not 10 idols; as he viſited 
i flock for fin, ſo he will ſave and reſtore them. The for- 
mer part of this chapter refers ſtill to the Maccabees; the 
latter part to the final reſtoration of the Fews. 
1 SK ye of the Loxp rain in the time of the latter 
* rain, about March, ¶ſo] the Lon o ſhall make 
bright clouds, and give them ſhowers of rain, to every 
2 one graſs in the field; all kinds of vegetables. For the 
idols have ſpoken vanity, and the diviners have ſeen a 
lie, and have told falſe dreams; they comfort in vain 
" The favourable predifiions of the falſe prophets before the 
captivity, all proved groundleſs and injurious : therefore 
they went their way as a flock, driven by their enemics 
into the wide places of the deſart ; they were troubled, be- 
cauſe [there was] no ſhepherd, no king or rulex over 
them. | =) . 
| 3 Mine 
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Mine anger was kindled againſt the ſhepherds, againſt 
the kings and rulers, and I puniſhed the goats, or great 
men : for, or nevertheleſs, the Loxo of hoſts hath viſited 
his flock the houſe of Judah, hath returned to his people 

in mercy, and hath made them as his goodly horſe in the 
battle; given them ſtrength and courage, and diſpoſed them 
to ſubmit to his will, like the eaſtern horſes, which were 
remarkably obedient to their riders: this refers to his prof- 
4 pering their arms under the Maccabees. Out of him, from 
Fudah, came forth the corner ſtone, out of him the nail, 
out of him the battle bow, out of him every oppreſſor 
together z God will raiſe up among them thoſe who ſhall 
be like corner ſtones and nails in a building, and who ſhall 
5 bear down the united force of their enemies. And they 
ſhall be as mighty [men, ] which tread down [their 
enemies] in. the mire of the ſtreets in the battle: and 
they ſhall fight, becauſe the Loxo [is] with them, and 
the riders on horſes ſhall be confounded; they , gain 
many fignal victories over the Syrian princes, 5 chief 
6 th lay in their cavalry, And I will ftrengthen the 
hou: of Judah, and I will fave the houſe of Joſeph, 
and I will bring them again to place them; for I have 
mercy upon them : and they ſhall be as though I had 
not caſt them off: for I ſam] the Lord their God, 
and. will hear them; many of the ten tribes, encouraged 
7 by theſe ſucceſſes, ſhall return. And [they of ] Ephraim 
ſhall be like a mighty ¶ man, ] and their heart ſhall re- 
Joice as through wine: yea, their children ſhall ſee [it, 
and be glad; their heart ſhall rejoice in the Logs; 
they ſhall have laſting peace, and their children, ſhall reap 
the benefits of the victories, in great proſperity and happi- 
8 neſs. I will hiſs for them, or whiſtle, as the eaſtern /hep- 
herds call their ſheep, and gather them; for 1 have re- 
deemed them : and they ſhall increaſe as they have in- 
creaſed ; that is, even during their captivity. This and the 
following verſes probably relate to the jews in the latter day. 


9 And I will ſow them among the people; I will multiply 


them among the nations where they are diſperſed : and they 
' ſhall remember me in far countries; and they ſhall live 
with their children, and turn again to their obedience to 
Voit. VI; Hh God 
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10 God by their converſion to chriſtianity, I will bring them 
again alſo out of the land of Egypt, and gather them 
out of Aſſyria; and I will bring them into the land of 
Gilead and Lebanon; and 3 Pons place] ſhall not 
be found for them; they Mall be more numerous than their 

11 ancient baundaries can contain. And he, that is, God, 
ſhall paſs through the ſea with affliction, or, with 4jtreſs 

unto it, and ſhall ſmite the waves in the ſea, and all the 
deeps of the river ſhall dry up; God's mighty arm ſhall 

be diſplayed again, in as wonderful a manner as in bringing 
their fathers out of Egypt and the pride of Aſſyria ſhall 

be brought down, and the ſceptre of Egypt ſhall depart 
away; Aria and Egypt, all their oppaſers, ſhall be hum- 
12 bled, And J will ſtrengthen them in the Log p; and 
they ſhall walk up and down in his name, faith the 
Lokp; they ſhall be formed to an humble dependence upon 
God, be devoted to him, and ſupported by him." 


REFLECTIONS 


I. _—_ providence of God is to be ſought and owned 

in ſeaſonable weather. Sunſhine and rain in 
their ſeaſons, are God's gifts, and are to be aſked of him. 
None of the vanities of the heathen can give or reſtrain 
rain, Let us be careful to obferve the courſe of his pro- 
vidence, that we may adore him as the God of nature, and 
give him the glory of all his bounties. 

2. Let us look to him to raiſe up fit perſons to ſuppors 
the intereſts of our country, who ſhall be as corner ſtones, 
to ſuſtain and adorn the building, and as nails, to keep the 
frames of it together, Such are wiſe and faithful miniſters 
of ſtate, active magiſtrates, and ſkillful, valiant comman- 

ders. 

„This is proverbial; Egypt and Affyria are put for all 
plages where they ware dl! fo 1 u fd, Our . 

IF This laf chapter Mr. OzTox did not deliver from the pul- 
pits bere his manuſcript copy ends. The remaining chapters of 

| » and the book © Malachi are drawn up by the Edi- 
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ders, God is the fountain of ſkill and power ; can endow 
men with qualifications for great offices, fix them in them, 
and make their attempts to ſerve the publick ſucceſsful. 
We ſhould have our publick affairs better managed, and 
have leſs faction and contention, if we were more ſenſible 
of this, and more careful to pray for the proſperity of our 
country. 

2 Let us look to God for wiſdom and ſtrength for our- 
ſelves, that we may walk up and down in his name; act by 
his direction, and aim at his glory; ſeeking ſucceſs and 
comfort from him, and giving him the honour when we 
obtain them. Our concern ſhould be to engage faithfully 
in his ſervice, and daily to perform all the duties of the 
Chriſtian life. We need his aſſiſtance for this purpoſe ; 
and ſhould earneſtly ſeek it, and hope for it : for the God of 
Ifrael is he that giveth ſtrength and power to his people. Bleſs 
Je the Lord. | 


CHAP. XL 


The three firſt verſes of this chapter relate to the deſtrufion of 
Feruſalem. The prophet then gives an account of the manner 
in which he diſcharged his office, and the little value that was 
put upon his labours. He is then diremed to take inſtru- 
ments of deſtruction, expreſſive of the judgments which God 
wart about to inflit on the jews by wicked rulers and guides, 
tho would firſt deſtroy the flock, and, in the end, be deſtroyed 

themſelves, 


1 602 thy doors, O Lebanon, that the fire may 
devour thy cedars; the temple was built of cedar. 

2 Howl, fir tree; for the cedar is fallen; ye mean ones, 
mourn for the great; becauſe the mighty is ſpoiled. 

| - © 2 | howl, 


The jewiſh writers tell us, that the great eaftern gate of 
the temple was ſo heavy, that many men were neceſſary to open 
and ſhut it; yet that a little before the laſt fiege it opened and 
ſhut of itſelf, and that Rabbi Johannan ſaid on that occaſion, 
* Now is the temple near to deſtroyed, fince that word is 
fulfilled, Open thy gates, O Lebanon.” loszruvs, L. viii. chap. 12, 
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hol, O ye oaks of Baſhan; for the foreſt of the vin- 
tage, the defenced foreſt, or Feruſalem, which was as full 
3 of houſes as a foreſt of trees, is come down. [ There is] 
a voice of the howling of the ſhepherds, of the rulers and 
governors; for their glory is 3 a voice of the 
2 of young lions; for pride of Jordan is 
led.“ 
4 5 Thus faith the Lond my God; Feed the flock of 
the ſlaughter ; the flock that has been waſted by many, and 
5 muſt be given up to flaughter ;* Whoſe poſſeſſors ſlay 
them, and hold themſelves not guilty z have no ſenſe of 
the enormity of this conduct: and they that ſell them ſay, 
Bleſſed [be] the Lox D; for I am rich; they have the 
ſhow of piety, while they practiſe the greateſt injuſtice 
and : and their own ſhepherds pity, or ſpare, 
6 them not. For 1 will no more pity the inhabitants of 
the land, faith the Lord: but, lo, I will deliver the 
men every one into his neighbour's hand, and into the 
hand of his king : and they ſhall ſmite the land, and out 
7 of their hand I will not deliver them.] And J will 
feed the flock of ſlaughter, [even] you, or, becauſe of 
you, O poor of the flock. And I took unto me two 
ſtaves, or, two crooks; I aſſumed the appearance of a 
ſhepherd ; the one I called Beauty, to denote how beauti- 
ful and pleaſant the land would have been, if its inhabitants 
had kept their covenant with God, and the other I called 
Bands; 10 ſignify the union that ought to have ſubſiſted be- 
tween Judah and Iſrael, (ſee v. 14.) and I fed the flock, 
8 Three ſhepherds alſo, that is, ſeveral evil governors, I 
cut off in one month, in a litile time;* and my 
Great men are compared to ſhepherds and lions, to intimate 
their ſuperiority, and to young lions, hiding themſelves in thick- 
ets, till Jordan, highly enraged, overflowed and drove them out. 
* Theſe words were directly ſpoken to Zechariah, and are in- 
tended as a figure of Chriſt, , 
This probably refers to the dreadful devaſtation brought on the 
ews by the Romans, and by their quarrels among themſelves, 
he hand of his king, many refer to the Roman emperor, who 
Was now kin 


g of Judea, and treated the jews with greater ſe- 
w—_ than could have been expected from the general character 
itus 
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9 ſoul lothed them, and their foul alſo abhorred me. Then 

- ſaid I, I will not feed you: that that dieth, let it die; 

and that that is to be cut off, let it be cut off; and 

let the reſt eat every one the fleſh of another, and be- 

10 come à prey to famine, And I took my ftaff, [even] 

Beauty, and cut it aſunder, that I might break my 

covenant which I had made with all the people; 4y 

giving them up to deſtruttion, I put an end to that beau- 

tiful conſtitution of things, which had before been ſettled 

11 among them, and which I would have eſtabliſhed. And it 

was broken in that day : and fo the poor of the flock 

that waited upon me knew that Ar, the word of 

the Lox p; acknowledged that the hand of God was therein. 

12 And I faid unto them, If ye think good, give [me] 

my price; and if not, forbear; if you think I deſerve 

any thing from you, give me d meet recompence for 

all my care and pains with you. So they weighed for 

my price thirty pieces] of filver ; hey rated them 

contemptuouſly : thirty pieces of ſilver being the price of a 

13 //ave. And the Lokp ſaid unto me, Caſt it unto the 

potter: a goodly price that I was priſed at by them; 

as if he had ſaid, Whatever affront they put an you they 

put on me, and I look on myſelf as injured that the ſervices 

of my ſervant ſhould be no more thought of, And 1 took 

the thirty [pieces] of filver, and caſt them to the potter 

in the houſe of the LoRD; as I received it in the temple, 

I threw it to the potter who ſat at the gate; to intimate 

' that it was a fit price only for his contemptible ware.“ 

14 Then I cut aſunder mine other ſtaff, [even] Bands, 

that I might break the brotherhood between Judah and 

Iſrael ; when I had received this affront, I conceived there 

was nothing more for me to do as a ſhepherd; I therefore 

broke my ſtaff, and declared, that fince they had deſpiſed my 

55 H h 3 | endeavours 

ee the ſcribes and phariſees. There were a great number 
0 


revolutions about this time in the high prieſthood, which muſt 
occaſion a revolution in other offices, 

This is applied by the evangeliſt to Chriſt, the great Shep- 
herd, who was valued at no more than thirty pieces, which were 
- thrown down in the temple, and taken from thence, and given to 


the potter, 
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: —— unite them, they ſhould be left to a ſpirit of 
cord. | 

15 2 the Loxp ſaid unto me, Take unto thee yet 

the inſtruments of a fooliſh ſhepherd ; « ſcrip that would 

"contain nothing uſeful to the ſheep, and a heavy ſtaff that 

16 would hurt them, For, lo, I will raiſe up a ſhepherd in the 

land, ſome wicked king, [which] ſhall not viſit thoſe that 

be cut off, neither ſhall ſeek young one, nor heal 

that that is broken, nor feed that that ſtandeth ſtill fut 

weakneſs, but he ſhall eat the fleſh of the fat, and tear 

their claws in pieces; wear out their hoofs with over 

17. driving them. oe to the idol ſhepherd that leaveth 

the flock ! the ſhepherd that afts in ſo fooliſi a manner, 

as to be but the uſeleſs image of a ſhepherd ! the ſword [ ſhall 

be] upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm 

ſhall be clean dried up, and his right eye ſhall be ut- 

terly darkened; the ſword of God's wrath ſhall fall upon 

him ; God ſhall weaken his power, confound his underſtand- 

ing, and leave him under a ftate of blindneſs and impotence, 


1. E T us be very thankful that the fire of God's 

| wrath is not ſent out againſt us, v. 1. Our (ins 

are many, and aggravated, like thoſe of the jews of old; 

and God might juſtly have conſumed us in his anger, as he 

did them ; have given our temples to the flames, and our 

dwellings to the fury of the enemy : he might have turned 

the roarings of hes who revel, into howlings and lament- 

= | ations. May we hear, and fear, and do no more wickedly ; elſe 

the mercies we have received will not prevent the judg- 

ments we have deſerved ; but the more God has done for 

us, the heavier will thoſe judgments be: and wicked prin- 

ces and prieſts, who, inſtead of being ſhepherds, have been 

lions, may juſtly expect peculiar indignation. Ke 

2. Let us guard againſt every thing that looks like an 

aſſociation of devotion and immorality, v. 5. It is bad 
enough when men do ill, and get their gains by unrighte- 

ous methods, or by the oppreſſion and ſale of others; but 

it is worſe, when they juſtify themſelyes in thoſe — 
an 
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and ſay, We are not puilty; but moſt abominable of all, 
when they do this under the cloak of religion, and ſay, 
Bleſſed be the Lord, for I am rich; tho* they have got their 
wealth by injuſtice, rapine, or murder. Let us remember, 
that God abhors robbery for burnt offerings; and that the wort 


of torments are prepared for the hypocrites in Zion. 
'3. We ſhould be very thankful that Chriſt has not yet 


thrown up the paſtoral care of us. He would have fed the 
flock of the flaughter, the obſtinate jews ; but they regarded 
him not. He told them he was the ſhepherd of the ſheep ; 
but when he came to his own, his own received him not; they 
t no value on his offers, his labours, his tender concern 
r them; yea; he was ſold for thirty pieces of ſilver ; and 
thoſe lions led him as a lamb to the flaughter, and tore him 
in pieces. But he till lives to exerciſe his paſtoral care; 
to feed his flock like a ſhepherd, to gather the lambs in his boſom, 
and gently lead thoſe that are with young, He attends to the 
poor of the flock; feeds and ſupports the meaneſt and the 
weakeſt of his ſervants. He leads them to green paſtures, and ſtill 
waters; and when they paſs through the valley of the ſhadow of 
death, his rod and his flaff will comfort them. And he will 
give unto his ſheep eternal life; and they ſhall never perih, nor 
ſhall any pluck them out of his hands, | 
4. We ſhould not wonder if we are deſpiſed, and our 
endeavours to do good treated with contempt. Thus Ze- 
chariah was treated; they offered him for his labours the 
price of a flave, Thus was Chriſt deſpiſed and rejected of 
men; and thus many of his faithful miniſters have com- 
plained, We have laboured in vain, we have ſpent our ſtrength 
for nought ; we have ſtretched out our hand all the day to 4 
gainſaying and diſobedient people. But God will remember all 
their works of faith and labours of love. They that deſpiſe you, 
ſays Chriſt, deſpiſe me; and they who deſpiſe me, deſpiſe him 
that ſent me. God confiders all the contempt which is 
thrown on faithful miniſters, and their labours, as an affront 
done to himſelf ; and they ſhall finally be @ feweet ſavour to 
God, in them that periſh, as well as in them that are ſaved. 
5. Let us fear and avoid the judgment of the fooliſh 
ſhepherd, mentioned in the three laſt verſes. While the 
former reflection reads a leſſon to the people, God here 
| H h 4 reads 
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reads an awful leſſon to miniſters ; to every one who only 
takes the inſtruments of a fooliſh ſhepherd, but does not 
provide food or defence for the flock ; who will not do 
the duty of a ſhepherd, will not inſtruc the ignorant, ſeek 
thoſe that are gone aſtray, nor heal thoſe that are wounded, 
nor ſupport thoſe that are feeble ; who lives in luxury 
himſelf, and oppreſſes thoſe under his care; who is an idol 
ſhepherd, the mere image of a paſtor ; who has eyes, but ſees 
not, and ears, but hears not; who, like an idol, receives 
abundance of reſpect and homage from the people, and the 
chiefeſt of their offerings, but neither can nor will do them 
any good. Woe to ſuch a one ! the ſword of God ſhall be on 
his arm and on his eye; he ſhall loſe bath one and the other, 
ſo that he ſhall neither be able to ſee his awn danger, nor 
defend himſelf when it comes upon him, 
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CHAP. XII. 


1 Tue iirſt part of this chapter relates to an invaſion that ſhall be 
. a made on the inhabitants of Judea in the latter ages of the 
_ world, and God's fignal interpoſution in their favour ; the 
latter part relates to ſpiritual mercies, and deſcribes their ſor- 
row when they ſhould be brought to a ſenſe of their great fin 
in cruciſying the Meſia n. 
I HE burden, or, the prophecy, of the word of the 
| Lox for Iſrael, faith the Lorxp, which ftretch- 
eth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the 
earth, and formeth the ſpirit of man within him; who 
2 is the author of all human wiſdom. Behold, I will make 
Jeruſalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round 
about, I will intoxicate all thoſe who riſe up againſt her, 
as if they had drank ſome poiſonous draught, that ſhall diſ- 
order all their nerves, and throw them into trembling and 
_ confuſion, when they ſhall be in the ſiege both gin Ju- 
3 dah ſand] againſt Jeruſalem. And in that day will l make 
- n a burdenſome ſtone for all people: all that 
urden themſelves with it ſnall be cut in pieces, though 
all the people of the earth be gathered together againſt 
| | it; 
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it; - they ſpall be as men that would roll a great ſtoue up 4 
hill, which at laſt returns upon them, and «cruſhes them ta 

4 Pieces, In that day, faith the Logo, I will ſmite every 
horſe with aſtoniſhment, and his rider with madneſs 
confiderable forces of cavalry ſhall come up againſt them, 
(probably referring to the Turks, ſee Exek. xxxvill. 39.) 
but they ſhall be confounded, and take wrong meaſures ; 
their horſes ſhall madly ruſh on to great danger and ſudden 
deſtrutijon : and I will open mine eyes upon the houſe 
of Judah, will look upon them with complacency and regard, 

and will ſmite every horſe of the people with blindneſs, 

5 And the governors of Judah ſhall fay in their heart, 
The inhabitants of Jeruſalem [ſhall be] my ftrength 
in the Loxp of hoſts their God; or, there is ftrength to 
me and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem in the Lord of hoſts 
their God; that is, the greateſt men ſhall own that their 
ſtrength, and that of their capital, confijts in the favour of 
God. 


6 In that day will I make the governors of Judah like 
a hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of. 
fire in a ſheaf; and they ſhall devour all the people 

round about, on the right hand and on the left; I will 
ſpread deſftruftion on all who attempt to injure them, ſud- 
denly and irreſiftibly : and Jeruſalem ſhall be inhabited 

7 again in her own place, [even] in Jeruſalem. The 

- Lord alſo ſhall ſave the tents of Judah firſt, that the 
glory of the houſe of David and the glory of the in- 
habitants of Jeruſalem do not magnify | themſelves] 
againſt Judah; his deliverance ſhall be wrought, not by 
the ſtrength of the walls of Jeruſalem, or the valour of its 
inhabitants, but, when the enemy ſhall come in like a flood, 

and the people are driven into the country around them, God 
Hall begin the ſalvation in the open fields, and ſave the de- 
fenceleſs people; ſo that human proweſs ſhall have no hand 

B in this deliverance, In that day ſhall the Loa defend 
the inhabitants of Jeruſalem ; and he that is - feeble 
among them at that day ſhall be as David; and the 
houſe of David [ſhall be] as God, as the angel of the 
LorD before them; men ſhall act beyond their common 
force; and fhall be ſo ſtrengthened for the ſervice to which 
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they are called, that it ſhall be as if the common people, even 
the weakeſt among them, were raiſed to the ſtrength, cou- 
rage, and piety of David, and thoſe that are moſt & tin. 
wiſhed ſhall be improved to an angelic power and character. 
9 And-it ſhall come to paſs in that day, [that] l will 
- oa to deſtroy all the nations that come againſt Jeru- 
em. | 
10 And, in order to introduce ſuch @ glorious ſcene, I will 
pour upon the houſe of David, and upon the inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem, the ſpirit of grace and of ſupplications: 
and they ſhall look upon me, or rather, upon him, whom 
they have pierced, and they ſhall mourn for him, as 
one mourneth for [his] only [ſon,] and ſhall be in bit- 
terneſs for him, as one that is in bitterneſs for [his] 
11 firſt born. In that day ſhall there be a great mourn- 
ing in Jeruſalem, not only as a /ing/e parent mourning for an 
only ſon, but the whole nation ſhall be deeply afflified, (2 
Kings xxiii. 29.) as the mourning of Hadadrimmon, 
a town in the valley of Megiddon, where Fofiah was 
f2 hain, over whom great lamentation was made. And the 
land ſhall mourn, the whole jewiſh nation, and the greateſt 
men, ſhall humble themſelves on this account; every family 
apart; the family of the houſe of David apart, and 
their wives apart; the family of the houſe of bee 
a confiderable anch of the 10 e David, a 
13 their wives apart; The — of the houſe of of — 
apart, and their wives apart; the family of Shimei, er 
14 Simeon, apart, and their wives apart; All the fami- 
lies that remain, every family apart, and their wives 
apart; in alluſion to their funeral proceſſions, or times of 
great mourning, when it was — for the men of the 
ſeveral families to go together, and their wives to go together 
after them, each by themſelves; to denote à deep, retired 
forrow, which rendered the mourners for a ſeaſon inſenſible 


to all the comforts and enjoyments of the moſt endearing 
fonety. 


REFLECT- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1. ROM the majeſtic deſcription-which is here given 
of God, we ſhould be led to adore him with the 
profoundeſt humility, v. 1. He not only ſtretched out 
the heavens at firſt, but ſtill fretcheth them out as à curtain; 
and will continue to do ſo till the end come, when the hea- 
vens ſhall be rolled together as a ſcroll, No bounds can be 
ſet to his power, who ſtretcheth out the heavens, nor can 
any thing be too hard for him, who layeth the foundations of 
the earth ; keeps it firm, and fixed on its own axis, 
governs the elements and the ſeaſons, He alſo formed the 
ſpirit of man within him; gave us all our intellectual powers, 
and can influence them as he pleaſes. Let our ſouls, and all 
that is within us, magnify the Lord, who made the heavens 
and the earth, wha is the former of our bodies and the father of 
our ſpirits, and the giver of all our enjoyments. 

2.. Let us draw encouragement from the favour which 
ſhall be finally ſhown to the chriſtian cauſe. Whatever 
clouds and darkneſs may be round about us; whatever ene- 
mies may ariſe to oppoſe the goſpel ; how much ſoever 
infidelity may triumph, iniquity abound, and the love of 
many wax cold; there certainly will be brighter, better, 
happier days. The goſpel ſhall be a cup of conſolation to all 
who embrace it; but 4 cup of trembling to thoſe who oppoſe 
it, Tho' all people ſhould unite together to deſtroy the 
kingdom of the Meſſiah, and the church of Chriſt, it will 
be a vain attempt. This fone cut of the mountains without 
hands, will not only keep its place, but fill the whole earth; 
and will finally break in pieces all thoſe who burden themſelves 
with it, God will open his eyes, that 1s, look favourably 
on his cauſe and intereſt, and ſtrike with aſtoniſhment and 
madneſs all thoſe who riſe up againſt it. Let us then wiſh 
well to Zion from our hearts; pray for its peace and proſ- 
perity ;; and rejoice that here is firength for us, and for all 
his people, in the Lord of hoſts, their God. | 

3. We ſhould long for that revival of the chriſtian cauſe 
when he that is feeble ſhall be as David, in a ſpiritual ſenſe 
when the happy time ſhall come, that princes and great men 

ſhall 
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ſhall be good and holy men, and mate their boaſt, not of 
their ſtrength, their riches and honours, but of the Lord 
their God. In that day religion ſhall raiſe its languiſhing 
head; God «will firengthen the weak hands, and confirm the 
feeble knees of his ſervants ; they ſhall run, and not be weary ; 
they ſhall walk, and not faint ;, they ſhall be ſtrong to reſiſt 
every enemy and temptation, brave and ſkilful, even as 
David himſelf; yea, the weakeſt and feebleſt ſhall be ſo. 
| When God revives his church, he will make children, not 
—_ - | only men in Chriſt, but champions; and thoſe who are in 
* high ſtations, and called out to greater ſervices, he will 
EE: make as angels of the Lord. He will increaſe the gifts and 
| abilities of princes, magiſtrates, and all the people, in pro- 
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= rtion to the reſpective ſervices to which they are call. 
0 ed. O bleſſed promiſe, and happy ſeaſon when it ſhall be 
| fulfilled ! Haſten is in thy good time, O Lord. And in or- 

| der to this, let us. 
| 4. Wreſtle with God, that he would pour a ſpirit of 
| evangelical repentance in a greater meaſure upon us, and 
alſo upon his antient people the jews. When God. has 
great mercies to beſtow, he will tir up the hearts of his ſer- 
vants earneſtly to ſeek them, In order to this, he will pour 
| out his ſpirit upon them, and make known his words unto them: 
1 he will awaken a juſt and deep ſenſe of ſin in their hearts; 
=. give them a ſpirit of grace, to. ſanctify them, and ſubdue 
4 their iniquities; and a ſpirit of ſupplication, inclining them 
to, and aſſiſting them in, the duty of prayer. He will 
particularly teach them to look upon Chriſt as pierced, not by 
= the jews only, but by themſelves; and this, not with a 
bk * tranſient glance, or unaffected eye; but they ſhall look, and 
3 | 0 mourn, and that bitterly, as for the loſs of an only ſon, Thus 
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genuine repentance and godly ſorrow will expreſs them- 

4 lelvres. It is God's work to produce them in the heart; 

| i and, bleſſed be his name, we have his promiſe that he will 

| do it, Let us pray for ſuch a temper ourſelves ; it will 

f de acceptable to- God, honourable to Chriſt, and a ſure 

| token that God will revive us again. Let us ſupplicate it 

. for the jews, God's antient people, to whom this promiſe 

5 | | peculiarly belongs; that they may embrace their own 2 

* 
| 
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ſiah, partake of all goſpel bleflings, and ſee all theſe glo- 
rious prophecies concerning them accompliſhed. 


—— —_— m 


CHAP. XIII. XIV. 1, 2. 


Contain promiſes of pardon, and a deliverance from idolatry and 
falſe prophets ; foretell the death of Chriſt, and the perſe- 
cution of his diſciples; the deſtruction of Feruſalem by the 
Romans, and the calamities conſequent on that event, 

I TN that day, at the time of Chriſt's crucifixion, there 
I ſhall be a fountain opened to the houſe of David 
and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem for fin and for un- 
cleanneſs ; the means of pardon and ſanctiſication ſhall be 
offered to the jews by the death of Chriſt, and upon the terms 
of the chriſtian covenant. 

2 And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, ſaith the Lozp 

of hoſts, [that] I will cut off the names of the idols 
out of the land, and they ſhall no more be remember. 
ed: and alſo I will cauſe the prophets and the unclean 
ſpirit to paſs out of the land; hat is, a ſpirit of vice and 

3 wickedneſs, or, the prophet that has an unclean ſpirit. And 
it ſhall come to paſs, [that] when any ſhall yet pro- 

pheſy, then his father and his mother that begat him 

ſhall ſay unto him, Thou ſhalt not live; for thou 
ſpeakeſt lies in the name of the Logo : and his father 
and his mother that begat him ſhall thruſt him through 

4 when he propheſieth. And it ſhall come to paſs in 
that day, {that] the prophets ſhall be aſhamed every 
one. of his viſion, when he hath propheſied; neither 

3 ſhall they wear a rough garment to deceive : we 
> This either ſigniſies aboliſhing idolatry in all chriſtian church - 

es, or putting away the ſuperſtition and corruption that had crept 

into the jewiſh ; for idolatry had long ſince ceaſed. 

© This is urged in favour of perſecution; but it is ble the 

jews on their firſt converſion may not be ſenſible of the abolition 

of the moſaic law; till then they ſhall apprehend themſelves as 
under a law to puniſh idolatry with death, according to Deut. 

xiii. 6. and fo it intimates, that they ſhall have ſo much zeal 


againſt thoſe that would turn them from the living God, or their 
own Meſſiah, that they would not ſpare even their own children, 
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ſhall ſay, I [am] no prophet, I [am] an huſbandman; 
for man taught me to keep cattle from my youth.“ 
6 And [one] ſhall ſay unto him, What [are] theſe 
wounds in thine hands ? theſe marks, or punctures? An 
alluſion to the cuſtom of ſetting marks of idolatrous deities in 
their hands; as the votaries of Bacchus had an ivy leaf 
Painted on their hands. Then he ſhall anſwer, [ Thoſe] 
with which I was'wounded [| in] the houſe of my friends; 
theſe are not idolatrous marks, which I have made, but 
theſe of the maſter to whom T belong, or, which were made 

by my friends in infancy or childhood.“ 
7 Awake, O ſword, againſt my ſhepherd, the ſhepherd 
' ſpoken of thap. xi. 4. and alſo Ezek. xxiv. 33. the Meſſiah, 
appointed by me to feed my flock, and againſt the man 
[that is] my fellow, my intimate friend and aſſociate, the 
man that is near and dear to me, faith the Lorp of hoſts : 
ſmite the ſhepherd, aid, torment, and crucify him, and 
the ſheep ſhall be ſcattered ; kis diſciples ſhall forſake him, 
and the whole nation of the jews ſhall be diſperſed: and, or, 
nevertheleſs, I will turn mine hand upon the little ones, 
3 J will bring my poor feeble people back again, And it 
ſhall come to paſs, [that] in all the land, faith the 
Loxp, two parts therein ſhall be cut off [and] die; 
but the third ſhall be left therein; referring to the many 
devaſtations made among the jews for a conſiderable ſpace of 
time after the death of Chriſt, and efpecially by the Romans. 
9 And I will bring the third part through the fire, and 
will refine them as filver is refined, and will try them 
as gold is tried: they ſhall call on my name, and I 
will hear them : I will fay, It [is] my people; and 
they ſhall ſay, The Lorp [is] my God; after the jew- 
iſh nation have paſſed thro' many trials, they ſhall be taken 
| 23 2 nts 
4 Before the cohverfion of the jews there ſhall be falſe pro- 
phets and falſe Chriſts, who will put on the appearance of ſanc · 
tity and firiftneſs, like Elijah and John the Baptiſt; but theſe 
delußons ſhall then ceaſe; and thoſe who intended to turn them 


away from the Meſſiah, or to ſupport idolatrous worſhip, ſhall ſome 
of them be made examples of, and others ſhall be aſhamed to 
do it, 

* Tho' ſome ſuppoſe it refers to his being ſcourged as a falſe 
prophet, and his acknowledging thoſe as his friends who had 


reclaizzed him from propheſying by this means. 
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into covenant again, and att and be treated as my peculiar 
cople. | | 

# 4 _ XIV. Behold, the day of the Logp cometh, 

2 and thy ſpoil ſhall be divided in the midit of thee. For 
I will gather all nations againſt Jeruſalem to battle; 
the many nations who ſerved under the Romans, including 
the greater part of the world then. known; and the city 
ſhall' be taken, and the houſes rifled, and the women 
raviſhed ; and half, or, a portion, of the city ſhall go 
forth into captivity, and the reſidue of the people ſhall 
not be cut off from the city; or rather, ſhall be tranſlated; 
even the refidue of the people that ſhall not be cut off, that 
is, thoſe who are not deſtroyed by the cruelty of the ſiege, 
Hall go into captivity. Theſe two verſes refer to the de- 
ftruion of Feruſalem by the Romans. . 


REFLECTIONS 


1. J ET us by faith apply ourſelves to this fountain 

opened for fin and for uncleanneſs, v. 1. The inhabit- 
ants of Britain ſtand in need of it, as well as the inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem. We are all guilty and polluted creatures, 
who want pardon and ſanctification; and the blood of Chriſt 
was ſhed for this purpoſe. His wounded hands and feet, 
and pierced fide, are the fountain from whence- theſe bleſ- 
fings flow; the appointed means of forgiveneſs and clean- 
ſing; and there is ſalvation in no other. Hither then 
let us apply with humble faith and cheerful hope. If the 
finners of Jeruſalem, whoſe hands were imbrued in the 
blood of Chriſt, were not excluded from mercy ; if this 
fountain was opened even for them who had murdered the 
Lord of life; — the-greateſt offenders need not deſpair, 
It is a fountain that is inexhauſtible, that flows, and ſhall 
for ever flow, for the benefit of all who apply to it. It is 
a fountain opened, and not ſealed ;, and whoſoever will, may 
come and take of theſe waters freely. This is an eaſy method 
of pardon and ſal vation; God does not demand any hard 
thing; only to waſh, and be clean. Let us not rejet the 
bleſſing nor quarrel with the method of obtaining it which 
God has appointed, All who are waſhed here, who are 

| pardoned. 


496 ZECHARTIAH. XIV. 
pardoned and ſanctified thro* Chriſt, all be made kings and 
prieſts unto God: but our Lord may ſay to each of us, as 
he ſaid unto Peter on another occaſion, If I waſh thee not, 
thou haſt no part in me. 
2. We are led to acknowledge the goodneſs of God in 
giving his ſon for us, tho' ſo near and dear to him. Tho? 
is ſhepherd, his fellow, his companion, his delight, who 
lay in his boſom ; yet he gave him. up to ſufferings and 
death; yea, he called on the ſword to awake againſt him; 
not merely to terrify, but to /mite him; and all this, for 
us men, and our falvation,* How great an evil muſt fin be, 
and how hateful to God, when he took ſuch an expenſive 
method to remove from us the puniſhment due to it! how 
ready muſt God be to pardon, ſanctify, and fave all peni- 
tent ſinners! And if ke ſpared not his own ſon, but gave him 
up for us all, how ſhall he not with him freely give us all things? 
3. We ſhould earneſtly defire to be found in the num- 
ber of Chriſt's ſheep. He is the good ſhepherd, who laid 
down his life for the ſheep : and he calls even us 10 hear his 
voice and follow him as ſuch; and happy are thoſe who do 
ſo; for he will give unto his ſheep eternal life, and they ſhall 
never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of his hands, They 
may ſometimes be affrighted and ſcattered, perſecuted and 
hunted as a prey, and ſeem as ſheep without a ſhepherd : but 
God will turn his hand upon them; will preſerve them from 
real evil, and recover them again to the fold. Chriſt will 
take care even of his little ones, the pooreſt and meaneſt 
among them ; he will carry them in his arms, lay them in 
his boſom, and bring them ſafe to his green res and 
living ſtreams in the heavenly world. Let this engage us 
to commit ourſelves to his paſtoral care, to obey his voice, 
and follow the fontſteps of his flock. Then, whatever 
darkneis, enemies, or dangers, may threaten us, we may 
boldly ſay, The Lord is my ſhepherd, I ſhall not want; his rod 
and his af ſhall comfort me. | 
4. Let us frequently and ſolemnly confirm our covenant 
with God thro* Chriſt, v. 9. and be often ſaying, in re- 
tirement, in the family, in the houſe of God, and at the 
table of Chriſt, The Lord is my God. And let us be careful 
that our life and converſation correſpond with ſuch a 
| | | declaration 
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declaration; that we /ive ſoberly, riglileauſiy, and godly in this 
preſent evil world; that we give ourſelves to reading, medi- 
tation, and prayer; and {ive in all holy obedience to his laws. 
Then God will own us as his covenant ſervants ; he will 
fay concerning us, This is my people, and 1 will be their God 
for ever and ever, and their guide even unto death. 

5. Let us not think it ſtrange if we are called to trials 
and ſufferings. God often ſees it good to bring his little rem- 
nant through the fire. But it is to refine them, as filver is re- 
fined in the furnace; and to try them, as gold is tried. Whom 
the Lord lageth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon wham he 
recerveth ; but he does not afflif? them far his pleaſure, but for 
their profit ; that they may be partakers of his holineſs ; and 
theſe light affli tions, which are but for à moment, he will ſup- 
port them under at preſent, and hey hal finally work out 
for them a far more exceeding and an eternal weight of glory. 


— * wy A — _— — 


1 | — 4 
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CH AP. XIV. 3, to the end. 


God in this chapter threatens deſtruction to the enemies of his pes. 

ple; the deſcendants of thoſe nations who fought under the 

- Roman ſtandard, and who will be confederated with Gog and 

Magog when this vengeance overtakes them, ( Ezek, xxxviii. 

39. and Rev. xx. 8, 9.) He will diſplay his power in behalf 

of his people in a manner ſo aſtoniſhing and miraculous, (perhaps 

_ by a glorious appearance of the Meſfiah, v. 4.) that even they 

themſelves, and much more their enemies, ſhall be ſtruck with 

terror. Their proſperity ſhall then be permanent and unmixed, 

and they ſhall be made the inſtruments of converting other nations 

to the faith of the Meſſiah. The great increaſe and proſperity 

of the chriſtian church, the new Feruſalem, is then deſcribed, 

(in terms accommodated to jewiſh ideas) and the moſt ſignal 

vengeance denounced againſt all his enemies, From that happy 

period God's name will be honoured in every thing, and his 
worſhip reverently obſerved in the minuteſt circumſtances. 

3 T HEN ſhall the Loxp go forth, and fight againſt 

1. thoſe nations, as when he fought in the day of 

4 battle, And his feet ſhall ſtand in that day upon the 

Vorl. VI. T3 mount 
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mount of Olives, which [is] before Jeruſalem on the 
eaſt, and the mount of Olives ſhall cleave in the midſt 
thereof toward the eaſt and toward the weſt, [ and there 
ſhall be] a very great valley ; and half of the mountain 
ſhall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the 

5 ſouth.” And ye ſhall flee ſto] the valley of the moun- 
tains ; for the valley of the mountains ſhall reach unto 
Azal: yea, ye ſhall flee, like as ye fled from before 
the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah : 
and the Lorxp my God ſhall come, | and] all the ſaints 
with thee; or rather, the valizy of the mountain ſhall be 
filled up, for the valley of the mountain ſhall join to Azal, 
it ſhall be filled up as it was in the carthquake in the 
days of Uzziah, (ſee Foſephus's Antiq. 9, II.) By that 
earthquake mount Olive was aftually cleft aſunder on the 
weſt fide, and part of it was broken off, and removed 
to the diftance of half a mile, and ſtopped between two moun- 
tains, and ſo filled up the valley. Whether this is to be 
underſtood literally, or is a ſtrong figurative expreſſion for a 

6 remarkable appearance of God, is uncertain. And it ſhall 
come to paſs in that day, r the light ſhall not be 

7 clear, [nor] dark: But it ſhall be one day which ſhall 
be known to the Lorp, not day, nor night: but it 
ſhall come to paſs, [that] at evening time it ſhall be 
8 light.? And it ſhall be in that day, that] living wa- 
ters, the waters of divine truth, ſhall go out from je- 
ruſalem ; half of them toward the former ſea, and half 
of them toward the hinder ſea ; a figurative expreſſion refer- 
ring to the wide effufion of divine knowledge from Jeruſalem 
' when reſtored : in ſummer and in winter ſhall it be; the 
waters ſhall neither be dried by heat, nor ſtopped by froſt ; 
nothing ſhall kinder the progreſs of divine knowledge and 
9 truth. And the Lorp ſhall be king over all the earth: 
in that day ſhall there be one Lox, and his a.; 

| 4 
# Many commentators have ſuppoſed that Chriſt will deſcend 
ip perſon, and the mountains be removed; otherwiſe it is a figu- 
tative expreſſion of an extraordinary commotion, 


Some think that this refers to the day of the Goſpel diſ- 
penſation in general, under which, bitherto, light and darkneſs bave 


generally been blended ; and to its gradual clearing up toward 


the latter end. 
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all ſhall forſake idolatry, and worſhip the one living and true 

10 God. All the land ſhall be turned as a plain, and he 
ſhall encompaſs the whole land as a plain, from Geba, north 
of Feruſalem, to Kimmon ſouth of Jeruſalem : and it 
ſhall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from 
Benjamin's gate unto the place of the firſt gate, unto 
the corner gate, and [from] the tower of Hananeel unto 
the king's winepreſſes: expreſſions which deſcribe the 
populouſneſs of Feruſalem in the latter day; and as the city, 
in its former extent, would not then contain the inhabitants, 
God promiſes to make room for them by ſmoothing the neigh- 
bouring hills; a ſtrong argument that the jews ſhall return 

11 to their own land. And [men] ſhall dwell in it, and 
there ſhall be no more utter deſtruction ; no more curſe 
tiere; but Jeruſalem ſhall be ſafely inhabited, 

12 And this ſhall be the plague wherewith the Lorp 
will ſmite all the people that have fought againſt Jerus 
ſalem; Their fleſh ſhall conſume away while they ſtand 
upon their feet, without any apparent cauſe, and their 
eyes ſhall conſume away in their holes, and their tongue 
ſhall conſume away in their mouth; they fall be ſtruct 

13 with blindneſs, lameneſs, and dumbneſs. And it ſhall 
come to paſs in that day, [that] a great tumult from the 
Lokp ſhall be among them; and they ſhall lay hold 
every one on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand 
ſhall riſe up againſt the hand of his neighbour ; God 
will inſpire them with a ſpirit of diſcord, ſo that they ſhall 

14 fall upon one another. And Judah alſo ſhall fight at Jeru- 
ſalem; Hall fight with it, or for it; and the wealth of all 
the heathen round about ſhall be gathered together, 
gold, and filver, and apparel, in great abundance. 

15 And ſo ſhall be the plague of the horſe, of the mule, 
of the camel, and of the aſs, and of all the beaſts that 

| ſhall be in theſe tents, as this plague ; God ſhall not only 
deſtroy the enemies themſelves, but all the cattle and inſtru- 
ments they made uſe of.” ; 

16 And it ſhall come to paſs, [that] every one that is 
left of all the nations which came againſt Jeruſalem 

114 
* This makes it probable that it will be by a peſtilential diſ- 


order; and that the power of God ſhall be ſeen ia preſerving 
he jews. | 


* 
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| ſhall even go up from year to year to worſhip the King, 
the Lory of hoſts. and to keep the feaſt of tabernacles. 
17 And it ſhall be, [that] whoſo will not come up of [all] 
the families of the earth unto Jeruſalem to worſhip the 
King, the Lonxp of hoſts, even upon them ſhall be no 
18 rain. And if the family of Egypt go not up, and 
come not, that ſhave] no rain; ] there ſhall be the 
plague, wherewith the Lok D- will ſmite the heathen 
that come not up to keep the feaſt of tabernacles; as 
the Egyptians uſually have no rain, this may ſeem no threaten. 
ing to them; but ſhall there not be a plague ? ſball not God 
puniſh them ſome way or other, as well as other heathens ? 
19 This ſhall be the puniſhment of Egypt, and the puniſn- 
ment of all nations that come not up to keep the feaſt 
of tabernacles. | 
20 In that day ſhall there be upon the bells of the horſes, 
- HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; great piety fhall 
prevail, and God's name be honoured in every circumſtance : 
and the pots in the Loxp's houſe ſhall be like the 
bowls before the altar; the meaneſt utenſil in the houſe of 
God (ſee Nehem. x. 39.) ſhall be as the veſſels of fikver and 
21 gold uſed in ſolemn ſacrifices. Lea, every pot in Jeru- 
em and in Judah ſhall be Holineſs unto the Lorp of 
hoſts: and all they that ſacrifice ſhall come and take 
of them, and ſeethe therein: and in that day there 
ſhall be no more the Canaanite, or,  trafficker,. in the 
| houſe of the Lon p of hoſts; the uten/ils of the jews ſhall 
be treated as holy, and the worſhippers ſhall uſe them re- 
verentiy. The idea of preparing food in them, is taken from 
the cuſtom of feaſting after a ſacrifice, and no trafficker (ſee 
Ezek. xvii. 4.) ſhall pollute the houſe of God, as was cuſ- 
tomary when the Meſſiah cleanſed the temple. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. FR OM the great encouragement here given, let us 
pray for the accompliſhment of theſe 12 

when ie Lord ſhall be king in all the earth, and all m_— 
1 | n | ſha 

i God here uſes figurative expreſſions, taken from the worſhip 
of the Jews at the temple; to expreſs: an attendance on Chriſtian 


ordinances. Keeping the feaſt of tabernacles, may mean, a proper 
commemoration of divine gogdnels, 
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ſhall be baniſhed from the world: when God's antient 
people (hall again inhabit their own country, and their own 
city, and deſtruction be known no more. Faithful is he 
who hath promiſed, and he will accompliſh it. Let thy king- 
dom come, O Lord, and thy will be done on earth, as it is done 
in heaven. | 

2. How happy are they that love Sion, for God loves 
it, and it ſhall proſper, and be the joy of the whole earth. 
Amidft the death of miniſters, the decline of churches, the 
decay of piety and zeal, which ſo often afflicts our hearts, 
let us caſt a longing, believing eye, to thoſe happy times, 
when God will build up Sion; repair all its breaches, and fill 
all its waſte places: when Chriſt's kingdom ſhall be uniyer- 
fal, and the knowledge of the Lord cover the earth, as the 
waters do the ſea , when princes apd magiſtrates, miniſters 
and pcople, ſhall be filled with zeal for God, and their 
very merchandize. and hire ſhall be holineſs to the Lord; when 
there ſhall be but one Lord, and his name One ; when all the 
- nations that ever roſe up againſt God and his people, ſhall 
every one be joined to his church, and pay their grateful 
tribute of praiſe to God, as the jews uſed to do at their feaſt 
of tabernacles. Let this comfort our hearts, and encou- 
rage us ſtill to pray for the peace of. Feruſalem, for they ſhall 
proſper that love her. But on the other hand, 

3. Learn how much danger there is in oppoſing God, 
in being enemies to Chriſt's kingdom and people. God 
will make their plagues wonderful; their fleſh ſhall comſiume 
away, even while they ſtand on their feet, and without any 
viſible cauſe ; yea they ſhall be daſhed to pieces one againſt 
another, v. 13. The heavens ſhall be as braſs to them, there 
ſhall. be no rain; he will take from them their ſpoil, to en- 
rich thoſe whom they oppreſs; or bring plagues upon them 
and their cattle, and upon all that be in their tents. God 
has ten thouſand ways of puniſhing thole who ſet theme 
ſelves againſt him in this world; and. hereafter, the Lord 
Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven in flaming fire, to take ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and obey not his goſpel ; 
who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord and the glory of his power, Let ſinners kar, 
and fear, aud do no more wickedly, | 
k-1-2 The 


THE BOOK OF 


The Prophet MALACHI. 


INTRODUCTION. 


MALA HI, the laſt of the prophets of the Old Teſtament, 

lived ſome time after the rebuilding of the temple and city, 
probably about the latter end of the times of Ezra and Nehemiah, 
when zeal and piety were much decayed, God's worſhip corrupted, 
and many fins prevailed among prieſts and people. For theſe 
the prophet reproves aud threatens them ; but encourages the 
godly, who, in ſuch bad” times, continued faithful. He then 
ſpeaks more diftintly of the coming of Chriſt, and his forerunner 
Jolm the Baptiſt ;, till which time they were carefully to obſerve 
the law, and look for no farther ſucceſſion of prophets, 


CHAPTER l. 


Malachi here complains of IfraePs unkindneſs, aud of their 
irreligion and profanencſs. 


1 HE burden, or prophecy, of the word of the 
2 Lord to Iſrael by Malachi, my meſſenger. I 


have loved you, faith the Loxp. Yet ye ſay, 
Wherein haſt thou loved us? [Was] not Eſau Jacob's 
brother? ſaith the Logp : yet I loved Jacob, and gave 
3 him great external privileges; And J hated Eſau, I ſhowed 
' him leſs love, by giving him an inferior lot, and now have 
laid his mountains and his heritage waſte for the dra- 
4 gons of the wilderneſs. Whereas Edom faith, We 
are impoveriſhed, but we will return and build the de- 
folate places; thus faith the Lozp of hoſts, They ſhall 
build, but I will throw down; and they ſhall call them, 
The border of wickedneſs, and, The people againſt 
5 whom the Lozp hath indignation for ever.“ And your 
eyes 
* The Edomites _ they obght be reftored, and have a 
little reſt by it; but the contrary appeared ſoon after, for Hir- 
"I canus 
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eyes ſhall ſee, he eyes of the jews in ſucceeding ages ſhall 
ſee the appearances of divine providence in this reſpet, and 
ye ſhall ſay, The Loxp will be magnified from the 
border of Iſrael ; or beyond the border of Iſrael, that is, 
in other countries. 

6 A ſon honoureth [his] father, and a ſervant his maſ- 
ter: if then I [be] a father, where [is] mine honour ? 
and if I [be] a maſter, where ſis] my fear? faith the 
Lokxv of hoſts unto you, O prieſts, that deſpiſe my 
name. And ye ſay, Wherein have we deſpiſed thy 
name? I anſwer, Look at the ſtate of my temple, and then 

7 ſee wherein ye have deſpiſed me: Ye offer polluted bread 
upon mine altar; and ye ſay, Wherein have we pollut- 
ed thee? In that ye ſay, The table of the Lorp [is] 
contemptible; whatever you profeſs, you ſay, by your ac- 
tions, The table of the Lord is contemptible; and you 

8 think any bread good enough for a meat offering. And if 
ye offer the blind for facrifice, [is it] not evil? and if 
ye offer the lame and fick, [is it] not evil? offer it 
now unto thy governor ; will he be pleaſed with thee, 

9 or accept thy perſon ? faith the Lorp of hoſts? And 
now, I pray you,: humble yourſelves, O ye pagjeſts, and as 
ye have bean firſt in Jour offence, ſo be firſt in your repent- 
ance, and beſeech God that he will be gracious unto us : 
this hath been by your means: will he gegard your 
perſons ? faith the Loxp of hoſts ; will 2 excuſe you 
becauſe you are prieſts ? will he not rather puniſh you on 

10 that account with greater ſeverity ? Who [is there] even 

among you that would ſhut the doors [for nought 7] 
neither do ye kindle [fire] on mine altar for nought : 
1 have ſufficiently rewarded you for every ſefvice you have 


done for me; or, as ſome render it, Surely the doors ſhall t 


be cloſed againſt you, neither ſhall ye kindle the fire on my 

altar in vain, I have no pleaſure in you, faith the 

LokD of hoſts, neither will I accept an offering at your 

hand.— Then follows a prophecy of the converſion of the 

114 gentiles, 

canus brought terrible deſolation among them, ſo that (as Jo- 
SEPHUS ſays) fcarce an Edomite was left. 


» Gifts of this nature were cuſtomarily made in the eaſt to gfeat 
perſons, and are ſo to this day, 


a” 
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11 pentiles, and, as uſual, under jewiſh images. For from 
the riſing of the ſun even unto the going down of the 
ſame, my name | ſhall be] greet among the Gentiles ; 
and in every place incenſe rf 11 be] offered unto my 
name, and a pure offering: for my name [ſhall be] 
12 great among the heathen, faith the Lonxp of hoſts. But 
ye have profaned it, in that ye ſay, The table, hat is, 
the altar, of the Lon [is] polluted ; and the fruit 
thereof, [even] his meat, is contemptible; or, as it 
may be tranſlated, * And as to what is offered thereon, its 
23 food is deſpicable. Ye ſaid alſo, Behold, what a weari- 
neſs [is it I] and ye have ſnuffed at it, faith the Logy 
of hoſts ; you ſay that attendance on the altar, and partak- 
ing of its ſacrifices, are @ burdenſome taſk, and ye turn from 
them with diſguſt; and ye brought [that which was] 
torn, and the lame, and the fick; thus ye brought an 
offering : ſhould I accept this of your hand ? faith the 

Lond. | 

14 But curſed [be] the deceiver, whether of the prieſts or 
the people, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, 
and facrificeth unto the LorD a corrupt thing, when he 
hath a better to offer : for I [am] a great King, faith 
the Loxp of hoſts, and my name [is] dreadful among 
the heathen, 7/ho* they do not particularly know me, 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. E are here taught not to deſpiſe the diſtinguiſh- 
ing favours of God to us, v. 2. He hath ſhown 
us great kindneſs as a nation, in delivering us from heathen- 

iſh darkneſs, from popery, and from ſurrounding enemies 
he hath given us a pleaſant and fruitful land ; we have — 
laws, a happy conſtitution of government, under which our 
perſons and properties are ſecured; we have civil and religi- 
ous liberty, and can worſhip God without being made afraid. 
Surely. then God hath loved us, and diſtinguiſhed us above 
many nations, Let us never be unmindful of theſe be- 
nefits, 
* 2 thinks that this intimates the abolition of the Mo- 

aw, 
4 Mzpz ſuppoſes that this refers to the Lord's ſupper, 
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nefits, nor ungratefully ſay, herein haſt thou loved us? 
Nothing ſhows a worſe temper, nor indicates a worſe cha- 
racer, than ingratitude for paſt favours, and inſenſibility 
of preſent mercies and comforts. Let us call on our ſouls to 
bleſs the Lord, ang not forget any of his benefits ; and be often 
ſaying, Behold what manner of love the Father hath, beſtowed 
upon us, that wwe ſhould be called the ſons of God! 

2. Let us maintain a diſpoſition and behaviour toward 
God, anſwerable to his character, and the relations in 
which he ſtands to us, v. 6. Is he our maſter ? let us 
think what a wiſe, good, powerful, honourable, and bountt- 
ful maſter he is, and regard him accordingly. Let us cheer- 
fully obey his orders * our eyes wait upon him, and our 
hearts rejoice at every intimation of his will. Like good 
ſervants, let us improve our talents, and be faithful to our 
truſt, Let us ſpeak honourably of God; endeavour to pro- 
mote his intereſt, and fear his diſpleaſure above all things. 
Is he a father? let us ever look to him under this endearing 
character; let us reverence his wiſdom, which is infinite; 
ſeek direction, counſel, and wiſdom from him, who giveth 
liberally, and upbraideth not. Let us rejoice in his affection 
to us; for, as a father pitiein his children, ſo the Lord pitieth 
them that fear him. Let us truſt his care, eſteem our- 
ſelves happy in his preſence and converſe, and in all things 
approve ourſelves his humble, obedient, holy, and happy 
children; and act in a manner becoming the ſons and daugh- 
ters of the Lord almighty. 

3. Let us avoid a mercenary temper in religion, v. 10. 
and the character of thoſe who would not ſhut the temple 
doors, nor light a fire on the altar, for nought. There are 
too many like theſe, both among prieſts and people ; who 
will not take a ſtep in God's jervice, nor do the leaſt office 
for his houſe, or for their poor neighbours, unleſs they can 
get by it. Such ſervices cannot be acceptable to God. I 
have no pleaſure in you, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, neither will I 
accept the offerings at your hands. Tho' God hath given 
orders that his ſervants ſhould be well paid, even in this 
world; yet thoſe are not acceptable ſervants to him, who 


are mercenary, and would neyer do the work but for the 


4. Let 


. 
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4. Let us long for the univerſal ſpread of the goſpel, 
We ſhould often dire& the eye of faith to thoſe delightful 
promiſes, which, thro? all the darkneſs of the prophecies, 
ſparkle like ſtars in the midnight ſky. Let us treaſure 
ther up in our memory, in order to ſtrengthen our faith 
and hope, and animate our devotion. Let us accuſtom 
ourſelves to turn theſe promiſes into prayers, and ſay, as 
in v. 11. from the riſing of the ſun even unto the going down of 
the ſame, let thy name be great among the gentiles, and in 
every place let incenſe be offered unto thy name and a pure offer- 
ing: O Lord of hoſts, let thy name be great through all the 
earth, | 

5. We ſhould all be concerned to ſerve God with the beſt 
that we have, He is a great king, and deſerves the beft 
we can offer him, He is the proprietor and giver of all, 
and therefore has a right to the beſt. Let him therefore 
have our beſt days, our beſt affections, our beſt powers 
and capacities; the beſt of our time, and talents, and 
ſtrength ; nor ſhould we grudge any pains or expenſe to 
ſerve and honour him. Let us not think to put God off 
with the torn, the lame, and the fick, that is, with the refuſe 
of our time, our ſtrength; and our ſubſtance, that which 
we know not how to employ any other way. God will 
meet ſuch perſons with this awful queſtion ; Should 7 accept 
this at your hands ? and will follow it with this awful ſen- 
tence, Curſed be the deceiver, ſaith the great king, the Lord of 

hoſts, which hath in his flock à male, and voweth, and ſacri- 
Aceth unto the Lord a corrupt thing. 


| CHAP. II. 1—16. 

The prophet continues to reprove the prieſts for their unfaithful- 

neſs in their office; and the people for marrying ſtrange and 
idolatrous women, FO 

1 A ND now, O ye prieſts, this commandment [is] 

for you, to whom it chiefly belongs to reform * in 

2 the worſhip of God. If ye will not hear, and if ye will not 

lay [it] to heart, to give glory unto my name, _ 

e 


1 
. . 2 p 
as . 3 
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the Loxp of hoſts, I will even ſend a curſe upon you, 
and I will curſe your bleſſings; that is, the portion of 
the priefts : yea, I have curſed them already, by ſending 
you-unfruitful ſeaſons, becauſe ye do not lay it] to heart. 


f 3 Behold, I will corrupt your ſeed, or, as it ſhould be 


rendered, * I wil! take away from you the ſhoulder,* which 
<was the part that belonged to the pricft, and ſpread dung 
upon your faces, [even] the dung of your ſolemn feaſts; 
than which nothing could be a greater token of contempt ; 
yea, I will cover you with it, ſo that nothing elſe ſhall be 
ſeen, and all muſt look upon you as totally polluted ; and 
[one,] that is, the ſcavenger, ſhall take you away with 
4 it. And ye ſhall know that I have ſent this command- 
ment unto you, that my covenant might be with Levi, 
faith the Loxp of hoſts ; or, becauſe my covenant was with 
him, and 1 have ſhowed him and his poſterity particular fa- 
5 vour. My covenant was with him of life and peace 
the peculiar covenant of the prieſthood, which was an ho- 
nourable, important, and profitable office; and I gave them 
to him [for] the fear wherewith he feared me, and was 
6 afraid before my name; for his great piety, The law 
of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found 
in his lips ; his was the caſe with the tribe while they con- 
tinued pious ; he walked with me in peace and equity, 
and did turn many away from iniquity, For the prieſt's 
lips ſhould keep knowledge, he ſhould be able and ready 
to inſiruft others, and they ſhould ſeek the law at his 
mouth: for he [1s] the meſſenger of the Lorp of hoſts; 
8 or, the angel of the church, But ye are departed out of 
the way ; ye have cauſed many to ſtumble at the law : 
ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, by a miſrepre- 
9 ſentation of it, ſaith the Lorp of hoſts. Therefore have 
I alſo made you contemptible and baſe before all the 
people, that ye ſhould neither be reverenced nor regarded, 
according as ye have not kept my ways, but have been 
partial in the law; either in giving judgment or taking 
* havin gone deciſion for the poor and another for the 
ric 


10 Have we not all one father? hath not one God 


created us? wwe ought therefore to behave in a friendly and 
oving 


loving manner io all: why do we deal treacherouſly every 

man againſt his brother, by profaning the covenant of 

our fathers ? in conſequence of this covenant of peculiarity 

11 we ſhould have had no connexion with idolaters. Judah 

hath dealt treacherouſly, and an abomination is com- 

mitted in Iſrael and in Jerufalem ; for Judah hath pro- 

faned the holineſs of the Loxp which he loved, his holy 

inſtitutions, and hath marricd the daughter of a ſtrange 

od; that is, a worſhipper of a different god from Fehovah, 

12 The Lord will cut off the man that doeth this, the 

maſter and the ſcholar out of the tabernacles of Jacob; 

or, him that waketh, and him that anſwereth ; in alluſion 

to teachers calling their pupils early in the morning, and the 

ſcholar anſwering at the firſt call, and him that offereth 
an offering unto the Lox D of hoſts. 


13 And this have ye done again, ye have committed ano- 


ther fault upon occaſion of the former of marrying ſtrange 
wives, covering the altar of the Loxp with tears, with 
weeping, and with crying out, inſomuch that he re- 
gardeth not the offering any more, or receiveth [it] 
with good will at your hand; he doth not receive it as an 
14 acceptable ſacrifice, Yet ye ſay, Wherefore ſhould we not 
be accepted? Becauſe the Loxp hath been witneſs be. 
tween thee and the wife of thy youth, againſt whom 
thou haft dealt treacherouſly : yet [is] ſhe thy com- 
15 panion, and the wife of thy covenant. And did not 
he make one? hat is, one wife for Adam? Yet had he 
the reſidue of the ſpirit; and could have made an hundred, 
er @ thouſand. And wherefore one? That he might ſeek 
a godly ſeed ; a frong argument againſt polygamy ;, which, 
tho tolerated, was never apiroved. God knew that if it 
had beenencouraged, the conſequences would have been enmity 
among the different wives and their reſpeftive children; and 
les care in their education. Therefore take heed to your 
ſpirit, keep a guard upon your affectiont, and let none deal 
16 treacherouſly againſt the wife of his youth. For the 
Lon, the God of Iſrael, faith that he hateth _—_ 
away: for [one, ] or, as one Mat covereth violence wi 
his garment, faith the Loxop of hoſts ; God hateth di- 


worcements, as he doth him that endeavoureth to conceal 
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under his garment what he hath taken by violence: there- 
- fore take heed to your ſpirit, that ye deal not treache- 


rouſly, 
REFLECTIONS. 


1. ET us give glory to God that his curſe is nat 
LL come into our bleſſings, v. 2. that there is not 
a worm at the root of all our gomforts, to eat up and de- 
ſtroy them. If we will not hear God's lau, and lay it to hearts 
ſeriouſly and attentively conſider it, try our hearts by it, 
and give glory to his name, by repentance and reformation ; 
he can ſend a curſe into our bleſſings ; make our plenty 
and proſperity to be our plague and ruin, We have 
reaſon to fear this is often the caſe ; the rich and great and 
proſperous are often miſerable, amidit all their ſtores; and 
we here ſee the cauſe of it; they will not lay God's word 
10 heart, nor give glory to his name; therefore he curſes their 
bleſſings : agreeable to what Solomon ſays, The curſe of the 
Lord is in the houſe of the wicked, but he bleſſeth the habitation 
of the juſt. | | | 
2. If we deſire to enjoy the bleſſing and ſucceſs of Levi, 
we ſhould imitate his character, v. 6. God made with the 
tribe of Levi a covenant of life and peace. He confirmed the 
prieſthood to them; which was intended for the ſupport 
of religion, and to bring life and peace to the ſouls of men. 
Under the new Teſtament, God enters into a ſimilar cave. 
nant with all good men: he makes them kings and priefts unts 
God, and promiſes /ife from the dead, and peace and comfort 
to their ſouls, If we defire to ſhare in theſe bleſſings, we 
muſt preſerve the character of God's antient ſervants, 
They feared God, and were afraid before his name ; afraid 
to do any thing to diſpleaſe or diſhonour him. This was 
the = principle of religion in their hearts, and it ex- 
preſſed itſelf in their lips and lives. They ſpake truth, and 
no deceit was in their lips. They walked in peace and love 
among themſelves and their neighbours ; in equity and juſ- 
tice toward all men. They were zealous for God and his ſer. 
vice; ſtudied the law of God themſelves; taught it to others; 
and turned many from iniquity. If this be our character, God 
will 
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will eſtabliſh with us a covenant of life and peace, He will 
bleſs our bleſſings; ſanctify our afflictions; make us ho- 
nourable and happy in this world; and we /hall ſhine as the 
fun in the kingdom of our Father for ever. 
3. Let us often reflect on our common relation to God 
and to each other, v. 10. Have we not all one Father? Hath 
"mot one God created us? Are we not all children of the ſame 
father; brethren of the ſame family; and bound by the 
ſame laws, the {ame ties of obligation, graticude, and love? 
Why then ſhould we injure and perſecute one another ? 
ſhould we deal treachiervuſiy every man againſt his brother? 
Why ſhould there be any wrath, or malice, or hatred, or 
enmity among us ? If we call God our creator, let us re- 
member that we are all equally obliged to him, and depen- 
dent upon him. If we call God our Father, let us ve as 
brethren; be imitators of God, as dear children, and walk in 
love. Let us do juſtly, love mercy, and wall humbly with 
him : otherwiſe, God will diſown the relation; he that made 
1, will have no mercy on us; he that formed us will ſhow us 
10 favour. | 
4. We ſhould often think of God as a witneſs to the 
manner in which we diſcharge our relative duties. It is of 
great importance to remember that his eye is continually 


1 | upon us; and to conſider him as a witneſs how we perform 


the duties we owe to our wives, our children, our ſervants, 
and all under our care. This will be a conftant check to 
paſſion, pride, cruelty, and unfaithfulneſs ; and a conſtant 
motive to duty, love, and kindneſs. - The day is comin 

when this witneſs will give in evidence for us, or —.— 
us; and it will be © the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth.* Brethren, if our conſciences condemn us not, 


* 1 of wilfully neglecting the duties we owe to thoſe about us, 


then we may have confidence <vith God, and humbly hope that 
he will have mercy on us. But F our conſciences do indeed 
condemn us, remember, God is greater than our hearts, and 

X knows . all things. Therefore, take heed to your ſpirits, that 
you deal nat ireacherouſly. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 17, CHAP. III. 18. 


The prophet reproves the Jeus for their immoralities and 
impieties, for their withholding legal tithes and offerings, 
and their hard and profane ſpeeches againſt providence ; and 
declares that God will make a fearful diſtinction between the 
righteous and the wicked. | 


17 E have wearied the Loxp with your words, Yet 
Y ye ſay, in a profane and contemptuous manner, 
Wherein have we wearied [him?] When ye ſay, or 
rather, in that ye ſay, Every one that doeth evil [is] 
good in the fight of the Lon, and he delighteth in 
them ; or, Where [is] the God of judgment ? either 
there is no God at all, or he is very flow in executing judg- 
ment and puniſhing the wicked. 

3 Cap. III. Behold, I will ſend my meſſenger, John 
the Baptiſt, (Matt. xi. 10.) and he ſhall prepare the 
way before me: and the Lord, the Mafia, whom ye 
ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come to his temple, juſt after the 
appearance uf his forerunner, even the meſſenger of the 
covenant; he, who ſhall eſtabliſh a new covenant between 
me and mankind, whom ye delight in, and earneſtly wi/k 
to appear: behold, he ſhall come, faith the Logp of 

2 hoſts. But who may abide the day of his coming? and 
and who ſhall ftand when he appeareth ? men hall then 
undergo a firift ſcrutiny ; and he ſhall clearly ſhow, that 1 
delight in him that doeth good, and will execute vengeance 
on the wicked: for he is like a refiner's fire, and like 

_. fullers' ſoap; he ſhall conſume the wicked by his judgments, 

3 and purify thoſe who are ſincere, by his doctrine. And he 
- ſhall fit [as] a refiner and purifier of filver ; ke ſhall be 
diligently employed in his office : and he ſhall purify the 
ſons of Levi, and purge them as gold and ſilver, that 
they may offer unto the Loxo an offering in righte- 
ouſneſs ; he ſhall produce a great reformation among the 
prieſts and people, and not only cleanſe them from external 

4 ſpots, but refine and purify their ſouls. Then ſhall the 

offering of Judah and Jeruſalem, that is, of the chriſtian 
church, eſpecially in the latter day, be pleaſant _ the 

ORD, 
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Lox, as in the days of old, and as in former years. 


5 And I will come near to you to judgment; and J will 


6 
7 


9 
10 


3 


be a ſwift witneſs ; whoſe heart is Jo full of the cauſe, and 


fo deſirous to convict a malefafor, that he makes haſte, 
preſſing into court that he may give in his evidence againſt 
the ſorcerers, and againſt the adulterers, and againſt 
falſe ſwearers, and gainſt thoſe that oppreſs the hire- 
ling in [his] wages, the widow, and the fatherlefs, and 
that turn aſide the ſtranger {from his right,] and fear 


not me, faith the Loa p of hoſts ; crimes which ſhall pre- 


vail among the Jews in Chriſt's time. For, or, neverthe- 
- of ſam] the Lon, I change not; therefore ye 
ons of Jacob are not conſumed; I will not entirely de- 


en from the days of your fathers ye are gone away 
from mine ordinances, and have not kept 2 
Return unto me, and I will return unto you, faith the 
Lorp of hoſts. But ye ſaid, Wherein ſhall we return? 
what is there in us that needs to be reformed ? 
Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But 
ye ſay, Wherein have we robbed thee ? In tithes and 
offerings. Ye [are] curſed with a curſe : for ye have 
robbed me, [even] this whole nation. Bring ye all the 
tithes into the ſtorehouſe, that there may be meat in 
mine houſe, and prove me now herewith, faith the 
Lorp of hoſts, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a bleſſing, that [there ſhall] 


not [be room] enough [to receive it ;] you make the 


11 


12 


preſent ſcarcity an excuſe for not bringing tithes, but that is 


a reaſon why you ſhould bring them all, and ſo ſecure my 
blefſing. Opening the windows of heaven is a proverbial 
expreſſion for great plenty. And 1 will rebuke the de- 
vourer, the locuſt, caterpiller, canter- worm, Sc. or what- 
ever deſtchs the fruits of the earth; for your ſakes, and he- 
ſhall not deſtroy the fruits of your ground; neither 
ſhall your vine caſt her fruit before the time in. the 


field, faith the Loxp of hoſts. And all nations ſhall 


call you bleſſed : for ye ſhall be a delightſome land, 


faith the Loxp of hoſts ; the nations who have reflected 
pn your country as barren, and upon your God as _ 
| | | ca / 


= A. — 2 


MALAC HI. III 513 


caſt you off, upon the return of plenty ſhall judge otherwiſe, 
13 Your words have been ſtout, or, bold and blaſphemous, 
againſt me, faith the Loxp, Yet ye ſay, What have 


"14 we ſpoken [ſo much] againſt thee ? Ye have faid, It 


[is] vain to ſerve God: and what profit [is 1t] that we 
have kept his ordinance, and that we have walked 
mournfully before the Lorp of hoſts; with prayer and 

15 faſting, in ſackcloth and aſhes ? And now we have reaſon 
to call the proud happy; yea, they that work wicked- 
neſs are ſet up; yea, [they that] tempt God are even 
delivered ; their houſes and families are built up, and thoſe 
who ſeem to challenge and provoke God to his face, are de- 
livered by his providence, not only from the ſufferings which 
good men endure, but recovered from affliftions into which 


they fall. 
REFLECTIONS. 


1. E ſhould be very careful not raſhly to conclude, 

from the preſent appearances of providence, 
that religion is an unprofitable thing; or, that every one 
who doeth evil is good in the fight of the Lord: or ſay, with 
theſe wicked jews, Hhere is the God of judgment? he hath 
forſaken the earth, and taketh no notice of what is ſaid or 
done there; he hath faid he will come to judgment, but 
Where is the promiſe of his coming? Such ſcoffers as theſe 
there were in the latter end of the jewiſh church, and ſuch 
there ſhall be in the latter days of the chriſtian church, but 
their unbelief fall not make the promiſe of God of none effect, 
for the day of the Lord will come; and an awful and everlaſt- 
ing diſtinction be made between him that ſerveth God, and 
him that ſervei him not; the righteous ſhall go away into life 
eternal, but the wicked into everlaſting puniſhment. 

2. Let us bleſs God\that Chriſt is ſent as he meſſenger of 
the covenant, to declare the will of God and unveil futu- 
rity, John prepared the way before him, and pointed him 
out to the people; at length he appeared with the fulleſt 
proofs of his divine commiſſion, to, negotiate peace, to ſet- 
tle a correſpondence between God and man, to offer par- 
don, to promiſe divine aids, and acceptance thro' his 
Vol. VI. K k ſacrifice 


514 MALACHI III. 

ſacrifice and mediation z to reveal a judgment to come, 
the reſurrection of the body, and life everlaſting. Bleſſed 
are our eyes, that ſee, and our ears, that hear thoſe things, 
which kings, and prophets, and mighty men of old, defired to ſee 
and hear, but were not ſo highly favoured. Let us cordially 
embrace this Saviour; ſubmit to his method of ſalvation ; 
fear his threatenings; truſt his promiſes; follow his exam- 
ple; and ſay, Hoſanna/: to the Son of David ! Bleſſed be he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord 

3. Let us ſeriouſly enquire, what effect the appearance 
of Chriſt and his goſpel have had upon us. Has he been 
to us as a refiner*s fire, and as fullers ſoap ? It will ſignify 
nothing to rejoice in his appearance, and approve his un- 
dertaking, and welcome him with the loudeit hoſannahs, 
if we are not purified from fin; if our angry, turbulent, 
and ſenſual paſſions have not been ſubdued, or at leaſt 
governed and reſtrained, If our hearts are not devoted to 
God, and fixed upon him; if our affections are not raiſed 
to heaven, as a world of devotion, purity, and love, and 
made to depght in holy duties, and in offering unto the 
Lord the offerings of righteouſneſs; if this is indeed our 
temper and character, we have not received the grace of 
God in vain, all the bleſſings of the covenant will be ours; 
and we may rejoice in the ſecond coming of Chriſt, when 
our faith will be found to praiſe and honour and glory. 

4. Let us above all things dread the thought of having 
God 4 witneſs againſt us at that day. He will ſoon come near 
to us to judgment, v. 5. We muſt all appear before his bar, and 
give an account of all things done in the body, whether good or 
evil; and then he will be a ſwift witneſs againſt all thoſe who 
have broken his laws, and rejected his goſpel and covenant z 
he will bring ſuch evidence againſt them, as they cannot 
gainſay; ſuch judgment, as they cannot eſcape. 

5. Let us adore his immutability, v. 6. It is owing to 
this that we are not conſumed z he is mindful of his promiſe 
and of his covenant : he was fo to the ſons of Jacob; and he 
will be ſo under every diſpenſation, to the end of time. 
We haye to do with 4, God that changeth not; therefore it is 
that wwe are not conſumed. While this ſpeaks terror to the 
guilty, it ſpeaks comfort to his faithful ſervants ; and — 

* 4 | „ ought 
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ought to rejoice in God who keepeth his covenant and his mercy 
for ever. Once more, 

6. Reformation is the way to proſperity and happineſs. 
How much foever we have neglected God's ordinances, and 
robbed him of the offerings due to him, of our ſervices and 
our hearts; yet, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, if ye will return unto 
me, I will return unto you, Let us then all be engaged to 
do ſo by humble penitence and prayer; by faith in Chriſt, 
and by new and better obedience; then will he proſper us 
according to the days in which we have been affliied, and the 
years wherein we have ſeen evil, He will give us the bleſſings 
of heaven above, and the earth beneath; and deliver us from 
our enemies and fears. Or, if he withholdeth great things 
from us here, he will leſs our bleſſings, be they ever ſo few 
and ſmall; and this will be as a conſtant feaft : he will 
open heaven to our view, and finally receive us to his eternal 
kingdom. Only prove me, faith the Lord ; make a trial 
whether it will not be ſo. Let us all make the trial imme- 
diately, and truft a faithful God, who is able to do for us 
exceeding abundantly above all we can either aſk or think, 


. —ñ—̃ ———̃̃ — 
CHAP. III. 16, to the end. CHAP. IV. 


God here diſtinguiſhes between the righteous and tlie wicked ; lie 
threatens awful judgments to the one, and promiſes ſalva- 
tion to the other, under a future and approaching diſpenſation; 
and then, with a ſolemnity becoming the laſt of the prophets, 
he cloſes the ſacred canon, with enjoining the ſiri obſervance 
of the law, till the farerunner, already promiſed, ſhould appear 
in the ſpirit of Elias, to introduce the Meſſiah, and begin a 
new and everlaſting diſpenſation. 
16 HEN they that feared the Loxp, ſpake often 
| one to another: and the Loxp hearkened and 
heard [it:] and a book of remembrance was written 
before him for them that feared the Loxp, and that 
thought upon his name, his perfections, and providence, 
17 and conſulted his glory. And they ſhall be mine, faith 
the Logp of hoſts, in that day when I make up my 
| K k 2 jewels z 
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jewels; and I will ſpare them, as a man ſpareth his 
18 own fon that ſerveth him. Then ſhall ye return, and 
diſcern between the righteous and the wicked, between 
him that ſerveth God and him that ſerveth him not. 
1 CHap. IV. For, behold, the day cometh, that ſhall 
burn as an oven; and the proud, yea, and all that 
do wickedly, ſhall be ſtubble: and the day that cometh 
ſhall burn them up, faith the Lon of hoſts, that it 
ſhall leave them neither root nor branch; à proverbial 
expreſſion, denoting the utter deſtruction of Jeruſalem : and 
it is alſo applicable to the final judgment. 

2 But unto you that fear my name ſhall the Sun of 
righteouſneſs ariſe with healing in his wings, or rays ; 
and ye ſhall go forth to the paſture, and grow up, or, 

3 thrive and be happy, as calves of the ſtall, And ye ſhall 
tread down the wicked, ſubdue and triumph over your 
enemies; for they ſhall be aſhes under the ſoles of your 

. 2 in the day that I ſhall do ¶ this,] faith the Loxp of 
oſts. FE” WIE 

4+ Remember ye the law of Moſes my ſervant, which 
I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Iſrael, [with] 
the ſtatutes and judgments. A proper admonition, both 
#0 correft the irregularities before reproved, and to inſtru 
them how to behave, now prophecy was to ceaſe: you are 
fill to regard the law, but to keep up an expectation of the 
Meſſiah, whom Moſes, as well as the fucceeding prophets, 
Spoke of. The gift of prophecy being now to ceaſe, you muſt 
be fure to have recourſe to the written word. 

7% 5 Behold, I will fend you Elijah the prophet,* hat 
= is, John the Baptiſt, who came in the ſpirit and power of 
ö Elias, (Lake i. 17.) before the coming of the great = 

| | _ drea 


» FThe world, in this and the preceding verſes, is compared to 
en houſe on fire; God, to the maſter and father; the wicked, 
to the uſeleſs lumber; the ſaints and children of God, to jewels. 
Theſe, his principal care is exerted about ; 'theſe he will be ſure 
to ſave, whatever becomes of the reſt. 

f This refers to the ſafety of chriſtians when Jeruſalem was 

deſtroyed, and their triumph over their implacable enemies, when 
the Romans couquered them. 

Some of the Jews expected Elijah himſelf; others, a pro- 

het in bis ſpirit: hence they aſked John the Baptiſt, Art 748 

lijeh, or thes prophet P 
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dreadful day of the Logp ; when he ſhall take vengeance 
on the Jews by the Roman armies ;, hence Fohn warned them 
6 to fly from the wrath to come, And he ſhall turn the 
heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of 
the children to their fathers; Jolm's dofirine ſhall be 
adapted to turn men to repentance, to touch the hearts of 
fathers and children, both old and young; and promote union 
and friendſhip among all, by direfiing all to their great 
maſter and prophet, the promiſed Meſſiah z leſt I come and 
ſmite the earth with a curſe ; the whole land of Fudes 
with utter deſolation. This was the conſequence of their 
rejeftting Chriſt ; and both they and their land lie under it 
to this day. | 


REFLECTION'S 


1. E I us imitate the piety of this little remnant, and 
encourage ourſelves with their hope. Obſerve 


their character; they feared God, they thought on his name, 


on his majeſty, his perfections, his works, and his promiſes; 
and their meditation was feweet, They ſpake often one to ano- 
ther, concerning the God they feared, and the name they 
thought upon ; they kept together, as ſuitable companions 
to each other, and this in the moſt degenerate times. A 
good example for us all, and eſpecially for young people, 
not to forſake the afſembling of themſelves together for prayer 
and religious converſation, and other devotional exerciſes. 
When vice is bold, let not the friends of religion be fear- 
ful and aſhamed. Obſerve how God hondured them; the 
Lord hearkened and heard it; he paid peculiar attention to 
them, and was well pleaſed with them; he kept an account 
of their meetings and conferences; every good word and 
every good work, and every pious attempt to ſtrengthen 
each others hands in God, were regiſtered before him. And 


ſuch perſons are ſtill precious in his ſight, he eſteems them 


his jewels; he will treat them now, as a father dealeth 
with a beloved ſon that ſerveth him; and hereafter he will 
crown this grace with glory; they hall be mine, ſaith the 
Lord, in that day when I make up my jewels ; and Chriſt will 
ſay to them, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the king- 

dom 
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dom prepared far you. Let us follow their example, and we 
ſhall ſhare in their honour and happineſs. On the other 


2. Let us dread. the doom of the wicked, chap. iv. 1. 
3 T here will be a terrible day, aich ſball burn as an oven; and 
tte fewel which is prepared for it are the proud in heart, 
Ee words have been ſtout againſt God, and all who have 
done <wickedly. Whatever their wickedneſs be, God ſees it 
. all; and that day ſball burn them up as ſtubble is conſumed by the 
: it ſhall leave them neither root nor branch; com- | 
pletely deftroy all their hopes, and plunge them into miſery 
and deſpair. God will rain upon them ſnares, fire and brimſtone, 
_— and an horrible tempeſt : this ſhall be the portion of their cup. 
—_— Therefore let us come out from among them, and not partake 
= of their fins, left we partake of their plagues, Finally, 
| 3. Let us be thankful that te Sun of righteouſneſs hath 
7 riſen upon us: let us walk in his light, and ſeek healing and 
. falvation from his beams. We have reaſon go be thankful 
every day for the beams of the natural fun ; but we have 
greater reaſon to be thankful for the beams of the/Sun of 
righteouſneſs, whoſe coming is as the light of the morning, 
when the ſun ariſeth, even a morning without clouds, Thro 

6 the tender mercy of God, this day-ſpring from on high hath _ 

F  wifited this benighted world; a world which ſat in darkneſs, 

1 and in the ſhadow of death. Let us be thankful that he hath 
riſen on Britain. Groſs darkneſs once ſpread over us; but 
we are now light in the Lord. Let us be particularly thank- 
ful if he hath riſen upon our ſouls with his healing, in- 

vigorating, and comforting influences; if he hath not only 
3 __ enlightened our eyes, but healed our moral diſeaſes, Let 

I us give thanks to the Father, who hath delivered us from the 

- power of darkneſs, and tranſlated us into the kingdom of his dear 
Son; and be eſpecially careful to wall in ihe light. Let us 
wiſely and diligently improve the advantages we enjoy in 
uence of the Redeemer's appearance, and ort the | 
works of him that ſent us while it is day. And let us earneſtly 
defire thoſe further ſupplies of ligh life from Jeſus 
Chriſt, which may make us, in our Her ſpheres, //ine as 


— grey ons 


lights in the world, to the honour of him, whoſe beams we 
. ; reflect, 


reflect, to the credit of our profeſſion, and to the good of 
others. Ariſe, O Sun of righteouſneſs, and ſhine on all 
the earth! Convert and heal every nation, that this dark 
world may become an emblem of thoſe holy and happy re- 
gions, where thou liveſt and reigneſt for ever! Amen, 


Now uxro THE KING ETERNAL, IMMORTAL, INVISI- 
BLE, THE ONLY WISE GOD, BE GLORY FOR EVER AND 
EVER! AMEN. 3- | 


„ THE END, 
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